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_ ai ty p repares to block Livingstone 


Blair seeks 


mayor from 


big business 


By Philip Webster, Roland Watson and Jill Sherman 


SIMON WALKER 



TONY BLAIR is looking for a 
substantial business figure 
with proven executive abilities 
to come forward as the first 
elected mayor of London. 

As the London Labour Pany 
took die first step to prevent 
Ken Livingstone being chosen 
as its official candidate for the 
election in 2000 . it emerged 
that the Prime Minister was 
searching well beyond the 
ranks of politicians. He has 
told colleagues that he wants 
someone who has proved that 
he or she can run things. 

Mr Blair has studied the 
role and performance of Amer 
ican mayors and had talks 
with Mayor Rudi Giuliani of 
New York six weeks ago. 
Many American mayon 
made their names running big 
organisations before entering 
city politics, such as Mayor Ri¬ 
chard Reardon of Los Angeles. 

The disdosure that Mr Blair 
is casting the net wider will 
come as a blow to people who 
have been floated as contend¬ 
ers, such as Glenda Jackson, 
the Transport Minister, and 
Pauline Green, leader of the 
Socialist Group in the Europe¬ 
an Parliament. 

Mr Blair is not bettered to 
hare a preferred candidate, 
but people of the stature of 
Bob Ayling, chief executive of 
British Airways, and Martin 
Taylor, chief executive of Bar¬ 
clays. would fit his job descrip- 


£lQm aid for 
Honduras 


Britain and France commit¬ 
ted £10 million each to a 
new trust fund to help Hon¬ 
duras and Nicaragua to 
service their debts as they 
beging rebuilding after the 
devastation of Hurricane 
Mitch. 

American aid is now ar¬ 
riving in the stricken region 
and relief officials said (hat 
help was finally reaching 
even the most inaccessible 
areas--—Pag * 17 



tion. But there will be plenty of 
time for fresh names .to 
emerge for the post It was dis¬ 
closed last night that Labour 
oould delay the procedures for 
selecting its candidate until 
this time next year. 

News of Mr Blair’s prefer 
ence for a big managerial 
name will overshadow the 
start last night of the move to 
kill Mr livmgstone'S chances. 
The London party’s managing 
board proposed that the ruling 
national executive should set 
up a selection panel to weed 
out unsuitable candidates. 

Similar processes have been 
used to discard the unwanted 
in the Scottish, Welsh and Eu¬ 
ropean elections, and panels 



also operate across Labour's lo¬ 
cal government structure. 

There is a widespread view 
that Mr Livingstone will be re¬ 
garded as beyond the pale be¬ 
cause of his criticism of the 


leadership. 

But Mr Livingstone insisted 
that he was no “freak from the 


fringe**, nor a threat to the lead 
ership. and he suggested that 
he was backed by the vast ma 
jority of London Labour mem¬ 
bers. 


He was proud to stand on 
his record. “Virtually every 
thing I did as leader of the 
GLC has now become official 


pany policy — pro-public 
transport, democratic control 
of the police, we hare homosex 
uals in the Cabinet, we have 
over 100 women MPs, even ne¬ 
gotiating with Sinn Fein.” 
Margaret Beckett. Leader of 
the Commons, denied the par 
ty hierarchy was trying to con¬ 
trol the selection process. “Giv 
en that there are so many elec¬ 
tions and so many candidates, 
it is very dear that what the La¬ 
bour Government is doing is 
devolving power." 

There were other Labour 
Party members besides Mr 
Livingstone who would like to 
stand for Mayor of London. 
Members did not have to be fa¬ 
mous to make good 
candidates. 
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Soldiers face court martial 
for talking about TA cuts 
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By Nicholas Wood 

BRITAIN’S 170.000 soldiers 
have been warned that they 
will face a court martial if 
they leak secret information 
about planned cuts in the Ter¬ 
ritorial Army. 

The edict has been issued in 
an letter from General Sir 
Michael Walker, the Corn- 
man der-tn-Chief of Land 
Command, who said that 
even “idle chatter on social oc¬ 
casions'* about the cuts would 
imperil military careers. 

But his letter, leaked to The 
Times, was immediately de¬ 
nounced as an “extraordinary 
attempt" to stifle the argu¬ 
ment about the future shape 
of the nation’s military re¬ 
serve. Former officers also pro¬ 
tested about its political tone, 
claiming they detected in it 
the hand of Labours spin-doc¬ 
tors - the letter complains 


4 
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Walker: “I shall not 
hesitate to use full powers” 

that breaches of confidence 
have embarrassed ministers 
and that press revelations 
were eroding trust between 
military duels and "cur politi¬ 
cal masters”. One TA insider 
said: “I have never seen that 
sort of overtly political word¬ 


ing in a military document” 
General Walker, who is in 
charge of cutting the TA’s 
strength from 59.000 to 40.000 
soldiers, says in his letter to 
commanders: “I want to make 
it quite plain that 1 regard any 
such leaks as very serious disci¬ 
plinary offences. You are to en¬ 
sure that those under your 
command, both regular and 
TA understand the gravity 
with which I regard such be¬ 
trayals of trust" 

Queen's Regulations forbid 
the disdosure of “official busi¬ 
ness” and in a direct threat 
that offending officers and 
men face being dismissed 
from the service, the General 
adds: “I shall not hesitate to 
use the full powers of these 
rules if individuals fail to ob¬ 
serve them.” 

. He also orders his troops to 
avoid “deliberate contacts 
with the press or politicians’’ 


and in an echo of the wartime 
injunction against careless 
talk, he complains that many 
disclosures about possible tar¬ 
gets of the cuts arise from 
gossip. 

The General's letter is dated 
October 26 — the day that de¬ 
tails of his blueprint for a 
slimmed-down TA were pre¬ 
sented to General Sir Robin 
Wheeler, the Chief of the Gen¬ 
eral Staff, and immediately 
leaked to the press. The gener¬ 
al’s letter is now itself the sub¬ 
ject of a leak investigation by 
the Special Investigation 
Branch of the Royal Military 
Police. 

According to leaks, which 
persist in spite of the General’s 
letter. 180 TA bases are to be 
sold to raise £42 million. All 
the English TA county regi¬ 
ments will be merged into a 
few regional units. Royal and 
county names scrapped 


Cash hope 
for family 
of Bentley 


THE Home Secretary is con- 
side ring using his discretion to 
compensate die family of 
Derek Bentley, whore convic¬ 
tion for murdering a police¬ 
man in 1952 was quashed earli¬ 
er this year. 

Jack Straw’s announcement 
last night came after he met 
Bentley’s niece and brother in 
private at the of Commons. 

Afterwards, he said: “1 have 
enormous sympathy with 
them. The basis on which 
Derek Bentley's conviction 
was reversed means that the 
case is not eligible for the com¬ 
pensation scheme. I do have 
some discretion to make ex gra¬ 
tia payments in certain cases. I 
have agreed lo consider this.” 

Bentley. 19. was execut e d for 
die murder of PC Sidney 
Miles in 1953. Christopher 
Craig, who fired the fetal shot 
was spared because he was too 
young to hang. 
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Boycott stumped by French conviction 


S«*n Sta-2Uft Sjjrtofand SFhMQ 

Tonisffl Hd ISaCJO- ^ 

ftriaftab Fwog nM 
master Send address tnn«MW uc _n« 
Times do Mercury micntarional 365 Blur 
Hoad a vend NJ 07001. 


9I5VKWB6237 1 


! —-By Adrian Lee 

THE repuiation of Geoffrey 
W J * V ’ . J Boycott was in ruins yesterday 

r .. . A ' as a French court found him 

-r guilty, for the second time, of 

4 ®^ beating up his former girl- 

■S-: m £ His immediate decision to 

; appeal will bring his legal 

- , -ry. ^ w almost £500.000 and 

mt he faces die loss of lucrative 

HpW commentating work. The 

former England and ’jonc- 
• shire opening batsman, who 

denied striking Margaret 
Mfwire deliehted at court’s Moore, said he was disappoint- 

5.S5B?™ib. g •* “ roi surpnsed - Dunns 
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the case in Grasse, Provence, 
he clashed with asm officials 
and described the process as a 
French farce. The judge. Dom¬ 
inique Haumant-Daumas, 
said his outbursts had “tar¬ 
nished the image of the perfect 
gentleman" which he sought 
to portray. 

Boycott. 58. was given a 
three-month suspended sen¬ 
tence, fined £5,300 and or¬ 
dered to pay symbolic dam¬ 
ages of Frl (lOp) to Mrs 
Moore. 

Speaking from Pakistan, 
where he is commentating. 
Boycott said: “When I went to 


see Fatal Attraction 1 never 
thought it could happen to 
me." 

By contrast. Mrs Moore 
was delighted. ‘The last two 
years have been completely 
devastating and upsetting. He 
beat me and attacked me and 
the French justice system has 
recognised that" she said. 

The court had previously 
convicted Boycott in his ab¬ 
sence and he Dew in 13 witness¬ 
es for the appeal. He argued 
that Mrs Moore hit her face 
when she fell. 

Boycott's temper, page 3 




Banker 
has his day 
in court as 
a woman 

By Paul Durman 

A LEADING City investment 
manager dressed for the occa¬ 
sion when he appeared in a 
London court on fraud charg¬ 
es yesterday. Peter Young ar¬ 
rived wearing lipstick and 
makeup, a calf-length skirt 
and low heels — and asked to 
be known as Elizabeth. 

Mr Young. 40. was formerly 
a sober-suited fund manager 
at Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management He and three 
other men are charged with a 
conspiracy to defraud the trus¬ 
tees or investors of three Deut¬ 
sche Morgan Grenfell, invest¬ 
ment funds. wbic^i > 'at one 
point held EU^Stion on be¬ 
half of 180.000 ihvestors. At a 
preliminary hearing at the 
City of London Magistrates' 
Court the four were released 
on bail until March 15- 
The problems at Morgan 
Grenfell two years ago caused 
Deutsche Bank, the firm's Ger¬ 
man parent to inject £180 mil¬ 
lion into the funds. Subse¬ 
quent compensation payments 
to investors have cost the bank 
a further E200 million. 

Mr Young is charged with 
Erik Langaker and Jan Helge 
Johnsen. The fourth defend¬ 
ant Steward Armer. another 
former Morgan Grenfell fond 
manager, was not in court yes¬ 
terday because he is currently 
studying in Chile. 


Whitehall 


slow to 


take own 


advice 
over bug 


By Valerie Elliott 
WHITEHALL EDITOR 


NINE Whitehall department 
and agencies will be named to¬ 
day as the worst prepared in¬ 
side the Government to cope 
with the millennium bug. 

Topping the “high-risk" list 
of those whose computer sys¬ 
tems may not recognise the 
date change from 1999 to 2000, 
are the Department of Trade 
and Indusrry, the Home Of¬ 
fice. the Foreign Office, the 
Ministry of 'Defence, the 
Northern Ireland Office, the 
Environment Agency, the 
Medicines Control Agency, 
the NHS Estates and the Of¬ 
fice of National Statistics. 

According to analysis of the 
departments' own plans, com¬ 
puter experts believe the nine 
are struggling lo meet their 
own targets, are slipping be¬ 
hind deadlines and have not 
even started programmes of 
spot checks on their systems. 

Delays are likely to cost a to¬ 
tal of up to £10 billion, as op¬ 
posed to the £3 billion forecast 
by Tony Blair last March. 

But Taskforce 2000. an inde¬ 
pendent company which has 
analysed information pub¬ 
lished by Whitehall, fears the 
picture could be even worse in 
the wider public sector, with 
emergency services under 
threat and possible disruption 
of nuclear power stations, the 
Post Office, broadcasting and 
the utility companies. 

In a separate report yester¬ 
day the Audit Commission 
also warned that a number of 
local authorities and NHS 
Trusts were lagging behind in 
their preparations to deal with 
the bug. Andrew Foster, the di¬ 
rector, said he would publish a 
league table of the offending 
bodies in the spring if action 
was not taken. 
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Boycott outbursts did not 
endear him to judge 
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Redwood must boldly go where no alien has gone before 


T here is something ad¬ 
mirable about John 
Redwood, the Shadow 
Trade and Industry Secretary. 
Week in. week out there he is 
at the Dispatch Box; hammer¬ 
ing away. Sometimes poised, 
sometimes disjointed, some¬ 
times on-target and some¬ 
times ofRjcanvhe sprays sta¬ 
tistics. arguments and warn¬ 
ings of industrial Armaged¬ 
don — kicking, undismayed, 
at the wall of confidence erect¬ 
ed by a formidable administra¬ 
tion and its publicity machine. 
New Labour appear to have 


an anny of advisers and publi¬ 
cists: Mr Redwood seems al¬ 
most alone. Touring the 
broa dcas tin g studios and 
Press Gallery offices with his 
taJJ and indoatigable lady as¬ 
sistant Nidd. in tow f*now. 
when are you going to write 
something nice about John?"), 
the tireless Tory Vulcan and 
his loyal lieutenant remind us 
of an Alien space captain and 
his Earthling sidekick, on a 
mission to explain his extra- 
terrestrial logic-system in this 
quirky corner of the galaxy. 

Yesterday, in an Opposition 


debate on problems in indus¬ 
try, Redwood kept going on 
about “dusters”. Asteroid dus¬ 
ters? Meteorite dusters? Cap¬ 
tain Redwood had encoun¬ 
tered dusters, be said, in the 
Thames Valley and the City of 
London. He was in favour of 
dusters but feared that under 
this GovennenC they may be 
breaking up. He fears that un¬ 
der this Government every¬ 
thing may be breaking up. Ac¬ 
cused of taking a gloomy view 
he pro t ested “l*m not arguing 
today that ah of British indus¬ 
try is going to dose”— bid left 


POLITICAL SKETCH 



us suspecting that be could 
wefl be axgmng tfaisttunonpw. 

Relaxed. self-confident, 
playful and controversial. Pe- 
ter Manddson. the winsome 
Trade and Industry Secretary. 
Was having none of this. In¬ 
deed his backbench colleague, 
Helen South worth (War¬ 
rington S) told Redwood that 
he, not Mr Manddson. was 


100 attacks on staff 
at offenders’ centre 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


YOUNG children at Britain’s 
Best institution for child offend¬ 
ers have assaulted staff on al¬ 
most a hundred occasions 
since it opened seven months 
ago. 

Twenty six members of staff 
at the Medway Training Cen¬ 
tre, run by Group 4. were re¬ 
ferred for medical treatment af¬ 
ter the assaults. 

In eleven cases criminal 
charges have been brought 
against the children at the cen¬ 
tre at Rochester in Kent which 
holds offenders aged 12-14 at a 
cost of £2.400 a week each. 

Rebound, the Group 4 sub¬ 
sidiary managing the centre, 
has also been “fined’' £5369 
for failing to comply with the 
contract in the first three 
months of its operation, MPs 
were told last night 

The centre has also been hit 
by 14 incidents of concerted in¬ 
discipline involving more than 
two trainees, according to 
Commons written answers 
published yesterday. In three 
cases the inddent has led to 
criminal charges against chil¬ 
dren. 

Two trainees broke through 
the perimeter fence of the cen¬ 
tre but were pursued by staff 
and quickly returned to the 
premises. The answer does not 
reveal how far they had man¬ 
aged to escape before being re¬ 
captured. 

Thirty-five staff have left the 
centre, including two senior 
managers. One of them was 
Janice Richardson, the head of 



The secure teaming centre has 100 staff for 40 offenders 


education, who had been with 
Rebound for less than seven 
months. 

The latest details about 
what has occurred at the cen¬ 
tre follows a disturbance in 
June which caused £5300 of 
damage and- the disclosure 
that only 30 per cent of the 100 
staff had previous experience 
working with children. 

Last night Alan Beith. the 
liberal Democrat home af¬ 
fairs spokesman, demanded 
an immediate investigation 
into the running for the child 
jail. 

He said: “The secure train¬ 
ing centre is in danger of be¬ 
coming a highly expensive fail¬ 
ure. A catalogue of disturbing 
feds indicates that it is not 
working. There seems to be an 
atmosphere of violence which 
is incompatible with construc¬ 
tive work with young offend¬ 
ers.” Mr Beith said he was 


writing to Jack Straw calling 
for an inquiry. “I am not con¬ 
vinced these is a future for this 
experiment Labour opposed 
these centres in opposition as 
‘colleges of crime’. It is time 
they looked to see if their pre¬ 
diction is accurate.” 

A statement from Rebound 
said that the centre was deal¬ 
ing with the most difficult and 
disruptive young people in the 
country. “Given the back¬ 
ground of the youngsters, it is 
nor surprising that there have 
been, some incidents of misbe¬ 
haviour at the centre. 

Regrettably there have been 
some assaults on staff but the 
incidence of these has been 
much reduced recently-“ . 

The statement said the as¬ 
saults ranged from pushing 
and shoving to a broken nose. 
None of die staff referred for 
medical treatment needed to., 
go to hospital. It Said it was 


amending staff training to 
deal with the specific task of 
managing violent behaviour 
1 by youngsters. 

Rebound admitted that the 
staff- turnover had been high 
and said it was currently in¬ 
creasing its management team 
at the centre. 

The centre's 100 staff look af¬ 
ter a maximum of 40 children. 
It is the first of a planned net¬ 
work designed to hold young 
offenders aged 12-14 who have 
been given a secure training or- 
-der. 

' The courts have imposed 85 
orders since April for offences 
including affray, arson, dan¬ 
gerous driving, driving with¬ 
out a licence, possession of 
knives and violent disorder. 

Children given tine order, 
lasting a minimum of six 
. months and a maximum of 
two -years, serve half their time 
in die centre and die other half 
in toe community under super¬ 
vision of social workers. 

The order can be imposed 
when a person has committed 
three previous imprisonable of¬ 
fences and broken a supervi¬ 
sion order. Many of toe chil¬ 
dren sent to the centre have 
long histories of criminal and 
antisocial behaviour, poor 
school records and truancy. 

Medway is currently full 
and has a waiting list - 

The Government has award¬ 
ed two further contracts for se¬ 
cure training centres, one at 
. Onley in Northamptonshire 
-.and one in Co Durham. 


Straw bans prison pay protest 


By Richard Ford 
Home Correspondent 

PRISON officers were yesterday forbid¬ 
den to hold a nationwide pay protest, in 
toe first court action this Government has 
taken against a trade union. 

The29,000«tnmg Prison Officers’Asso¬ 
ciation had plannal branch meetings at 
all 135 jails in England and Wales at 
730am today in protest at a 2.7 per cent 
pay offer. Jack Straw took legal action on 
advice from the Prison Service that the 
meetings would disrupt toe unlocking of 
prisoners, delay court appearances and 
toe start of workshops. 

The'Home Secretary invoked a law in¬ 
troduced by his Conservative predecessor. 


Michael Howard, and in the High Court 
Mr Justice Ferns granted an injunction 
banning the meetings. He said it was justi¬ 
fied because of the damage that would be 
caused to the Prison Service. 

Mr Justice ftrris said the Home Office, 
was entitled to the injunction at short no¬ 
tice because it had an arguable case that 
the meetings breached the 1994 Criminal 
Justice Act and Public Order Act barring 
the POA from taking industrial action. 

Mark Healy, chairman oftheFOA. ac¬ 
cused the Government of using Conserva¬ 
tive tactics to “sabotage" legitimate pay ne- 
gonations: “Sabotage is not too strong a 
word to use. We are appalled at toe ac¬ 
tions not only of the prison department 
but also of the Labour Government using 


Tory anti-unit® laws which they are cur¬ 
rently negotiating to repeal, to prevent us 
hoJdmg the meetings." 

He denied that toe meetings had been 
planned ~to cause major disruption. He 
said they had been tinted for when prison¬ 
ers wee. still locked up. 

A Prison Service spokesman said it was 
not opposed to the POAholding meetings, 
but toat it should be with the agreement of 
governors. “Governors have been offering 
alternative tiniesto branches so as to mini¬ 
mise disruption to the running of jails," 
the spokesman said. 

It is the first time the Prison Servioe has 
taken action at a national level to prevent 
the POA taking industrial action, and pre¬ 
cedes a union conference tomorrow. 


toe cause of falling invest¬ 
ment and factory closures. 
She thinks the Tories have 
spread such alarm and de¬ 
spondency toat amfidence has 
collapsed- Mr Redwood looked 
rhirfferi at the thought that he 
and the Earthlmg lady might 
have done tius single-handed¬ 
ly. Others looked doubtfuL 
What leads us to guess that 


Lords call 
to make 
cannabis 


pain relief 

- by James Landale 
Political Correspondent 


DOCTORS should be permit¬ 
ted to prescribe cannabis for 
medical use, a House of Lords 
committee is to propose today. 
The peexs will urge the Gov¬ 
ernment to act swiftly to lift 
tire ban, so that thousands of 
people can take toe drug to al¬ 
leviate pain. . 

Although the proposals 
from the Lords Science and 
Technology Committee wifi 
undoubtedly be supported by 
many sufferers, they arc un¬ 
likely to secure toe backing of 
Jack Straw, toe Home Secre¬ 
tary. The Govenimeal is acute¬ 
ly sensitive to the whole issue 
and any relaxation of the law 
is an likely in toe shortterm. 

Under the Misuse of Drugs 
Re gulati ons 1985, cannab is is 
a Schedule One drug and all 
use is banned, except for li¬ 
censed research. The Lords 
Science and Technology Com¬ 
mittee recommends that it be 
reclassified as a “Schedule 
Two" drug. 

The committee admits that 
there Is no conclusive proof 

t hat ra nnah bs fyx medical vaL 

oe but Says there is enough an¬ 
ecdotal evidence that if-can be 
used to treat multiple sclerosis 
and particular types of pain. It 
says that trials should begin 
at once on cannabis as a treat¬ 
ment for MS and chronic 
pain and calls for research 
into ways of administering it 
other than smoking . 

■ George Howarth, a Home 
Office minister, rejected the 
recommendation and insisted 
that farther dinical trials were 
needed. “The Government 
would not be prcpaned.to coun¬ 
tenance any move to allow pre¬ 
scription before clinical trials 
and safety-tests have been com¬ 
pleted.” he said. 

The committee argues that 
the. regulations should be re¬ 
laxed immediately on compas¬ 
sionate grounds. The tests 
could last for some time and it' 
could be years before any can¬ 
nabis was available for use. 
Without it, 85.000 MS suffers 
would continue to face the un¬ 
pleasant symptoms of their dis¬ 
ease without relief. 

The committee rejects 


Survival of 
the littlest 


Even the smallest company needs secure back¬ 
up for rtscomputersySems. That’s where the new 
HP Colorado 8GB tape drive comes in. Now 
you can havtf'feS^pr and more data storage 
space than ever bef&e. Jhey’re .the essential 
survival Idt tha^-evero ambitious company 
should invest iriro’secure their future. All for as 

■5- , 

little as £380. For mqne information contact HP- 


THE NEW HP COLORADO 8GB 



m 


HEWLETT' 

PACKARD 


Ring 0990 474747 


Dublin puts out 
flags for Duke 

By Audrey Magee, Ireland correspondent 


UNION Flags flew from offi¬ 
cial bufldrngs in Dublin yester¬ 
day to mark the arrival of toe 
Duke of Edinburgh, the most 
senior member of toe Royal 
Family to visit die Irish Repub¬ 
lic since the country secured irv 
dependence from Britain. 

Prince Philip, who was in 
Ireland on business related to 
foe Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme, met the Irish Presi¬ 
dent and Prime Minister and 
toured many buildings once 
ce ntra l to Britain's control. He 
arrived by RAF helicopter, 
landing in Aras an 
Uadnarain. the former vice-re-, 
gal lodge now used as home to 
the . president. Mary 
McAleese. 

The visit is being widely 
seen as a precursor to a visit 
by toe Queen who joins Mrs 
McAleese in Flanders today to 


unvefl a memorial tower to toe 
thousands of Irishmen who. 
died in toe First World War. 
The Duke and the President ar¬ 
rived in Dublin Castle to joint¬ 
ly launch a millennium project 
for young people in Northern 
Ireland and the Republic. 

Mrs McAleese said recently 
she was “anxious" that the 
Queen visit Ireland but sourc¬ 
es said that it was unlikely to 
happen before the next millen¬ 
nium. 

The Queen was yesterday in¬ 
vited to attend millennium cel¬ 
ebrations in Bethlehem, which 
is now under Palestinian con¬ 
trol. The Palestinian leader 
Yassir Arafat used an historic 
trip to the West Bank by the 
Duke of Kent to issue the for¬ 
mal invitation. There is diplo¬ 
matic speculation toat the 
Pope wall also attend. 









the South worth hypothesis has 
limited explanatory power? 

But then what does count as 
an explanation in new La¬ 
bour's logic-system, a meta¬ 
physics as least as weird as an¬ 
ything Mr Redwood brings? 
This logic, toa is alien to hu¬ 
man intelligence and may be 
traced to the Planet Vanilla, 
from which Tony Blair is be¬ 
ing controlled. In Labour’s 
version of the Universe, all 
time exists already, the past, 
the present and the future. 

Let me explain. At Health 
Questions cariier. Frank Dob¬ 


son remarked: “I hope people 
will welcome the £25m extra 
for social services, which the 
Chancellor announced next 
week." The italics are mine. 
So, according to Mr Dobson, 
the announcement not only 
will be. ft already is — and 
was. This may be the key to 
understanding why ministers 
keep announcing “inltiauyes” 
again and again, “revealing” 
tiie already-revealed, as 
though ft were new. The meta¬ 
physics at which the answer 
hints make every announce¬ 
ment. whether already made 


Cannab is plants being grown for licensed research 


claims that allowing cannabis 
for medical purposes will lead 
to further legalisation. The 
peers say toat their changes 
would prevent sufferers risk¬ 
ing prosecution and would 
help the pdioe concentrate on 
people using the drug for ille¬ 
gal recreational uses. 

Lord Ferry of Walton, the 
committee chairman and 
former professor of pharmacol¬ 
ogy. said: “We have seen 
enough evidence to convince 
us that a doctor might legiti¬ 
mately want to prescribe can¬ 


nabis to relieve pain, or the 
symptoms of MS. and that the 
criminal law ought not to 
stand in the way. 

“Far from being a step to¬ 
wards general legalisation, 
our recommendation would 
make the ban on recreational 
use easier to enforce. Above 
all, it would show compassion 
to patients who currently risk 
prosecution to get help.” 

The British Medical Associa¬ 
tion backed toe committee’s 
call for clinical trials but op¬ 
posed rescheduling toe drug. 


Pupils may sign 
school contracts 


By Victoria Fletcher 


PUPILS aged as young as five 
will be asked to sign a contract 
with their school promising to 
behave, work hard and not to 
vandalise school buildings, 
the Government announced 
yesterday. 

Parents will also be asked to 
sign a pledge with the school, 
promising that they will en¬ 
sure their child aims up for les¬ 
sons. does his or her home¬ 
work and that they will attend 
parents’ evenings. 

The contracts, to be used in 
every school by September, 
are part of a Government plan 
to make parents and pupils 
aware of their role in raising 
education standards. 

In return schools will sign 
their part of the contract, 
which outlines the services 
they must provide for parents 
and pupils. This will include 


keeping parents informed 
about their child’s progress 
and keep the marking of home¬ 
work up to date. 

Although schools will be le¬ 
gally obliged to offer the con¬ 
tracts from next September, 
parents and pupils will not be 
forced to sign them. Moreo¬ 
ver, toe contracts rue not legal¬ 
ly binding: any party who 
broke their promises would 
face little more titan an angry 
letter or meeting. 

Charles Clarke, the Schools 
Minister, said that he did not 
think there would be many 
parents who would not want 
to sign the agreement He 
said: “The vast majority of 
schools want this. I do not 
think parents in poor areas 
will not sign up to this and 
have no assumption that par¬ 
ents will nol want to do it” 


or in the future, exist already. 
If so. one can reveal the past 
just as one can recall toe future. 

“I’m prohibited from an¬ 
nouncing my decisions,” Dob¬ 
son told foe Tories’ Shaun 
Woodward (Whftnctf. who 

was asking about the future of 
Oxfordshire hospitals, “until 
I've reached those derisions." 

The decision’s already 
there, you see — ahead. It’s 
just that Mr Dobson hasn't 
readied ft yet Truly, as our 
Leader, Tony, has. said, 
“there’s no going back from, 
the road to the future." , 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


I 


Stone 

witness 

arrested 

A key witness in toe Michael 
Stone murder trial has been ar¬ 
reted after dairning in a news¬ 
paper article that .he had lied. 
Kent police confirmed yester¬ 
day that Barry Thompson, ar¬ 
rested in Basildon, Essex, had 
been released on police bail. 

Thompson's evidence at toe 
trial at Maidstone Crown 
Court, concerning a converea- 
• lion with Stone in jail, helped 
to convict Stone of the murder 
of Un Russell, 45, and her 
daughter, Megan. 6, and toe 
attempted muraerof Josie Rus¬ 
sell. then 9, at Chillenden. 
Kent, in 1996. 

After Thompson's arrest 
Kent police said that officers 
from Hampshire would inves¬ 
tigate his claim. 

Meale cleared 

Alan Meale, the Junior Envi¬ 
ronment Minister, was yester¬ 
day cleared of breaching MPs' 
code of conduct. But Gordon 
Downey, toe Commissioner 
for Standards, was unable to 
dear Mr Meale as a parlia¬ 
mentary private secretary, say¬ 
ing this could be done only by 
the Prime Minister. Mr Meale 
was criticised for lobbying for 
a £14 million sports complex. 
Downing Street said no fur¬ 
ther action would be taken. 

Fanners seek aid 

Fanners’ leaders are to meet 
tiie Prime Minister today to 
seek emergency aid to counter 
the worst slump in agriculture 
for more than 3D years. Prices 
have plummeted in almost eve¬ 
ry agricultural sector. The Na¬ 
tional Farmers’ Union will 
urge Tony Blair to take advan¬ 
tage of EU aid. worth up to 
£48 million to beef producers 
and E89 million to cereal pro¬ 
ducers. which is available to 
offset the strength of sterling. . 

Judges named 

Six former senior judges are to 
become die first commission¬ 
ers to monitor sensitive police 
investigations and authorise 
bugging. Sir Andrew Leggatt, 
the chief commissioner, will 
be aided in England and 
Wales by Sir Christopher 
Staughton, a retired Appeal 
Court judge. Sir Michael 
Hutchinson, an Appeal Court 
judge, and Sir Charles McCuT. 
lough, a former senior judge of 
the Queen's Bench Division. 

Mobile verdict 

A biologist has lost his court 
battle to foroe toe Government 
to put health warnings on mo¬ 
bile phones. Roger Coghill 
brought a test case private 
prosecution against the tele¬ 
phone shop where he bought 
two £130 phones. Magistrates 
at Abergavenny, Gwent ruled 
that Mr Coghill had not 
proved that toe phones failed 
to comply with safety require¬ 
ments under the Consumer 
Protection AcL 

Opera petition 

The actor Simon Callow and 
other celebrities will join Gov¬ 
ern Garden choristers and mu¬ 
sicians presenting a petition to 
10 Downing Street calling for 
toe Government to support 
the performers of the Royal 
Opera House. More than 
15.000 signatures have been 
collected in just under two 
weeks, from as far afield as Ita¬ 
ly and Japan, including the 
conductor Riccardo Mud and 
the orchestra of La Scala. 
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that caught him 


gridee tveteran found guilty again 
bya French j udge unmoved bvhis 
QHjbursts, reports Ben Macintvre 
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SrffSfS? iudt,cwhof ' ,und 

Geoffrey' Boycott j*uilnr r.f as- 
Millions his former girlfriend 
was swayed by his bad-iempcr- 
ed roun outbursts, she said 
yesterday. Dominique Hau- 
mant-Daumas said thrt the 
cricket veteran, who told une 
prosecution lawyer to ’‘shut 
up" during the hearing last 
month, had not helped his 
case. 

Boycott said that he was 
hurt and disappointed" after 
the court in Grasse, near Nice, 
sentenced him to a threc^ 
month suspended prison term 
t and a une of 50.000 francs 
(£5300) for assaulting Marga¬ 
ret Moore in a Riviera hotel 
two years ago. Ms Moore was 
also awarded a single French 
franc in symbolic damages. 

The former England and 
Yorkshire player received pre¬ 
cisely the same sentence when 
he was rried “in absentia" last 
January'- He demanded a retri¬ 
al and has since spent an esti¬ 
mated £250,000 trying to dear 
his name. 

Madame Haumani-Dau- 
mas, the president of the 
Grasse court wrote in her 
judgment: “The accused did 
not hesitate to interrupt Ms 
Moore’s barrister, thereby un¬ 
dermining the image of the 
i perfect gentleman which so 
many of his old friends and 
witnesses had come to sup¬ 
port" 

More importantly. Mad¬ 
ame Haumam-Daumas — 
who pointedly professed to 
knowing little and caring less 
about cricket—concluded that 
the bruises to Ms Moore's race 
had been caused by “deliber¬ 
ate blows”, and not by falling* 
on the carpeted floor of the ho¬ 
tel bedrooom. as Boycott had 
claimed. 

“His arguments did not sup¬ 
port the theory of an acciden¬ 
tal fall." she wrote in her sev¬ 
en-page judgment 
Speaking by telephone from 
Pakistan, where he is commen¬ 
tating on Australia’s cricket 
tour. Boycott 58, said: “When 
I went to see Fatal Attraction 1 
never thought it could happen 
to me," in a reference to the 


Hoflywund film starring 
Michael Douglas and Glenn 
Close in which a man is 
stalked and almust murdered 
by his hesuticd former lover. 

Ms Moore. 46, had claimed 
that Boycott punched her re¬ 
peatedly in the face in their 
bedroom at a luxury Capd'An- 
libes huid after a dispute over 
money, leaving her wifi! two 
black eyes. 

Boycott denied the assault, 
and during his retrial on Octo¬ 
ber 2U, he called 13 witnesses, 
including mo former girl¬ 
friends. to attest to his charac¬ 
ter and refute the medical evi¬ 
dence presented bv Ms 
Moure. 

Richard Knaggy. Boycott's 
English lawyer, immediately 
said that the verdict would be 
appealed to the three-judge ap¬ 
peals court in Aix-en-Pro¬ 
vence. a process likely to lake 
many months. 

However, a statement is¬ 
sued by Boycott’s publicist 
Max Clifford indicated that 
the commentator was still in 
two minds about whether to 
continue fighting the case. 

"I now have ten days in 
which to dedde whether or not 
to appeal this decision and I 
will be discussing that deci¬ 
sion with my legal team in the 
next few days." the statement 
said. “A lot of time and effort 
in the Iasi year has gone into 
disproving every single allega¬ 
tion made about me by Marga¬ 
ret Moore. I felt sure this had 
been achieved and 1 know the 
decision is totally wrong." 






Moore and the judgment “If I gel a cheque, i’ll frame it" 


During the long court hear¬ 
ing last month. Boycott was 
unable to control his temper. 
He complained bitterly that he 
had understood little of the 
court proceedings since these 
had been conducted in French. 

After the verdict. Boycott 
took a swipe at Madame Hau- 
mant-Daumas. whose ele- 



Boycott during a break from the action in Pakistan 
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Briton taken hostage in mine 
raid ‘used as pack animal’ 


From Sam Kiuey in Johannesburg and Michael Horsnell 


S ; opera petition 


A BRITON taken hostage by 
suspected Unita guerrillas af¬ 
ter a raid on a diamond mine 
in Angola was being used as a 
“pack animal" along with 
* . three colleagues to march loot- 
“■> ed goods deep into the bush. 
Twenty-one people, including 
two Britons, were killed in the 
raid. 

DiamcmdWorks. the compa¬ 
ny for which Jason Pope, 26. 
from Devon, worked, said yes¬ 
terday that it had been in ra¬ 
dio contact with the hostages 
until Monday when the hos¬ 
tages were marched outside 
the range of security handsets 
they had taken with them. 
“What is puzzling is that they 
allowed their hostages to com¬ 
municate with us tor so long. 
This gives us some hope that 
they will be decently treated.” 
the company said. 

The Britons who died in the 
attack on Sunday were Alan 
Thomas, the director of the 
mini*, and David Boutle, head 
of mining operations, 
v-i* Mr Booties father Chris, 50. 
XT said his son understood the 
risks of working there. David 
Boutle, 26. had given up his 
place at Oxford University 
where he was to read history 
to pursue his ambition to mine 
. for diamonds in Africa. 

Chris Boutle of Bracknell. 
Berkshire: said: -"He would 
not take suicidal risks but he 
had a spirit of adventure. He 
was very bright extremely in¬ 
telligent and determined, it is 
• * such a dreadful waste.” 

The other Briton killed in 


the assault, Mt Thomas. 51. 
had worked in the diamond 
milting industry for 12 years. 
His son Mark said at the fami¬ 
ly home in Li versed ge. West 
Yorkshire: “1 don’t think you 
would ever find a more princi¬ 
pled. hardworking, honest per¬ 
son in your entire life. He was 
very strong willed.” 

Mr Thomas was aware of 
the dangers posed by working 
in Angola, his son said. “It was 
the nature of the job. fighting 
has been going on in Angola 
for quite a long time ” 

A fourth Briton. Robin Bar¬ 
ton, 52. managed to escape un¬ 
hurt and is now in Luanda. 

Bruce Walsham, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Canadian mining 
company DiamandWorks, 
was flying out to the mine to 
meet senior government, mili¬ 
tary and local officials to try to 
secure the release of the hostag¬ 
es. A company spokesman 
said: “The company will take 


all necessary steps to ensure 
that the missing expatriate per¬ 
sonnel are safely returned to 
their homes and families as 
quickly as possible." 

Mr Boutle got his job at the 
mine in June after graduating 
in 1996 with a first-class de¬ 
gree in mining engineering, 
and top student in his year, 
from the Camborne School of 
Mines in Cornwall. 

His father, a chief engineer 
for Marconi, said: “We last 
saw him on September 22 
when he was in good spirits 
and looking forward to going 
back. We also spoke regularly 
on the phone." 

He said his son had been 
planning to go to the United 
States next year to study for a 
masters degree in business ad¬ 
ministration. 

The mother of hostage Jas¬ 
on Pope said last night that 
she believes he will be able to 
negotiate his release. Mr Pope 





David Boutle. left, and Alan Thomas: killed by raiders 


had just returned to Angola af¬ 
ter a short holiday with his par¬ 
ents in Teignmouth, Devon. 
He had told them he believed 
the company's security ar¬ 
rangements would keep him 
safe. 

His mother said: “He has al¬ 
ways been a leader; a quiet 
leader though. He is not one of 
these terribly extrovert charac¬ 
ters. 

“He said he felt there were 
good prospects for mining 
from the commercial point of 
view but there was a difficult 
political situation. His compa¬ 
ny was piggy-in-the-middle be¬ 
tween the Government on one 
side and the Unita rebels on 
the other. He said he had one 
or two occasions when he had 
been frightened but he did not 
go into detail. 

“He also thought the firm's 
security measures were the 
best in the area and were ade¬ 
quate, j 

“If anyone is going to come 
out of it alive it is him. He has 
the right emotional attitude 
and the right personality to 
come through a situation like 
this. I am fairly philosophical, 
i do not have any bad vibes 
that he is dead. I live in hope. 

It is a situation every mother 
dreads and you go through 
every scenario in your mind 
but it is his life and he has cho¬ 
sen it and he enjoys it" 

Yesterday a senior aide to Jo¬ 
nas Savimbi, Unita’s leader, 
said that the guerrilla move¬ 
ment would “investigate” the 
attack on the mine. 


’ writer alerted RSPCA to cruelty 


rack 


s By Paul Wilkinson 

,.,THE novelist Jilly Cooper tipped of! die 
y RSPCA about cruelty at an animal sancto 
^ary she supported after hearing rumours 

'X^vi&appadingoondt- 
tions atthe Tetter’s End sanctuary in 

EEL. where she was^lte. pan-on.^ she 

visited a bookshop in tte city- , r, qn 
complained that a ® 

years old, do^ monkeys. 

"SKS5533SK?i^'* 


ed the sanctuary and arrested Us 82-yeaf- 
old proprietor. Norma Cluderouek Yes¬ 
terday. magistrates in Leeds imposed a 
life ban on her keeping any wild or exont 
animals and birds and all reptile*. She 
was also fined EL000 and ^ndmona y 
discharged for two years for each of four 
counts of causing unnecessary suffering 
to animals. The charges related to two 
marmoset monkeys and two foxes^ 
Clutterbuck and her husband. George. 
% had run the sanctuary for 30 veai* 
w^n it was raided in July last year. Tony 
Kdbrirk. for the prosecution, sa.d investi¬ 


gators had found 12 dogs in kennels in the 
living room, and in a darkened, 7ft square 
room four monkeys, a cockatoo, foxes and 
a parrot in small cages. The floor was cov¬ 
ered with excrement and stale food. 

Gerald LumJey. for Clutterbuck, said; 
"The animals are like a family to her as 
she has no children. She spent 30 years of 
her life giving shelter and love to animals. 
I hope you respect she did try her best to 
look after the animals and spent a fortune 
of her own money on veterinary bdls. M 
She had worked as an RSPCA volunteer 
and had been an honorary secretary. 


gana* and irony could hardly 
have been more in contrast to 
the Yorkshircman'5 habitually 
blunt and aggressive manner. 

“Obviously l am veiy disap¬ 
pointed with the court's deci¬ 
sion. but in view of the way the 
trial was conducted. 1 suppose 
it is not a total surprise, in my 
view, we dearly disproved eve¬ 
ry allegation but obviously not 
in the view of the French mag¬ 
istrate,” he said- 

Ms Moore was present in 
court to hear the verdict and 
appeared to be revelling in the 
second public humiliation of 
her former lover. “I don't think 
I will get my one franc, be¬ 
cause he is a tittle tight-fisted,” 
she said outside the court¬ 
room. “If I get a cheque Ill 
frame it and if I don’t 111 send 
a writ." 

■ Ms Moore and Rachel Swin- 
glehursL Boycott’s current girl¬ 
friend who attended the hear¬ 
ing. gave rival mini-press con- 
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temper 


Terences outside the court¬ 
room. 'The verdict is outra¬ 
geous. Geoffrey will prove his 
innocence next time, no matter 
what it costs,** Ms Swingle- 
hurst said. 

Boycott test night told the 
BBC: “I was disappointed, but 
after the way the court hearing 
was conducted. I’m not all to¬ 
gether surprised. My evidence 
was good and witnesses had 
excellent first-hand knowledge 
of the type of injury that can be 
involved even by an accidental 
Mow to die head." 

He said that he had not been 
able to speak properly with his 
lawyers, but said an immedi¬ 
ate appeal had been lodged. 

“I think when people say 
you must defend your name 
and you must go to court even 
in another country, they don't 
know haw difficult that is. You 
are on a hiding to nothing. 

“Obviously with an appeal 
pending and another hearing. 

I have pot to be a little careful 
of what l say about what I real¬ 
ly think.” 

Boycott was yesterday in Pa- 
kistan commentating on Aus¬ 
tralia’s tour for the independ¬ 
ent production company 
Trans World International. It 
provides coverage of the major 
Pakistani. Indian and West In¬ 
dian cricketing events to Brit¬ 
ish broadcasters. 

“Everybody is quite happy 
with Geoffrey Boycott. He 
would not be commentating if 
people didn’t want him.” said 
a spokeswoman. “He is em¬ 
ployed on a tour-by-tour basis. 
As future tours come up, deri¬ 
sions will be made as to wheth¬ 
er he will commentate for us.” 

However, The Sun an¬ 
nounced that it had terminat¬ 
ed its contract with him. A 
spokesman said: “Our readers 
would find repugnant the idea 
of us employing someone with 
a conviction for violence 
against a woman.” 

Boycott was dropped from 
the BBC radio comiwntary 
team covering the West Indies 
tour in January after the first 
court case. He returned to the 
commentary box in July for 
the Third Test against South 
Africa after he exercised his 
right to have the conviction set 
aside. Last night, the BBC 
said: “Geoffrey Boycott is not 
under contract with the BBC 
and there are no plans to use 
him in the future.” 
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Dominique Haumant-Daumas arriving at the Palais de Justice in Grasse yesterday 


Our charges are among the very lowest and clearest you'll find. 
You’ll pay no Initial charges whatsoever, and our annual 
management charge is just 1%. 


Pay more and you may have to work up to two years longer. 
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consider a Virgin Persona! Pension. To find out why vye think it’s 
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If you can rustle up a 50% deposit, well rustle up a gleaming Rover 200 with two years’ interest-free finance? 

power-assisted steering and a years free insurance. 

You have until 31st January 1999 to make up your mind, but why wait? (Is it just us, or is it eh,liter today?) 
Call 0345 186 186 or visit your local Rover dealer lor further,details www.rovcr.co.uk 
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ARMISTICE DAY 5 


Millions expected to observe the two-minute silence 


WLUONSnf pep,, , M|| , lh ^ 

■he 

day markinp U,l- Suih anniwi,' 

Clf Smvm,-',' l L lh<; ,Trs! Wurld «»: 

supermarkets. airpnrts. raihv iv 
gallons, banks and factories wiil 
tome to a hall at llam. me court” 
radto and television slat,r,"are 
5?!S n t n L ™e»nijauions nurk- 

hP S lh h u Uf ° f ,,lh l*f 
fwmhjn tribute in British 
jenicemen and women who died 
for their country. 

British Airways has rescheduled 

5gf“f 550 **W1» does nnr 
clash with the silence, and no Ba 

WlU push awa > from 
° r St T in UlL ‘ lr ^gines from 
lOiiSam to !l.02am. spokesman 


Supermarkets, banks, airports and factories will come to a standstill at 11am today, reports Richard Ford 


fnr the Koval British U-yiun estimat¬ 
ed that three quarters of the coun¬ 
try. about 43 million people, would 
observe [he sikmee. 1 1 is the fourth 
year in which the Legion has cam¬ 
paigned for the silence on Nonsn- 
her II and it has won ifte backing of 
ail ihree main political parties. 

Tuny Blair said: ‘The legion's 
campaign has been a magnificent 
success and reminds birth young 
and old of the sacrifices (hat have 
heen made in tlte past on behalf of 
our nation." Debate in the main 
chamber of the Commons will Slop 
at the invitation of the Speaker, and 


Commons committees and other of¬ 
fices will nlworve ilk* silence Meet¬ 
ings at 550 Iwal councils will also 
he halted. 

Staff at all main line railway sta¬ 
tion will observe the silence and 
passengers will he invited to join in 
the commemoration. Umdun 
Transport said that staff and rvis- 
sengers would mark the silence at 
Underground stations and Lundnn 
buses would, if practical. pull mvr 
to the side of the road, ihe silence 
will also be observed at the Nissan 
car plant in Sunderland; at Toyo¬ 
ta's plant in Bumaston, Derby¬ 


shire. it will be left to emplryees 
whether to pa nid pate.One produc¬ 
tion line there will stop to allow 
workers to observe the silence. 

The Bust Office has left the deci¬ 
sion to individuals. “We leave it to 
the personal feelings of each em- 
pliwve. We make it quite dear that 
anyone who wishes to observe the 
siiena* is welcome to do so." a 
pokes man said. 

A ceremony of Remembrance 
will he held at the Post Office’s 

head office in London wcommemo¬ 
rate employees who gave their 
lives, including members of the 


Post Office Rifles who served in the 
1914-191$ war. 

Many firms will cease produc¬ 
tion for the two minutes, including 
British Aerospace. Cadbury 
Schweppes. National fttuvr, Ptjw- 
erGen and Zeneca, she pharmaceu¬ 
tical company. The start and finish 
of the silence will be announced in 
stores including Tesco. Safeway, 
Sainsbury n. Asda. Marks £ Spen¬ 
cer. John Lewis. McDonald's and 
Burger King. 

Work on "the Millennium Dome 
wilt hail and the Legion urged con¬ 
struction workers across the coun¬ 


try to suspend work. The Legion ap¬ 
proached construction firms after 
complaints last year that building 
work spoil, the silence. Ian 
Townsend, secretary general of the 
Legion, said; “From fv per cent ob¬ 
servance when we launched our 
campaign in 1995 to the kind of re¬ 
sponse we saw last year shows that 
people from all walks of life all over 
the country haw welcomed this 
simple form of remembrance. It in¬ 
troduces a poignant annual mo¬ 
ment of reflection into their 
livcs**.CFormer prisoners of war 
yesterday called on the Govern¬ 


ment to refund pay worth £1$ mil¬ 
lion deducted while they were held 
in German and Italian camps dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. 

More than (,.000 surviving Brit¬ 
ish officers and their widow* claim 
that successive governments have 
failed to honour"the financial obli¬ 
gations ro those who suffered captiv- 
uy. Their fight stems from a Gene¬ 
va Convention agreement under 
which the country that held the ss*l- 
diers captive was required to pay 
them. Bur while t'ncir home pay 
was docked, the camp pay they re¬ 
ceived was calculated un'unrealis¬ 
tic rates of exchange. 

Letters, page 21 


Shocked 

survivor 

rejects 

honour 

Horrors seen by ambulance driver 
linger, reports Simon de Bruxelles 


WINIFRED DEACON has 
never forgotten the horrors 
she witnessed as an ambu¬ 
lance driver on the Western 
Front in 1915. 

The experience affected her 
so deeply that this week the 
great-great-grandmother 
from Paignton in Devon 
turned down the offer of 
France's highest award, the Le¬ 
gion d'honneur. 

Now SOL Mrs Deacon says 
she still cannot bear to cele¬ 
brate anything to do with the 
War. 

Mrs Deacon and other sur¬ 
viving veterans who fought 
on French soil were granted 
the honour to mark the eighti¬ 
eth anniversary of the Armi¬ 
stice- 

Speaking yesterday at the 
retirement home where she 
now lives, she said: “I want 
nothing to do with war what¬ 
soever, I don't want this Mess¬ 
ed medal, 1 don’t want any¬ 
thing to do with it 

‘if they came in to my room 
right now holding the Lipon 
d'honneur I would tell than to 


get out and to take it with 
them. My remembrance was 
seeing young boys after one of 
the retreats from the Somme 
— the shell-shocked, the 
gassed, the blind and men old 
enough to be my father — cry¬ 
ing. waiting for the ambu¬ 
lance drivers to take them 
down the line. All 1 could do 
was hold their hands as they 
were dying.” 

She was nicknamed Tiny 
when she was posted to serve 
in France with the Army Serv¬ 
ice Corps in 1915 at the age of 
17. Despite standing just 4ft 
9>n. she drove a two-tonne Al¬ 
bion ambulance as well as a 
Ford staff car. 

She met her future hus¬ 
band, who was then serving 
with intelligence, when she 
was assigned to drive him 
around. 

She vividly recalls the awful 
sights that greeted her on the 
Western Front “! had never 
seen a dead body in my life, 
then I saw them in hundreds 
laid out in fields. 

“! can’t tell people the 




Winifred Deacon, pictured right aged 18. saw too much suffering on the Western Front to accept French honour 


stench there was. There was 
nothing much to be buried in 
some of the war graves.” Mrs 
Deacon twice suffered heavy 
shelling and on the second oc¬ 
casion was buried for six 
hours before being rescued. 
Her hearing was permanent¬ 
ly damaged by the experience. 

But it was the suffering she 
saw around her that hurl 
most She said: “It is impossi¬ 
ble to make anyone realise the 
mental and physical ordeal 
those men and boys went 
through, not just for hours but 
years, while the men who 
made the profits from the in¬ 
dustry of arms, weapons, 
tanks, guns and gas never 
went near one bullet 

“I saw a lot of shell-shocked 
soldiers. They were broken 
men. I was driving a captain 


once when he had an attack 
and shook uncontrollably. I 
stopped at a hospital to get 
him a mug of tea and lots of 
brandy. 

“I threw my three medals 
from the Great War into the 
dustbin when the Second 
World War started." 

Women were called on for 
the first time in war because 
every available able-bodied 
man was needed to fight. 
Thousands volunteered to 
serve as ambulance drivers 
ferrying the wounded from 
frontline casualty clearing sta¬ 
tions to makeshift hospitals. 
The massive number of casu¬ 
alties and the confusion of 
war meant little concession 
could be made for them. 

Mrs Deacon said: “We 
lived as the men did, putting 


up with bombing, rats and 
lice. It was difficult to keep 
warm with no heat two blan¬ 
kets and the overcoats. 

"Our billet was just a hut 
with corrugated iron and hes¬ 
sian nailed on wooden struts. 
Rats gnawed holes in it in 
search of rood. 

"We were up at 630am to 
get ready and rarely came 
bade before night-time. I went 
anywhere and everywhere: 
Etaples. Calais. Dieppe. 
Rouen and Ypres. Where the 
officers had to go 1 had to find 
away.” 

Laurent Lem orchard, a 
spokesman for the French Em¬ 
bassy, said that about 160 vet¬ 
erans who had fought on 
French soil had been awarded 
the rank Chevalier de la L6- 
gion tfhonneur, with another 


Lost Sassoon 
war poem is 
found in letter 


75 under consideration. He 
said: "The intention is to hon¬ 
our the survivors of the First 
World War, to celebrate in a 
dignified way the eightieth an¬ 
niversary of the Armistice and 
to make sure, with the century 
coming to a dose, that the 
memory of these great fight¬ 
ers is not lost to the oncoming 
generations. 

“It isa duty of gratitude and 
a duty of memory, both to the 
people who have survived 
and those who have not 

“ It is an important concern 
in France, as it is in Britaia 
that things are not lost as time 
passes.” 

He said he was not aware of 
anyone else turning down the 
honour as Mrs Deacon has 
done, but added: “It is her 
own privilege to decline." 


Bx Dalva Albekgg 

ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

A PREVIOUSLY unpublished 
war poem b> Siegfried Sas- 
si <on has emerged among a col¬ 
lection of letters in an Ameri¬ 
can university archive. It was 
unearthed by Patrick Camp¬ 
bell. a lecturer in English and 
performing arts at Middlesex 
University" while researching 
a critical study of Sassoon's 
poetry. 

The rediscovered poem is en¬ 
titled Testament which, Dr 
Campbell said, was not to be 
confused with A Testament of 
1916. "a nostalgic evocation of 
the English landscape, written 
before Sassoon had seen much 
frontline action". Testament 
was composed during the later 
stages of the war. 

News of the find comes days 
after another unknown poem 
by Sassoon. To a Citizen-Sol- 
dier. 1916. was found by Jean 
Moorcroft Wilson, his biogra¬ 
pher. at Cambridge Universi¬ 
ty Library. 

Dr Campbell's discovery 
was attached to a letter, dated 
May 9,1918. to Lady Ottotine 
Morrell, a friend with whom 
Sassoon corresponded regular¬ 
ly during the conflict. The lec¬ 
turer explained: “Now on his 
way back to the Front for what 
would be the last time—an ac¬ 
cidental bullet from one of his 
own men ended his involve¬ 
ment two months later — Sas¬ 
soon disparaged the behav¬ 
iour of his fellow-subalterns 
on the troop ship where the at¬ 
mosphere of cocktails and 


For the last time / say — 
Ititfriji not glorious 
Tnough lads march 
out. superb ami fall vie 
torious. — 

Scrapping like de¬ 
mons. suffering like 
slaves. 

And crowned by peace, 
the sunlight on their 
graves. 

You swear we crush the 
Beast; I say we fight 
Because men lost their 
landmarks in the night 
And met in gloom to 
grapple, stab and kill 
Yelling their fetish- 
names uf Good and III 
That have been 
shamed in history. 

O my heart. ’ - 
Be still: you ham cried 
your cry: you haw played 
your pari. 


card-playing in tire officer's sa¬ 
loons was beyond words. 
Nonetheless, in sentiments 
that echo those of the poem, he 
had exonerated the troopers, 
adding, 'But the men are more 
impressive than ever' ” 

He acknowledges that the 
poem is “not worthy of Sas¬ 
soon at his best; that Sassoon 
did not wish to publish a run- 
of-the mill poem is hardly a 
matter for surprise". 

It is part of a collection in 
the Harry Ransom Humani¬ 
ties Research Center at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
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gg gjp Play at th P 
p arty. Dominie l 

asrS®«aJs 

0 P ei ^f 0n ^ in Buckingham Pal- 

“WwtoCSrrtniiSS 

t ^™'" fs »su««dun„g 
the FntJay evening gala celts 

sk « 

•g.S'i.-fiiSS 

^S“ m l»a‘lis C nf l hHr 


ince’s 


-enn( 


hiss the dunce to ppftrft «t 

sass^r*** 


When Alive wqfc 
ihe maximum £5.000 


fOTgsj^aJenerheg^g 
Dear Your Majesty” and con- 
onumg in the same infonnal 
van to a row of kisses. 

The group, whose fathers 
are their roadies and whose 
mothers aa as caterers, wash¬ 
ers and poster sellers, are used 
to captivating the mobs of teen¬ 
age girls who watch their 
school concerts. In their letter 

*!ST®£ V^dy- Daz. Martin 
and Lratg . they treated the 
yueen to a taste of the same 
waggish charm. 

“WeVe never played in Lon- 


press awards Isst jWTOCT 
were able to buy neWHgftta 
and sound equipment apd 
travel lo more cotwerts.-Trhey 
were already something 
heroes. They WbftflQtf 
a btt of a cult group in 8iay>« 

®P okes woman far the Arts 
Council of England, which dis¬ 
tributed the money, said 
Girls have pictures of them 
on their walk *nu m<in* um. 


to increase their profcrtkfti! 
development and training op¬ 
portunities." 

Before the Arts * Council' 
sapped in. the-: boys, had 
played only 20 con d a ts a i «m> 
ues such as primafy schools 
and special schools. They used 
pan of the cash to tow time jn 
a recording studio. T% Mk- 
already shared gw.-T® wfth 
Madonna on the loony pm- 
gramine this year. They.wilt 


“A long time ago you gave out OBLs to ’flic Hra'tos arid 
nave since given award* io many famous pop stars, hui 
youVe had the same band playing outside iiuikinnh.i:;; 

X* 1 ®!forever- Well we arc four \oung Jads .i-ji.il 
U and 17 who form the band AUVt. in law here’sL ! ? 
ofow rniBK for you to listen to and some information 
abmuus. We were recently booked to pla\ a laud of 
concerts with top acts, but the pmmoier turned nu* to !* 
acomplete conman and wc really lost oul We’ve rimer 

' V0U,d Hkl ' ,he ** n « Pt rtonn 
ill Buddngham Palace, possibly irnide the gates where 

fte band usually plays to entertain the crowds or uisuie 
■ 2WJJ* Jt.wouW be a really good gig for us and 

JESS. V J 18 our i y mi « ht help' IK swing a rceimi 
-oomracL You will note from the enclosed leaflet that we 

* g0t 5 ip PS!lf? in The inerts Trust.'Ilicv gave us a 
gjnt ofE480 m January IW and we would have asked 
nwre Ctarles. but as Buckingham ftilact: is vuur house 
.-TL Uw8ht w ask you firsL WeVe pui a nice 
‘ 0n ^5° r,rst we ihoupbt sou wouldn't 

*S2S* **“?■ B V ^ give the CI> fa vour 
g^fldren fa listen to but make sure ihej ghe ft mu 
bade. Finally. w are four good lads who don't d<> drags. 
aren't semfly and don’t use Tout language (maybe that’s 
whcreweVe been gomg wrong!) Anyway. if you ran give 
us a break it would be cooL With our love to vou and all 
the Royal Family. Andy, Daz. Martin and Cmip XXXW” 


perform in the Picture Gallery 
at Buckingham Palace, the 
largest area or the State 
Rooms, where musicians en¬ 
tertain visiting dignitaries. 
The guests at the party will in¬ 
clude 400 from charities and 


organisations linked will; 
Prince. 

Peter Kuss. 45. father <>: :ft». 
lead gutiarisi Andy. In. . 
their manager, said. V... ;tr;; 
deeply honoured tin: 
Queen has asked us ?d ; : • 



Jaggers Happy pill 
drawn over ‘should be 
covergirl available 
daughter for all* 


::: right. Andy. Martin. Darren and Craig of Alive 
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By Carol Midgley 

THE burgeoning modelling 
career of Mick Jagger’s 
14-year-old daughter is caus¬ 
ing a rift between the Rolling 
Stones singer and his wife. H 
emerged yesterday. 

Jagger is furious about Eliza¬ 
beth's modelling work and 
thinks that she should be con¬ 
centrating on schooiwork. his 
wife. Jerry Hall. said. Eliza¬ 
beth has already followed her 
mother on to the catwalk for 
the designers Thierry Mugler 
and Vivienne Westwood and 
makes her covergirl debut for 
Harpers & Queen tomorrow. 

Ms Hail told the magazine's 
December issue dial her hus¬ 
band disapproved. “He wants 
Elizabeth to concentrate on 
her schooiwork and says it is 
really silly as she doesn’t need 
the money,** she said. "But I 
tell him almost every schoot- 
giri wants to be a model" 

She was modelling only in 
the summer holidays and "the 
other odd thing”, she said. 
Her daughter had “worked on 
her’ for a year before she had 
allowed her to model she said. 
T was putting it off as tong as 
possible, but she’s 5ft 9l4in, 
very thin and very pretty, so 
model scouts who had no idea 
who she was kept coming up 
to her and giving her cards.” 


By Mark 

POWERFUL sftii is 
Prozac should M’cviljaiite as 1 
"happy pais" tofa^sf 
pie with no dfnfel iWtdfor 
them, a psychologist ‘-t^wtd 
yesterday.. . 

Anti-depressants ^vwtiy 
improve the fiva,drjra£it 
who have nevferiail bjaTV oii 

depression or ramal beaftfe 
problems. Brocetinrifan @sf 
Newcastle Uravcrtitynitf in 
a paper published bt thicJfWr^ 
nal of the Royal Society of 
Medicine. . .... 

Treatments stpdt as J»rttnto 
and paroxetinenfafteileil*& 
the "shyness nffi* Sieni|ar — 
have few rrrnniuf tifrfr. fftliii 
andtavcbailtttwt ft tiAft 
to benefit 

drugs can ease riraiftfe 
dal situations. 

ant anothms such w arier 
and frustration awi rtiakr 
pie fed “better jji#,;. -' 

tuafiy play • 

role in enhancing IfeMiMh 
condition". One iHiy fliey ^18. 
be accepted as pnfof evety- 
day fife in the nmeway 
cohot, tea or ebtfee.^ he 
claimed. Vv 
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X-rays reveal the true 
mark of a master 

Rediscovered work by Velazquez is causing a stir, reports Palya Alberge 


THE TIMES WED NESDAY NOVEMBER 11 1998 

Arts and 
education 
share £7m 
donation 


A PAINTING long thought to 
have been by the I7tfbcentury 
Spanish artist Murillo has 
been reattributed to his teach¬ 
er. Velazquez, after X-rays re¬ 
vealed his distinctive palette 
knife markings. 

Studies of the Stunt Rufina 
also uncovered stylistic links 
to the Sybil in the Prado, Ma¬ 
drid. The news has caused a 
stir among historians. Al¬ 
though Murillo (1617-82) is a re¬ 
vered Old Master, his virtuosi¬ 
ty is eclipsed by Vel&zquez 
(1599-1660). 

The record price paid for a 
Murillo, set by Christie's in 
1990. stands at £2 million. The 
last time a great VeMzquez 
came on to the market was in 
1970, again at Christie'S, when 
it fetched £2.31 million, break¬ 
ing the world record. 

Anthony Crichton-Stuart, 
the British-born head of Old 
Master pictures of Christie’s 
in New York, said: “Velazquez 
is not only the most important 
painter of the Golden Age of 
painting in Spain, he ranks as 
one of the greatest and most in¬ 
fluential Western artists of all 
time. Saint Rufina is an excep¬ 
tional example of his work.” 

The painting was first re¬ 
corded in the inventory of 
Velazquez’s first and principal 
patron, Don Luis de Haro. 
Marques de Eliche, 6th 
Marques del Caifio; in 1643 
he succeeded his uncle as 
Prime Minister to King Philip 
IV of Spain, whose favourite 
court painter was Velazquez. 


Censor’s 
regret over 
Travolta 
drug scene 

By Carol Midgley 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN'S outgoing film cen¬ 
sor yesterday criticised Pulp 
Fiction for glamorising drug- 
taking and said that, in hind¬ 
sight he believed that it might 
have been better to cut it 
James Berman, who retires 
as director of the British Board 
of Classification in December, 
said the Quentin Tarantino 
film was ■‘practically an adver¬ 
tisement" for heroin. 

He told the Institute for the 
Study of Drug Dependence 
that Tarantino, who claimed 
he wanted to do the "best shoot¬ 
ing up scene in die world”, 
had been socially irresponsi¬ 
ble. But he said they could not 
cut a scene which shows John 
Travolta injecting the drug be¬ 
cause it was “part of the 
rhythm" of the film. 

Mr Ferman added: “We 
didn't cur the film and t don't 
knowi looking back, whether 
that was- a good idea. I still 
wonder whether injection has 
increased since this film was 
out, because it was going to in¬ 
crease the glamour of injection 
considerably.” 

He. also worried about 
Trainspotting, which he said 
gave a “very mixed message” 
about heroin. 



Old Masters: Velazquez and his pupfl. Miirillo 


The inventory described die 
work as "a painting of St Rufi¬ 
na, half-length, with a palm 
and some cups in her hiurds, 
original by Diego Velazquez, 
threeKjuaners and a half in 
height and two-thirds and two 
fingers in width”. 

Explaining why the size is 
only “more or less compara¬ 
ble”, Mr Crichton-Stuart said 
that depended on how far 
one’s fingers were. 

The painting had disap¬ 
peared until 1868, when, it re¬ 
surfaced in the collection of the 
Earl of Dudley as the work of 
Bartolome Esteban Murillo, 
the leading painter in Seville 
after Velazquez left for Madrid 
in 1623. 

Murillo was once compared 
to Titian. Raphael and Van 
Dyck, and his fame in the 18th 
and 19th centuries was enor¬ 
mous.In 1925 the 3rd Earl sold 
the painting at Christie's and 


Simon the 
Signer will 
help deaf 
‘hear’ TV 


By Our Media 
Correspondent 

A VIRTUAL reality figure 
called Simon could be about 
to revolutionise television for 
the deaf. 

The 3-D character will 
stand permanently in the cor¬ 
ner of the screen translating 
words into sign language. The 
technology, developed by the 
University of East Anglia in 
Norwich, could eventually re¬ 
place subtitles. 

Simon the Signer is the re¬ 
sult of a joint project between 
the university, the Independ¬ 
ent Television Commission 
and a local graphics firm. Tele- 
virtual. Scientists hope to 
have the technology to put the 
software for Simon in a box 
which deaf people can buy 
and put on their television 
sets by next year. 

Professor Andrew Bang- 
ham of the university's School 
of Information Systems, said: 
“Subtitles can be difficult fora 
lot of deaf people who do not 
read smoodiiy. When signing 
is their first language it is a lot 
easier to understand than the 
written word. This system can 
convert subtitles straight into 
sign language without TV 
companies having to get a 
real signing expert to do it.” 


in 1948, it came up for sale in 
New York when it was bought 
by the family of the present 
owner. It has remained un¬ 
seen by the public ever since. 

Mr Crichton-Stuart said 
that in 1963 a noted scholar. 
Jose Lopez-Rey, first referred 
to a lost Vel&zquez of Saint Ru¬ 
fina: "Convinced the present 
painting was this lost work. 
Christie's team immediately 
compared the present painting 
to other works by VeUzquez 


and instigated a thorough tech¬ 
nical examination of the paint¬ 
ing. thereby confirming the at¬ 
tribution and establishing a 
date for the work between 1632 
and 1634.” 

He spoke of how it was sty¬ 
listically dose to Velazquez’S 
1630 work, Sibyl, in the Prado, 
Madrid: “In both paintings 
the subject is set against a neu¬ 
tral. light coloured ground.” 

Clinching evidence was 
found in the X-ray. which dear¬ 
ly shows the marks left by his 
palette knife: “It shows a pre¬ 
paratory ground layer that is 
very particular to Velazquez.” 
Also the materials are typical 
of those used by Velazquez. 

The composition depicts one 
of the patron saints and protec¬ 
tors of Seville. With her sister 
Saint Justa. Saint Rufina was 
martyred in 2S7AD after being 
tortured and killed by the Ro¬ 
man governor for refusing to 
give offerings to a statue of Ve¬ 
nus. The work will be exhibit¬ 
ed at Christie's London on De¬ 
cember 9. before the auction in 
New York on January 29. 



The Saint Rufina was long thought to have been tty the Spanish artist Murillo 


MORE than E7 n .illion is to be 
shared by arts and education¬ 
al projects from awards made 
by the Jerwood Foundation 
(Dalya Alberge writes). 

.Among schemes are a Jer¬ 
wood Gallery at the Natural 
History Museum to allow reg¬ 
ular displays from its collec¬ 
tion of half a million draw¬ 
ings. paintings and prints. 

Jerwood funds will also cre¬ 
ate a sculpture park at Witley 
Court, the magnificent ruined 
Victorian mansion near 
Worcester managed by Eng¬ 
lish Heritage — among them 
new works con nissioned 
from young artists. 

As the foundation is now 
making capital grants, it an¬ 
nounced that it will repay the 
Arts Council the £1.4 million 
lottery award aJ located to the 
Jerwood Space for its develop¬ 
ment as a public arts venue. 

The foundation, established 
in 1977. commemorates John 
Michael Jerwood. whodied in 
1991. He established one of the 
largest dealerships in cultured 
pearls. During his lifetime he 
made extensive donations 
within the fields of music and 
education. 
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Powell shows 
Army how to 
defeat racism 


HOME NEWS 9 


By Helen Rl'mbllow 

COLIN POWELL the hiuh- 
Kl-rankmg black officer Tn 
Amenca told the British 
Armed Forces ycsierdav tn 
punish officers for any racism 
among their troops. 

daSd^a SI in lheir «IMe- 

7®”**. on racism”, the 
Armed Forces flew in the 
head of the American 

hSf* 10 ^ ' hem how to 
Sfo Pmjwhced against peo¬ 
ple for their race or gender 
General Powell recehed an 
enrhusiasuc standing ovation 
from more than 100 iop-rqnk- 
uig Bnnsh commanders at the 
first conference to address 
efioal opportunities in the 
Armed Services. 

• He told them the lessons 
they should I earn from his 
own stniggle to progress from 
“gJfinmgs as a poor child 
fiom the Bronx. His eyes 
brimmed with tears as he re¬ 
called leading the Desen 




Powell: Gulf War troops 
were seen as one family 

Storm operation in the Gulf 
war with forces who uonsid- 
Kred each other "family" 
whether black, white, male or 
female. Thai was possible be- 
rause he had madeil the job of 
leaders to he "vicious against 
the expression of racism". 

"It is not polities or pro¬ 
grammes that will gel you to 


>°ur goal but commanders 
and leaders who will take it on 
as their central mission and he 
ready to stick to it as a cam¬ 
paign. 

“British officers should em¬ 
bark on this crusade for one 
reason, a simple reason, that it 
is in the best interests of Her 
Majesty's Armed Forces. Not 
as a favour but to produce an 
even more brave band of war¬ 
riors. in this 1 wish them the 
best of luck." 

Immediately afterwards Sir 
Charles Guthrie, die Chief of 
the Defence Staff, and George 
Hubert son. the Secretary of 
State for Defence, vowed to im¬ 
plement some of the American 
innovations, in particular mak¬ 
ing promotion of officers de¬ 
pendent on the wellbeing of 
the minority groups under 
their command. 

"You cant blame everything 
on the boss," General Guthrie 
said to discreet applause, “hut 
most things. As you know our 




The Household Cavalry mounted a recruitment drive in Brixion, South London, vesterdav General tw*h , 

‘ problem recrumng troops bom ethnic minorities and said a decision to i 


track record has not, over the 
years, been good.” he said. Eth¬ 
nic minorities at present form 
1 per cent of the Armed Forces. 
"I believe we have made signif¬ 
icant progress in the last year 
or so." the general said. "We 
have not been complacent, nor 
have we been arrogant. In 
short, we are fighting a war on 
racism.” 

Mr Robertson said that they 


were ready to take on the more 
radical advice from General 
Powefi. “We brought him here 
to learn from him. His recom¬ 
mendations to make officers re¬ 
sponsible for racism in the 
ranks seem perfectly in line 
with what we have already 
been doing. 

“His picture of the systemat¬ 
ic way it has been done with 
dear leadership from the top 


is what we intend and we hope 
w get his results." 

General Powell said that as 
an 11-year old boy in the Bronx 
in 1948 he had been told by so¬ 
ciety that he had "no need of 
ambitions or rights" and was 
told how black people were 
kept to the back of everything: 
“buses, movies or restau¬ 
rants" However, that year 
American forces were desegre- 
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gated. "Thar ll-year-okl boy 
didn't know Truman had 
signed an order that would 
make his dream come true.” 

The American experience 
was opposite to Britain in one 
respect, he said, in that it had 
twwr had a lack of applica¬ 
tions from the black communi¬ 
ty. in this respect he applaud¬ 
ed the decision this month to 
allow British servicemen to 
wear their uniform in public 
life. “We also took this deci¬ 
sion after the Vietman War 
and it was a major step in 
building pride and bonding 
and had a lot to do with our 
success in recruitment in the 
19S0s ” 

He said Britain should con¬ 
sider several American poli¬ 
cies to try to improve on its 
poor equal opportunities per- 


that the US had never had 
in public life should help 

formance. It could give female 
and black officers mentors to 
compensate for the “buddy sys¬ 
tem" often available to whites, 
give quotas for black admis¬ 
sions kj military colleges and 
ask promotion "boards to be 
more lenient on young black 
officers because of racism they 
may have experienced in their 
career. 

"If was a judgment 1 made 
that this was an appropriate 
thing to do: it has worked." 

Afterwards British service¬ 
men and women present said 
they were impressed by Gener¬ 
al Powell's performance. “His 
speech was so powerful, it 
gives you a buzz just to go out 
in uniform," Lieutenant Debo¬ 
rah Williams, an equal oppor¬ 
tunities adviser in the Royal 
Navy, said. 


Diana fund will 
not give cash for 
mines clearance 


By A Correspondent 


LANDMINE clearance organ¬ 
isations will receive no cash 
from the charity set up to oom- 
memorate Diana. Princess of 
Wales, it emerged yesterday. 

The Princess of Wales Me¬ 
morial Fund has confirmed 
that £1 million set aside for the 
landmine cause in March this 
year will go towards aid for vie- 
tims rather than the disposal 
of the weapons. 

The decision to devote the 
money to humanitarian aid 
was taken after a panel of ex¬ 
perts assembled by the fiind, 
which has raised £85 million 
since the Princess’s death, con¬ 
cluded that clearance was too 
expensive to support. 

A fund spokeswoman said: 
“It was decided that to give the 
El million to landmine clear¬ 
ance would be a drop in the 
ocean and the money availa¬ 
ble would be most appropriate¬ 


ly used by helping those dam¬ 
aged by these weapons." 

Britain's biggest mine clear¬ 
ance charity immediately at¬ 
tacked the derision as “short¬ 
sighted”. The Mines Advisory 
Group, which recently de¬ 
layed the launch of a pro¬ 
gramme in Bosnia because of 
a cash shortage, said it was be¬ 
ing penalised because of an as¬ 
sumption it was receiving mon¬ 
ey from the memorial fund. 

Lou McGrath. MAG direc¬ 
tor, said that because the Prin¬ 
cess was involved in mine 
dealing, “people expect we are 
receiving plentiful donations 
from the fund. But, as we have 
heard today, the opposite is 
the case and we face the ludi¬ 
crous situation of tile Diana 
Memorial Fund doing noth¬ 
ing to help a cause to which 
she gave a very dear and very 
important commitment.” 
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‘Unsafe’ Maze 
to be closed by 



Martina Anderson and EUa O'Dwyer are greeted on their release: more than 200 terrorists have now been freed 

200th release sparks arms anger 


By Martin Flctcher 

TWO IRA women terrorists were freed 
yesterday, bringing the number of prison¬ 
ers released under the Good Friday 
Agreement to more than 200 without any 
arms or explosives decommissioned. 

The releases brought protests from 
Conservatives and Unionists, who de¬ 
manded that the Government halt the 
programme until disarmament began. 
Sinn Fein's Martin McGuinness said 
that the IRA would not offer even a token 
decommissioning. Asked why. he said: 
‘The IRA won't do iLThat's the reason.” 

Andrew Mackay. the Shadow North¬ 
ern Ireland Secretary, called the situation 
"dangerous and outrageous". He said 


Tony Blair should end prisoner releases 
until there was substantial and verifiable 
decommissioning. Ken Maginnis, the Ul¬ 
ster Unionist Party’s security spokesman, 
said it was Time for the Prime Minister 
to honour his written commitment to 
David Trimble to review the political 
process after six months if it was not 
working”. If Sinn Fein insisted on main¬ 
taining its‘‘Armalite and ballot box strate¬ 
gy" it should be excluded. 

fan Paisley Jnr, justice spokesman of 
the anti-agreement Democratic Unionist 
Party, said the releases were a scandal. 
“We said the terrorists will take. take, 
take and give nothing in return, and 
Tony Blair has fallen headlong into their 
trap.” Sinn Fein welcomed the 200th re¬ 


lease. saying the Sentence Review Com¬ 
mission was beginning to do its job after 
a "stuttering start". It claims the Union¬ 
ists are reneging on the agreement by re¬ 
fusing to establish a power-sharing execu¬ 
tive until the IRA begins disarming. 

The two prisoners released from North¬ 
ern Ireland’s Maghabeny prison were 
Martina Anderson and Ella O'Dwyer, 
both jailed for life for conspiring to plant 
16 bombs in London and various English 
seaside resorts in 1985. In 1989 Anderson, 
a former Londonderry beauty queen mar¬ 
ried Paul Kavanagh, another IR4 prison¬ 
er who bombed Harrods. the Chelsea bar¬ 
racks and the Wimpy bar in Oxford 
Street. London, in a campaign that killed 
nine people. 


THE Government tried to 
draw the sting from a shock¬ 
ing report on Northern Ire¬ 
land's Maze prison last n/ght 
by announcing its intention to 
dose the lop-security terrorisi 
jail by late 2000. 

The report painted an aston¬ 
ishing picture of a prison 
where the inmates ruled, the 
prison officers lived in a state 
of fear and humiliation and ba¬ 
sic rules were inoperable. The 
Maze was "not safe for prison¬ 
ers or staff. Sir David 
Ramsbotham, Chief Inspector 
of Prisons in England and 
Wales, concluded. 

He acknowledged that a 
prison with up to 500 highly or¬ 
ganised paramilitary inmates 
faced unique problems but 
said that letting prisoners regu¬ 
late themselves was no way to 
run any institution. The real 
victims were the “battle-weary 
and traumatised” prison offic¬ 
ers who would require psycho¬ 
logical as well as financial sup¬ 
port when the Mare did finally 
dose. 

Robin Halward. the new 
head of Northern Irelands 
prison service, admitted the 
Maze had had a "chequered 
history and more than its fair 
share of problems” but said 
the release of terrorist prison¬ 
ers under the Good Friday ac¬ 
cord offered an “opportunity 
to close that page of liistory”. 
The 200th inmate was freed 
yesterday, just under 300 re¬ 
main and three of the eight H 
blocks have been closed. 

“1 hope that it will be razed 
to the ground as quickly as pos¬ 
sible after it is finally emptied 
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Inspector’s scathing report says the 
lax regime endangers officers and 
inmates. Martin Fletcher reports 


and confined to history." Sir 
David said. 

The report acknowledged 
that it was too late to reimpose 
normal prison rules in the 
Maze but said written proto¬ 
cols should be agreed with 
each paramilitary group and 
sanctions imposed for viola¬ 
tions. That way a measure of 
control could be restored to the 
governor and his staff. 

The report explained how 
the prisoners had won the 
right to self-regulation 
through years of attrition, and 
listed a string of appalling con¬ 
sequences. 

Inmates were able to have in¬ 
timate physical relations with 
wives and girlfriends in un¬ 
manned visits room. They rou¬ 
tinely claimed compensation 
for damage to their property 
and that was paid without 


question. They regularly de¬ 
manded and received extra 
meals, clothes and furniture. 
When Loyalist Volunteer 
Force prisoners were moved 
from their wing after murder¬ 
ing a colleague they refused to 
°o until supplied with design¬ 
er sports clothes that cost the 
taxpayer £4.800 and a free sup¬ 
ply of tobacco. 

Prison officers were intimi¬ 
dated and their families threat¬ 
ened. In the course of the Trou¬ 
bles 29 officers were killed, 
mostly outside the prison. 
They were “worn down by the 
daily incessant demands, com¬ 
plaints and threats from peo¬ 
ple whom the courts had im¬ 
prisoned for committing terri¬ 
ble crimes”. They eventually 
sought to “avoid any situation 
that would bring conflict”. Pris¬ 
oners engineered the removal 


of those who resisted by telling 
management that “their safetv 
could nut be guaranteed". 

The guards could not enter 
the H blocks without permis¬ 
sion. conduct headcounts or 
perform proper searches. 
Thev were effectively ordered 
about by the inmates. They 
had no pride in their job and 
dreaded periods of calm for 
fear of what was being 
hatched. 

Sir David generally avoided 
“the blame game" but at one 
point declared: "I would have 
expected that someone would 
have bad the wit to realise 
what such continual exposure 
to stress entailed and have 
made arrangements for them 
to be relieved for periods." He 
recommended a special serv¬ 
ice medal for officers who had 
served during the Troubles. 

One source told Sir David 
the Maze was a ‘ dying prison” 
with neither staff nor prison¬ 
ers knowing where the bound¬ 
aries of acceptable behaviour 
Jay”. He called that an "apt de¬ 
scription". 


From internment cage 
to ‘holiday 
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By Martin Flctcher 

CHIEF IRELAND 
COR RES PON DENT 

THE Mare began life in 1971 
as a series of makeshift prison 
huts or "cages” to house intern¬ 
ees on an old Second World 
War airfield 10 miles south of 
Belfast. It was known as Long 
Kesh. or the “Lazy K” and re¬ 
publicans still call it “the 
Kesh". 

The internees, who included 
Gerry Adams, organised them¬ 
selves along paramilitary 
lines. They enjoyed “special 
category" status to distinguish 
them from regular criminals 
but that status ended with in¬ 
ternment in 1975 and its aboli¬ 
tion paved the way for the 
"blanket" and “dirty" protests. 

The internees had burnt 
down the Maze in 1974. In 1976 
the eight present-day H blocks 
opened. IRA prisoners refused 
to wear prison uniform and be¬ 
gan wrapping themselves in 
blankets. In 1978. when 300 
"blanket men” were harassed 
while slopping ouL they 
stopped washing and began 
smearing their excrement 
across their cell walls. 

The “dirty protest” was suc¬ 
ceeded by the 1981 hunger 
strike. Bobby Sands and nine 
other republicans demanding 
political status starved them¬ 
selves to death. That changed 



A view of the Maze in 1983, showing the H blocks 


the course of the conflict 
Sands was elected with 30.000 
votes in a Fermanagh by-elec¬ 
tion shortly before he died. 
Two other strikers were elect¬ 
ed to the Irish parliament. The 
republican movement realised 
its political potential and grad¬ 
ually fumed from armed to un¬ 
armed struggle. 

The strike also won Ihe pris¬ 
oners de facto political status. 
They were allowed their own 
clothes and excused prison 
work. In 1983 — die year 38 
IRA prisoners escaped by hi¬ 
jacking a food lorry — loyalist 
and republican prisoners were 
segregated. Over the following 
decade the regime became in¬ 
creasingly liberal as the au¬ 
thorities reasoned chat a pris¬ 


on housing 500 terrorist pris¬ 
oners could be run only with 
their cooperation. 

By the rime of last April s 
Good Friday accord- the Maze 
was widely portrayed as a holi¬ 
day camp. The authorities se¬ 
cured the perimeter. The in¬ 
mates ran their own wings 
and guards entered only with 
their permission. 

That liberalisation enabled 
IRA inmates to dig a 40ft tun¬ 
nel before they were discov¬ 
ered in 1997.1NLA inmates to 
murder the loyalist terrorist 
Billy WrighL and Liam Averill 
to escape in women s cloihes 
after a Christmas party. It led 
to today’s damning report by 
Sir David Ramsbotham. Chief 
Inspector of Prisons. 


Clegg retrial told 
tried to save shot 



SOLDIERS who were on pa¬ 
trol with Lee Clegg on the 
night he is accused of murder¬ 
ing a Belfast joyrider yester¬ 
day told a court of the frantic 
attempts they made to save the 
teenager. 

The paratroopers described 
how they bandaged 18-year- 
old Karen Reilly's wounds and 
gave her moufh-to-mouib re¬ 
suscitation. They were giving 
evidence at Belfast Crown 
Court on the second day of Cor¬ 
poral Clegg's retrial for mur¬ 
der. 

Sergeant Stephen Gilbert 
told the court that Miss Reilly, 
who was shot in the had; in 
West Belfast in September 
1990. was still breathing when 
she wax taken out of the tar. 
“She was obviously uncon¬ 
scious and bleeding heavily.” 
Sergeant Gilbert, a cnrporal at 
the time of the shooting, said. 

Miss Reilly's father. Sean. 



Karen Reilly: shot in back 

sat in the hack of ihe court, at 
times with his head in his 
hands, as his daughter's last 
moments were described. 

Corporal Dean CliFinn, then 
a lance-corporal, said he 
found ihe driver of the car. 
Martin Peake. 17. dead. 
Corporal Clegg. 30, was con¬ 


victed in Iou 3 of murdering 
Miss Reilly and sentenced to 
life He had opened fire on the 
car with other members of his 
patrol after they formed a road 
block on the Glen Road to stop 
joyriders. It was never estab¬ 
lished who fired the bullet lhai 
killed Martin Peake. 

The soldier was freed on li¬ 
cence in 1995 and went on to 
win the chance to dear his 
name in February when Ihe 
Northern Ireland Court of Ap¬ 
peal quashed his conviction 
and ordered a retrial. 

Cnrporal Clegg, who was a 
private ai ihe time of the al¬ 
leged offence, faces a new man¬ 
datory life sentence if he is 
found guilty a second rime at 
the current hearing, which is 
expected ro last six weeks. 
However legal sources say 
that ii is highly unlikely he 
would he returned to jail. 

The case continues. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


GP sent 
for trial 
on death 
of patient 

By Russell Jenktns 

A DOCTOR was sent for trial 
yesterday on a charge of mur¬ 
dering an elderly patient, only 
hours after police exhumed a 
seventh body as part of their 
continuing investigation. 

Harold Shipman. 52. who 
runs a one-man general prac¬ 
tice in Hyde. Tameside, was 
committed to appear before a 
judge at Manchester Crown 
Court on December 8 by mag¬ 
istrates in Ashton-un der-Lyne. 

The GP is charged with mur¬ 
dering Kathleen Grundy, 81. 
in June this year, and with two 
charges of forging her will, 
making him the sole benefici¬ 
ary of her E300JXX) estate, and 
two charges of forging letters. 

Dr Shipman, wearing a pull¬ 
over and open-neck shirt, 
spoke only briefly during the 
12-minute hearing. 

His wife Primrose, 51. sat in 
the public gallery of Tameside 
Magistrates’ Court alongside 
family and friends. Mrs Grun¬ 
dy's daughter, Angela ‘Wood¬ 
ruff. was also in court to listen 
to the proceedings. 

Roy Mellor, chairman of the 
magistrates’ panel, ordered 
Dr Shipman to appear before 
the court on December 7 for 
committal proceedings to take 
place on three further murder 
charges. 

He has been charged with 
murdering Winifred Mellor, 
73. in May, German-bom Bi- 
anJca Pomfret, 49, in Decem¬ 
ber last year and Joan Metia, 
also 73. in June this year. 

Dr Shipman, who is being 
held on remand, said “no” 
when he was asked to indicate 
whether he would be pleading 
guilty to the forgery charges. 

The hearing came hours af¬ 
ter the remains of Irene Turn¬ 
er, 67, one of Dr Shipman'S pa¬ 
tients. who died two years ago, 
were dug up at Hyde cemetery 
In the presence of a priest It 
was the seventh exhumation 
as police investigate the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding the 
deaths of up to 116 patients. 


Boy dies 
of bonfire 
bums 

A boy aged ]] who suffered 95 
per cent bums in a Bonfire 
Night explosion has died. Al¬ 
lan Spiers of Law. Lanark¬ 
shire, was injured when a 
45-gaHon drum, which was 
thought to have contained die¬ 
sel. blew up at an unsuper¬ 
vised bonfire. His parents, 
Anne and Lindsay, were with 
him when he died at YorkhOI 
Hospital. Glasgow. 

Visa denied 

Australia has turned down a 
visa request by the former se¬ 
cret service agent Richard 
Tomlinson, jailed last year for 
breaching die Official Secrets 
Act by sending an e-mail to a 
Sydney publisher. 

Bishops move 

The Queen has approved the 
nomination of the Right Rev 
Timofey Stevens. Suffragan 
Bishop of Dunwich. as Bish¬ 
op of Leicester. He will suc¬ 
ceed fee Right Rev Thomas 
Butler. 

Cyber siblings 

After 50 years of searching for 
his brother and two sisters, a 
man has found them in five 
min utes — on fee Internet Ri¬ 
chard Steras, 71 of Hereford, 
was helped by his grandson 
using his home computer. 

Priests bailed 

Two Roman Catholic priests 
accused of sexually abusing a 
boy of 15 may be retried after a 
jury failed to reach verdicts. 
Anthony Smith wick. 41, and 
Philip Temple, 48, who deny 
fee charges, were bailed- 

Toad haul 

A first edition of The Wind in 
the Willows by Kenneth Gra- 
hame sold for £44,400 at Sofe. 
eby’s in London. It had be¬ 
longed to fee late Edward Bis- 
sdL a reclusive book collector 
from Ashome. Warwickshire. 
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Sparks flying over top job at Marks 

j^dgggeWheatcroft analyses the crisis crippling a British institution 

Dl/i?_i „ 


MARKS arid Spencer direc¬ 
tors will loday try to react,.™ 
sj^holders feat blood kmi 

down the corridore 

0ffice m ^ntion. But 
fatfS feat war has broken out 

me oreamsapon has erupted 

1C ^f ena ’ "W* Sir 
Richard Greenbury. the chair¬ 
man. under mounting pres- 
sure to step aside and his deou- 
ty, Keith Oates, apparently 
making a play fo r hi s job. 

The mighty M&S now ap- 
potrs to be a company in cri¬ 
sis, its profits falling and its 
top management in turmoil. 
In fee Gty there is amazement 
thai the vital question of who 
should lead the business has 
been allowed to degenerate 
into such potentially damag¬ 
ing confusion. Investors are be¬ 
ginning to worry that the deba¬ 
cle will inevitably detract atten¬ 
tion from the fight that Marks 
should be staging to cope with 
evaporating sales, both at 
home and abroad. 

The pressure is now on the 
six non-executive directors to 

act swiftly and put a stop to the 

squabbling. In theory they are 
a formidable bunch, wife dec¬ 
ades of experience in some of 
the country's major corpora¬ 
tions, and the very special ex¬ 
pertise of a former spymaster. 
Dame Stella Rimington. 

In practice, there are doubts 
as to whether even they are a 
match for the bull-like determi- 
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Hie City feels M&S should be fighting foiling sales 


nation of the redoubtable Sir 
Richard, who does not want to 
be moved from his post The 
non-executives suggested to 
him once before feat he might 
relinquish some of his power 
but he ended up brandishing a 
bit of paper that assured the 
world they had asked him to 
stay until he is 65 (he is 62). 
But the revelation that Mr 
Oates has been pushing for 
change leaves the non-execu¬ 
tives with no option but to con¬ 
front the issue. 

This week. Sir Richard cut 
short a trip to India to fly 
home and defend his position. 
Minions in Baker Street were 
cowering at fee prospect of his 
fury on finding that his domi¬ 
nance was being challenged: 
he always denies a tendency to 
bully but does so with such vig¬ 
our that it merely underlines 
fee charge. 

When he ventured into out¬ 


side territory, to chair a CBl 
committee on corporate gov¬ 
ernance in 1995, he was said to 
be incapable of coping with 
fee arguments. He bitterly re¬ 
gretted having got involved 
and. when he appeared before 
a House of Commons commit¬ 
tee wearing an apron that pro¬ 
claimed “If you cant stand the 
heat, ger out of the kitchen”, 
some thought the strain had 
proved too much. 

Now, it seems. Keith Oates 
is prepared to risk his future 
career at M&S and make a 
stand against Sir Richard’S 
continuing dominance. He is 


said to feel that he has little to 
lose by dedaring his ambi¬ 
tions to take over the reins. He 
is already a wealthy man, with 
seven times as many M&S 
shares as his boss. 

He does not need the job for 
the extra salary — he was paid 
£526,000 last year, although 
Sir Richard collected more 
than £800.000 — but. now in 
his mid fifties, he knows that 
he cannot wait much longer 
for a top executive role. If it is 
not going to be at M&S, then 
he might look elsewhere: he is 
already a non-executive direc¬ 
tor of BT and Diageo. 

The unanimity with which 
fee Sunday papers reported 
Mr Oates’s offer of his services 
shocked M&S insiders, used to 
their company's public pro¬ 
nouncements being made 
through the carefully verted 
Baker Street channels. Mr 
Oates denies putting his own 
spin doctors to work in advanc¬ 
ing his cause but. whether pro¬ 
fessional or amateur, the effect 
was devastating. 

He was not the favoured can¬ 
didate for preferment. As Sir 
Richard has hung on. long 
past his original retirement 
date, fee managing directors 
have been jockeying for posi- 


Tba Players: 

The top men who 
might succeed 


The Referees: 
The directors who 
must choose 


KeUi Oates 


• Peter Satsbury 


Brian BflJdock 


Sir Martin Jacomb 


Sir Michael Perry 


Lord Stone of Btachheath 


Dame dtefla Rhrtngbon Sir Ralph Robins 


David Staff 


don. Andrew Stone. Lord 
Stone of Blackheath, eventual¬ 
ly decided to bow out, opting 
to accept a working peerage 
and combine running the 
M&S food business with the 
House of Lords, increasingly 
the mumblings have singled 


out Peter Salsbury as the next 
man to head the company. 
But. despite his thorough 
grounding in the business, fee 
non-executives are not con¬ 
vinced that Mr Salsbury is fee 
face of the future. Some of 
them feel that Sir Richard's 


dominance has left fee compa¬ 
ny wife a dearth of talent to fill 
the gap and run a company 
with sales of £8 billion and op¬ 
erations throughout the world. 

Sir Richard, however, is al¬ 
most certainly going to have to 
give up half his job at the very 


least. He will have to get used 
to the idea of power-sharing if 
he is to stay on at M&S into 
the next century, as he wishes. 
The ncm-execs are going to 
have to opt for someone to 
work alongside him and hope 
he grows into the job. 
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Hague rebukes 
Portillo in clash 


over euro policy 


WILLIAM HAGUE moved to 
bring Michael Portillo into 
line over the single currency 
yesterday after claims that the 
former Defence Secretary was 
after his job. 

The Tory leader telephoned 
Mr Portillo to rebut his criti¬ 
cism that the party was failing 
to take a sufficiently robust 
line in defending the pound. 
Mr Portillo's apparent attack 
provoked Michael Heseltine, 
die former Deputy Prime Min¬ 
ister. to suggest that he would 
run for the leadership after re¬ 
turning to Parliament 

Mr Hague pointed out that 
the Conservatives had a clear 
stance on the euro which had 
been backed by a ballot of 
members. And in what seems 
to have been a pointed rebuke, 
he told Mr Portillo that all Con¬ 
servatives should be concen¬ 
trating on attacking the “sham¬ 
bles” of the Government’s poli¬ 
cy on the single currency. 

A source close to Mr Hague 
said: “We are giving a lead on 
the single currency. It is for 
others to follow and support 
that leadL"Mr Hague's action 
in calling Mr Portillo prompt¬ 
ed the former minister, who 
lost his seat at the election, to 
put out a statement declaring 
that Mr Hague had shown 


Tory leader on 
the offensive as 
attack is seen as 
challenge to his 
leadership, writes 
Philip Webster 

bold leadership and had “clear 
prime ministerial qualities”. 

Mr FbriiJJo had written in 
The Daily Telegraph that the 
Tories should “provide leader¬ 
ship” over the single currency 
and that the party could be¬ 
come a credible force again 
only “by showing it has some¬ 
thing to say". 

Sources dose to Mr Portillo 
said he had been taken aback 
to see his remarks presented 
as criticism. 

Mr Heseltine told Radio 4*5 
Today programme: “When 
Michael comes back there is 
going to be a concerted cam¬ 
paign in which newspajKrs 
like the Telegraph will play a 
significant part in order to re¬ 
place Hague with Portillo. It’s 
as clear as any political event 
in the future ever can be.” Mr 


Portillo's subsequent state¬ 
ment praising Mr Hague high¬ 
lighted his leadership on Eu¬ 
rope in particular. “He richly 
deserved the overwhelming 
victory he achieved in the re¬ 
cent ballot of party members. 

“I am a strong supporter of 
all his policies, including those 
on Europe. It is only the Con¬ 
servative Party which can pro¬ 
vide leadership to the many 
groups which are pointing out 
the risks of entry to economic 
and monetary union. 

“William Hague’s leader¬ 
ship on this will bring about 
the revival of the party's for¬ 
tunes and confirm his clear 
prime ministerial qualities.” 

Mr Portillo's statement did 
not explicitly rule out a future 
leadership challenge. 

In his article Mr Portillo 
urged Mr Hague to “capital¬ 
ise" on his victory in the euro 
ballot to lead the fight to save 
the pound. Mr Hague ruled 
out joining monetary union 
for the lifetime of rhe next Par¬ 
liament. But the former De¬ 
fence Secretary wrote that un¬ 
less the Conservatives started 
showing leadership, opposi¬ 
tion to the single currency 
would be “whittled away". 


Leading artide. page 21 
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Get rid of 
wigs as 
well, Irvine 
tells MPs 



The former MP Rod Richards celebrating being chosen as the Tory candidate for Welsh First Secretary yesterday 

Tories steal a march in Wales 


By Simon de Bruxelles and Roiand Watson 


THE Conservatives yesterday 
chose their candidate to lead 
them into the elections to the 
Welsh assembly as Labour 
grappled with the dilemma or 
how to keep control of its plans 
for devolution. 

Rod Richards, a former 
Tory MP, was selected to lead 
the party m Wales. Mr Rich¬ 
ards beat law lecturer Nick 
Bourne, widely regarded as 
William Hague’s first choice, 
by 3.873 votes to 2,798. Mr Ri¬ 
chards, 51. was on the Select 
Committee for Welsh Affairs 
and Welsh Office Minister be¬ 
tween 1994 and 1996 but re¬ 
signed when an affair was 
made public. 

In contrast, the resignation 
of Ron Davies and inability of 


Alun Michael, the fledgling 
Welsh Secretary, to make an 
impression on opinion polls in 
Wales against Rhodri Mor¬ 
gan, the popular former front- 
bench spokesman, has left the 
process for selecting Labour's 
candidate for the prat of Welsh 
First Secretary in disarray. 

The decision may be shelved 
until after May’s elections, 
when the choice would be left 
to successful Labour candi¬ 
dates, giving Mr Michael time 
to build up his profile locally. 

It would also give him. as 
Tony Blair’s preferred choice, 
the best platform from which 
to offer his potential backers 
jobs in the assembly and party 
advancement But with the 
grass roots in Wales in febrile 


mood and members bridling 
at London interference, one 
MP suggested the best boost 
would be for the Prime Minis¬ 
ter to denounce him. 

The job of delivering for Mr 
Michael has been given to 
George Wright the 63-year- 
old veteran Transport and 
General Workers' Lfaion fixer 
and "godfather” figure in the 
Welsh Labour Party. Mr Mor¬ 
gan’s popularity almost cer¬ 
tainly means the contest will 
not be run on a one-mem bcr- 
one-vote tests. It could be left 
to the Welsh executive, but 
that is likely to be seen as too 
centralised, and would spark a 
revolt among party members 
denied a say. 

The frontrunner remains an 


electoral college, the method 
by which Mr Davies was elect¬ 
ed. giving a third of the votes 
each to M Ps and assembly can¬ 
didates. unions, and constitu¬ 
encies. 

Under sudi a scheme Mr 
Wright becomes a central fig¬ 
ure. Welsh MPs believe he 
could deliver the five biggest 
unions for Mr Michael. 

The arguments for backing 
Mr Michael arc likely to cen¬ 
tre around the prospects of the 
Principality going penniless if 
the will of London is denied. 

Mr Michael. Mr Morgan 
and Wayne David, the MEP 
and third leadership contend¬ 
er. will meet the Welsh party 
executive again tomorrow to 
try to agree'a way ahead. 


By Frances Gibb 
legal correspondent 

THE Lord Chancellor yester¬ 
day defended his wish to be 
rid of his 17th-century ceremo¬ 
nial costume and suggested 
judges and lawyers would also 
be better off without wigs. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg said 
that the rest of the country had 
discarded wigs at the end of 
the 18 th century. “I have never 
thought that the quality of jus¬ 
tice or die effectiveness of advo¬ 
cacy depended in the least 
upon what advocates wear." 

Lawyers needed to be distin¬ 
guished from everyone else in 
court but a gown and bands 
were "quite sufficient", he told 
the Home Affairs committee. 
He said that when taking a 
Bill through the floor of the 
House, he should te allowed 
to discard his silk gown and 
wig. which was “very uncom¬ 
fortable and weighs a ton". 

But in an attempt to forestall 
opposition from traditionalist 
Tory peers, he insisted that he 
had’ no intention of tampering 
with the cos rum e worn when 
sitting as Speaker on the Wool¬ 
sack "in the Lords. He told 
MPs that in his view, the 
"days of breeches, tighU and 
buckled shoes" were over. “I 
have no objection on great oc¬ 
casions of state like the open¬ 
ing of Parliament.** he said. 

Leading article, page 21 


the Blairites must debunk the Livingstone myth 


KEN LIVINGSTONE is the 
wrong person to become mayor of 
London. He is disqualified both be¬ 
cause of his record leading the old 
Greater London Council and be¬ 
cause of die qualities needed for 
the new post Labour leaders obvi¬ 
ously agree, not wanting him in a 
position where he could challenge 
the Government 
However, the leadership has so 
far not confronted Mr Livingstone 
on these terms. Jt does not want to 
get into a “Ken versus the Blair¬ 
ites” dispute. The main focus now 
is procedural. Labour officials 
point out that narrowing down the 


choice of candidates through inter¬ 
view has been used for all other 
bodies. 

However, procedural devices 
are the wrong way to block Mr Liv¬ 
ingstone. Of course, the party has 
the power to outmanoeuvre Lon¬ 
don activists, but this would be at 
the cost of much bitterness and 
splits. If the Blairites want to dem¬ 
onstrate that Labour has changed, 
they have to challenge the Living¬ 
stone myth. 

Mr Livingstone is one of the 
most engaging politicians, with a 
disarming candour and sure popu¬ 
list touch. He has managed to cre¬ 


ate a rose-tinted picture of the GUT 
years, a mixture of cheap Tube 
fares, jolly japes and impudent 
challenge to Margaret Thatcher at 
her most powerful. He became the 
People's Ken, a martyr of Thatcher¬ 
ism. 

His record in office was in reali¬ 
ty much less successfuL After the 
coup which established him as La¬ 
bour leader in 1981. Mr Living¬ 
stone quickly epitomised the Lon¬ 
don loony Left. His squabbling re¬ 
gime was unpopular because of its 
grants to fringe groups, its big in¬ 
creases in rates and its gesture poli¬ 
tics. The low fares campaign was 


RIDDELL 


ON POLITICS 

fiscally irresponsible and was even¬ 
tually blocked in the courts. 

As Tony Travers of the Greater 
London Group at the London 
School of Economics has pointed 
out, “it took Mrs Thatcher to re¬ 
store Ken Livingstone's popularity. 
Her random and ill thought- 
through decision to abolish the 
GLC reversed Its leader's populari¬ 
ty slump". Mr Livingstone and the 
GLC leadership depicted them¬ 


selves as victims oFThatcherite op¬ 
pression. The myth was born. 

Mr Livingstone's five-year roller¬ 
coaster in County Ha/I was partly 
because the old GLC had lost its 
way. What the Government has 
now proposed is very different Ac¬ 
cording to its White Paper last 
March, the elected mayor will run 
new transport and economic devel¬ 
opment bodies, work with a new 
Metropolitan Police authority to 
tackle crime, organise London¬ 
wide action to improve the environ¬ 
ment oversee a new fire authority 
and be a voice for London in devel¬ 
oping tourism, culture and sport 


What is needed is someone with a 
proven executive background to 
control a budget of more than 
£33 billion a year, and to sort the 
urgent problems of the London Un¬ 
derground. not a gesture politi¬ 
cian. however charming. Tony 
Blair, who is playing the London is¬ 
sue very long, has personally 
pushed the idea of elected mayors 
despite sceptical colleagues. 

In America, the most successful 
mayors have proven themselves 
running organisations. They often 
come from outside the ranks oF par¬ 
ty politicians. Mr Blair is interest- 
ed in a more independent figure of 


this type, though the list of possible 
candidates with the right experi¬ 
ence and public profile is not long. 
Bob Ayling is hilly occupied with 
the problems of British Airways. 
Sir Paul Condon is tarnished by 
the Stephen Lawrence affair, the 
Blairites mistrust Richard Bran¬ 
son and Heather Rabbatts. Lam¬ 
beth’s feisty chief executive, is little 
known outside local authority cir¬ 
cles. 

But someone of this kind might 
not only be the best mayor but 
might also defeat Mr Livingstone. 

Peter Riddell 



Perfect Arctic 
Conditions. 
£199 a month. 


• Don’t get left out in the cold because you can pick up a 
; Vectra Arctic with Air Conditioning and a whole range of 
■ other goodies for just £199 a month. Its also available 
with £1000 towards the deposit on a new car purchased 
on Choices 123t Time then to get your skates on. 

• Air Conditioning • Alloy Wheels* Tinted Glass 

• Metallic Paint • Tilt Steering Column • Rev 
Counter • Electric Front Windows • Front Fog 
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Period in Months 

36 

Then 11 monthly payments 
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On the road price 

£14,695 

Charge for credit 1 

£3,330.69 

Deposit 

£4,227.20 

Final payment to buy n 

£5,922 

1st 12 Months 
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£221.04 
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Bermuda’s Left 


sweeps away 
the old order 


JMfc 


bu.uuo inhabitants oi 
Bnom^s most populous re¬ 
maining colony awoke yester¬ 
day. with sore heads and 
sqtnnted at the dawn rising on 
a whole new world. 

It looked just like a normal 
day m paradise. The 200 is* 
lands, poking out of the tur- 
qumse.AUantic. 6i7 mjjes 0 ff 
North Carolina, were as lush as 
“i e beaches as beautiful. 
But on Monday Bermudians 
to the polls and elected a 
labour Government for the 
first time in their history. 

The victory was Unexpected 
and suddenly the eyes of some 
of the richest men and wealthi¬ 
est international companies in 
the world were turned to this 
outpost of Empire, wondering 
what the future holds for their 
offshore businesses. 

The Progressive Labour Par¬ 
ty (PLP), the party of most of 
the working-class blade popu¬ 
lation. swept to power with 26 
of the 40 seats in parliament. 


Island tax haven 
spurns party 

of prosperity, 

writes Damian 
Whitworth 


The defeated United Bermuda 
Party (UBP) was left with just 
14 seats. 

The UBP has dominated 
Government since party poli¬ 
tics emerged in the 1960s. And 

although Pamela Gordon, the 
outgoing Premier, is blade, the 
majority of its members are 
from the white population, 
many of diem descendants of 
Britons who first arrived in 
Bermuda in the I7th century. 

As hundreds of supporters 
of the Labour Party converged 
on parliament for the swear¬ 
ing-in of the new leader. 


LAST OUTPOST OF EMPIRE 


THE tiny island of Bermuda, one 
of the last remaning outposts 
of the British Empire, is the only 
country In the world where Mc¬ 
Donald's restaurants are 
banned by law (Michael Dynes 
writes). 

But the island's 60,000 in¬ 
habitants, and the 600.000 
tourists who visit each year, 
many of whom are rich Ameri- 
- cans in search of British nostal¬ 
gia, dearly like It that way. 

Some 600 miles from its 
nearest neighbour, and doser 
to Nova Scotia than the Carib¬ 
bean, Bermuda has presented 
a bizarre colonial way of life that 
has become extinct elsewhere. 

Men in blazers and long 
shorts still greet each other in 
the island’s business district In 
the capital of Hamilton. They 
stiit drive on the left, take tea at 
four, cherish their red phone 
boxes and refuse to switch to 
metric weights and measures. 

• There are heavy fines for 
breaking the 20 mph speed lim¬ 
it, fines for littering the mani¬ 
cured street s and parks, and 
fines for any male or female 
who dares to display a naked 


torso In public. Car hire firms 
are also banned in an attempt 
by the authorities to contain traf¬ 
fic congestion. 

it has become a magnet for 
the super rich and famous in 
search of a quiet fife in para¬ 
dise. Silvio Berlusconi, Italy’s 
disgraced media tycoon, Ross 
Perot, the American billionaire, 
and David Bowie, the British 
pop star, all have houses in the 
upmarket Tuckers Town district 
Affluent homes and packed 
marinas are evidence that great 
wealth resides on the shores of 
the 21-mile long island, ft is es¬ 
timated that 10 per cent of the 
population owns 90 per cent of 
the wealth, and average in¬ 
comes at $36,000 a year are 
among the highest in the world. 

The eland's financial district 
has quietly become the world's 
third largest insurance market 
after London and New York, writ¬ 
ing $20 billion {£12.5 Miron) 
worth of business every year. 
But there are fears that the is¬ 
land's financial future could be 
undermined by the threat of in¬ 
creased government regulation 
from Britain. 


Jennifer Smith, and her Cabi¬ 
net. it was claimed that this 
was the end of centuries of mi¬ 
nority rule. 

■‘Weve finally got rid of the 
oligarchy.” whipped one wom¬ 
an, punching the air with her 
fist Ms Smith said her party's 
victory heralded the arrival of 
"new" Bermuda. The PLP has 
transformed itself in "new" La¬ 
bour style, moving to the Cen- 
rre to capture middle-class 
votes on an island where the 
annual per capita income of 
136,000 (£22,000) is one of the 
highest in the world. 

me party had remained in 
the political wilderness since 
its inception 35 years ago be¬ 
cause the electorate failed to 
trust it on handling of the econ¬ 
omy which is dependent on 
offshore banking industry, 
particularly the insurance 
business. Ms Smith wooed die 
local and international com¬ 
munity and was quick to 
thank them in her victory 
speech. 

But the party played up to 
the feeling, especially among 
young Bermudians, that the in¬ 
cumbent Government was 
more interested in looking af¬ 
ter those who base their busi¬ 
nesses on the island than those 
who live there. "They were for 
the people of Bermuda, but 
riot die Bermudians," said 
Leon Stevens, a tradesman. 

The issue of independence, 
which was once held dear by 
the Labour Party, was also 
carefully dropped. A referen¬ 
dum two years ago overwhelm¬ 
ingly rejected cutting ties with 
Britain- But some fear that the 
issue still simmers in the La¬ 
bour Party and may resurface 
now dial it has a commanding 
majority. 

One other vote-winner was 
the outcry that followed when 
the popular English Police 
Commissioner, Colin Coxal], 
was forced oft die islands after 
a government minister was 
found to have links to suspect¬ 
ed drugs dealers that the po¬ 
lice had picked up. 

As the victory parade 
wound its way yesterday from 
the residence of the Governor 
— Lord Waddington. the 
former Home Secretary — to 
parliament. Bermudians were 



Jennifer Smith, the first Labour Prime Minister in die history of Bermuda * 


excited that the island, which 
limits cars to one per house¬ 
hold and bans hire vehicles, al¬ 
most had a traffic jam. Hun¬ 
dreds of people crowded the 
streets, shrugging off hang¬ 
overs to get the party going 
again. 

Amid a throng of drum¬ 
mers, women in hair-curlers 
danced happily and men 
cracked open cans of rum and 
ginger beer. “It'S dark and 
stormy," said a reveller as he 
passed the drinks around. 

Those looking on with con¬ 
cern will hope that that does 
not become the political out¬ 
look. Despite its famed beauty 
and reputation as a safe tour¬ 
ist destination. Bermuda has 
not been free of tension. In the 
1970s race dominated politics 
and there were riots in 1972-3 
and 1977. 

One senior independent fig¬ 


ure in Bermudian politics, 
who declined to be named, 
said that the issue of independ¬ 
ence had not gone away. “It is 
still very mum under toe sur¬ 
face. but it is there and it will 
rise again, even though both 
parties made sure they didn't 
indude it as part of their plat¬ 
form.” he said. 

The Renal Gorette, Bermu¬ 
da’s newspaper, said that toe 
PLP had scored a stunning vic¬ 
tory because voters were fed 
up with a divided UBPand felt 
that it was time for a change. 
“The UBP campaign empha¬ 
sis on the economy and on the 
dangers of a change in Govern¬ 
ment was not enough to create 
a win. The UBP has literally 
been crushed." the paper said. 

But it added that the new 
Government faced a big chal¬ 
lenge in managing an econo¬ 
my which is attractive to for¬ 


eign businesses because of the 
absence of income tax. “When 
the celebrating stops the PIP’S 
big challenge will be to prove 
that it can manage the com¬ 
plex economy. It will have to 
prove that it will not drive out 
international companies, as 
has so often been predicted, or 
use taxation to divide the Ber¬ 
mudian people. It is not easy 
for any party to meet toe very 
high expectations of Bermud¬ 
ians, the high standard of liv¬ 
ing they take for granted." 

However, the paper urged 
support for the new Govern¬ 
ment To those powerful peo¬ 
ple who are distraught or an¬ 
gry at a sweeping PLP victory 
after some 35 years, let us sim¬ 
ply say, give them a fair 
chance. This is Bermuda and 
the people have spoken." 


Leading article, page 21 
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Dalai Lama asks 
China for talks 


Washington: The Dalai Lama has ruled out any unilateral 
statement aimed at paving the way for negotiations with 
China unless his Tibetan govemmem-in-cxile can hold infor¬ 
mal talks with Beijing first. The Tibetan spiritual leader 
spoke after a brief White House meeting with President Clin¬ 
ton. held despite a new warning from China that such a meet¬ 
ing would harm Chinese-American relations. 

In a written statement, the Dalai Lama said: “I do not wish 
to make any unilateral statement without the opportunity of 
prior informal consultation with the Chinese leadership. 1 be¬ 
lieve such consultation needs to take place in order to forestall 
misunderstanding." (AFP) 

Mubarak in spy deal 

Cairo: President Mubarak of Egypt has revealed that he had 
released a British spy imprisoned here a number of years ago 
but said he will not free toe Israeli spyAzzam AzzaiaThe Brit¬ 
ish spy was released after a surprise visit here following toe 
1991 Gulf War by John Major, then Prime Minister. Mr Mu¬ 
barak did not disclose the spy’s identity. Egypt said it rejected 
a US request to free Azzam. who has served more than a year 
of his 15-year prison term with hand labour. (AFP) 

Abacha’s loot returned 

Abuja: The family of General Sani Abacha, the late dictator 
of Nigeria, has handed back ro toe Government more than 
$750 million in state funds illegally amassed by the former 
leader, a government spokesman said. The money has been 
deposited at toe Central Bank of Nigeria. Mohammed Haru- 
na told reporters. During his five-year dictatorship, Abacha 
diverted hundreds of millions of dollars in government hinds 
into his personal accounts. (APi 

Club Med siege ends 

Paris: A group of around 290 tourists have flown back to 
France after being held hostage for three days by striking 
workers at a Club Med resort on the Caribbean island of Mar¬ 
tinique. The holidaymakers were trapped inside their village 
complex last Thursday and were, only rescued on Sunday 
night when police in riot gear were called in to break through 
the picket line. Club Med said in a statement that the holiday 
village would remain dosed until further notice. (Reuters) 

Strangers again 

Sydney: A couple who wooed the world when they met and 
married on the same day for a radio promotion have split up 
two months after their lavish ceremony. Leif Banyan, 22. and 
Glenn Emerson. 24. were taken to f%ris for a honeymoon 
with prizes and sponsorships worth A$100.000 (£40,000), 
They were also flown to London after British and Australian 
newspapers featured them on their front pages in stories 
dubbed ‘Two Strangers and A Wedding". (AFP) 

Growing pains 

Amsterdam: Dutch fanners whose slow-growing cucumbers 
have been causing them headaches may have found a solu¬ 
tion — aspirin. For the cucumbers, that is. Scientists with toe 
Dutch research institute TNO have discovered that feeding 
aspirin to cucumber plants helps prevent thickening of the 
root walls, enabling the plants to absorb water and minerals 
more easily. No trace of the aspirin, which was fed to plants 
in a solution, was found in the cucumbers themselves. (AP) 


New leader breaks with tradition 


WOMAN IN THE NEWS 


By Neil Roberts 

BERMUDA’S new Prime Min¬ 
ister, Jennifer Smith, has the 
distinction of toppling one of 
the world’s longest-serving 
governments. 

At toe age of 51, she becomes 
Bermuda’s second woman 
leader, replacing Pamela Gor¬ 
don, toe charismatic and 
younger United Bermuda Par- 
■ ty leader, ousted in Monday's 
election. It was the first time 
the UBP had lost an election 
since Bermuda’s parliament¬ 
ary system was introduced in 
1968. 

Both women were new lead¬ 
ers of their parties when they 
came to the fore a little over 
two years ago. 

Ms Smith has a distinctive 


style. She hardly speaks to toe 
media except through ar¬ 
ranged press conferences, cam¬ 
paigned hard on her platform 
for a “new Bermuda" and 
promised to boost the number 
of Bermudians in senior jobs, 
limiting opportunities for expa¬ 
triate workers. 

The UBP. even with many 
black Cabinet ministers, has 
never truly been seen as a 
friend of black people’s inter¬ 
ests. The Progressive Labour 
Party has always appealed to 
the black working class. It has 
come dose to power before, los¬ 
ing by just four seats in 1980 
and 1993. 

But now it can also count on 


the black middle-class vote, 
having made promises of bet¬ 
ter opportunities for Bermudi- 
ansand lower cost housing an 
a 22 -square-mile island where 
property commands high 
prices. 

The worry for middle-class 
white Bermudians, traditional¬ 
ly UBP voters, is that toe new 
Government and the personal 
style of Ms Smith, a single 
woman, could drive away in¬ 
ternational business. 

Finance and tourism are the 
two main pillars of Bermuda's 
economy. The island, despite 
its tiny size, is one of the 
world’s leading sellers of rein¬ 
surance. It is also home to doz¬ 


ens of international accountan¬ 
cy. banking and insurance 
firms. 

Bermuda's new leader 
pledged there would be no exo¬ 
dus of business and insisted 
that the island would not lose 
its distinctive charm under her 
rule. 

Both Ms Smith and Ms Gor¬ 
don appealed to the young, but 
it was Ms Smith who won 
their votes., despite toe charis¬ 
ma and beauty of her rival, a 
half-sister to Moira Stewart, 
toe BBC newsreader. Ms Gor¬ 
don was naturally seen as the 
ally of Bermuda’s business 
community. This year, she 
completed her degree in busi¬ 
ness studies from Queens Uni¬ 
versity in Ontario. Ms Smith 
worked her way up toe party. 


Briton gets 
out of jail 
in dustbin 

From Giles Tremlett 

IN MADRID 

SPANISH police on toe holi¬ 
day island of Majorca were 
yesterday hunting for a mem¬ 
ber of a British gang allegedly 
involved in drug-smuggling 
who escaped from prison con¬ 
cealed in a rubbish bin. 

Police said that Paul Heath. 
TO, escaped from a prison m 
Palma, the island’s capital an 
Sunday night He had hidden 
inside one of toe rubbish con¬ 
tainers that are taken oaf™ 
the prison every night and lett 

in the street ., _ _ 

Heath was being held on re¬ 
mand while he awaited trial 
on charges of trafficking in toe 
drug ecstasy. Police said he 
was the number two manma 

British gsmgthaiconiroH^j 

percemofthemarketfore^a 

ty on the island. Poh* 
Heath had been caught red- 
handed as he picked up mo* 
than L 000 ecstasy tablets m 
April. He was due to go on tn- 

g&StiKg 

Me can flee «£ 

They said he was desperate. 

burn* dangerous.jhepnson 

vesterday announced an in- 


Family 
claim for 
first US 
President 


From James Bone 

IN NEW YORK 


sed of having an 
ale relationship", 
woman named 


Washington 
on his brother's 
tamed Venus, 
hopes that recent 

> suggesting that 
ferson fathered a 
his slave. Sally 
will help her to 
presidential line- 
trying to prove 
’she told a Chin- 
er. "This is where 
ies are drawn.” 
it Vernon Ladies’ 
which manages 
•5 estate, has de¬ 
ni access to sam- 
lington’s hair that 
ze the puzzle 
A analysis, 
ie’s researchers 

ned that Ms Al- 
ancestors played 
t rote in Washing- 
hut they dispute 



Washington: accused of 
in ap pro p riate relations 


her claim. Based on oral tradi¬ 
tion, the Allen family claims 
that Washington probably 
met Venus in 1784 when be 
went to comfort his brother's 
family after toe death of a 
nephew. Washington’s broth¬ 
er, John Augustine Washing¬ 
ton, wrote at toe time asking 
George to visit, although 
there is no record of whether 
toe trip took place. 

At some point over the next 
two years. Venus gave birth to 
a mulatto son named West 
Ford. Ms Allen’s great-great- 
great-grandfather. Mr Ford 
moved to Washington's estate 
at Mount Vernon, Virginia, 
where Washington's wife. 
Martha, died in 1802. Wash¬ 
ington himself had passed 
away three ^yeais earlier. 
Scholars argue that America's 
founding father was sterile,- 
and therefore incapable of 
fathering Ford. 


Theologian 

dismissed 
by Vatican 

From John Phillips 

IN ROME • 

THE Vatican was accused yes¬ 
terday of hypocrisy after it or¬ 
dered the dismissal of a dissi¬ 
dent Roman Catholic theolo¬ 
gian from Milan’s main Catoo- 
Bc university after he called 
into question die. existence of 
Hell and challenged Church 
authority and teaching on sex¬ 
ual morality. 

The removal of Luigi Lom¬ 
bardo Vallauri from the chair 
of philosophy of Jaw at toe 
Catholic University of the Sa¬ 
cred Heart has led to charges 
of Inconsistency as the Pope 
prepares 'to apologise for the 
excesses of toe Church during 
toe Inquisition. 

The Rome daily La Repub- 
blica described Professor Val¬ 
lauri as “one of the most origi¬ 
nal thinkers of our time" and 
said he had been subjected to a 
secret trial by Cardinal Pio 
Laghl the prefect of the Pontifi¬ 
cal Congregation for Catholic 
Education- “This was a trial 
worthy of another era," said 
an article headlined 'The New 
Inquisitors”. 

Professor Vallauri said: "1 
do not know exactly what the 
charges against me are. In a 
letter, they were indicated to 
me in general terms: doctrine 
on Hell, original sin, authority 
of the teaching of the Church, 
sexual morality." 
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Auschwitz 
synagogue 
reborn as 
museum 

By Roger Boyes 

THE only surviving synagogue 
near foe Nazi death camp of Ausch¬ 
witz was reopened yesterday and 
will become the centre of a Jewish 
religious and cultural institute. 

The opening coincides with the 
60th anniversary of Kristallnacht 
the “Night -of Broken Glass”, 
which saw the destruction of hun¬ 
dreds of German and Au&rian syn¬ 
agogues. That night of arson and 
looting is regarded as the critical 
step on the road to the Holocaust 
Until recently die synagogue in 
the southern Polish town of Osw- 
ierim, the Polish name for Ausch¬ 
witz, was used as a carpet store. 
The New York-based Auschwitz 
Jewish Centre Foundation wants 
to make the synagogue part of a 
museum illustrating Jewish life in 
a place which has become a syno¬ 
nym for the death of Jews. 

Fred Schwartz, the president of 
the foundation, said the project 
costing between $5 million (£3 mfl- 
b'onj and $10 nuQton was support¬ 
ed by the governments and reli¬ 
gious leaders of all faiths in Po¬ 
land and the United Stales. 



AS RUSSIAN and European Union 
officials worked out the details of a 
multiniillionrpound aid package to 
help Russia through the winter, re¬ 
ports emerged yesterday that hun¬ 
dreds of inhabitants of remote villag¬ 
es m the for noiffi of the country were 
abandoning their homes in search of 
food and fuel 

In the for eastern port of Vladivos¬ 
tok, local authorities dosed schools 
and day-care centres yesterday be¬ 
cause mere was do heating. The 
Vladivostok energy supplier said it 
was unable to buy fuel or repair pipe¬ 
lines because the city had not paid its 
bills. 

Russian officials now acknowledge 
that there is a desperate need for hu¬ 
manitarian aid from abroad to help 
people in the worst hit regions get 
through the winter. Last week Russia 
signed an agreement with the United 
States for the supply of 3.1 million 
tonnes of food, including grain, pork 
and beef worth $625 million (£375 
milli on). 

Yesterday Gennadi Kulik, a] 
ty Prime Minister, toki foe In 
news agency that there were plans to 
buy £260 million worth of food from 
the EU, which would be resold on foe 
domestic market and tie profits used 


Western officials are scrambling to finalise 
aid package as fears of a winter famine 
grow, writes Robin Lodge in Moscow 


to fund social programmes. Id addi¬ 
tion, he said, the EU could provide 
humanitarian aid worth up to E7.S 
million. EU officials said last month 
that Russia had requested food aid 
during a visit to Moscow by Jacques 
Santer, foe European Commission 
President. 

But the Russians later denied foal 
any such request had been made and 
many officials have insisted that Rus¬ 
sia can deal with the problem itself 
The Russian economic crisis, coupled 
with a disastrous harvest — down 
nearly 50 per cent on 1997—and foil¬ 
ing food imports, have raised serious 


concerns that many para of the coun¬ 
try wflj face c a tastrophic shortages 
during the winter months. Hundreds 
eg thousands of people foe already 
having rifffirnifigt finding enough to 
eat fold some officials have expressed 
fears of famine breaking out in the 
more remote regions. . 

In Chukotka, the north-eastern tip 
of the country across the Boring 
Straits from Alaska, Aleksandr 
Tryapitsy, foe depfoy governor of foe 
region, to ld Russian television that 
the authorities had hffiun evacuating 
hundreds of people from foe Arctic 
town of Cape Schmidt, a mining oen- 


General demoted to private 


Moscow: President Maskhadov of 
yesterday demoted the 
Salman Raduyev from 
brigadier general to private after be 
was convicted of at tempti ng a coup, 
news reports said. As brigadier gen- 


Chechnya 
warlord ! 


end, Raduyev was afield command¬ 
er in the 1994-96 war wfih Russia for 
independence. He had been de¬ 
manding Mr Masfchadov's resigna¬ 
tion and was tried in absentia for 
foe coup attempt (AP) 


tre that rdies entirely on federal subsi¬ 
dies for its food and fuel supplies. 
Conditions in Chukotka are particu¬ 
larly harsh, with foe winter lasting 
nine months of the year and tempera¬ 
tures plummeting to minus 55C (mi¬ 
nus (minus 67F). 

The problem is made worse by 
poor distribution and bureaucracy, 
which often leads to food supplies be¬ 
ing held up for days or weeks at rail¬ 
way junctions. Aid distribution is fre¬ 
quently hampered by customs offi¬ 
cials and there have been accusations 
levelled in foe past against the West 
of attempting to off-load su b sta n dard 
food ana out-ofdate medicines on 
Russia. The International Red Cross, 
the main ram-governmental organisa¬ 
tion dealing with aid to Russia, is at¬ 
tempting to raise £11 million in an 
emergency winter appeal for Russia 
and the former Soviet republics of 
Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova. 

□ Tallinn: Estonian authorities yes¬ 
terday turned off the water supply to 
foe Russian border city of Ivangorod 
because it had not paid its water bill. 
Officials in the Estonian city of Nar¬ 
va, where the region's main water 
utility is located, raid that ivangorod 
had failed to pay water bills of more 
than $1 million. (AP) 
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Elderly visitors arrive to inspect the new memorial to 
the millions of victims of Stalin’s repression. Situated in 
a park on Krymskaya Embankment in Moscow, the 
monument was opened to the public yesterday 


Root and 
branch 
appraisal 
of Paris 

From Ben Macintyre 

IN PARIS 

ALL the trees in Paris are to be 
fitted with invisible electronic 
“collars” to enable the citys 
park keepers to identify the 
specific type, age and infirmi¬ 
ties of each one at the push of a 
button. 

About 30.000 trees have al¬ 
ready been fitted with the elec¬ 
tronic tags, and a further 
60.000 will be similarly 
marked in the coming year at 
a cost of FV3.5 million 
(£350.000). 

The tags are inserted into 
the mink without causing any 
damage to foe tree and then 
masked with wood-coloured 
filler. The badge can be read, 
using a hand-held electronic 
device, at a distance of around 
afoot. 

Paris city authorities say the 
(dan will ensure accurate mon¬ 
itoring of diseases in the tree 
population, and may help to 
combat a major invasion by 
termites which has already af¬ 
fected about 1300 trees. 

Paris is one of the most 
densely wooded cities in Eu¬ 
rope and foe municipal forest¬ 
ers have often found it hard to 
track diseases and organise re¬ 
planting programmes. 

The new system, based on 
the electronic tagging system 
for livestock, will distinguish 
each tree from its neighbour 
by accessing a computer data¬ 
bank with details of age. spe¬ 
cies. pruning history and any 
remedial treatment that might 
be required. 

Plans to paint a number on 
each tree were rejected as un¬ 
sightly, while muling a badge 
to each trunk was also deemed 
unsuitable as it could harm 
foe trees and would be liable 
to removal by vandals. 


Amidron says lyrics of 
peace songs are a lie 

General 
attacks 
songs of 
peace 

By Christopher Walker 
IN JERUSALEM 

AN Israeli general who once 
provoked a storm by claiming 
that non-Orthodox Jews were 
not true members of (he faith 
sparked a new furore yester¬ 
day by trying to censor peace 
songs in the military. 

Major-General Yaacov Ami- 
dror. the first Orthodox Jew to 
serve on the General Staff, 
launched his attack on the 
songs at a dosed seminar last 
month. The attack only came 
to light yesterday. 

In The Last War, a soldier 
who fought in the 1973 Yoxn 
Kip pur campaign promises 
his daughter there will be no 
more wars with the Arabs. 
The other lyric. Winter '73. is 
about parents'peace promises 
unfulfilled. 

The general described the 
lyrics as “a lie", prompting fu¬ 
rious criticism from the Left 
and from Yitzhak Mordechai, 
the Defence Minister. Mr 
Mordechai, a former senior of¬ 
ficer. is known to be particular 
rily fond of Winter '73. 
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SAS carried out Serbia raid 


OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


War crimes 
suspect seized 
at mountain 
hideout, writes 

Tom Walker 

WESTERN diplomatic sourc¬ 
es confirmed that a war crimes 
aspect arrested in Bosnia in 
^ptember was actually seized 
by i>AS troops inside Serbia. 
Tne regiment's most daring 
snatch operation to date sent a 
dear warning to President Mi¬ 
losevic that his country was no 
longer a haven for those want¬ 
ed for trial in The Hague. 

Stevan Todorovic, indicted 
for a string of alleged crimes 
against Muslims and Croats 
in 1992, was handed by Nato 
to the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugo¬ 
slavia on September 27. The in¬ 
formation given by the Nato- 
ted Stabilisation Force in Sara¬ 
jevo was that he had been ar¬ 
rested by American troops in 
northern Bosnia. Soon after¬ 
wards, the Serbian press quot¬ 
ed family members as saying 
that Mr Todorovic had been 
seized from a log cabin in the 
remote mountain region of 
Zlatibor in western Serbia, 
about 50 miles from the Drina 
river border with Bosnia. 

Despite denials by Nato the 
story persisted. American 
sources in Serbia admitted 
that their elite Delta units 
were involved in an operation 
that had crossed the Drina. 
Now another Western source 
has disclosed that the SAS had 
penetrated the mist-shrouded 
plateau of Zlatibor. 

“It was a classic mission. 
They will never admit it them¬ 
selves, but it will probably 
come out in a book someday,” 
said the source. “It’S no tod 
thing that people know this 
was the work of the SAS. it's a 
deliberate frightener for Milo¬ 
sevic — that's policy now.” 

Several of those wanted in 
The Hague for crimes commit¬ 
ted in Bosnia are believed to 
live in Serbia. They include 
General Raiko Mladic, the 
Bosnian Serb military com¬ 
mander held responsible for 
the Srebrenica massacre. 
Some observers believe the 
Zlatibor raid was a trial run. 

Angry relatives of Mr Todor¬ 
ovic told The Times that the 
former policeman was drag¬ 
ged from his cabin, gagged, 
blindfolded and beaten, before 
being bundled into a black sta- 



Stevan Todorovic, centre, snatched by the SAS from Serbia for war crimes, seen singing at a private party in the Bosnian Serb stronghold of Pale 


tion wagon and driven across 
the Drina. 

Mr Todorovic. 41, has told 
his sister by phone from The 
Hague that the snatch team 
stopped several times on the 
way to the border, probably to 
change the vehicle’s registra¬ 
tion plates. He was then smug¬ 
gled across in a dinghy, before 
being flown in an American 
helicopter toTuzla in the Mus- 
lim-Croat federation, and then 
to the Dutch capital. In Tuzla. 
he claims a US officer told 
him: “So. you draught you 
were safe over there, did you?” 

Belgrade has consistently re¬ 
fused to co-operate with The 
Hague tribunal, and last week 
denied a visa to Louise Ar¬ 
bour, its chief prosecutor, who 
wanted to visit Kosovo. 

MrTodorovic*s relatives said 
they had helped to shelter him 
after SAS units based in Repub¬ 
lika Srpska began a crackdown 
on suspected war criminals, 
killing one suspect and arrest¬ 
ing another in Prijedor. The 


fugitive’s cabin was decorated 
with Orthodox religious icons 
and calendars of girls and 
sports cars. Two gaud/ ties 
nung on a hatstand and a bro¬ 
ken television served as a bed¬ 
side table. The cabin, at 
3,000ft. is snowbound for three 


months of the year. Relatives 
also said the masked men who 
seized him spoke with accents 
from Belgrade and northern 
Serbia, and claimed the cabin 
had been staked out for sever¬ 
al days, during which Mr To- 
dorovics identity papers had 
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been stolen from a car.“We 
loved him and looked after 
him," one said. “How can any 
of us feel safe here after this?” 

An elderly man who lives 
next to Mr Todorovic’s cabin 
said he had fought in the Set 
ond World War with Fltznqy 
Maclean, the British agent 
who was parachuted into Ser¬ 
bia to help Tito’s partisans. 
“How could former allies do 
such a thing?" he asked. 

The Western source said: 
‘The guys are getting very 
good, and they've got a list of 
options in Yugoslavia. Many 
of them now speak fluent Serb¬ 
ian and they know the ground 
pretty well.” 

Mr Todorovic, who worked 
in the northern Bosnian town 
of Bosanski Samac. faces 
charges of murder, rape and 
torture. 

□ Paris: A dozen retired 
French soldiers held a public 
demonstration of support yes¬ 
terday for a senior pro-Ser- 
bian French officer arrested 


last week for spying for Bel¬ 
grade. *The army backs the 
Serbs. Release Major Bund," 
said a banner unfurled by the 
group outside the Defence 
Ministry. 

Army Major Pierre Bund. 
46, was held for allegedly 
handing Nato's Kosovo air- 
strike plans to agents from Bel¬ 
grade last month. He feces 15 
years in jail if convicted of 
handing intelligence to a for¬ 
eign power. The demonstra¬ 
tors said in a leaflet that by act¬ 
ing “to protect the Serbs, our 
country's unfading ally 
through two of this century's 
greatest trials. Major Bund re¬ 
mained faithful to the history 
of France. He betrayed only 
fleeting political manoeuvres.” 

France last week played 
down his alleged treason, with 
Alain Richard, the Defence 
Minister, saying the alliance's 
Kosovo air strike plans were 
never at risk from the data Ma¬ 
jor Bunel handed Bel¬ 
grade. (AFP) 


Schroder gives 
Germany a 
new Centre 


T he German Chancel¬ 
lor, Gerhard Schrd 
der, yesterday pro¬ 
claimed a “Republic of the 
new Centre" in an inaugural 
speed] as national leader 
which tried to wrest the gov¬ 
ernment initiative away 
from Oskar Lafontaine, his 
powerful rival and Finance 
Minister. 

The Christian Democratic 
opposition was not con¬ 
vinced. Wolfgang Schauble, 
die freshly minted party lead¬ 
er, said die speech was de¬ 
void of substance. “I did not 
detect anything of the new 
Centre in your speech but 
plenty of old Left phrases 
and a great deal of muddled 
thinking." 

Observers said the speech 
lacked the impact of Willy 
Brandt’s inauguralspeech — 
in which he promised to 
strive for more democracy 
and open up to the East — 
and in its sheer indigestible 
length obscured the central 
message which was that Ger¬ 
many had to find the 
strength to modernise and 
equip itself for global compe¬ 
tition. 

The Chancellor was evi¬ 
dently tom between seeking 
to . lower popular expecta¬ 
tions of radical reform — he 
wants personally to dictate 
the pace of change — and 
wanting to give a distinctive 
shape to ^many’s first So¬ 
cial Democrat-Green Gov¬ 
ernment Above all. the 
Chancellor was determined 
to show that he, and not 
Herr Lafontaine, will set foe 
tone of leadership. 

To that end. he held out a 
peace offering to the Bundes¬ 
bank which has been bat¬ 
tered over the past fortnight 
by demands from Here La¬ 
fontaine to lower interest 
rates. “The independence of 
foe Bundesbank and the Eu¬ 
ropean Central Bank, will be 
respected and protected." he 
said. He agreed with his Fi¬ 
nance Minister that co-ordi¬ 
nated international action 
was needed to calm the finan¬ 
cial markets. 

That, in turn, suggested a 
need for doser political inte¬ 
gration within Europe. “Be¬ 
cause of foe global financial 
crisis we must ensure that 
Europe speaks with one 


Roger Boyes 
hears the new 
Chancellor set 
the tone for 
his leadership 


voice.” Germany takes over 
foe European presidency in 
January and it will therefore 
be at foe helm when the euro 
is introduced. 

No shade of Herr Schrfi 
dor's scepticism about the 
euro remains. He no longer 
demands that it be as hard as 
the mark but he insists on sta¬ 
bility. “The common curren¬ 
cy must be a success. That 
means it must be. and must 
remain, stable;" he said. “We 
will not question the stability 
orientation of European 
monetary policy.” 

The Government’s Europe¬ 
an agenda is dear. Herr 
Schroder wants — as a popu¬ 
list gesture to show he will 
not be bullied on foreign poli¬ 
cy issues — to cut Germany’s 
payments to the EU. “In foe 
context of foe new organisa¬ 
tion of European Union fi¬ 
nancing, we want to see 
greater fairness in terms of 
contributions and to reduce 
Germany’s net contributions 
in a fair way,” he said, earn¬ 
ing a rare burst of applause. 

G ermany is by far the 
biggest net contribu¬ 
tor to foe European 
budget The Chancellor did 
not however, press in his 
speech for big structural re¬ 
form. but he is known to be 
sceptical about foe workings 
of the common agricultural 
policy. The German Govern¬ 
ment has lost, with the dis¬ 
placement of foe Bavarian 
Christian Social Union, its 
main fanners’ lobby. It is 
therefore freer to act than the 
Kohl Government Herr 
Schroder indicated in War¬ 
saw last week that European 
agricultural policy would 
have to be overhauled before 
Poland and other central Eu¬ 
ropean countries are admit¬ 
ted. Reference to a.German- 
Frencb-British triangle have 
also been dropped. 


Executioners clear Iraqi jails 


By Michael Theodouuhj 

IN NICOSIA 

IRAQ is solving the problem 
of overcrowded jails by execut¬ 
ing up to 100 political prison¬ 
ers a month ■ in a “prison 
cleansing campaign” over¬ 
seen by President Saddam 
Hussein's younger son. 


Qusay. Three Egyptians ac¬ 
cused of "supplying informa¬ 
tion to an enemy country" 
were among 125 prisoners exe¬ 
cuted in October, said the 
Iraqi Communist Party. one of 
the more reliable opposition 
groups. It listed foe executed 
prisoners, which included 29 
military men. 


The military people are 
shot by firing squad, the civil¬ 
ians are banged,” said Kawa 
Rashid, a spokesman for the 
group. “New prisoners are 
coming in all the time and 
Saddam doesn't want to free 
the old ones because he sees 
them as enemies, so they are 
executed." 


PRODUCT 

RECALL 

TESCO WHOLE 
BLACK PEPPER 55g JAR 

The British Pepper & Spice Co Limited is taking the 
precautionary measure of re callin g a small batch of their 
product that is sold as TESCO WHOLE BLACK PEPPER 
because of suspected microbiological contamination. 

This recall ONLY affects the black peppercorns supplied in 
Tesco 55gjars priced at £1.54. NO OTHER PEPPER TYPE, 

PEPPER pack or pepper refill is affected . 

The recalled product is contained in a 55g glass jar with a black 
plastic cap, and the code 8296 (followed by any other letters/ 
numbers) is printed in yellow/green ink on the run of the cap. 

The date code for the product is Best Before End Oct. 2000. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 

Customers who have purchased the above product should 
return it to the Customer Service Desk at the most convenient 
Tesco store for a full refund. 

Tesco apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

For further information, please contact. 

The British Pepper & Spice Co Ltd 
Rhosili Road, Brackmills. Northampton. NN4 7AN. 

FREEPHONE: 0800 917 8390 


US sends 
carrier 
to boost 
Gulf fleet 

From Bronwen Maddox 

IN WASHINGTON 

THE United States ordered a 
second aircraft carrier to 
speed to foe Gulf yesterday, as 
well as deploying a second 
group of amphibious assault 
ships. William Cohen, the De¬ 
fence Secretary, said. 

Time is running out.” for 
Iraq to comply with United Na¬ 
tions arms inspectors, he said, 
although he added that no deci¬ 
sion had been made about 
whether to launch strikes. 

As the Omton Administration 
weighed its narrowing options, 
a new CIA report said President 
Saddam Hussein's regime has 
“the capability to quickly resur¬ 
rect weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion production” once inspec¬ 
tions ceased. The report was pre¬ 
pared before Iraq’s October 31 
declaration that it would sus¬ 
pend even grudging coopera¬ 
tion with UN inspeaors. 

The accelerated departure of 
the Enterprise comes after an 
accident on board during train¬ 
ing in the Atlantic on Sunday 
night, when two jets crashed, 
leaving one airman dead and 
three others presumed dead. 

According to. USA Today, 
which visited the ship last 
month to look at the impact of 
budget cuts imposed by Con¬ 
gress, Enterprise is under¬ 
staffed and under-equipped. 

The rising tension has 
raised speculation that Presi¬ 
dent Chnton may curtail or 
cancel a ten-day trip begin¬ 
ning on Saturday to Malaysia, 
Japan, South Korea and 
Guam. But foe President, who 
yesterday again met Pentagon 
officials to discuss options for 
response, “has made no deri¬ 
sion”, Mr Cohen said. 

James Rubin, the State De¬ 
partment spokesman, rejected 
suggestions that the US was 
alone in its desire to punish 
Iraq for non-compliance. “We 
don't feel lonely,” he said. 

Mr Cohen emphasised yes¬ 
terday that he felt the credibili¬ 
ty of the US and the UN was 
on the line. “Diplomacy al¬ 
ways should have every oppor¬ 
tunity to dance. But a dance 
has a beginning and an end. 
This cant go on forever." 
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Creek squabble 
stirs up India 

border tension 

From Christopher Thomas in delhi 

ers of Kutch and Sindh rook 
the matter of the firewood seri¬ 
ously and referred it to high au¬ 
thorities in Bombay to arbi¬ 
trate. 

In 1914 the Government of 
India issued a resolution ac¬ 
ceptable to both sides, result¬ 
ing in the production of Map 
No B44. In it. a green line de¬ 
noting the boundary was 
marked on the eastern bank— 
customary in British times, 
when rivers and creeks were 
never divided down the mid¬ 
dle as a matter of policy be¬ 
cause of the trouble it invaria¬ 
bly caused. 

Pakistan says the map plac¬ 
es the creek in its territory; In¬ 
dia says the green line was not 
a boundaiy but a “riband," a 
symbolic line, since rivers and 
creeks should be divided down 
the middle. Pakistan called for 
third-party arbitration to settle 
the issue but India, which nev¬ 
er permits outside involve¬ 
ment in its disputes with the Is¬ 
lamic stale, refused. 

Nothing, it seems, is capa¬ 
ble of easing cross-border ten¬ 
sions: even plans to open a bus 
route through the only official 
Land crossing between both 
countries, at Wagah in Pun¬ 
jab, have come to nothing be¬ 
cause of bureaucratic inertia 
and lack of political will. 


TALKS between India and Pa¬ 
kistan on a disputed creek, 
which is short, narrow, shal¬ 
low, unnavigahle and of no 
commercial value, have bro¬ 
ken down acrimoniously 
the final proof, if it were need¬ 
ed. that the old enemies can 
agree on nothing. 

They also disagreed yester¬ 
day on economic co-operation. 
There is almost no commerce 
between them, despite the 
enormous potential. A less re¬ 
strictive border would produce 
an immediate annual trade of 
$1 billion [E625 million), ac¬ 
cording to estimates by both 
sides. Instead, they exchange 
little more than the occasional 
batch of wheat or sugar. 

The disputed waterway is 
known as Sir Creek, and de¬ 
marcates part of the border be¬ 
tween the western Indian state 
of Gujarat and Sindh province 
in Pakistan. Almost 90 years 
ago. an argument over a pile 
oF firewood lying on the banks 
started a dispute that was tak¬ 
en up by the then rulers of the 
provinces of Kutch and Sindh, 
the latter of which is now part 
of Pakistan. That conflict has 
become the basis of a public 
wrangie between two nuclear 
powers. 

The seeming pettiness of the 
dispute is justified by both 



sides on the ground that the 
outcome would set a precedent 
for much larger questions of 
maritime boundary disputes. 
The breakdown of the talks 
was hardly a surprise: every 
area of dispute the two sides 
have discussed in official talks 
in Delhi since last week has 
generally ended in stalemate 
and recrimination. 

Efforts to disengage from 
the Siachen Glacier in the 
Himalayas, where the two 
countries fight a pointless war 
for control of uninhabitable 
and strategically useless moun¬ 
tain-tops. collapsed amid bit¬ 
ter words on both sides last 
week.. 

The 20-mile Sir Creek was 
recognised in the early 1900s 
as the boundaiy between 
Kutch and Sindh. The then rul- 



Indonesia protesters curbed 


A VIGILANTE in Indone¬ 
sia's dvOian security forces at¬ 
tacks a suspected Student pro¬ 
tester approaching the parlia¬ 
ment building in Jakarta, 
where more than 5.000 stu¬ 
dents staged a demonstration 
yesterday. Similar protests 
were reported in at least six 


other dries as legislators 
opened a special meeting in 
the capital to prepare for dec- 
tions in 1999. The students 
converged on the parliament 
but found their route blocked 


by soldiers and police. The 
standoff lasted for nearly 
four hours, but no serious vio¬ 
lence was reported. The pro¬ 
testers said the parliamentary 
meeting was illegitimate be¬ 


cause the assembly was the 
product of unfair elections 
held under former President 
Suharto, ousted on May 21. 
They said the presidency of 
B. J. Habibie, who took over, 
was also unconstitutional be¬ 
cause rite transfer was not car¬ 
ried out in parliament. (AFT) 


Suicide woman dies 
after botched rescue 


Bangkok: A Thai woman fell 
to her death from a five-storey 
building after a police officer 
trying to talk her out of sui¬ 
dde made a sudden, failed 
bid to grab and rescue her. 

Police in Hat YaL 590 miles 
south of Bangkok, came un¬ 
der critidsm yesterday for the 
botched rescue; which was 
seen by millions of Thais on 
television. 

No nets were spread under 
Sripraphai Cheoyphiew. 25. 
during the five-hour standoff 
on Monday and no ambu¬ 
lance had been placed on 


standby. Ms Sripraphai was 
reportedly depressed after her 
Malaysian boyfriend left her. 
She stood on the roof of her 
building during the ordeal as 
a plainclothes officer negotiat¬ 
ed with her. At one point, he 
tried to grab her. In the video, 
she appeared startled and fell 
off the ledge. 

The officer clutched at her 
skirt and held on for about 
five seconds as she scrabbled 
to find a handhold. But the 
skirt tore away and she fdL dy¬ 
ing two hours later from inter¬ 
nal bleeding. (AP) 



The victim hangs by her skirt seconds before her fall 


Police ‘bullied’ Anwar foes 


Kuala Lumpur Malaysian 
police bullied two people into 
retracting sex charges against 
Anwar Ibrahim, the ousted 
Deputy Prime Minister, a 
court was told yesterday. 

Mr Anwar is being tried on 
four corruption charges alleg¬ 
ing that he used his position to 
quash the police investigation 
into the sex accusations. The 
former protege of Dafuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the 
Prime Minister, has denied 
the charges, maintaining that 
he is the victim of a plot. 

But a senior police officer. Ab¬ 
dul Aaz Hussein, who led the in¬ 
vestigation, said he received di¬ 
rect orders from top police offi¬ 


cials to ensure that Mr Anwar's 
accusers withdrew die allega¬ 
tions. 

Ummi Hafilda Alt was taken 
in for questioning in August last 
year after she accused Mr An¬ 
war of having sex with his driv¬ 
er and her sister-in-law. the wife 
of Mr Anwar's private secretary 
at the time. Fbr eight hours, she 
was subjected to police interro¬ 
gation during which she was 
threatened that she could be 
charged under the country’s dra¬ 
conian Internal Security AcL 

Mr Abdul Aziz said the aim 
of the investigation was to 
“neutralise" Ms Ummi and 
the driver. Azizan Abu Bakar. 
and get them "to retract their 


accusations”. At first Ms 
Ummi was adamant about 
her accusations, contained in a 
letter written to Dr Mahathir. 

It took Mr Abdul Aziz sever¬ 
al more days to persuade her 
to come up with a strong 
enough retraction letter to sat¬ 
isfy his boss. Special Branch 
chief Mohamed Said Awang. 

Spedal Brandi police also 
had to frighten Mr Azizanto get 
him to retract allegations that 
he had homosexual relations 
with Mr Anwar. 

The trial is due to be ad¬ 
journed on Saturday, three 
days before a summit of the 
18-nation Asia-Padfic Econom¬ 
ic Cooperation forum. (AFP) 
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Scores 
held as 
China 
targets 
churches 

From James Pringle 
in BEIJING 

CHINESE police have de¬ 
tained more than 140 Chris¬ 
tian worshippers and beaten 
up some of their leaders in a 
new crackdown on under¬ 
ground Protestant churches, 
the New York-based Human 
Rights in China said in a letter 
released yesterday. 

The Christians were arrest¬ 
ed at meetings in under¬ 
ground or house-churches at 
two venues in central Henan 
province on October 26 and 
November 5. the letter from a 
church campaigner revealed. 

It alleged that police "cruelly 
bear’ at feast 13 people identi¬ 
fied as church leaders. Their 
whereabouts are currently un¬ 
known. the letter written by- 
David Zhang, an unofficial 
spokesman for China's house- 
churches. said. 

A police official in Wugang 
county, where 40 arrests were 
made earlier, said the authori¬ 
ties moved to ban an illegal 
meeting and took into custody 
those who resisted. The official 
claimed that some of the 
churchgoers shot at the offio 
ers with home-made rifles, 
and that those involved came 
from 16 Chinese provinces. 

The Religious Affairs Bu¬ 
reau. a Chinese Communist 
Party organisation which mon¬ 
itors religious activity, refused 
to comment Officials in Nan- 
yang. where arrests were also 
made, remained tight-lipped. 

The lener said that on the 
night of October 26 police sur¬ 
rounded worshippers gather¬ 
ing in a village outside Wu- 
gang and in a sudden raid 
took away 11 church leaders. 
Ten days later. 60 miles away 
in Nanyang. police broke up a 
house-church service and ar¬ 
rested more than 100 people. 

In his letter. Mr Zhang pre¬ 
dicted that in the next two 
months there will be greater 
religious persecution in China. 

Political observers here said 
that despite a willingness on 
the part of China’s leaders to 
discuss the issue of religious 
tolerance with leaders such as 
President Clinton and Mary 
Robinson, the United Nations 
Human Rights chief, intimida¬ 
tion of Christians continues. 



Now you’ll have even more 
opportunity to travel and get 
business done in America. Starting 
November 2, US Airways will be 
adding an additional daily nonstop 
from London Gatwick Airport to 
Philadelphia. Once you get there, you 
can continue your trip to over 200 cities 
in the U-S.,.Canada and the Caribbean. 

More nonstop service every day - that’s 
something definitely worth repeating. 

For ndditioTuU information, contact your travel consultant or 
US Airways on 0800-183-5556. Or visit us on the Internet 
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Since our launch in January 1998 wc have been 
staggered by the sheer level of customer response. 
We are, quite simply, Britain's fastest growing 
telephone bank. 

The reason is undoubtedly the outstanding rates 
of interest wc consistently offer our customers for 
both personal and business accounts. 


To find out more just talk to your Financi 
Advisor or call us direct - it only lakes a few minute 



•1 Sgw*# -to never been tier-pier j 

PHOWe LINES OPCN UOMOAT-PRIOAV OAm.'JPm. SATURDAY BAM-SpJ 


-Giw» pA - (hr rale nl imrfru pjkl ^ •Mihoin deduction m u.m i 


jntfha to balance* on PmvjchI SO Diy Notice .Vawnccir esamn and iwcc Bain ronon imm KHh N«mmh-f ton* vuir-. ma- tur' '’*' slWc lv ’ n ' ,a *P a * m Thl; «wr quoted 
on the amount *nt>drtwn w« hr JiaiRCd H jtw Un him rIw in Vitfcar days' n-*k-r .4 «lili,ln«jl SMmLiiiI Dfr Kin It r ? S '* ***''■’ *'°“ lr,,elcs 

SCI 736851 BcgblOrt Pfflfe Standard life House SI U-llilan Mood Fdlnlxiiflh HU JJHL Wcphoni-.alli Mil I. motutMnl and la.ulnl 1111 --’-‘Hind (number 
—r— ana inunM to hdp u 5 improve rust ojtxt juvuv. 


























held a* 

ChiJ 
targets 

Arches 

■‘ tL, ‘l Ui,.. 

Y'^fc-s Pa,. 




J-w 

**'*dH*- 
,::■■■■ ks*?*« 

■ -r. ''n a 

Ur^r. 

£* **S! 

'-..-.U ; .‘ *4r. 
■■ ai 

^ ' v. * 1*1 
: . :!■;•:: ~Y? and 

- :rr »m a 

-■ -: P ^L?W 

'-• --Y.' T^r 

, .-sT-S** 

. •. • -,.Y" -lir 'ijt 
-- jr:. CT ^aii 
.:, '* *■»**. 

.’- ’. YY t, " liv -tri 
- 

J .y"_y '*fc*a 

;• ---"Y.u 

, _ — -hs 

- I. : *. r ^ riib, 
• •• ’. 3aa 




- * ■"*■■_ 


amoved 


i% 
i -f, 



.„ <■*>* 


!™ TIM E SVgDNESDA Y NOVEMBER II 1998 


Help at last for hurricane victims 


OVERSEAS NEWS 17 


AS ANOTHER large United 
S|* ^ legation flew fom 
yesterday, led bv 

3Sst2“S wife of 

5s 1 £“ AI . relief offi¬ 

cials here saiu they are steina 

agns of progress YLS- 

have begun to reach even the 
most inaccessible areas where 
villages have, in some cases 
been without food and drink¬ 
ing water for almost ^ 
weeks. 

JS** * S ? OTline in - 

proDlem has bean getting it 
where it needs to go," Slid 
Helen Austin, from Wirral. 
Cheshire, who is the headmis¬ 
tress of a school in La Ceiba, 


0?*%jL Relief officials delightec at 
e fforts by governments and 
IV?-.-r" P” vate groups, David Adams 
reports from Tegucigalpa 


on the north coast, where relief 
supplies are being packaged 
py students whose classes 
nave been suspended since 
Hurricane Mitch struck II 
days ago. 

Delighted relief officials say 
they are overwhelmed by the 
international support Hondu¬ 
ras has received, not only from 


governments, but also from 
numerous independent dev¬ 
elopment organisations, pri¬ 
vate charities and religious 
groups. 

The US has so far agreed to 
provide $70 million {£43.7 mil¬ 
lion) in shon-term humanitari¬ 
an relief. The British Govern¬ 
ment has donated £250,000 in 


bilateral aid. which is being 
channelled through local devd 
opment groups, as well as an¬ 
other £ 800,000 towards the 
larger European Union effort. 

Britain, France and Germa¬ 
ny are also leading the debate 
over a moratorium on Hondu¬ 
ras’ $4 billion foreign debt. In 
response to the impressive 
strides taken by Honduran 
governments in recent years to 
control spending and intro¬ 
duce democratic reforms, the 
Europeans are leaning to¬ 
wards a generous approach to 
the country's debt burden, pos¬ 
sibly even writing oft its $1.8 
billion debt with EU mem¬ 


bers. On the ground, die Brit¬ 
ish contribution is being spear- 
headed by Royal Navy vessels. 
HMS Sheffield, HMS Ocean 
and HMS Tristram — accom¬ 
panied by 600 Royal Marine 
commandos. To prolong their 
presence, the crews of all three 
ships are on strict rations. 

Yesterday HMS Sheffield 
was anchored outside the port 
of Puerto Castillo on the north 
coast as navy search and res¬ 
cue teams were deployed on in¬ 
flatable craft up the Aguan Riv¬ 
er, where extensive flooding 
has left many communities iso¬ 
lated. HMS Tristram and 
HMS Ocean, with eight heli¬ 


copters on board, are active in 
the Mosmtito Coast region on 
the border rtf Nicaragua and 
Honduras. 

They have found very seri¬ 
ous problems with lots of very 
side people, children especial¬ 
ly. Suffering from diarrhoea 
and skin infections.** said Dav¬ 
id Osborne, the British Ambas¬ 
sador to Honduras. Although 
there was little loss of Ufe in 
the region, crops were ruined 
in many villages, leaving them 
without food for months. 

As the recovery effort moves 
into a long-term reconstruc¬ 
tion phase, local officials say 

the country wOl need as much 


as $2 billion to repair its roads, 
bridges, water mains, electrid- 
ty and telephones. Aid offidals 
say privately that the Hondu¬ 
ran Government is at a loss as 
to where to begin. They un¬ 
derstand now what’s hit them, 
but they have no idea how to 
deal with it," said one official. 
□ 77ie Central America Hurri¬ 
cane Appeal is collecting dona¬ 
tions for victims of the disas¬ 
ter. The credit card donation 
line is (0870) 6060 900. 
Cheques, made payable to 
The DEC Hurricane Appeal, 
can be sent to The DEC Hurri¬ 
cane Appeal, PO Box999, Lon¬ 
don EC3A9AA . 


EU wrangles 
over funds for 
human rights 

From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


SENIOR European Union offi¬ 
cials met last night to chart a 
way out of a management 
mess which has brought 
havoc to Europe’s £70 million- 
a-year spending on human 
rights and threatened the exist¬ 
ence of hundreds of projects 
funded by the EU to strength¬ 
en new democracies. 

Unr’er fire from internation¬ 
al organisations, the Europe¬ 
an Parliament and the EU’s 
financial watchdogs, the Com¬ 
mission war. .3 the Union’s 
member governments to back 
the creation of a new Europe¬ 
an human rights agenpy. How¬ 
ever, the critics want immedi¬ 
ate action to ensure that mo¬ 
tions of pounds of frozen funds 
reach needy projects around 
the world. 

Spending has become snarl¬ 
ed in a bureaucratic turf war 
and legal wrangling over who 
allocates and manages money 
going to projects that range 
from helping torture victims to 
training judges in Poland and 
promoting democracy in Afri¬ 
ca an elsewhere. 

Jacques San ter, the Commis¬ 
sion President, has been stung 
into action by an outcry from 
nongovernmental organisa¬ 
tions and a damning report 
from the EU Court of Auditors 
which accused the Brussels ex¬ 
ecutive of “failing in its respon¬ 
sibility** and resorting to 
shady accounting in the way it 


administered rights spending. 
In a letter io Mr Santer. the In¬ 
ternational Human Rights 
Federation. Amnesty Intern¬ 
ational and three other world 
organisations said “the conse¬ 
quences for many hundreds of 
projects based all over the 
world are extremely grave". 

A group of eminent advo¬ 
cates, including Mary Robin¬ 
son. the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, last month questioned 
the EU’s commitment, saying 
that its approach to human 
rights “tends to be splintered, 
lacks leadership and is mar¬ 
ginalised in policy-making”. 

At the centre of the row is 
the Commission’s derision to 
end its contract with the Brus¬ 
sels-based European Human 
Rights foundation, which has 
been running EU projects and 
had been due to take over the 
bulk of the management un¬ 
der the EU’s rights and demo¬ 
cracy programme. The Com¬ 
mission has now cancelled its 
arrangement on the grounds 
that there was no legal basis 
for funding the foundation's 
work. 

The critics say the real mo¬ 
tive is the Commission’s desire 
to keep control and apply polit¬ 
ical criteria, sending money to 
big government bodies at the 
expense of funding hundreds 
of small projects of the type fav¬ 
oured by the foundation. 



A picture released yesterday showing 
Chinese personnel on structures 
erected on a disputed reef in the 
South China Sea. The Philippines 
Navy was ordered yesterday to block 
any further entry of Chinese vessels 
to Mischief Reef. President Estrada 
also ordered increased aerial patrols 
over the reef to support the naval 


Manila reinforces blockade 


blockade but his spokesman denied 
Manila was gearing up for a military 
confrontation. The spokesman said 
the action was “to discourage Chi¬ 
nese fishing vessels’entry in that par¬ 
ticular area" and emphasised Ma¬ 


nila's position of solving the dispute 
diplomatically. The Philippines last 
week lodged a strong diplomatic pro¬ 
test. accusing China of engaging in a 
large-scale expansion of permanent 
structures it already erected on the 


Philippines-claimed reef. Manila of¬ 
fidals said this was in violation of a 
“code of conducT signed fay the two 
nations to avoid taking further ac¬ 
tions in the Spratfys. including Mis¬ 
chief Reef. The Philippines said 
there were indications toe expanded 
s tr uct u res could be used for military 
purposes. (AFP) 


Debt 
aid for 
Mitch 
victims 
agreed 

By Janet Bush 
ECONOMICS EDITOR 


BRITAIN and France com¬ 
mitted £10 million each to a 
new trust fund yesterday de¬ 
signed to help Honduras 
and Nicaragua to service 
their debts as they begin to 
rebuild from the devasta¬ 
tion of Hurricane Mitch. 

Gordon But tl the Chan¬ 
cellor, and Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn. France's Eco¬ 
nomy and Finance Minister, 
also called on the Paris Club 
of international creditors to 
agree on a moratorium of all 
official bilateral debt 

Even if the Paris Club 
were to agree on it the cri¬ 
sis countries would still 
have to service debts to mul¬ 
tilateral institutions such as 
the International Monetary 
Fund and toe World Bank 
and the trust fund is de¬ 
signed to do this for them. 

M Strauss-Kahn went fur¬ 
ther than Mr Brown yester¬ 
day, promising that France 
would caned all the debt 
owed to it by Nicaragua, Hon¬ 
duras, Guatemala and El Sal¬ 
vador. It i* believed to ac¬ 
count for 2 per cent of Nicara¬ 
gua’s $6.1 billion (£17 billion) 
foreign debt and 2 per cent of 
Honduras’s £41 biDioa 

Britain is c zed small 
amounts, £900,000 by Nica¬ 
ragua and £300.000 by 
Honduras. However, Brit¬ 
ish officials said the Gov¬ 
ernment opposed debt can¬ 
cellation on principle. say¬ 
ing that only by remaining 
a creditor could Britain ex¬ 
ert influence on developing 
countries to pursue sensible 
economic policies. 

Mr Brown also called yes¬ 
terday for reducing the time¬ 
table for these countries to 
qualify for relief under toe 
IMF and World Bank’s 
Heavily Indebted Poor 
Country Initiative. His 
plan would give Nicaragua 
some debt relief by 2001 in¬ 
stead of 2002. Honduras 
could not expect any relief 
for five to six years, even un¬ 
der Mr Brown’s proposal 

Janet Bush, page 29 
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Greenhouse gas treaty ‘doomed 
bv soaring American pollution’ 


By Nick Nuttall 
ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 
IN BUENOS AIRES 

AN INTERNATIONAL treaty to fight 
global warming is already doomed be¬ 
cause toe United States will never meet 
its targets on reducing emissions, the 
American architect of toe treaty claimed 
yesterday. 

Robert Reinstem, toe Stale Depart¬ 
ment’s negotiator at the Rio conference in 
1992 which adopted the Climate Change 
Convention, said toe latest analysts of 
America’s greenhouse gas emissions 
from cars, factories, homes and business¬ 
es, showed they were soaring out of con¬ 
trol and would be around 12 billion 
tonnes by the 2010 deadline. 

This, he said, had put the US on course 
to be about 30 percent higher in its green¬ 


house gas pollution than 1990 levels. Un¬ 
der agreements reached in Kyoto last 
year, toe US agreed to reduce emissions 
by 7 per cent by 2010 to 5.4 billion tonnes. 

These explosive claims were made by 
Mr Reinstein at a conference of environ¬ 
ment ministers and climate experts here 
aimed at charting a plan for implementa¬ 
tion of the Kyoto protocol. “They (the 
Americans] signed up to something it is 
impossible to fulfil,” said Mr Reinstein. 
who is no longer with toe Stale Depart¬ 
ment and is attending as an observer. 

He said environmentalists believed 
that industrial nations like toe US had a 
number of ways to meet the Kyoto tar¬ 
gets. These included increasing the use of 
renewable sources of power and promot¬ 
ing leaner-burning power stations and 
cars, and energy-efficiency drives in 
homes and businesses. But Mr Reinstein 
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said the bope that technology would 
come to the rescue was flawed, as the 
changeover from old power stations and 
cars to energy-efficient systems was too 
stow. 

“If ]the Americans} did all they can 
domestically at this moment, they could 
take toe increase in emissions down to 
12-15 per cent above 1990 levels. But that 
is still 19 per cent to 22 per cent above the 
target” Emission trading will allow toe 
US to buy carbon credits, to offset its 
emissions at home, from countries which 
have met and exceeded their targets. 

Kirsty Hamilton of Greenpeace Inter¬ 
national said Mr Reinstein's study was 
“overly pessimistic”. She said industries 
in America and Europe were now con¬ 
vinced that there were “big and cheap re¬ 
ductions of carbon dioxide which can be 
made in the US”. 


Colombia 

chainsaw 

gang kill 13 

By Gabribua Gamini 
SOUTH AMERICA 
CORRESPONDENT 

HOODED Colombian para¬ 
militaries wielding chainsaws 
killed 13 peasants and injured 
more than 20 otters during a 
dawn raid on two small neigh¬ 
bouring villages in the central 
state of Antioquia. They at¬ 
tacked the hamlets in the be¬ 
lief they were inhabited by 
sympathisers of left-wing guer¬ 
rillas in the area. 

State polioe said they found 
a *Tiorrifying scene of dismem¬ 
bered bodies and splattered 
blood" in the villages of La 
Mona and Santa Isabel, about 
155 miles from Bogota. The 
group, calling itself R-20. also 
left behind leaflets and messag¬ 
es written in Mood on the 
walls of farmers' homes, claim¬ 
ing responsibility. 

A police spokesman said the 
paramilitaries first used chain¬ 
saws to kill six people in La 
Mona before moving on to 
Santa Isabel Ten of the vic¬ 
tims were men. One was a 
15-year-old girl, lolled by the 
raifitiamen when they were un¬ 
able to find her husband. 

In recent weeks paramili¬ 
taries have intensified attacks 
on civilians in Antioquia amid 
an upsurge of activity by the 
rebels. 
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STEP-PARENTS AND GENES 




I t is not easy to love other 
peoples children. En¬ 
dearing habits in one's 
own toddlers are brat- 
tishncss in others'. Forgive¬ 
ness comes easier for errors 
that are home-grown. 

Pity. then, the step-parent 
whn has to take on a Fully- 
fledged family and behave as 
if it is his or hers. Nursery liter¬ 
ature is stuffed with accounts 
of cruel step-parents who fail 
this demanding test, from Cin¬ 
derella to Hansel and Cretel. 

A Imh-century French prov¬ 
erb says: ‘The 
mother of babes 
who elects to revved/ ft 

Has taken their en- 1VAW 

emy into her bed." , 
fn any culture, at tO 

any time, you will 
find iales of cruel the 

step-parents and 
victimised stepchil- 
dren. Until recent- LI 

ly such stories were 
regarded as hango- ^V( 

vers from a credu¬ 
lous past: not even ,1 ■ 

folk wisdom, but a lllcll 

Grimm reminder 
that children 
should be grateful for any¬ 
thing Jess than assaultand bat¬ 
tery from their namral par¬ 
ents. A short but fascinating 
book by two psychologists at 
Canada's McMaster Universi- 
ty in Ontario, Martin Drily 
and Margin Wilson, paints a 
different picture. The Truth 
about Cinderella suggests 
that cruel step-parents are far 
from a myth. They are the un¬ 
comfortable. but literal, truth. 

The smrv begins with 
Charles Darwin. His ideas 
about evolution percolated at 
what now seems a glacial 
pace. For a century, scientists 
believed them without really 


Most try 
to love 
them as 
they 
would 
their own 


understanding their full signif¬ 
icance- There was a vagueness 
about whether natural selec¬ 
tion operated at the level of the 
individual, the group, the spe¬ 
cies. at all three—or at none of 
them. Today aJ) but a minority 
believe it operates at the level 
of the gene, making organisms 
no more than the outward ex¬ 
pression of a covert selection 
taking place out of sight. 

The competition is ro ensure 
that your own genes, and not 
somebody rise's, ring down 
the generations. This means 
that our interests 
are far more bound 
up in ensuring the 

L J survival of our own 

progeny than they 
IVe can ever be in altru¬ 

istic acts towards 
i oq the progeny of oth- 

3 ers. Human beings 

and other animals 
y can behave in ways 

that appear altruis- 
,M tic. and may be so. 

But such acts, to- 
day's Darwinians 
)WTl believe, are de- 

— signed as a subtle 
form of self-promo¬ 
tion. They invite reciprocation 
and earn esteem, which en¬ 
hances the breeding chances of 
the altruist. 

Applying this uncomforta¬ 
ble doctrine to humans took 
even longer, even though die 
evidence was there. For exam¬ 
ple. in 1977. Gaiy Becker, the 
economist, showed from Amer¬ 
ican demographic data that 
while having children within a 
marriage reduces the divorce 
rate, having siepchildren in¬ 
creases it He concluded that 
genetic children have a value 
beyond the simply economic, 
while stepchildren do not. 

Finding the argument per- 
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Children's literature has always been full of accounts of cruel step-parents. But is blood really thicker than water? 


suasive. Daly and Wilson set 
out to discover whether step¬ 
children really do suffer more 
abuse than genetic children. 
This is not entirely straightfor¬ 
ward because there are a 
number of possible confound¬ 
ing factors and the US census, 
with which the two began 
their research, does not distin¬ 
guish between genetic, adop¬ 
tive and step-parenthood. 

Since these first studies, how¬ 
ever, the mounting evidence 
has pointed in the same direc¬ 
tion. A report by the National 
Society for the Prevention of 
Crueliy to Children into child 
abuse in Britain in the 1980s, 
for example, showed that 32 
per cent of the more than 4.00(1 
cases of physical injury record¬ 
ed were among children with 
a step-parent. 

Canadian statistics show 
that a step-parent (overwhelm¬ 
ingly a stepfatherl is 70 rimes 
more likely to kill a child un¬ 


der two years old than is a nat¬ 
ural father. Home Office statis¬ 
tics record that murders by- 
stepfathers are also different 
from those by genetic fathers. 
While genetic fathers lull their 
children while they sleep, or as 
part of a suicide, stepfathers 
bludgeon them to death. 

In Finland, a survey ol 9.000 
15-year-old girls showed that 
3.7 per cent of those living with 
a stepfather claimed to have 
bam sexually abused, com¬ 
pared with 0 J 2 per cent of those 
living with a generic father. 
Daly and Wilson's findings 
have not made them universal¬ 
ly popular, with their evidence 
described by some critics as 
“flawed and biased". Even 
those who accept that stepchil¬ 
dren have, on average, a hard¬ 
er time than genetic children, 
have been reluctant to criticise 
step-families. Why? "Perhaps 
the main reason is that the writ¬ 
ers feel the step-family life is 


hard enough, without adding 
to the stigma." they say. They 
deal brutally with the "vacu¬ 
ous pap" put forward by psy¬ 
chologists to explain why step- 
parenthood is sn difficult — for 
example, the theory that the 
role is “incompletely institu¬ 
tionalised” and stepparents 
simply don't know what to do. 


D aly and Wilson 
say: "Some step¬ 
parents do indeed 
describe their an¬ 
guish and inconsistent behav¬ 
iour as a kind of perplexity, but 
this is surely a sign of internal 
motivational conflicts rather 
than of die absence of a script 
People are ambivalent when 
they have conflicting desires." 

Yet the majority of steppar¬ 
ents do not abuse the children 
in their care, and do their very 
best to love them as they 
would their own. They lake 
them on as part of the deal, im¬ 


plicit or explicit, that they 
strike with the namral parent. 
Some may be able to feel a love 
for them that is almost indistin¬ 
guishable from that for their 
own children, others may not. 

At a time when the family is 
under threat from divorce and 
from those who claim all ar¬ 
rangements fur raising chil¬ 
dren — so long as they are *iov - 
ine" — are equally valid, it i< 
also a reminder or the power 
of kinship. There are different 
kinds of love, and parental 
lov e does genuinely seem to he 
of a different character. Blood 
really is thicker than water. 

NIGEL HAWKES 
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W hen The Nurture 
Assumption w-as 
published in 
America last month, it sent 
shockwaves through the ac¬ 
ademic world because its 
author. Juditii Harris, ques¬ 
tioned the power that par¬ 
ents have to shape the per¬ 
sonalities of their children. 

Three years ago. 60 -year- 
otd Harris was an un¬ 
known grandmother with a 
psychology degree writing 
college textbooks on devel¬ 
opmental psychology at her 
home in New Jersey. “Like 
every other writer in this 
field. I subscribed to the 
idea that personality and be¬ 
haviour are shaped by our 
parents." she says. “That be¬ 
lief has remained unshaka¬ 
ble since it was propounded 
by Freud. I really believed 
ii too — until by examin¬ 
ing more of the research on 
which my books were 
based.! noticed inconsisten¬ 
cies. Many studies linking 
home environment with 
child development were 
poor, and I realised that I 
was dealing with a myth." 

The sort'of questions to 
which Harris wanted an¬ 
swers were, for example: 
why do the children nf re¬ 
cent immigrants soon 
speak their new language 
fluently, without an accent? 
And why da identical 
ruins, reared together, 
grow up to be as different 
from one another as identi¬ 
cal twins brought up in dif¬ 
ferent families? 

"We know that roughly 
S3 percent of our personali¬ 
ty is due to our genes." she 
says. "That means that the 
other 50 per cent is formed 
hy our environment. But 
whether that means home. 
as Freud maintained, is an¬ 
other matter. My question 
was why no attention had 
been paid to children's out¬ 
side environment, especial¬ 
ly between six and 12. when 
they form peer groups." 

After six months of pains¬ 
taking research, she came 
across an article by a Brit¬ 
ish psychologist which pro¬ 
vided a vital missing piece 
to the puzrie of what makes 
us who we are. Her eyes 
gleam as she recalls the "eu¬ 
reka moment" — the most 
thrilling day of her life. 

!i was a dark afternoon 
on January 20. 1994. and 
she was reading an article 
on juvenile delinquency 
which suggested that teen¬ 
agers act illegally in order 
to gain the status and privi¬ 
leges of adulthood." That 
can't be right.' I thought. In 
a flash it dawned on me 
that it must be the other 
way around. Teenagers 
aren't trying in be like 
adults, or they would be do¬ 
ing responsible tasks. They 
are distinguishing them¬ 
selves from adults." 

As children, we idcntily 
not with our parents but 


with a group consisting of 
our peers: no matter how 
we act at home, we adapt 
our behaviour to fit in with 
them. That is the corner¬ 
stone of Harris's theory: 
and it runs contrary to our 
fundamental beliefs in die 
vulnerability and depend¬ 
ence of children, and their 
need for a secure home. 

What enrages some child¬ 
care experts is her claim 
that children are not as frag¬ 
ile as wc think, and will 
mostly not end up irremedi¬ 
ably damaged by the occa¬ 
sional slap, by a divorce, or 
by being brought up by a 
busy working mother or sin¬ 
gle parent 

"They have to be tough 
because the world doesn’t 
handle them with kid 
gloves," Harris says. 'They 
team that early. 1 just had a 
letter from the mother of a 
boy born cross-eyed who 
was picked on incessantly 
at school, never made 
friends and grew up suffer¬ 
ing from severe depression. 
His parents doted on him 
but psychiatrists only want- 
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New theory: Judith Harris 

ed to talk about his relation¬ 
ship with his parents.” 

Although emotional trau¬ 
ma. especially associated 
with divorce, is held to be 
one of the most damaging 
elements in a child's devel¬ 
opment. Harris believes 
that factors such as frequent¬ 
ly moving home, changing 
schools ora drop in income 
are more likely to affect chil¬ 
dren. by forcing them to 
adapt to a new peer group. 

Are parents likely to fed 
demoralised by a seeming 
lack of influence over their 
children's destiny? Harris 
thinks not. "They should 
worry less about being mod¬ 
el parents.” she says. 

And there is another im¬ 
plication: in choosing 
where to live, how often to 
tnuve and which school to 
send their children to. par¬ 
ents surely have more, not 
less, potential to guide their 
children's future. 

AL1X KlRSTA 
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WORMS do it. flies do it and 
it seems monkey s do it too. At 
a recent meeting in Restore 
Virginia, three American 
teams who are raising rhesus 
monkeys on very restricted di¬ 
ets gave a progress report 
They aim to see’whether re¬ 
stricting calories to low levels 
increases lifespan, as it does in 
worms, flics and rodents. The 
evidence, though not conclu¬ 
sive. suggests that it does. 

The monkeys in the trials 
are only in middle age. but 
they show fewer signs of age- 
related diseases .such as diabe¬ 
tes. heart disease and cancer 
than do their better-fed sib¬ 
lings. Whether any human be¬ 
ing would choose starvation 
rations in order to win a few 
extra years is doubtful, but the 
experiments could tease out 
the reasons and provide a less 
unpleasant way of achieving 
i he same result. 


The groups — 
led by Dr Mark 
Lane at the US 
National Institute 
on Ageing. Rich¬ 
ard WeinUruch at 
the University of 
Wisconsin in Ma¬ 
dison and Dr Bar¬ 
bara Hansen at 
the University of 
Maryland in Bal¬ 
timore — all had 
similar findings. 

Science reports. 

The NIA and Wis¬ 
consin teams pro¬ 
vide their rhesus 
monkeys with 30 
per cent fewer calories than 
control monkeys, while the 
Maryland team has adjusted 
the diet so lhal the monkeys 
gain no more weight than they 
carried in early adulthood. 

With these diets the mon- 



— _ — part of the time. 

They eat faster 
i&jR than control mun- 

rjKjjfr keys fed a more 

generous diet, 
and become more 
/R; *: excited if acciden- 

gA tally given extra 

Wwl I food. Bui their be¬ 

haviour shows n<i 
sJCE particular signs 

... of stress, and 

UNO their health is 

- good. They all 

have lower blood 
cholesterol and 
kCS blood pressure. 

_ better insulin sen¬ 
sitivity and lower 
level of diabetes. The must 
striking result came From the 
NI X group, which has found 
the first possible signs or in¬ 
creased lifespan. Of I2U mon¬ 
keys on the restricted diet, one 
has so far died, compared 


keys are clearly hungry a good with five of the 120 controls. 


"lire message from the mon¬ 
keys is that Wt per cent of 
those markers that we have ex¬ 
amined behave exactly as I hey 
tlo in rodi-nK" says Dr Lane. 
Hie only real problem so far 
observed is- delayed sexual 
and skeletal maturity. None 
or the monkeys has been bred, 
however, so it is not dear 
whether their fertility has 
been aITvcieU. 

Rais anil mice live up to 
40 per cent longer on severely 
restricted diets, and if the 
same is tnie of monkeys, it 
will be a long lime before the 
final results oi iIicm- experi¬ 
ments are in. The normal 
lifespan of a rhesus monkey is 
■4*1. and these test animats are 
in their twenties. Lien if ilirv 
do live longer, interpreting the 
resttlis could he a challenge. 

Dr Roy Watford of the Tni- 
xerxity of California at bki \n- 
geles say si hat rest rici ing ca l« »- 


ries does not necessarily dis¬ 
tinguish between different 
theories «>f ageing, f his is be¬ 
cause it has many effects: jm- 
prm ing the repair of DN.X. tie- 
creasing the damage done by 
free radicals produced by me¬ 
tabolism. preserving the im¬ 
mune system and regulating 


insulin. Sn the monkeys may 
tell us that it works, but not 
why. it might have been quick¬ 
er to study the longevity of 
jockeys, or monks who lead 
an abstemious life — two 
groups as familiar with the 
nagging feeling of hunger as 
the rhesus monkeys. 


feciaAi ■: l>t\nt(}f lies in its fiisci noting history, tranquil 
i't-tukin, scenic countryside and serene Ihurkiiuilers. 

t ha 'Kerala r.xpeiicncc' tour captures the essence of 
this charming, traditional region. 

7-night Tom (B&B) + 7 nights Hotel (B&B) 
from £699 

far a bn nJaw jjJlW wilfc o>)(k 
hriiiLu J-.okzf. - pUme cdl 

•«" • - 0181 423 3000 


The bad news? 


The good news? 



Qyqu won’t have^q 


Your mum wilt be able to contact you 24 hours a day. J 
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Forget oatbran, it’s bison for breakfast 


■- , -,- ^ihT 

. •- '•■•v. ^ 

. • ■ ■ - >:■% ■ 

-’-f'f. f 

- J -3^ 

' 


’ V V- 


Wednesday morning: The 

^JJS at_Ea te r so f Ma j ihl?r- 

3 J eadl,ne on the 
nnwit page of today’s New 

difcs Meat * !t Pre- 

™. cogently, is back m 

11115 « of special i? 
terest to me, since pregnancy 
books have warned hie off 
diet of sushi-mvl 
fish being taboo - and 

SLS?" 8 ■ around for dS 
toy alternatives. 

It seems that models at 
Mamba, currently the city’s 
coohst hangout, are abandon- 

Sf te n H ed ^bles by 
the foridoad and have be- 

9°°^. born-again carnivores. 

■off 355 *?^ P 3 ^ now in¬ 
clude slabs of foie gras on 

P£ sing trays.” the piece nods 
anpnmngly. h also quotes 
trom Protein Power, an “anti- 
carbohvdrate” bestsener that 
advocates steak and eggs fir 
breakfast; pork ribs for lunch 
— ora double burger dressed 
with a hat of bacon and 
cheese and a scarf of lettuce. 

The secret of that charmed 

combo, high energy and low 


body fat, say the ami<art) gu¬ 
rus. Doctors Michad and 
Maiy Dan Eades, is to toss 
your oatbran and yoghurt 
down the garbage disposal 
and to eat nothing but pure 
protein. 

Personally | have my 
doubts, but Peter is rather en¬ 
thusiastic and reads out an 
ad he has just aided in The 
New York Times. 

“A mouthwatering s teak 
you can enjoy without guilt 
Sure, because bison are back! 
A good thing, too, because bi¬ 
son is one of Nature's most 
perfect foods. It is succulent 
and delicious, not a bit strong 
or gamey. And bison is much 
lower in calories, fat and cho¬ 
lesterol than beef, chicken or 
even fish. Call now for a 
guilt-free gourmet experi¬ 
ence." 

Wednesday afternoon: 
‘Thank you for calling Say¬ 
ers Brook Bison Ranch. My 
name is Mercedes, how can 1 
help you today?” 

“I’d like to order some bi¬ 
son steaks.” 

“Oh, 1 love your accent.” 



Jo 



% 
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les 


cries Mercedes. “Which part 
of the UK are you from?" 

“Yorkshire.” I offer, hoping 
not to get drawn into a 
do-you-know-a-M rs-Bennetl 
who-fives-in-Halifax conver¬ 
sation. “But I’m calling hum 


New York." "Actually 1 was 
just in London," says Mer¬ 
cedes cheerfully, “and I found 
Burger King and Pizza Hut 
much more expensive.” 

“Really?" 

“But then we went to Paris 


and 1 found a whole disco out¬ 
fit for $15! It was over near 
the Luxembourg Gardens.” 

“Thai's great," I murmur. 

T also went to the Doc Mar¬ 
ten store in Covent Garden, 
but they were no cheaper 
than they are in Omaha! 
Now you want the four bison 
steaks, right?” 

“Yes.” 

“And with that you will get 
a free SayersBrook hunter’s 
stew." she says, taking my ad¬ 
dress: "I lift weights bin when 

I left London. 1 couldn’t lift 
my suitcase! That's gonna be 
$3958 with shipping and if s 
been nice talking to you!” 

Friday; In advance of toe 
steaks themselves, toe Sayers¬ 
Brook Bison Ranch cata¬ 
logue arrives, a glossy ode to 
the bison, “the red meat of 
toe new millennium ", packed 
with glowing testimonials 
from contented bison eaters. 

“Paula and I have always 
eaten lean, healthy foods," 
raves Peter Fasseas, the presi¬ 
dent of the Metropolitan 
Bank Group. Chicago. “We 
are convinced of its arterial 


deansing power as a heart at¬ 
tack preventer!” 

‘Ten years ago, I was diag- 
nos^'l with blocked arteries.” 
declares John Brouk (winner 
of 12 gokkmedals. Senior Ol¬ 
ympics 80-84 age group). "1 
began eating bison on a regu¬ 
lar b*is- My last blood test 
showed that toe blockages 
were gone. I wholeheartedly 
believe that my gold medals 
are due in a big way to bison 
meat.” 

There is also a photograph 
pf Jimmy Powell, a profes¬ 
sional golfer, and his cheru¬ 
bic wife. “Delores and I at¬ 
tribute our Increased energy 
levels to our diet of bison 
meat Wow, it’s like a hole in 
one£ 

It turns out that bison is the 
chameleon of meats. “It loots 
like the best ham, it tastes 
like the finest ham. It's really 
the best North American bi¬ 
son!” There are bison brat- 
wursc bison hot dogs; corned 
bison; ground bison; a large, 
wicker “Herd of Bison Gift 
Basket" (comprising 18 pieces 
of pressed bison jerky, graz¬ 
ing on a bed of artificial grass 


around a cactus-shaped Ched¬ 
dar) and lastly, bison gift cer¬ 
tificates. 

All orders, readers are as¬ 
sured. wiU come with “com¬ 
plete, easy-to-follow prepara¬ 
tion instructions”. 

Monday; The doorman buzz¬ 
es up to announce that we 
have a delivery. It is a bulky 
polystyrene box. We prise it 
open to find four individually 
frozen bison steaks nestling 
in a bed of smoking dry ice. 
Peter holds up one of the 
bloody sachets; “It looks like 
weTve just had a delivery 
from an organ donor,” he 
says. 

As promised, there is also 
our inducement of free "hunt¬ 
er's stow”, plus a letter head¬ 
ed “A Special Message Just 
For YouT But there is no mes¬ 
sage, the letter is blank. 

Tuesday: We decide to follow 
Protein Power’s advice and 
begin our new regime with a 
bison steak breakfast De¬ 
spite the catalogue's assuranc¬ 
es, there are no cooking in¬ 
structions included, so we 


drag out our dusty retip“ 
books for some advice. But 
Pro Leith, Caroline Walde- 
grave, Sophie Grigson md 
even toe River Caffi books are 
all bison-free zones. 4 

“I suppose we should just 
treat it as beef steak," Peter » 
says doubtfully. He fires up 
the gas cooker and 1 toss two 
steaks into a hying pan, with 
a pDe of chopped onions and 
a squirt of olive oil. The bison 
shanks fizzle alarmingly, 
then settle. After a couple of 
minutes a side, I cut into one 
to test it but its core is stDl un¬ 
acceptably bloody for a preg¬ 
nant woman. 

Another couple of minutes 
and the red is still there. It 
seems it is impossible to coo 1 : 
them through. Eventually. I 
serve them up and we :.it 
down to our bison break 'isl 

"MmnC ruminates Peter, 
sampling them tike a TV 
gourmand. “Pleasantly gam¬ 
ey. If a bit on the chewy side. 
What do you think?" 

“Fine ...” I say. still chew¬ 
ing. Though secretly 1 find 
myself hankering for a bowl 
of Special K. 


Saved by a 
tin helmet 
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On Armistice Day, Magnus 
Iinklater, below, writes of his 
father’s war and Dominic Walsh 
remembers a relative who died 
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O n the bookcase be¬ 
side me is a tin hel¬ 
met scarred and pit¬ 
ted, its leather 
lining hanging down. At the 
back of it. almost dead centre, 
is a small entry hole where the 
bullet went in. On the right- 
hand side, above the ear. is a 
jagged tangle of metal where it 
came out its path deflected by 
the protecting steel That hel¬ 
met is as precious an object as 
anything 1 have, a reminder of 
my father's miraculous escape 
in the trendies of Ypres. It 
speaks of the horrors of a war 
that destroyed a generation. It 
is the reason that we, his fami¬ 
ly, are here. 

How he survived at all is be¬ 
yond comprehension. It was 
April II. 1918. and my father, 

- barely 19 (he had added ayear 
to his age to join up as a pri¬ 
vate in the Blade Watch), was 
crouched in an unfinished 
trench near the village of 
Voormezeele. A sniper, he was 
attempting to hold off a Ger¬ 
man advance, but his ammuni¬ 
tion had run out and his rifle 
was too hot to hold. He had 
two grenades left. He threw 
one, and was reaching for the 
second when he looked back 
and saw the trench behind 
him was empty, save for one 
man who had stayed to warn 
him that the platoon was re¬ 
creating. This is how he de¬ 
scribed what happened next: 

"I threw my second bomb 
and turned to run. I ran so fast 
that, although I was tire last by 
a long way to leave the trench, 
withm 200 yards I had passed 
several of those who had pre¬ 
ceded me, including an officer 
who was looking back with an 
expression of reluctance that, 
in the circumstances, appeared 
strangely tUtimed. . 

“I continued to run until, in 
a mingling of righteous indig¬ 
nation and utter dismay. I felt 

on mv head a blow of indescrib¬ 
able force. It was a bullet, prob¬ 
ably a machinegun bullet, for 
the rifle fire of the German in¬ 
fantry was poor. When l recov¬ 
ered consciousness the sur¬ 


rounding landscape appeared 
entirely empty. But I could not 
see very well, and perhaps I 
was mistaken. A tew shots that 
were evidently hostile gave me 
a rough direction, and with 
clumsy fingers I took from a 
pocket in the lining of my tunic 
a little package of field dress¬ 
ings. I could not undo it, but 
stuck it whole on the back of 
my head, where I judged the 
wound to be. and kept it in posi¬ 
tion with my steel helmet, that 
a chinstrap held tightly on.” 

With his sight going, he fell 
into a waterlogged trench and 
almost drowned. But by aban¬ 
doning his rifle, tunic and 



Eric Linklater. novelist. 1899-1974 

equipment, he managed to 
struggle out Finally, after 
waJJang many miles, lie 
caught up with a troop of walk¬ 
ing wounded, who were taken 
by ambulance to the train that 
would carry them to Boulogne. 
Before he boarded, there was a 
surreal scene which, with a 
novelist’s eye. he could not fail 
to record. A gang of men from 
the Chinese Labour Corps was 
watching as the wounded men 
limped up the platform: 

“They began to laugh at us. 
We were a ludicrous company, 
tottering, misshapen, roughly 
bandaged. Thin of voice, the 
coolies tittered: as their mirth 
grew, they doubled up and 
held their sides. Peal upon 
peal their laughter rang, and 
they pointed to the saviours of 
the Western world." 

The Great War marked my 


lather for life; there was a dent 
in the back of his head where 
the bullet had ploughed 
through his skull; as children 
we pretended to post leitc-s in 
it But the effects were not just 
physical. He wrote fcroaously, 
travelled unceasingly, demand¬ 
ed the highest standards, not 
just from himself, but from his 
family and friends. It did not al¬ 
ways make him easy to live 
with. An uproarious sense of 
humour was matched by occa¬ 
sionally seismic rages. It was 
as if, having survived the war 
aga i nst all expectations and 
seen so many of his compan¬ 
ions die. he had to compensate 
continually for their loss; he 
made the most of the time and 
opportunities he had so unex¬ 
pectedly been allowed. He ex¬ 
pected others to do the same. 

He never talked about the 
horror of the trenches, where 
the duck boards were smashed 
by shells and more people died 
of drowning than by enemy 
fire. He destroyed the letters he 
wrote to his mother, although 
they contained Little more than 
reassuring banter H am sorry 
the news you got fluttered your 
dovecote... I. too, feh slightly 
fluttered when I fell"). Like oth¬ 
er survivors, he rarely dis¬ 
cussed the war, except for a 
few well-rehearsed jokes: the 
day the battalion retreated in 
the pouring rain and the men 
were told to wear their kilts as 
capes fWe said goodbye to 
Passchendaele with a flutter of 
grey shin-tails dancing behind 
our bums') or the joy of find¬ 
ing vintage champagne in an 
otherwise deserted French 
house. 
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Steely resolve: Magnus Iinklater inspects the tin helmet that saved his father's life in toe First World War. A light shines through the bullet hole 


T he real story was ei¬ 
ther too painful or 
personal to pass on to 
us. his children. Per¬ 
haps it was our fault. In one of 
his autobiographies. Fanfare 
for a Tin Hat. he wrote: “My 
children never incited me, even 
in a whisper, to tell them of the 
part 1 took.” That may have 
been because we sensed a bar¬ 
rier. behind which lay things 


so deep and dark that we 
dared not intrude too far. In 
his navel The Impregnable 
Women there was a flash of it 
‘The dead were yielding to cor¬ 
ruption. They no longer lay 
gaunt and rigid, but huddled 
softly in the mud. When the 
frost melted in their flesh the 
starkness of their last agony 
had relaxed and the icy preser¬ 
vation of their youth dis¬ 
solved ... They were no more 
to be recognised as the sons of 
men, but as parcels of the trou¬ 
bled earth.” 

I sense that there was some¬ 
thing else he found impossible 
to share — the intensity of the 
experience. He once described 
it thus: “My few weeks as a 
sniper gave to my life an excite¬ 
ment an intensity, which 1 
have never known since...I 
lived at a high pitch of pur¬ 
pose, a continuous physical 
and mental alertness that has 
never again suffused my brain, 
and body—and which in later 
years my body and brain could 
not have sustained.” It is some¬ 
thing that those who have not 
experienced war at first hand 
will never truly understand. 


Fate of a Titanic newsboy 


THE upsurge of interest in 
the fate of the Thame has 
meant a repealed airing for 
one of toe most enduring im¬ 
ages of that disaster, the youth¬ 
ful news vendor on a London 
street comer holding a poster 
announcing the disaster. 

Though the loss of life from 
the sinking of toe ship in 1912 
is weU-documented, tire pic¬ 
ture hides a private tragedy. 
Six years later dial young 
man — my great-uncle. Ned 
Parfett—was killed at 22 dur¬ 
ing a German bombardment 
while serving in France, days 
before toe Armistice. 

He had enlisted in toe Roy¬ 
al Aitiflezy in 1916. serving for 
a period as a dispatch rider be¬ 
fore being assigned to recon¬ 
naissance duties. He was men¬ 
tioned in dispatches and 
awarded the Military Medal 
for his gallant conduct during 
a series of missions. 

After his death, toe officer 
who recommended him for 



Ned Parfett enduring image 

toe award wrote to one his 
brothers: “On many occasions 
he accompanied me during se¬ 
vere shelling and 1 always 
placed toe greatest confidence 
in him.” 

Ned. after whom my father 
was named, was one of four 

brothers from Cornwall 
Road, Waterloo, who served 
-their country. One served in 
toe disastrous Dardanelles 
landings in 1915. surviving to 
become part of the army of oc¬ 
cupation in Germany. Anoth¬ 
er emerged unscathed from 


die slaughter of toe Somme; 
only to be wounded and 
gassed at the-third battle of 
Ypres. 

Of the four brothers, only 
Ned foiled to make it He died 
on October 29.1918, near Va¬ 
lenciennes, when a shell land¬ 
ed on toe quartermaster's 
stores just as he was collecting 
some clothes before going 
home on leave. If he had sur¬ 
vived foe attack, he would 
have been at home when the 


Armistice was signed. He lies 
in the British cemetery at Ver- 
chain-Maugnfc 
The famous image of Ned 
on the corner of Trafalgar 
Square has assured him a 
place in history. His medals 
and the gravestone in a comer 
of a French cemetery ensure 
that his bravery will not be for¬ 
gotten by his family, despite 
the passing of the years. 

Dominic Walsh 
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The First 


Lady is a 
champ 


She makes Republicans look 


dowdy, says Bronwen Maddox 


f you doubt that Hillary 
Clinto 


I Clinton is aiming eventu¬ 
ally for high political 
office — and probably for a 
new husband—take a look at 
the pictures in the December 
issue of Vogue. Taken just 
before the November 3 elec¬ 
tions by star photographer 
Annie Leibovitz for the Ameri¬ 
can edition, but now circulat¬ 
ing widely, they are the most 
flattering — in fact, beautiful 

— published of the First lady. 

Against the pale blue sky of 
a Washington autumn morn¬ 
ing, framed by the White 
House’s classical pillars, Hil¬ 
lary sits at a small breakfast 
table on the Truman balcony, 
working quietly at a sheaf of 
papers. Every detail is in¬ 
serted with the calculation of a 
Vermeer portrait the angled 
pen and the professional tilt at 
which she holds the report 
show she means business; the 
gold-rimmed coffee cup echoes 
her wedding ring, also reflect¬ 
ed in the table top. Her hair is 
swept gracefully but softly 
back; the open-necked white 
shirt has a touch of Meryl 
Streep in Out of Africa, that 
tale of feminine grit during 
personal disaster. 

Those shots of 
Hillary are the 
most memorable 
Image from the 
campaign season. 

Normalcy an Amer¬ 
ican election, pas¬ 
sionately fought 
against a backdrop 
of banners and 
balloons, to a 
soundtrack of the 
nation's best rock 
music, thrusts at 
least half a dozen 
powerful figures 


The new 
Newts 
are dull 
and 

stodgy to 


a man 


prominently on to the national 
stage. 

Not this one. Yes, we have 
Jesse The Body" Ventura, the 
former wrestler who is the 
new Governor of Minnesota. 
With verbal gifts outstripping 
that of most politicians, he 
deserves his new self-awarded 
title of “The Mind”, not least 
for dubbing his former profes¬ 
sion “ballet with violence". 

But for all the unexpected 
drama of the Democrats' 
triumph, the past week has left 
national politics with a cast of 
breathtaking dullness. That 
goes above all for those now 
trying to fill the Newt-shaped 
hole in die capital’s political 
scene. 

The night before last, Newt 
Gingrich chose the landmark 
Hotel for the first 


away at them, and emerges 
many hours later to announce 
proudly “Look, fve built a 
little consensus." A tall, grey, 
stooping man, he has bear 
caught on television in only 
one moment of animation, 
some years ago; waving his 
arms, shouting and stomping 
self-consciously, he looked like 

an A-level schoolboy trying to 
act the storm seme from King 
Lear. His mother rang imme¬ 
diately from Louisiana to tell 
him he looked “like a lunatic”, 
and be hasn't done it since: 

But he towers above the 
runners for the party's other 
top jobs on Capitol HiH 
thrown open after Mr Ging¬ 
rich's exit They might as well 
go by the label of “the usual 
suspects**, given, that their 
names wlQ never be house¬ 
hold words. One alter the 
other, they pop up in the 
television studios; with their 
Thunderbind-style hairlines 
and their vanishingly thin fop 
lips, they look like John 
Majors Spitting image pup¬ 
pet, gently washed with a light 
orange tan. 

They have little to say, and 
they say it badly, exporing 
both the shallowness of their 
characters and of 
the party’s current 
dunking. They are 
all tax-cutters, ex¬ 
cept perhaps dur¬ 
ing an economic 
slowdown. and 
yes. we might be on 
the verge of one of 
those; they all up¬ 
hold family values, 
but are silent on 
the party's rifts 
over abortion. 

Sensitive to the 
charge that Newt 


round of his farewells since his 
resignation as Speaker on 
Friday. The Willard is not an 
easy place in which to shine, 
oppressively refurbished in 
the Washington style which 
flatters the building at the 
expense of the occupants: chan- 
deliers glinting off bald spots, 
heavy drapes echoing the 
heftiness of the women’s 
double-breasted suits. But Mr 
Gingrich showed why he has 
effortlessly been a political 
star, muring a stodgy crowd to 
its feet with a call for the new 
Republican leaders to keep 
their ideas fresh and wide- 
ranging. 

They will disappoint him. 
Robert Livingston, his friend 
of 20 years, who now seems 
unchallenged for the succes¬ 
sion, has been described as 
approaching politics like car- 
pot try. He takes the pieces 
into a back room, worries 


divided the party, they com¬ 
pete to daim togetherness. 
Jennifer Dunn of Washington 
State implored colleagues to 
“employ someone like me who 
is a communicator, someone 
who connects". J-C Watts, the 
party’s only black in Congress, 
who is runnin$ for Conference 
Chairman, said: “We’re indi¬ 
viduals, as Republicans, but 
we’ve got to take a serious look 
at this teamwork thing " 

It will take a more powerful 
and articulate performance to 
protect die party against 
future election reversals. That 
is one reason, among many, 
why there is a buzz around 
Hillary. She is now confident¬ 
ly tipped for a Senate career, 
only one among many glitter¬ 
ing options that are undenia¬ 
bly available. 


H 


Alary had, by com¬ 
mon agreement a 
dazzling 
season, giving 
speeches across the county, 
wit she and the President 
spent election night separate¬ 
ly, we are told by Newsweek 
She invited her 
; to the White House 
movie theatre to watch Be- 
loved, the new Oprah Winfrey 
epic about slavey. Her hus¬ 
band was huddled in his Chief 
of Staffs office, glued to the 
exit polls which spelled out his 
vindication, and then surfed 
the Net Jong into the night. 

If impressive Republican 
leadership does not emerge, 
he may be able to spend future 
ejection nights happily watch¬ 
ing Democratic victories. Not 
least the triumph of his wife, 
or former wife, as she may by 
then have chosen to be. 



IT'S NOT A QUESTION OF IF . BUT ' WHEN'... 


Blair’s heir apparent? 


C ould Peter Mandelson one 
day become leader of toe 
labour Party? A few years 
ago. simply posing the ques¬ 
tion would have been judged a sign of 
lunacy. Even bookmakers with an 
eye for tire fanciful would have 
declined to waste their time offering 
odds on such a patent absurdity. Just 
a few months ago it would have 
registered equally impressively on a 
register of nonsensical propositions. 

Even raising the possibility today is 
to be accused of failing to appreciate 
the soul of the Labour Party and what 
makes it tick. Mr Mandelson, it is 
argued, is too deeply unpopular with 
too many people and has been for too 
long to have the remotest of chances. 

Yet there are those at Westminster 
who are beginning to think the 
unthinkable, imagine the unimagina¬ 
ble and whisper tire unwhisperable: 
that the minister formerly known as 
the Prince'of Darkness might. Just 
might one day go one better than his 
grandfather Herbert Morrison, Depu¬ 
ty Prime Minster to Clement Attlee, 
told inherit the Labour crown. 

Mr Mandelson has been in the 
news a great deal lately, despite the 
BBCs best efforts. After his promo¬ 
tion to the Cabinet in the summer he' 
hasn't merely blinked into the lime¬ 
light so much as blazed a trail Even 
before the controversy over his 
sexuality, he was making headlines. 

His emergence from.the shadows 
has been conducted with extraon di - 
nary zeal and determination. In a 
matter of months he has transformed 
himself from a behind-the-scenes 
manager of the message to becoming 
a central part of the message in his 
own right Barely four years ago his 
alienation from the centre of Labour 
power under John Smith’s leadership 
was absolute. The transformation is 
stunning. He is a top-table member of 
the new Labour establishment He 
could even argue his case as a 
member of the Establishment, if there 
is still a difference. He is the only 
member of the Government to attend 
Prince Charles' 50th birthday party. 

The combination of Mr Masrtdel- 
son’s promotion to the Cabinet and 
his ensuing zest for a high-profile 
political life have lodged one tantalis¬ 
ing thought in the minds of more 
than a few MPs: that the Secretary of 
Stare for Trade and Industry may be 
beginning to befieve that he could 
take over from Tony Blair. He may 

Thereisii defetitt*agenda ^ere. I 


Is Mandelson being groomed as a 


future party leader? His friends and 


foes think so, argues Roland Watson 


am quite clear about that, for 
Mandelson to succeed Blair.” accord¬ 
ing to one senior Labour MP- That 
the words come from someone owing 
their allegiance to Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor whose relationship with 
Mr Mandelson verges from hostile to 
distrustful, should act as a warning. 

Members of the Brown camp are 
not alone in perceiving an agenda, 
which, has been fuelled by Philip 
Gould's book The Unfinished Revolu¬ 
tion. serialised in The Tunes. Written 
with tire Messing of No 10 by one of 
Mr Blair's most senior advisers,, tire 
book gives Mr Mandelson a peerless 
rote in saving the party 
from self-destruction. But 
its attempt to dear him of 
deceiving Mr Brown dur¬ 
ing the jostling for posi¬ 
tion in the days following 
Smith's death has prompt¬ 
ed charges that Mr Gould 
has rewritten history to 
nail the most damaging 
charge held against Mr 
Mandelson within the par¬ 
ty. 

If the aim of Gould's 
book was to assuage the 
suspicions of the Brown- 


Peter’s 

ambitions 

hardly 

need 

talking 

up 


ence of businessmen than the party 
faithful in Blackpool. But it may 
simply be that he is developing 
greater confidence in public. He has 
courted not only new Labour's new 
friends, but also more traditional 
coristituendes. He described the idea 
that General Pinochet could claim 
diplomatic immunity as “gut-wrench¬ 
ing”. It may have earned him 
criticism from the Tories, but it 
secured a congratulatory Commons 
motion from Tony Benn. 

Brit the most fascinating alliance he 
has forged with the Left is within his 
own department. His relationship 
with his DTI. Number 
Two, lan McCartney, is 
developing into one of 
Westminster's most sur¬ 
prising double-acts. 

They are both dearly 
making a huge effort and 
are sard to get on better 
than anyone could imag¬ 
ine. Thai is possibly be¬ 
cause they both need each 
other. Mr McCartney 
self-evidently needs die 
support of his boss. But 
Mr Mandelson needs 
him more. Mr McCart- 


ites. it has failed. One MP dose to the 
Chancellor said the book had been 
discussed briefly by Mr Brown and 
his team and — ominously for Mr 
Mandelson — “stored in the memo¬ 
ry". On tire basis that there is nothing 
more crippling to a political career 
than being talked of as‘a future 
leader, the Brown camp may be 
talking Mr Mandefon’S ambitions up 
in the hope of dashing them. 

But Mr Maude Ison’s ambitions 
hardly need talking up. He has been 
busy himself, matching relish for his 
grown-up job with artful construction 
of a power base from his DTI office. 
His courtship with business has been 
energetic. “We are intensely relaxed 
about people getting filthy rich," he 
told computer executives last month 
in California's Silicon Valley. 

Addressing the CBI conference last 
week, he was notably more assured 
than at the Labour conference. His 
detractors would suggest he felt more 
at home with his Birmingham audi- 


ney is the Government's leading 
left-winger outside foe Cabinet. He 
enjoys almost cult standing among 
the rank and file. As Peter’s friend he 
could do wonders for Mr Mandel- 
son's standing in a party which 
knows him chiefly from grapevine 
sniping rather than at first hand. 

Mr Mandelson has been attracting 
rave reviews elsewhere. The adula¬ 
tory Sun leader that greeted his 
“outing” on Mews night was described 
by one Downing Street source as “the 
most significant thing that has 
happened for a long time, both 
politically and sociologically". Mr 
Blair has, it is said, discussed Mr 
Mandebon’s position on the issue, 
but the minister is still anxious to 
place it firmly in the background. The 
generally welcoming reception for 
Nick Brawn's decision to come out 
has, however, altered the calculation. 
It may no longer be unthinkable that 
modernising Britain may culminate 
in electing a gay Prime Minister. 


E ven if Mr Mandelson has 
decided he wants to be 
friends with everyone, how 
will he overcome the most 
obvious stumbling Mock, namely that 
the Labour leader is chosen by the 
members, not a media-political elite? 

One version of events could go 
something like this. By tire time of the 
next election victory Mr Mandelson 
has spent three steady years at the 
DTI, during which the introduction 
of the minimum wage, working time 
directive and workplace rights pack¬ 
age has earned him the nickname 
“the workers'friend". Mr Blair makes 
him Foreign Secretary. Meanwhile, 
the party moves into its next phase of 
internal modernisation. The link with 
the trade unions is cut and Che 
electoral college used to elect leaders 
is abolished and replaced by one- 
member-one-vote. 

After five years strutting the world 
stage. Mr Mandelson looks like a 
statesman. He has been at tire heart 
of Britain's entry into the single 
currency and has cemented Britain’s 
role as the European Union's unoffi¬ 
cial leader. Following a third election 
victory Mr Blair tires and. with a 
party membership which boasts few 
remaining traditionalists and is 80 
per cent middle class, Mr Mandelson 
slides effortlessly into No 10. Over-im¬ 
aginative, perhaps. But impossible? 
Six years ago he was not even an MP. 

Last week Mr Blair made a little 
noticed speech to sixth-formers. In 
drumming home his message about 
the need for permanent revolution at 
the heart of the Labour Party, the 
Prime Minister predicted that when it 
came to his retirement, he would be 
replaced by a moderniser who made 
him look positively old-fashioned. 
Whom could he have had in mind? 


Simon Jenkins is away. 


Lord’s gong 


EIGHTY years after hanging up his tin hat. Lord Denning is to be 
honoured by the French for firs efforts in the trenches during the First 
World War. Daniel Bernard, the French Ambassador, is to bung Britain's 
most whimsical judge a Chevalier de la legion d’honneur, in place erf 
G&aid Depardieu (pictured with Denning) who may be stripped of his 
title due to his boorishness. The former Master of the Rolls, 99 not out, is 
among 300 surviving British veterans to be honoured. His slim in the 
Royal Engineers from 1917 to 1919 



• LATEST academic spin-off from 
the emerging science of PR: "repu¬ 
tation managemenr. This impor¬ 
tant discovery was made by one 
Jonathan Hill, who is going into 
PR after managing the reputation 
ypular. Joht 


of Mr Popular. John Major. 


hoped she would qualify as owner 
of a holiday home in Provence. 

"Non." says the man at the gate: 
‘You must live or die in Paris. We 
need proof—usually three months' 
telephone bills. The rules cannot be 
changed for anyone." 


Fatal blow 


qualify him for France's highest 
gong. The ambassador will drop 
by Denning's Hampshire pad to 
honour him. “I am very pleased 
they have recognised the value we 
youngsters gave during 1918." he 
tells me “It was a critiaal year and 
we only just won. We were a group 
of youngsters but we held the line” 
A Frenchy confirms that Den- 
rung's award pays tribute to his 
valour. I hope no one recalls his 



here, but actually turned out to 
house the giraffe^ late aster — 
Fawsley has learnt of a dissected 
beast in the bowels of the Natural 
History Museum. An extensive 
examination is planned. 


CHER has been told to die 
elsewhere The diaraeuse has 
dropped hints that she would like 
to call it a day at the Pftre Lachaise 
cemetery in Paris — r e ti r e me nt 
home in the ground for those old 
crumblies Oscar Wilde, Maria 
Call as. Jim Morrison and the 
middle classes of Paris — and 


Tactical talk 


Heath will be able to reminisce 

, _ _ about jolly times at the next 

secret for long li/e. “By eating plain jamboree of the Knights of the 
English food,” he repliecL "I don’t Garter. Sentimental sorts are keen 


want any of that French stuff" 


• THE ultimate horror Christmas 
gift It Could Be You. An Autobiog¬ 
raphy by Jeremy Beadle. 


to seat the two love-birds next to 
each other at lunch. And this time 
they will not have to restrict their 
chatter to the merits of Dost chairs. 


Luncheon meet 


THOSE two old muckers. Baron¬ 
ess Thatcher and Sir Edward 


•THE riddle of what happened to 
the king's giraffe could have been 
solved by lard St John of Fawsfey. 
9lte numerous false trails — 
J a giraffe museum in La 
Rochelle which read of the mystery 


IN THE midst of the Balkans 
skirmish. General Sir Michael 
Rose helped his son to win a wager. 
The commander of the UN force in 
Bosnia was asked by James, then 
up at Durham, to insert the word 
"blatant” into a televisual inter¬ 
view. If he did. the general’s son 
would win ES worth of beer from 
the Bacchanalian Barons, Ins 
drinking dub. 

A few days later. Rose was 
quoted on TV, describing, yep. a 
“blatant and flagrant disregard for 
the Nato uftnnatunr. 



• LOVE continues to bloom be¬ 
tween those two wannabe Dick 
Whittingtons. Ken Livingstone 
and Lord Archer of Weston-super- 
Mare, united by frustration with 
their ungrateful and respective 
parties. They arrived together at 
the BBC yesterday. Bemused snap¬ 
pers saw Jeffrey point to his rival: 
“Go on. take some pictures of my 
deputy." A modest Livingstone 
pointed to A/then "No, no. please 
snap my lady mayoress" 



Alan Coren 



■ My bitter-sweet 
remembrance of 
citrus husbandly 


Mr Mandelson has, meanwhile, 
been courting coverage in the most 
unlikely quarters. His decision to 
drop in for dinner at the home of 
Matthew Norman, the Guardian 
diarist and merriless tormentor of the 
minister, had most observers assum¬ 
ing the news was a joke, it wasn't. 
One of Mr Mandelson's friends 
described the event as the PR 
equivalent of getting the Sun to back 
Labour, "maybe more significant". 
Another, from No 10. said: “Peter has 
obviously decided to mend fences 
with everyone he has ever fallen out 
with, ft's going to take a long time." 


I t is Armistice Day. It is a 
very big day indeed. It is 
the day I bring the lemon 
tree in. ( do not, mind, bring 
the lemon tree in because it is 
Armistice Day — I do not, that 
is, bring it in as a private 
memorial pact, the lemon tree 
does not signify some personal 
ritual homage to the glorious 
fallen, it does not, as it were, 
commemorate a gallant grand¬ 
pa who copped it in the 
Dardanelles, few poppies 
there, in Turkish fields the 
lemons blow, let us therefore 
wear the lemon with pride, 
place it in the hall, stand 
silently beside it between 11am 
and 11.02. It has nothing to do 
with any of that I bring h in 
because it is November 11, and 
in my gardener’s diary the 
duties scribbled for that day 
are “Inspect rhyzomes for rot, 
dredge pond, drain mower- 
sump, take lemon tree in”. 

This fourth injunction has 
been there since 1993, the year 
the lemon tree arrived. It 
arrived in June, the birthday 
gift of a friend, and it arrived in 
a big beribboned terracotta 
pot It was a sturdy little plant. 
3ft high, a mass of glisteningly 
healthy leaves and. dangling 
among them, four little green 
lemons the size of brazil nuts. 
There was also a fifth dangling 
item, a booklet assuring me 
that if l followed the instruc¬ 
tions on citrus husbandry, to 
indude bringing it indoors' in 
early November and taking it 
out again in late May, it would 
not only give me many years of 
wondrous fragrance when it 
blossomed, but also many 
years of lemons when it fruited. 

So my generous friend and I 
toasted it in gins and tonics 
containing emblematic slivers 
of lemon, to furnish the tree 
with a clear idea of where its 
future duties lay, and I prom¬ 
ised him that the next time he 
stopped by for a snort, the 
lemon bobbing in his glass 
would have been fresh- 
plucked It was a promise I was 
unable to keep, however, be¬ 
cause when be came in August, 
the four lemons had grown 
neither bigger nor yellower, 
although l told him that they 
unquestionably had. After the 
third drink, emboldened as one 
gets, he said that he couldn't be 
sure, but he thought that one of 
the lemons had actually grown 
smaller. 1 laughed, quite a long 
laugh actually, and said he was 
mistaken. I had a ruler, f had 
measured all of them, they 
were coming on a treat 


Legal battle 


“It's even worse on RafltrackH 


LONG, troubled nights for the 
Lord Chief Justice. Lord Bingham 
of Comhill is fearful as law Lords 
bat around his ruling that General 
Pinochet enjoys immunity from 
prosecution. Friends say Bingham 
would take it as a humiliation if his 
decision that the general could be 
packed off back to Chile was 
overturned by the live presiding 
lords. “He is very tense." says a 
large gavel close to Bingham. “He 
has a very rocky relationship with 
the law lords and is worried they 


will go the other way." Not as 
fearful as Pinochet, one imagines. 


• ARCHIE NORMAN has recruit¬ 
ed CelineBalitran (above), George 
Clooneys fragile French girl¬ 
friend, to Asda. After mv note 
about the supermarket chairman 
offering his store's mixed-fibre 
shirts to his chum Francis Maude, 
news emerges of this more inviting 
model. "I like simplicity ” says Ms 
Balitran, swiftly growing accus¬ 
tomed to the economical product. 


Jasper Gerard 


B y the time he returned 
in November, the tree 
was inside. I had car¬ 
ried it in on the 11th, a week 
earlier, and I was now pretty 
well recovered, except for a 
slight twinge in ihe neck 
whenever 1 looked to the left. 
He remarked that the tree had 
only three lemons on it. was 
one of them in our drinks, and 
1 said yes, and he said, funny, I 
could swear it's the smallest 
that’s missing, and 1 said, yes. 
it had been, but it had suddenly 
sprung up, rather the way- 
children do, so I had plucked it 
in his honour, would he like a 
nut? He ate the nut, a cashew 
that. poignantly, bore a strong 
resemblance, in size and con¬ 
sistency, to the fourth lemon: 
which had. as you will have 
guessed, fallen off while I was 
struggling in with the tree. As 
we sat there, a few leaves also 
fell off, and he looked at me, 
but I said it was autumn, they 
did that, it was in the book. 

Which was true, h was also 
true that the book, said the 
leaves would come back in 
May, after f had taken it 
outside again, but only about a 
dozen did, although "the three 
lemons were still there. Some¬ 
what smaller bv now. and 
greyer than I recalled lemons 
Iteing. but St was probably just 
a stage they were going 
through. 1 said to my friend at 
my June birthday partv. Wheth¬ 
er this was true, neither of us 
had the chance lo discover, 
because another guest brushed 
past the tree on his way ro get a 
drink, and the three lemons fell 
off. When they hit the terrace, 
they sounded like stones. Are 
you sure you're following the 
instructions, said my friend, 
and 1 said, to the lener, another 
week of sun and they’d have 
been enormous, but look, 
there’s a blossom. And there 
w-as: but the next day. as I 
watered it, a bee climbed into 
the blossom and it fell off. 

, That was four years ago. 
since when no blossom at all 
has appeared, and. of course, 
no lemons. But. even as you 
read this. ! shall be lugging it 
in again, because it still has a 
couple of curly leaves on it 
Could be the last time, though. 
All things considered, I rather 
think that it shall not grow old 
as we that are left grow old. 
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TOO VAGUE 


The Tory leader can learn a little from Portillo 


WiHjam Hague chose yesterday to slap 
l M P& 2 Uo down for offering him 

have feIt piqued 
that a fnend should choose to counsel him 

pubUcJy in a newspaper rather than 
privately by telephone. But what should 
worry Mr Hague is not the method, but the 
resonance of the message. The former 
t/ercnce Secretary's article attracted atten- 
^ecause it reflected a broad unease 
w ™ “J T °ry leadership. Those who most 
w^h Mr Hague to succeed have been given 
the greatest cause for concern by recent 
events.^ Mr PonilJo is right to say that the 
Tones hnust find their voice”. Alternately 
too shrill and too silent, like a choirboy 
whose voice is breaking, the Tory leader 
must develop a mature tone and new 
themes if voters are to be tempted back. 

It was on Europe that Mr Portillo chose 
Jp ?^ er advice, urging the Conservatives to 
build on their resounding internal vote in 
favour of keeping the pound. Mr Hague 
showed leadership in facing down his 
critics within his party, and established 
authority for his policy. But what has he 
done with it? The campaign against the 
single currency is divided. Competing 
groups, and egos, with different messages 
have so far only re-inforced the unfortunate 
impression that Euroscepticism is fractious 
and disorganised. In contrast, the pro- 
EMU campaign, although not without its 
problems, operates with a stealthy coher¬ 
ence that should goad the Tories to action. 

The lesson of past political successes is 
that victory goes to campaigns coherently 
led from the centre. The anti-EMU alliance 
should be as broad as possible, but the 
Tories could be more assertive in giving it 


shape without squeezing people out. 

They certainly have roam to be more 
assertive in deploying what patronage they 
have left so as to promote the sceptic cause. 
In the past few days Mr Hague has used 
his right to nominate a successor to Sir 
Leon Brittan as European Commissioner 
to advance the Haims of Sir Alistair 
Goodlad, a Clarkdte europhile. There is 
room in the Conservative Party for a range 
of views on Europe, but when it comes to 
choosing a Tory voice in Brussels Mr 
Hague should have the courage to 
nominate someone more his own mould. If 
Mr Blair accepted such a nominee, the 


Tories would have a powerful advocate at 
the Commission. And if Mr Blair rejected a 
sceptical candidate, a political opportunity 
would have been created to emphasise an 
issue to Mr Hague's advantage and paint 
the Prime Minister as improperly partisan. 

It is not only abroad that the Tories have 
flinched from the fight. The parly leader¬ 
ship's derision to allow Lord Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare an unimpeded run at 
the nomination for London’s mayor is an 
abdication of responsibility, lord Archer 
has many talents, but a flair for fiction is 
nor what is required to run the capital city. 

The Tories do not have many opportuni¬ 
ties to make the weather, and show they 
have learnt the lessons of defeat. There 
appears to be a complacency at the highest 
level which attributes Labour's success to 
spin and believes the electorate will return 
to their Tory roots in time. They will not. 
unless they are given new and positive 
reasons to return. 

The Tories are not even making the most 
of those opportunities which Labour gives 
them. When the Government showed 
immaturity in its handling of the arrest of 
General Pinochet the Tories were silent 
Faced with factory closures they have been 
shrill in denunciation, but silent on 
alternatives. The Tories may not wish to 
take a position, so far in advance of the 
election, on detailed economic policy. But 
on the broad questions there is precious 
little evidence of a coherent lead. Should 
the State be smaller? If so then how can 
that be reconciled with indications, repeat¬ 
ed yesterday by John Redwood, that health 
and education spending should increase? 

Mr Hague is. apparently, exercised 
about the Tories’ failure to get their 
message across. New committees have 
been set up: new figures are to be hired. 
But, instead of worrying about how 
messages are communicated, whether by 
Mr Portillo or himself, Mr Hague should 
worry about what is to be said. New 
projects which engage and excite are 
required. Unless new reasons are ad¬ 
vanced to support the Tories, the party will 
only resent the movement away from 
traditional positions on issues such as 
reform of the Lords. The failure to take 
risks now in re-defining the Tories would 
be the biggest risk of all. 


BREAKING WAVE 

Change sweeps over the ‘remote Bermudas’ 


Bermuda is Britain’s oldest colony, first 
settled when Sir George Somers was 
shipwrecked there en route to Virginia in 
1609. For almost 400 years. Marvell’s 
“remote Bermudas” of "golden lamps in a 
green night” have echoed as poetically in 
the British imagination as the “hollow' 
seas” rolling onto its shores. Its Assembly, 
which first met in 1620, is the oldest 
legislature in the Commonwealth outside 
Britain. Bermuda yesterday saw a momen¬ 
tous change: a general election has swept to 
power for the first time the Progressive 
Labour Party, ousting the United Bermuda 
Party which has held office for the 30 years 
that party politics have been allowed. 

In itself, political change legitimised by a 
turn-out of 81 per cent is a sign of a vibrant 
democracy. But many Bermudians are 
anxious. For the PLP victory has brought 
into focus two issues that could undermine 
the settled prosperity of this Atlantic jewel: 
racial divisions and the question of 
independence. The PLP’s core support 
comes from Bermuda’s blacks, whose Jot it 
is committed to improve. But there are 
fears, held not only by racists but by many 
in the black majority, that the inexperi¬ 
enced party will mismanage the economy, 
especially the vital financial sector. 

The party has embraced independence 
as an essential route not only to self-deter¬ 
mination but to a more equal society , and 
campaigned hard against the "British” 
establishment. Independence, however, 
has been a less potent vote-winner than in 


Britain's younger former colonies. In a 
landmark referendum in 1995, which 
turned largely on Bermuda’s economic 
prospects as an independent nation, voters 
overwhelmingly chose to remain one of 
Britain’s dwindling number of dependent 
territories — now renamed overseas 
territories. The vote was a slap in the face 
for the then Premier, Sir John Swan, who 
resigned. Even the PLP has opted for 
caution, promising to take the matter no 
further in this Parliament. 

The issue could be overtaken by Britain’s 
proposals to restore full citizenship to all its 
overseas territories. For Bermudians this 
opens up prospects of education, employ¬ 
ment and visa-free travel throughout the 
European Union. But there is a price, 
which many resent Britain is insisting on 
tighter financial regulation and more 
transparency, to stop money laundering 
and to police die shadowy frontier between 
tax avoidance and tax evasion. 

The Government would be wise not to 
gamble that Bermuda’s offshore industry 
would do better on its own. It has enough 
to do to meet its pledges of social change 
without stoking fears about its competence 
or opening new racial divisions. Bermuda, 
with 60.000 people, accounts for a third of 
the overseas territories’ population. A 
smooth transition will set an important 
example to other territories. Bermuda 
should be able to combine the benefits of 
extended self-government with the pros¬ 
pect of regaining full British citizenship. 


MAN IN TIGHTS 

The Lord Chancellor should be allowed some Lycra relief 


i the Woolsack were not 
» enough. Lord Irvine of 
[other grouse. His budded 
us tights ladder, his breeches 
>ng wig weighs "an absolute 
i more damage is done to his 
erable) dignity: “For male 
id mind.” he says, “the days 
nd tights and buckled shoes 

go.” . 

S mind is more than sound: it 
So is the Lord Chancellor’s 
miform, with its lavishly 
a own, ruffled collar and 
-dial extends well below his 
is regalia he will continue to 
(irnal occasions. 

nes with his "everyday wear 
gown, breeches, tights and 
Lord Chancellor proposes, 
iader behind a desk in suit 
id jeans, to dispense with 
r his bottom half, while 
ar the top- He wants to be 
fear normal blade trousers, 
es instead. , , 

io much traditional values m 
tting as modem gear in a 
ting. And Lord Irvine has a 
i are used to wearing tights 
An in these matters, are the 


weaker sex. The Lord Chancellor should 
certainly be saved the embarrassment of 
having to bulk-buy large black opaques at 
his local Boots. For he cannot afford to risk 
the scorn he would endure if he sent his 
driver out for them instead. 

Lord Irvine is keen on creature comforts. 
He has already "modernised" his flat — in 
estate-agent parlance, if not in choice of 
wallpaper. His predecessor but one. Lord 
Hailsham. described the "austere discom¬ 
fort” of the apartment in Lord Gardiner’s 
day. so this Lord Chancellor has turned the 
place around. He has also won the right to 
him his back on the monarch and walk 
forwards instead of backwards after 
handing her the Queen’s Speech. Only 
Lord Hailsham, because of his arthritis, 
has recentlv been given such an exemption. 
Lord Irvine's affliction is psychological 
rather than physical: he suffers injury not 

to joints but to pride. 

But on his uniform, the current Lord 
Chancellor has an excellent case. The garb 
he has to wear today makes him melt into 
the furniture: he looks more like part of the 
House than part of the Lords. Perhaps he 
has discovered a duty to distance himself 
from predecessors such as CardiMlWol- 
sev. As that illustrious Lord Oiancellor 
might well have said: "Off with his tights. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Support for a royal remarriage 


From the General Secretary of the 
Modem Churchpeople's Union 

Sir, I notice that some of our episcopal 
Fathers in God are beginning io 
discuss the possibility of a remarriage 
of Prince Charles and Mrs Parker 
Bowles in church (report. November 
6: letter. November 71- 

In this respect they are following 
the lead of at least a good few of the 
clergy of the Church of England, 
hundreds of whom, like me, already 
conduct collectively thousands of 
remarriages in parish churches every 
year. 

We do so in order to meet pastoral 
need and to represent the Christian 
Gospel as one which has at its heart 
the concept of forgiveness and new 
beginnings. 

Should Charles and Camilla be 
looking for a venue and a minister to 
perform the ceremony there is no 
need for them to go to Crathie Kirk. I 
will be pleased to oblige. Further, and 
no doubt much later. I will also be 
glad to accept and welcome King 
Charles III with his consort as a 
happily married Supreme Governor 
of the Church of England. 

Yours sincerely. 

NICHOLAS HENDERSON. 

General Secretary. 

Modem Churchpeople’s Union, 

25 Birch Grove, W39SP. 

November 6. 


From Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain 

Sir. Of course Prince Charles and Mrs 
Parker Bowles should be allowed to 
marry if they so wish, and with every 
blessing by religious establishments. 

It would be more honest to formal¬ 
ise their relationship, rather than 
maintain the current pretence, while a 
happily married monarch will func¬ 
tion more effectively than an uneasily 
single one. 

Moreover, a royal wedding would 
reinforce the institution of marriage, 
as well as provide a better role model 
for the tens of thousands of other 
divorcees in Britain. 

In addition, it is axiomatic to both 
Christianity and Judaism that misde¬ 
meanours can be repented and people 
released from the albatrosses around 
their necks. In this case, both individu¬ 
als have surely paid the price of 
enough personal unhappiness and 
public condemnation. 

ft is more religious to be charitable 
and forgiving titan to bear grudges 
and force others to remain in the past 
When the time comes. 1 for one shall 
have no hesitation in saying "Long 
live Queen Camilla". 

Yours faithfully, 

JONATHAN ROMAIN. 

Maidenhead Synagogue, 

9 Boyn Hill Avenue, 

Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 4ET. 
November 9. 


Ever more worthy of remembrance 


Concern over drug 
testing at work 

From Mr Anthony Monon-Hooper 

Sir. Dr Patrick Dixon enthuses about 
the efficacy of workplace drug testing 
(Feature. “Why we must have drug 
tests at work", Novembers). Sensibly, 
he acknowledges the importance of 
education and the primacy of deter¬ 
rence over punishment 

The experience of drug testing in 
sport offers some guidance and 
warnings to businesses, and also 
schools, where drug testing is being 
introduced. The world of sport has 
struggled for decades to get its policies 
right and that world is as much 
infected by the persistent errors and 
injustices committed by over-zealous 
governing bodies who fail to accept 
the limitations and fallibilities of their 
drug testing policies as fay the 
activities of the cheating player or 
athlete. 

It is only when the consequences of 
those errors and injustices are consid¬ 
ered that sufficient attention will be 
paid to the need for proper safe¬ 
guards. The oniy sysiem of testing 
deserving public confidence is one 
which balances toughness of purpose 
with scrupulous fairness. Drug test¬ 
ing procedures must protect the 
innocent, the whole process must 
have integrity (errors in sample 
collection will determine the analyti¬ 
cal result), there can be innocent 
explanations for microscopic traces of 
banned compounds, and there must 
be recourse for the victim of the “false 
positive". 

Drug testing in the workplace and 
in our schools may become the norm. 
However, if the errors and misjudg- 
ments seen in the sports world are 
repeated by businesses and schools 
there will be a substantial risk of 
failing to realise the underlying and 
legitimate objectives of the policy and 
a loss of public confidence. 

Yours sincerely, 

TONY MORTON-HOOPER. 
Mishcon de Reya (solicitors). 

21 Southampton Row, WC1B 5HS. 
November 6- 

From Mr Stephen Young 

Sir. Calling it a “huge success”, 
Patrick Dixon tries his best to paint a 
friendly face on mass drug Testing, 
now an institution here in America. 

He offers little consideration, how¬ 
ever, of employees who have done 
nothing to provoke such a degrading 
procedure. And what of the fears of 
employees hesitant to reveal medical 
conditions to employers? Drug screen¬ 
ings can detect legal drugs, as well as 
illegal drugs. Innocent employees can 
experience false positives, and drug¬ 
using employees may know how to 
generate false negatives. 

Perhaps there are fewer positive 
drug test results now. as Dixon 
claims, but it would be ridiculous to 
assume that the process has had any 
actual impact on the American drug 
problem. Drug testing has been a 
success only as a business, profiting 
from a form of alchemy by which, at 
last, urine can be turned into gold 
with little expense, as long as an 
employee's dignity and privacy are 
overlooked as costs. 

Yours faithfully, 

STEPHEN YOUNG. 

990 Borden Drive, 

Roselle, Illinois 60172 
theyoungfamily@mrldnet.att.net 
November 7. 


From Mr Leonard Manasseh 

Sir, The decision by the Republic of 
France to award the Legion d*hon- 
neur, not only to her own surviving 
veterans of the Great War, but now to 
the few remaining British survivors 
as well (letter. November 7) is 
thoughtful and generous on this 
eightieth anniversary of that terrible 
war. a gesture of truly Gallic imagina¬ 
tion. 

Yours faithfully. 

LEONARD MANASSEH. 

6 Bacon’s Lane. 

Highgate Village, N6 6BL 
November 8. 

From the Vice-President of 
The Bevin Boys Association 

Sir. The Bevin Boys Association is 
greatly indebted to Lord Mason of 
Barnsley and Admiral of the Fleet 
Lord Lewin (letter. November 6; 
photograph, early editions, and re¬ 
port November 9) for making it 
possible for a contingent of ex-war- 
time Bevin Boys to parade at the 
Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday. 

This was indeed a milestone m 
history. 

Special thanks must also go to 
London Transport for the generous 
part they played in hosting our 
members on this memorable occa¬ 
sion. 

Yours, 

WARWICK H. TAYLOR. 

Vice-President 

The Bevin Boys Association. 

33 Sussex Street. Winchester. 
Hampshire 8023 8TG. 

November 9 

From Mr John Graham 

Sir, With reference to the Bevin Boys, 
the late T. F. Cattley, a teacher at Eton 


College, wrote some verses in their 
praise. 

1 recall them as follows: 

To be an airman, that is why 
He joined the ATC, 

But he’s a miner now. because 
His number ends in three. 

He does not lose his sense of fun. 

He does not peak or pine. 

He merely says. “Were mine the choice. 
The choice would not be mine.” 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN GRAHAM, 

21 Warwick Avenue, W9 2PS. 
November 9. 

From Mr Andrew Rowe. 

MPfor Faversham and 
Mid Kent (Conservative) 

Sir. My late unde told me the 
following story which illuminates the 
ceremony at the Cenotaph yesterday. 

He was serving on a sector in 
France where every afternoon Ger¬ 
man artillery shelled the road be¬ 
tween the front and staff HQ. The 
bombardment started at 3pm precise¬ 
ly and lasted for exactly 30 minutes. 

The staff required a report on the 
situation to be delivered to HQ at -fpm 
precisely. The result was that several 
young officers were killed. On one of 
my unde's visits he suggested that 
perhaps the staff could receive the 
report at a time which would avoid 
the barrage. 

“1 shall choose to forget that I ever 
heard that," said the staff officer. "It is 
the most lily-livered thing I have ever 
heard; you are very fortunate not l o be 
put on a charge.” And so the 
procedure continued. 

My unde later won a Military 
Cross for rescuing a soldier from a 
burning ammunition store. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANDREW ROWE, 

House of Commons. 

November 9. 


School inspections 

From the General Secretary of the 
National Union of Teachers 

Sir. Your leading article of November 
4, "Commonsense and nonsense”, 
misrepresents the NUT'S position on 
Miiool inspections. Far from ruling 
out independent inspections, the un¬ 
ion has always seen them as impor¬ 
tant, but has argued for a balance 
between external inspection and inter¬ 
nal evaluation. 

Indeed, the Chief Inspector of 
Schools, in his address to the NUT 
conference on November 3. stressed 
the importance of internal evaluation: 
and the government minister. Charles 
Clarke, stated at the conference that 
there was a total consensus on the 
need for a balance between the two. 

Yours sincerely. 

DOUG McAVOY. 

General Secretary. 

National Union of Teachers, 
Hamilton House. 

Mabledon Place, WC1H 9BD. 
November 4. 


Debt paid 

From ike Ambassador of Belgium 

Sir, Your Diarist reports f*Battle 
lines”, September 26) that the Belgian 
Government wrote “recently” to the 
eighth Duke of Wellington about 
annual payments to him in the wake 
of Waterloo, pointing out "it might be 
time to end the practice". Actually, we 
have — ten years ago. An amicable 
settlement with the Duke commuted 
the small annual payment into a lump 
sum, which took the form of a piece of 
land. 

All these years Belgium has com¬ 
plied with an agreement (from 1817) 
that predates its own existence (1830). 
A true sign of respect for the first 
Duke. 

Yours sincerely, 

LODE WILLEMS, 

Embassy of Belgium. 

103 Eaton Square, SW1W 9AB. 
November 5. 


Devolution warning 

From Mr Nigel R. Smith 

Sir. Professor Robert Haze Li's warn¬ 
ing yesterday (Riddell on Politics. 
November 5) that devolution will 
transform the British State and 
release powerful dynamic forces be¬ 
yond the Government’s control 
should be widely heeded. As chair¬ 
man of the ‘Yes” campaign during the 
Scottish devolution referendum. 1 
would add my view that if the reforms 
do not have these effects they will have 
failed Britain. 

The Governments centralising lan¬ 
guage. so at odds with the reforms, is 
causing confusion among British 
institutions considering their re¬ 
sponse to devolution. By encouraging 
the view that organisations nor 
affected by legislation are not affected 
at all. die Government is limiting the 
potential for unlegislated responses to 
make a valuable contribution to the 
success of the reforms. Responding to 


Rector of Stiffkey 

From the Reverend Geoffrey 
Kemble Johnson 

Sir, Readers of Matthew Parris’S 
account of the "martyrdom” of the 
Reverend Harold Davidson, Rector of 
Stiffkey (Weekend. November 7), may 
be interested in an account I heard 
broadcast on radio many years ago. 

The widow of the lion-tamer told 
how the unfrocked rector saw a pretty 
girl in the audience and began waving 
to her. Carelessly, he trod on the tail of 
a lioness which was with him in the 
cage, causing her to growl, whereup¬ 
on Freddie, the lion, bit Davidson in 
die throat, inflicting injuries from 
which he died. 1 recall the lady 
declaring that it was entirely David¬ 
son’s own fault “because he wasn’t 
paying attention". 

Yours faithfully, 

GEOFFREY K. JOHNSON, 

53 St Walston'S Road. 

Taverham, Norwich NR8 6NG- 
November 8. 


the letter of the law rather than the 
spirit of reform will greatly affect the 
dynamics of which Professor Hazell 
warns. 

For example, take your recent 
report (early editions, October 10) of 
the difficulties the BBC is having with 
devolution and suppose the BBC fails 
to keep pace with its audience in 
Scotland. Then imagine how much 
more difficult renewal of the BBC 
licence fee becomes with the Scottish 
parliament expressing audience dis¬ 
satisfaction. 

The licence is not within the legal 
competence of the Scottish parlia¬ 
ment yet it is clear that the resolution 
of the Scottish parliament could not 
be entirely ignored. By such means 
will the new political forces alter 
Britain. 

Yours sincerely, 

NIGEL R. SMITH. 

Glenview, 

2 Crosshouse Road, 

Campsie Glen, Glasgow G65 7AD. 
November 6. 


From the Reverend E. J. Penny 

Sir, I have never heard the name of 
Harold Davidson^ old parish pro¬ 
nounced by those who live there as 
anything but Stiffkey, though the 
village may have been called Stewkey 
in the past as -Matthew Parris claims. 

Villagers who remember Harold 
Davidson speak of him with great 
affection. He showed generosity to 
those in need and treated his parish¬ 
ioners with much care and kindness. 
May he rest in peace. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN PENNY 
(Priest in Charge of the 
Stiffkey Benefice), 

The Vicarage, 

2 Holt Road. 

Langham. Norfolk NR25 7BX. 
November 7. 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-782 5046. email to: 
letters^ tbfrtimes.co.uk 


Dome cash ‘could 
transform the arts’ 

From Mrs Doris Lessing 

Sir. What Peter Mandelson doesn’t 
understand (Matthew Parris* sketch. 
November 10) is that opposition to the 
Dome is because people know that the 
money spent on it could transform, 
for instance, the arts — which is what 
this country’ is really good at. This 
Government, like the one before it, is 
unable to see the arts as anything 
more than a whingeing Oliver Twist. 
The theatre is dying. When these 
short-sighted people are standing 
over the corpse of what is admired by 
the whole world, we will hear them 
say — as we have so many blundering 
governments in various contexts: “Oh 
dear, we made a mistake.” 

In New York a theatre died recently 
from lack of funding. Within a year 
the cafes, restaurants, dress shops, 
food shops, beauty parlours and car 
firms had gone, and the whole area 
has returned to its pre-theatre state of 
dereliction. “Oh dear, we made a 
mistake." 

Yours faithftilly. 

DORIS LESSING. 

24 Gondar Gardens. NWG1HG. 
November 10. 


St James's development 

From Councillor Alan Bradley 

Sir, Mr Dominic Elliot and his 
co-signatories write (letter, November 
5) of the “unique concentration" of 
historic buildings in St James’s. 
Westminster Council recognises that 
the special character of St James’s 
Street needs to be protected. Thai is 
why we recently refused permission 
for yet another restaurant, as their 
recent proliferation in the street now 
threatens that character. 

However, the proposed 120-bed¬ 
room first-class hotel in the old Bath 
Club at No 74 will bring back into 
entirely suitable use this superb 
Grade 11* listed building. Its magnifi¬ 
cent interiors will be faithfully re¬ 
stored to their original appearance. A 
new staircase will sympathetically 
ally the best of modem design to the 
revitalisation of the old. Local resi¬ 
dents’ amenity will be protected by 
conditions and legal agreement 

My comminee warmly welcomed 
the scheme, which has the support of 
English Heritage, and granted per¬ 
mission last night. 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN BRADLEY 
(Chairman. Environment and 
Planning Committee). 

Citv of Westminster. 

PO Box 240. 

Westminster City Hall, 

64 Victoria Street,SWlE 6QP. 
November 6. 


Hastings battleground 

From Councillor John Southam 

Sir. Professor Richard Holmes wrote 
(letter. November 5) "Let us hope that 
the (Rother District Council] planning 
comminee holds its ground" against 
an application by English Heritage to 
build a road on the site of the Battle of 
Hastings. 1 should make dear that 
with an English Heritage site it is the 
Secretary of State who determines the 
application — the planning comminee 
are simply consul tees. 

The proposal concerns continued 
use of a trade that runs along the edge 
of the field and has been a regular 
vehicular access to the walled garden 
by English Heritage for years. The 
cafe and exhibition centre are to be 
placed within the garden and hidden 
from the battlefield behind these 
walls. 

In any event, English Heritage has 
now withdrawn the application to 
enable a better understanding by 
those who wish to comment. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN SOUTHAM 
(Chairman, Rother District 
Coundl Planning Committee), 

1 Tanyard Cottages. Battle Hill, 

Battle. East Sussex TN33 OBH. 
daverham_edu@msn.com 
November 5. 


No 10 briefing 

From Vice-Admiral Sir Louis 
Le Bailly 

Sir. Is your Letters page, usually foil 
of interesting views on important 
matters, so lacking today in contribu¬ 
tions that we have to be subjected to 
approximately 13 column indies of 
Alasiair Campbell trying, with little 
success, to justify a major cock-up in 
his news management? 

Yours truly. 

LOUIS LE BAILLY. 

Garlands House, St Tudy, 

Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 3NN. 
November 9. 


From start to finish 

From-Mr John Keevill 

Sir. Rather than learning how to cook, 
eat and wash up (letters. October 30 
and November 3), 1 believe your 
correspondents would benefit most 
from a short, technical television 
programme called How to switch off. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN KEEVILL, 

Forest Oak, Milton Road, 
Wokingham. Berkshire RG401DD. 
john@towerieasing.oo.uk 
November 3. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November LCh His Excellency Mr 
Humberto de la Calls-Lombana 
was received in audience by The 
Queen today and presented the 
Letters of Recall of his predcces f t 
and his own Letters of Credence as 
Ambassador from the Republic of 
Colombia to the Court of St 
James's. 

Mrs de la Cotie-Lombaiia was 
also received by Her Majesry. 

Mr John Shepherd (Deputy 
Under-Secretary, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office) was 
present. 

General Sir Samuel Cowan was 
received by The Queen upon his 
appointment as Chief of Defence 
Logistics. 

The following were received in 
audience by Her Majesty upon 
their appointment as British High 
Commissioners: Mr Stuart Laing 
(Brunei Darussalam) and Mr 
Brian Donaldson {the Republic of 
Namibia). 

Mrs Laing and Mrs Donaldson 
were also received by The Queen. 

Mr Ivor Rawlinson was re¬ 
ceived in audience by The Quezn 
and kissed hands upon his appoint¬ 
ment as Her Majesty's Ambassa¬ 
dor to the Republic of Tunisia. 

Mrs Rawiinson was also re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty. 

The Queen Otis afternoon depart¬ 
ed Royal Air Force Northoli for 
France and was later received at 
VTUacouhlay Airport by Her Majes¬ 
ty's Ambassador to the French 
Republic (His Excellency Sir 
Michael Jay). 

The Duke of Edinburgh this 
morning departed Royal Air Force 
Nonholt for the Republic of Ire¬ 
land. 

His Royal Highness, having 
arrived ai BaJdonnd Airport, Dub¬ 
lin, called upon The President of 
the Republic of Ireland at the 
Residence. Aras an Uachtarain. 
Fhoenn Park 

Hie Duke or Edinburgh. Found¬ 
er and Chairman. The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award International 
Association afterwards launched 
the Millennium Encounter (an 
international gathering of poten¬ 
tial Award leaders) at Dublin 
Castle. 

His Royal Highness subsequent¬ 
ly called upon the Taoiseach (Mr 
Bertie Ahem) at Government 
Buildings. Dublin. 

Brigadier Miles Hunr-Davis is 
in attendance. 

Mrs Robert de Pass has succeed¬ 
ed the Lady Susan Hussey as Lady 
in Waiting to The Queen. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
November lCfc Lieutenant Colonel 
Nicholas EvcranJ today had the 
honour of being received by Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother. 


Cofonel-in-Oiief. 9th/12th Royal 
Lancers (Prince of Wales's), upon 
relinquishing his appointment as 
Commanding Officer. 

The Lady Angela Oswald has 
succeeded Miss Jane Walker-Okeo- 
ver as Lady in Waiting to Her 
Majesty. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 10: The Princess. Royal. 
Patron, the Basic Skills Agency, 
this morning attended the Annual 
Conference at The Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II Conference Centre, West¬ 
minster. London. 

Her Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon opened the Dental and Day 
Surgery building at St George's 
Hospital. Blackshaw Road, Toot¬ 
ing. South West London. 

The Prin ess Royal. Chancellor, 
University of London, afterwards 
opened St George’s Clinical Vac¬ 
cine Institute at St George's Hospi¬ 
tal Medical School. Cranmer Ter¬ 
race. Tooting. South West London. 

Her Royal Highness. Honorary 
Air Commodore. University of 
London Air Squadron, later re¬ 
ceived Wing Commander Ronald 
Ftowell RAF upon relinquishing his 
appointment as Officer Command¬ 
ing the Squadron and Wing 
Commander Andrew Stewart RA 
upon assuming the appointment. 

The Princess Royal. Colonel-in- 
Chier The King's Royal Hussars, 
this evening attended the 19% 
Officers' Dinner at the Cavalry and 
Guards Club. Piccadilly. London. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 10:The Princess Marga¬ 
ret. Countess of Snowdon. Colonel- 
in-Chkf. Queen Alexandra's Royal 
Army Nursing Corps, this evening 
visited 256 (City of London) Field 
Hospital (Volunteers). Braganza 
Street, Walworth. South East Lon¬ 
don. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November IO:The Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter this evening attended a Recep¬ 
tion and Concert in aid of the 
London Youth Trust at the Spanish 
Embassy. Bdgrave Square. Lon¬ 
don. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
November It}. The Duke of Kent. 
Vice Chairman, British Overseas' 
Trade Board, this morning visited 
the Dome of the Rock and the A1 
Aqsa Mosque. Jerusalem. IsraeL 

His Royal Highness later visited 
St John's Ophthalmic Hospital. 
Jerusalem. 

The Duke of Kent this afternoon 
called upon The President of the 
Palestinian National Authority. 

His Royal Highness this 
evening attended the Annual Din¬ 
ner of die Israel-Britain Chamber 
of Commerce at the Hilton Hotel. 
Tel Aviv. 


Royal engagements 


The Queen will visit France and 
attend a ceremony to mark 
Remembrance Day and the 80th 
anniversary of the end of the 
First World War at the Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris at 11.00: and 
will unveil a statue of Sir 
Winston Churchill in Avenue 
Winston Churchiil at 1.55. Later, 
she will lay a wreath ar the Race 
Tower. Mesen, (Messines). Bel¬ 
gium, at 4.25,- and will attend a 
ceremony at the Menin Gate in 
leper (Ypres), at 455. 

The Princess Royal will men the 
renovated Liverpool Medical In¬ 
stitution, 114 Mount Pleasant. 
Liverpool, at 1110: will open the 
Walton Centre for Neurosurgery 
and Neurology, Fazacfcerfey, at 
2.00: will open the Henry Cotton 
Campus at Liverpool John 
Moores University, Trueman 
Street, at 11.05: and as patron. 
Victim Support, will attend the 
annual guest lecture at The 
Brewery. Chiswcll Street, at 5.00. 

The Duke of Gloucester will 
attend a reception to mark the 
re-opening of the Courtaukl Gal¬ 
lery. Courtauld Institute of Art. 


Somerset House, at 6.45. 

Princess Alexandra will visit the 
Springhili Hospice. Broad Lane. 
Rochdale, at 2.05 to mark the 
10th anniversary of the opening 
of the hospice, and will open the 
new County Headquarters. 
Training and Resource Centre 
for Greater Manchester North 
Scouts, Rochdale Road, Middle- 
ton. Greater Manchester, at 3JO. 

Church news 

Bishop of Leicester 
The Right Rev Tim Stevens, 
Suffragan Bishop of Dunwfch, 
Diocese of Si Edmunds bury and 
Ipswich, to be Bishop of Leicester 
in succession to the Right Rev Dr 
Thomas Butler who is now Bishop 
of Southwark 
Bishop of Holme 
The Ven Stephen Richard Lowe. 
Archdeacon of Sheffield, to be 
Suffragan Bishop of Hulme in the 
Manchester Diocese in succession 
to the Right Rev Colin John Fraser 
Scott on his resignation on Decem¬ 
ber 31. 


Memorial 

service 


Mr Percy Grieve, QC 
The Ambassador of Luxembourg 
attended and the French Ambassa¬ 
dor was represented by M Christo- 
pbe Penal at a serriceof thanksgiv¬ 
ing for the life of Mr Percy Grieve. 
QC. held on Monday at the 
Temple Church. Canon Joseph 
Robinson, Master of the Temple, 
officials!. 

Mr Ifeter Kerr Dineen. son-in- 
law, read the lesson and Mrs 
Caroline Grieve, daughte -in-law. 
read The Pearl by George Herbert. 
Mr Dominic Grieve. MP. son. 
gave an address. 

The Treasurer of the Middle 
Temple and the President of the 
Family Division attended. Among 
others present were: 

Mr and Mn Patrick Jaekd (hatFbruther 
and riser-in-tawl. Mrs Fergus Ramsay and 
other members of the family. 

Lord Howr of Ahmiwn. CH. QC and 
Ladv Hone. Lord Parkinson. Lord Lane. 
Lord and Ladv SnaboteL Lord BUkrr.Lsdy 
Duncan-Sanay*. Lora VVjitwfcroc. QC and 
Lady WUbcrtonx. Usd Campbell ol Allo- 
way. QC Lord Slynn of Hadley (Luxem¬ 
bourg S oeryJ amt Lady Slyrm. Loaf Shaw 
of Nonhacad. Lord and Lady Dunboyne. 
Lord Wigoder. QC Lady NtchoUs of 
Birkenhead. Lord May hew t/TWysikn. QC 
lord Lowry. 

The Han Robert and Mrs Boscawen, the 
Hon Sir Archibald Harrahon. MP. Mrs 
Enoch PtwcILthc Hon Toby and Mrs JcsseL 
die Hon Garin Hamilton. Sir Robert and 
Lady Lindsay of DowhiQ. Sir Anthony and 
Lady Meyer. Hie Honour Sir William 
Sabb. QC and Lady Si abb. Sir EXwg las 
Dodds-Parker (representing the Special 
Aras Club! and Lady Dodds-Parker. Sir 
John Httwetl (chairman. Franoo-Brhuh 
Society] with Mr Richard PeskeH and other 
members of the society. 

Sir Edward Jackson (chairman. Angb- 
Beigian SocfcM. Su Nicholas and Indy 
Bayne: Lxfy Lowry. QC, Sir WilBitm ran 
Suaubcnxe. Sir Dudley Smith (also repre¬ 
senting Western European Union Assem¬ 
bly Mr Justice Ian Kennedy. Mr Justice 
Garland. Sir Ralph and Lady Kilner Brown. 
Sir Sydney Chapman. MP. Sir John Weds. 
Sir Frank and Ladv White. Sir Douglas 
Falconer. Sir Kenneth and Lady- Hotlines. 
Sir Reginald HJbbm. Sir Charles Mcfol- 
fcjugh. Sir Colin Cole. Baron Vacs. 

Mr Michael SherranL QC (director. 
Middle Temple Advocacy], Mr James Hunt 
(Leader. Midland A Oxford Circuit). Mrs 
Esmc Grieve. Mr Charles Grieve. Mr 
Richard Grieve. Mrs Norah Grieve, Mr 
Racer Davies. Mr and Mrs Francis Jacobs. 
Judge Toulmin QC. Judge Ha wry. QC 
Judge Bows her. QC Judge Bray. His 
Hmuur Robert Lyntbcty. QC. His Honour 
David WDd. His Honour George Dohry. 
QC Mr (Tulip Cox. QC and Mrs Cox. Mr 
John Brisby. QC and Mrs Bruty. 

Mr Ian Rumen. QC Mr Darnel Hollis. 
QC and Mrs hums. Mr Christopher 
Marumi. QC. Mr Hugh Cartide. QC and 
Mrs Carlisle. Mr Leslie Joseph. QC. Mr 
Martin Bowh-y.QC. Mr James Browne. QC 
Mr Edward Gamier. QC MP. Mr Jam 
Brisby. QC Professor Douglas Johnson. Dr 
ftier Omnon-BrocAo. Mr and Mrs D P 
Cape. Mr and Mrs David Butler. Cbiond 
and Mrs Hugh Boscawen. 

Mr and Mr* David CMardaO. Mr and 
Mrs J C Bayne. Mr Godfrey D Smith. Mr 
and Mrs F Chadwick. Vice-Admiral J P 
Lucas. Brigadier Charts w right. Mr P 
Harris. Mr J Franks. Mr Christopher 
Bayne. Mrs Catherine Keith. Mine Annette 
dc la Cour. Mr and Mrs W H Whirzle. Mr 
Godfrey Ashmore. Mr Dennis Tho mp son. 
Mrs Jcyre DarKngKjn. Dr Vman Green. Mr 
and Mrs James Ross, Dr Shdagh Ross. Mr 
and Mn Anlrew Stirling. Mr Derek 
Bristow. 

Mr Pud Heim. Mr Ernie Money. Mr 
rWrr Jenmocs. Mrs G eoBrey Hunori Mr 
Stephen Wane. Mr Tim Clarke. Miss 
Lavender Haste. Mr Alex Kami Ms 
Tania Brisby. Mr and Mrs Matthew 
Carrington. Mr Mark Bishop. 

Mr John Taylor, MP [representing the 
Sol UtuH Conservative Asmaarian). Mr F F J 
Goddard (Alliance Francaisei and Mrs 
Goddard, and many other friends 


PETER NKHIH1S 


Birthdays today 

Professor T.E. Ail i bone, FRS. phys¬ 
icist, 95.- Mr Harry Bramma, 
former Director, Royal School of 
Church Music. 61 Lord Carr of 
Hadley..82; Rear-Admiral Sir Ni¬ 
gel CreiJ. 73; Mr Jonathan Fen by, 
former Editor, The Observer. 56; 
Mr Ron Greenwood, former Eng¬ 
land football manager, 77; Air 
Marshal Sir Donald Hall. 68; Lord 
Jenkins of Hillhead. OM. 7S; Sir 
Hamid Kent. QC 95; Sir Alister 
Km?Her. former Chief Justice of 
Gibraltar. 71; Mr Rodney Marsh. 
Australian cricketer 51; Miss Demi 
Moore, actress. 36; Miss Cristina 
Odone. former Editor. Catholic 
Herald. 38; Dr Indraprasad RateL 
KBE. former director. London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science. 74; Mr James Roose- 
Evans. theatre director and writer. 
71:Mr Richard Rowe, racehorse 
trainer, 39: Mr John Sheffield, 
former chairman. Norcros. 85; Sir 
IV ter Step heard, archil ecL 8S 
General Sir Walter Walker, Sb; 
Miss June Whitfield, actress. 73: 
Lord Wollson. 71. 

Appointment 

Mr nival John Otincry to be a previnas] 
stipendiary mat-Wran.- (or tfw ttcfl Mid¬ 
lands based at Birmingham. 



Chris Graven, senior curator, and Clair Curtis of the Royal Armouries staff on 
manouvres with armour made for King Henry VIU in 1540 

The Tower of London orders 
its arms for the Queen 


By John Young 

EIGHT years of work re-organising, refurbish¬ 
ing and redisplaying the Royal Armouries' 
matchless collection of historic amis and 
armour will be marked by a visit by the Queen 
to the Tower of London on Friday. 

By the beginning of this decade the collection, 
amassed over nearly ten centuries of warfare, 
had far exceeded the space available to display 
iL A decision was therefore made to move the 
heavier weaponry to the restored Fort Nelson, 
near Portsmouth, and to install much of the rest 
in a new purpose-built museum In Leeds, 
which opened two years ago. 

As a result there is at last room for proper 
space and attention to be given to those items 
which have a direct historical connection with 
the Tower itself, some of which will be on public 
display for the first time this cenrury. But even 
this reduced collection occupies no fewer than 
nine new galleries within Henry the first’s 
White Tower at the heart of the fortress. 

Among those to be visited by the Queen are 
the Royal Armour Gallery, devoted to the 
treasures of the Tudor and Stuart dynasties, 
including four suits of armour made for Henry 
VIII, and others which belonged to the ill-fated 
Charles I and James II. They were largely the 
product of the workshops established by Henry 
at Greenwich to show that English craftsmen 
were capable of matching anything from 
Germany or Italy. 

The Line of Kings and the Spanish Armouiy 
are re-creations of the displays mounted after 


the Restoration in 1660, the first time that the 
paying public were admitted to the Tower. The 
former includes 12 life-sire 17th-century wooden 
horses carved by some of the country’s finest 
craftsmen, including the peerless Grinling 
Gibbons. 

The original Spanish Armoury was opened 
during the reign of Charles II to present the 
monarchy as a popular patriotic institution 
after 11 years of republicanism. 

The items on display, including instruments 
of torture, were said to have been captured from 
the defeated Spanish Armada nearly a century 
earlier; not rrue. but late 20th-century visitors 
will be able to see a fearsome executioner's axe. 
nicknamed the Scavenger’s Daughter, and the 
block made for the execution of Simon Fraser. 
Lord Lovat. in 1747, the last public beheading in 
England. 

Many of the trophies of war amassed during 
earlier centuries were lost in the blare that 
gutted the Grand Storehouse in 1841. The 
tragedy is recalled in a mass display in the 
Small Armoury of hundreds of 19th-century 
firearms. 

The gallery also contains the weapons — two 
blunderbusses and a Scottish sporting flintlock 
— gun taken from the conspirators who plotted 
to assassinate William HI in 16%. 

Guy Wilson, Master of the Armouries, said 
yesterday: "After eight years we have at last 
been able to devote ourselves to the display of 
collections that arc historically connected with 
the Tower, This is as it should be. The Royal 
Armouries has in effect returned to its roots!" 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev Joseph Ayok-Loeuenberg. 
Priest-i n-Charge. Symondsbuiy 
and Chideock (Salisbury), to be 
Team Vicar. Marshwuod Vale 
(same diocese] 

Canon Geoff Babb. Diocesan Di¬ 
rector of CME. and Priesi-in- 


Charpe. Salford Sacred Trinity 
(Manchester), to be Priesi-in- 
CJiarge. IVythensftawe St Martin. 
and Team Rector designate, 
Wyihenshawe (same diocese). 

The Rev Peier Bamelt. Prkrst-in- 
Charge. Clifton St Anne (Manches¬ 
ter). to be also Priesi-in- Charge, 
Clifton Green St Thomas (same 
diocese). 


The Rev Dr Anne Barton. Chap¬ 
lain. King Alfred's College (Win¬ 
chester). to be diocesan 
development and research officer 
for liturgical matters (same dio¬ 
cese). 

The Rev Murray Brown. Vicar. 
Thume (Sheffield), to be Vicar. 
Norton Wbodseats St ftiul (same 
diocese). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr C. Briggs 
and Miss S-E. Boxafl 
The engagement is announced 
between Graham, son of Mr and 
Mrs Clive Briggs, of Sevenoaks. 
KenL and Sarah Elizabeth, only 
daughter of Dr and Mrs Bruce 
Boxall. of Manlesham Heath. 
Suffolk. 

Mr P.T.H. Clough 
and Miss J A. Dunn 
The engagement is announced 
between Patrick, son of Mr and 
Mrs Tom Clough, of West Mud- 
ford. Somerset, and Judith, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs William Scon 
Dunn, of Meonsiofce. Hampshire. 
Dr R.I. Cutress 
and Miss E.G Swsutton 
The engagement is announced 
between Ramsey, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs I.W. Cutress. of Heming- 
ford Grey. Cambridgeshire, and 
Clare, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
R.G.F. Swamon. of Sandbanks. 
Dorset, (formerly of Marlborough. 
Wiltshire). 

Mr RJ.S. Miller 
and Miss EAG. Hill 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert, son of the late 
Riter Miller, of Thorn age. Norfolk, 
and of Mrs Sheila Miller, of 
Softkey. Norfolk, and Eliza, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs AJick “Bim” 
Hill, of Ashwicken. Norfolk. 


Mr N.E. Foster 
and Miss S A. Soubeyran 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas Edward, son of 
Mr and Mrs GeoFfrey Foster, of 
The Rltos. Haverfordwest, Pembro¬ 
keshire. and Sandrine Ann. daugh¬ 
ter of M and Mme Gerard 
Soubeyran. of Tcsre-la-Madeleine. 
Lower Normandy. 

Mr A.C.T. Inglis 
and Miss O.S. A mortage 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, son of Mrs Kit 
Inglis and the late Major Kit 
Inglis. of LJansanrffraed. Brecon, 
and Olivia, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Geoffrey Armitage, of 
Old Striven. Kna res borough. 
North Yorkshire. 


Marriage 


Mr T.E.S. Lynch 
and Mrs J.R. Wicks 
A service of blessing was held ai 
Holy Trinity Church, Rudgwick 
West Sussex, on Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 7. after the marriage of 
Thomas E.S. Lynch and Joanna 
Ruth Wicks (nee Colled) in Ihe 
presence of their children. Megan 
Lynch. Jennifer and Katharine 
Wicks. The Rev Richard Jackson 
officiated. 


Service dinners 

The King's Royal Hussars 
The Princess Royal. CbloneHn- 
Chief. was present at (he regimen¬ 
tal dinner of The King's Royal 
Hussars held last night at the 
Cavalry and Guards Club. Briga¬ 
dier E.C.W. Morrison. Colonel of 
the Regiment, presided. 

HMS Sultan 

Rear-Admiral I.R. Henderson. 
Flag Officer Naval Aviation, pro¬ 
posed the toast to The Mert of 
Taranto at a dinner held last night 
in HMS Sultan to mark ihe 
anniversary of the Battle of Taran¬ 
to. Commander R.T. Govan. RN. 
presided. 

The RoyaJ Air Force Regiment 
Group Captain R.C. Moore. MBE. 
presided at the annual dinner of 
the Royal Air Force Regiment 
Officers' Dinner Club, held on 
Friday. November b, in the Depot 
Officers Mess. RAF Honington. 
Air Chief Marshal Sir John Alli¬ 
son. Air Officer Commanding in 
Chief. RAF Strike Command, was 
the principal guest. 

Dinners 

Queen Mary and Westfield 
College 

Professor Adrian Smith. Prinapai 
of Queen Mary and Westfield 
College, London University, and 
Sir Christopher France, chairman 
of council, presided at a dinner 
held last night at the college. 
Among others present were: 

EmiI Ardor, Uk Bim on rtf Suptkty. Dr Jad 
Cunninpham, MP. Frdccsnr Ipnr AlrJ_saitJei. 
Prafescr Brian Dr Tim htnlL l'rt>lc«ur 

kuhanl Mods, ftrofenur B J Dml.ro FBa, Dr 
Mcfly Saw. Mr K P Srmrh. Mr Alaihuklin 
Tiho. Mr David tt.1lto. MP. M> Diana 
Wara-kt. Mr Rose Wwiiniw and Mi 
Sunky Wnphi 

The Brilish-Ukrainian Law 
Association 

"The Association held its 5th anni¬ 
versary dinner at Middle Temple 
on November 9. The President. 
Lord Howe of Aberuvoti, CH. PC. 
QG was in the chair. The guest of 
Imnour Professor Voiodymyr Vas- 
sylenko. Ukrainian Ambassador, 
delivered a keynote address. 
General Dental Council 
Dr Margaret Seward. President, 
and Members of the General 
Dental Council held a Dinner 
yesterday at 37 Wimpole Sueel. 
London. Mr Christopher Kenyon. 
Chairman of ihe Quality Assur¬ 
ance Agency for Higher Educa¬ 
tion. accompanied' by Mrs 
Kenyon, was the principal guesL 
Hazards Forum 

Professor P.A. Benneir. Chairman 
of Ihe Hazards Forum, presided at 
a dinner discussion held Iasi night 
al the Athenaeum. Dr D. Rayner 
and Mr S.SJ. Robertson spoke.. 
Foundation for Science and 
Technology 

Lord Jenkin of Ruding. Chairman 
of the Council uf ilic Foundation 
for Science and Technology, presid¬ 
ed at a dinner discussion held last 
night at the Trafalgar Tavern. 
Greenwich, after a Visit to the 
Millennium Dome. 


Luncheons 

Tallow Chandlers' Company 

The High Commissioner for Ajjs- 
tralia was present at a luncheon 
held yesterday at Taflow Chan¬ 
dlers' Hall after being admitted to 
the Freedom of the Tallow Chan¬ 
dlers - Company. During the lunch¬ 
eon Mr Tom Dunklcy and Mr 
‘Piers Hudson received the 1998 
Imber/Uoyd Tallow Chandlers' 
Awards to Setwyn College. Cam¬ 
bridge. Mr RAB. Nicotic Master. 
presided and Sir David Harrison. 
Master of .Selwyn College, also 
spoke. 

American Chamber of Commerce 
(UK) 

Mr Chris Patten. CH. Chairman ol 
the Independent Commission of 
Rtfidng for Northern Ireland, was 
the guest of honour at an American 
Chamber of Commerce (UK) lunch¬ 
eon held yesterday at the Land¬ 
mark London. Mr Charles S. 
McVeigh HI. president of the 
diamber, was in the chair. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS; Johann Albert Fabririus. 
scholar, Leipzig. 1668: Louis de 
Bougainville, navigator and scien¬ 
tist, Paris. DJft Fyodor Dos¬ 
toyevsky, novelisL Moscow. 1821; 
Raul Signac, painter, pioneer of 
Pointillism. Paris. 1863; Edouard 
Vuillard, painter. Ciusoeaux. 
France. IS68; George Patton. Amer¬ 
ican general of the Second World 
War, San Gabriel. California, 1885; 
lain Macleod. politician. Skipton. 
Yorkshire. 1913. 

DEATHS: Johunn Zotfany. theatri¬ 
cal painter. London. 1810: Soren 
Kierkegaard, philosopher. Copen¬ 
hagen. I.S55: Ned Kelly, outlaw, 
hanged. Melbourne. 18SO; Thomas 
Trollope, writer. Clifton. Avon. 
1892; Valentine Prinsep. artist. 
London. I9t»: Sir Edward Ger¬ 
man. composer. London. |93n; Sir 
Alan (AP.I Herbert, writer and 
politician. 1971: Alexander Calder. 
sculptor. New' York. 1976. 

The Allies and Germany signed an 
armistice at Ham. 1918. 

The Cenotaph in Whitehall. Lon¬ 
don. was unveiled and an Un¬ 
known Warrior was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 1920. 

Rhudesia proclaimed a declaration 
of independence. I%5. 


Distillers’ 

Company 

The following have been installed 
ofticens of the Distillers' Company 
for the ensuing year; 

Master. Mr lan Coombs: Upper 
Warden. Mr Richard Nicholson: 
Middle Warden. Mr Robert How¬ 
ell: Rcnier Warden. Mr Gerald 
Milsom 



BMDS: 0171 680 6880 

PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 

PERSONAL COLUMN 

TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 
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BIRTHS 


BOURDHJLOM - On November 
4th 1998 to Miranda Inge 
Farmer' and Patrick, a 
daughter Flora Mary, a 
siflter for loabeL 

BURKE-On November Stb 
1998. A beautiful baby girl 
Olivia Katherine Violet, to 
Jeseic* (afie Grand) and 
PauL Thanks (o all at the 
Forest Suite 

GATES - On Wednesday 4th 
November 1998. to Laura 
Uifre Cockcroft) and 
Andrew, a son. Thomas 
Baroaby Clift, a brother 
for Tabtiha. 

HOLT - On September 10th 
1998 to Sarab in£e 
Llewellyn- Jones i and 
Oliver, a daughter. Alice 
Emma Llewellyn. 

MONCflElITE - Ou 6th 
November to Miranda and 
Peregrine a daughter. 

NOBBS - On November 9th 
1898. in Durham, to 
Charlotte inM Mon) and 
Charles, a daughter. Emma 
Alice tfronch. a staler for 
Annie and Peter. 

O’CONNOR - On November 
4th 1998. to Kale infra 
Evans) and Jamie, a son. 
William Ellts- 

SCMFE - To Susan and Nell, 
on 4th November 1988, at 
The Undo Wing. St Maryh 
Hospital. London W1 a 
beautiful daughter. 
Georgia Hope Anninde. 

THANK] - On 2Snd October 
1998, in Higfagate. U> 
Catherine io£c Spotswoodi 
and Baaklin. a daughter, 
Olivia Fn'ya. a sister for 
Alexander and DanieL 


BIRTHS 


WESSON-On 18th 
September 1998. to 
Amanda and Kevin, a son. 
Oliver James, a brother far 
Thomas and Alice. 


DEATHS 


BACKHOUSE - John 
Anderson. H.CJL Much 
loved husband of Auk- 
Heathcr Backhouse and 
dearly loved father of 
Sally-Anne. Jonathon and 
Jantoa and dear 
grandfather of So phi e- 
Anno. died In the midst of 
life on die 6th November 
1998. aged 68 years. Family 
flowers only plessa. 
donations If desired to the 
British Heart Foundation 
or Preston Royal Hospital 
Heart and Long Unit e/o 
Scales Funeral Directors. 
134 Darwen Street. 
Blackburn. Lancs. BB2 
2AJ. Funeral on Friday 
November 13th at St. 
Wilfrid s Church. 

Ribah ester, at 1 IJJOatn. 
followed by In torment In 
the churchyard. Enquiries 
01254 265911. 

BEJURDSWORTH - John 
“Bads' of Etraumon Davao, 
suddenly on November 8th 
aged 72. Beloved husband 
of Daphne and much loved 
father of Elizabeth. 
Caroline and Louis, 
grandfather to Robert, 
Nicola, Rebecca. Gabrielis. 
Imogen and Kreran. 
Funeral service at SL 
Brannock'a R.C. Church. 
Bra cm loo. North Devon, 
on Friday 13th November 
at 1 -30pm. followed by 
private cremation. Family 
flown only but donations 
to either (he Gurkha* 
Welfare Trust or the 
R.N.L.L e/o L. Clarke and 
Sons Funeral Directors, 
Braunton. 01271 813526- 


DEATHS 


BROCK - Rosemary, 
peacefully at home on 
November 9th, widow of 
Admiral BUI Brock and of 
Major Richard Harrison 
Stanton. Much loved 
mother of Philip and 
Diana. Thanksgiving 
Service Friday. November 
13th at 3.00 pm. St. 
Bartholomew's. 

Haalemere. Donations in 
her memory may be tent to 
MacMillan Nurses c/o C. 
M. Luff & Partners. Ltd-, 
84 Lion Lane. Haslemere. 
Surrey. (01428 843524). 


BUCHANAN - Patrick Bury- 
On 8th November 1998. 
peacefully. In Providence. 
Rhode Island. Much loved 
by his wife, stepchildren, 
family and friends. A 
Memorial Service wlU be 
bold at Gargunaock Parish 
Church on Wednesday 
18 th November at 11.30 
am. Family flowers only 
but donations if desired to 
Strathcarroo Hospice. 


DAWES - On 7th October. 
1998 at St. Luke's Hospital. 
Kilkenny. Lieut. Cot 
Richard Arthur Aston. 
M.C. (Dick) 6th Duke of 
Co no e n ghtU Own Lancers 
(Watsons Hone) Indian 
Army (Rat'd). 
Pnunptaatown House. 
Castledennot. Co. Kildare. 
In his 84th year. Dearly 
loved husband of Audrey, 
devoted father of Getftya 
and grandfather of 
Jennifer and Richard. 
Funeral Service took place 
on October 10th followed 
by private cremation. 


de VWMTON - Mary Kathleen, 
on 7th November aged 95 
yoaro. Ftmeral at The 
Church of St Mary 

New Milton on 
November at 12.30. 


POSSET UK - The Reverend 
Frank. Died peacefully in 
Salisbury o n7th 
November 1999. Funeral 
Service on Thursday 19th 
November at 2.45 pm at SL 
Martini Church. 
Salisbury. Family flowers 
only. Donations. if 
desired, far Sanaa St. 
Martin's Church, c/o I.N. 
Newman Ltd- Griffin 
House. 55 Winchester 
Street, Salisbury SPl 
1HL. 


DYCKHOFF - Eric Bernard 
Charles. Solicitor, of 
Cheadle, Cheshire. Died 
peacefully oa November 
8th. 1998after a short 
Illness. Widower or Muriel 
and Jean, and loving 
father of Elisabeth and 
Roy. Father-in-law oT 
CecilU. and grandfather of 
Llvla and Max. For funeral 
details pleaee contact 
Jonathan Alcock & Sens 
Ltd. Tel 0181 428 2097. 


‘-On 
Nov emb er 5th al the 
Derbyshire Royal 
Infirmary after a brief 
illness. Ann aged 81. Much 
loved aunt and great-aunt. 
Cremationi private, but 
Memorial Service to be 
held at St Maty k 

Tlmlngton, ooar 

Ashbourne on Friday 
November 20th at 
lUOan- 


FRENCH - nfre Barnett 
03X.. Olive, former 
Director of the Savoy 
Hotel on November 9th 
1998. at the Old Probendal 
House, and 91 years. 
Widow of Martin French. 
Funeral service to take 
place at Oxford 
Crematorium on 
Wednesday 10th 
November at 2.00pm. No 
flowers. Donations in 
memory for the Salvation 
Army c/o E. Taylor & Son. 
21 Corbett Road. 
Csrtenan, Oxoa 0X18 
3LC. 

GAWORSXJ - On 5th 
November 1998. Andrew 
suddenly at home, beloved 
husband of Janice and 
father of Adam and Joasio. 
Sendee at Randalls Park 
Crematorium. 

Leaiherhnad on Tuesday 
17th November at 3pm. 
Enquiries to A & E 

urn TcL-0181 393 
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GOODEN - Rumor Codden 
(Haynes-Dixoni died 
peacefully ta her sleep on 
Sunday 8tb November In 
her 91st year. Dear mother 
of bute and Paula, greatly 
loved by her family and 
friends and those who 
knew her in her literary 
life. A private requiem 
mass for family and 
tHeads will be held at 
Maxwelton Chapel. 
MoniaJve, Dumfriesshire 
on Monday 16th November 
at il.30em followed by a 
private cremation A 
Service celebrating the life 
end work of Rumor 
Codden will be held at Si 
Antbony> Church. Ryo. 
Sussex on December 101b 
1998 at 12 noon. Family 
flowers only please, 
dona (too* it desired tor Dr 
Graham's Homes. 
Kalimpong. C/O Miss V 
Cassia. 21 Balmoral Place, 
Edinburgh. EH3 WA. 


CSSAR04AVIE5 - Nan of 
Slow-on-the-Wold, 
peacefully io hospital on 
November 8th 1998. aged 
87. Loved mother of Evan 
and David, graodmather 
of Hugh ana Olivia. 
Requiem Moss al St. 

K on pints Catholic Church. 
Stow-on-the-Wold 12 
noon I7rh November. No 
flowers by request, 
donations to tho Multiple 
Sclerosis Society c/o W. J. 
Wright. Funeral Director, 
WelT Lane. Slow-on- rhe- 
WokL GL54 IDG. 


•CWANTES - -Peter" \o6o 
Catherine Griffith*) of 
Swansea, suddenly on 

November 8lb 1998. 
Beloved wife of Bill, 
dearly loved mother of Liz. 
Sarah and Chris. 
Cremation at Margam 
Crematorium on Friday 
Norambor 13th ar 2.00pm. 
followed by a Service of 
Thanksgiving for her life. 
3.00pm at St- Paulk 
Church. Sketly. Swansea. 
Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu to Guides 
Cymru. 


LEE - Dennis George of 
Way bridge, Surrey aged 70 
yean died suddenly on 5th 
Nove m ber 1998. At rest 
now with our Lord and 
reunited with his wife 
Maureen (8th April 1984). 

A much tovad father, 
friend and member of the 
community. Funeral SL 
James' Parish Church. 
Weybridga at 2.00 pm 
Thursday 12th November. 
Intermom at Wey bridge 
Cemetery 3JM pm. Flowers 
to Sam Beam want. 
Weybridga Hospital, 
Donations to Imperial 
Cancer Research Fuad or 
Gideons International. 


LUDDWGTON - Anthony 
William Davoy (Tony) on 
Sunday 8th November 
1998. afrod 7B yean. A 
beloved husband of May. 
A-daarly loved father at 
Gary. Virginia. Stephen 
and Martin, and a loving 
Grandpa. Funeral Service 
at "St. PalerV Yaxley, on 
Friday 13th November at 
11.00am followed by 
iniorment. Family flowers 
only, donations for 
Oncology Centre R&D 
Fuad NotSSSO. 
Addonbrooks Hospital. 
Cambridge CB2 ZOQ. 


MENNSL - Anne Elizabeth 
iNancy) died November 
7th 1998. Greatly loved by 
nil her family. Private 
Cremation Followed by 
Memorial Service at St. 
Peter's Church. 
Wohrarcota. Oxford, 
Wednesday November 
IBth at 12 noon. No 
flowers. 


MINER - Veronica into 
VlUkersl widow of Ray 
Milner C.C.O.C. of 
Qua Ileum Beach. British 

Columbia and previously 

of Desmond FitzGerald 
28th Knight of Glln died 
peacefully at Ouallcum 
Beech 5th November 1998 
Funeral Quallcum Beach 
12 em I3lh November 
1998. 


M0HC0M8&WHITE- 
Yvonne, aged 87, suddenly 
and sadly died on October 
26 th, following a fall. 
Much loved and dearly 
missed by Call and family 
who sincerely thank all 
who attended tho funeral 
service and expressed 
loving messages In 
memory of Yvonne. 
Enqalrios to R. A. Brooks 
& San. Haywards Heath, 
tel: (01444)454291. 


MOULTON - Rosie Morel on 
of Sud<JeU widow of Pat, 
Peacefully in 

Campbeltown Hospital on 
8th November aged 90. 
Will bo sadly missed by 
her beloved and loving 
family and by many others 
her knew her as Old Gran. 
Burial private. A service to 
celebrate her life to which 
oil friends ore welcome 
will be held in St. Kin ran - s 
Scottish Episcopal 
Church. Campbeltown, on 
Saturday, !4Ur Novombcr 
at 2.30 pm. No bought 
flawora. donations In lieu 
if wished to the 
Directorate Manager, 
Argyll and Bblo NHS 
Trust. Campbeltown 
Hospital. 


To place death notice:,, acknowledgements 
or notices please oil 
0171 6S0 68S0 


POLLOCK - Dr. Ccorge aged 
89 years, of Wellington, on 
Ctb November. 1998. 
Funeral Service. 2 00pm 
Monday 1 Slh November at 
Shrewsbury Crematorium 
No Dowers by request 
pJonsr, donations if 
desired to the Wellington 
Cottage Hospital Appeal 
Fund. Enquiries please lo 
Harry Edwards and Sons. 
TclK)195a 244949. 

POLLOCK - Erskme Reginald 
Soton Pollock of Wesion- 
■upcr-Marc. on November 
2nd. peacefully, aged 93. 

POOLEY - nfe Welch. On 
November 10)h 1990. 


Much loved mother of 
Gillian and Diana and 
grandmother of Hugh 
Funeral Service al Si. 
Denys' Church. 
Rotherfield on Monday 
November 16ih at 12 . 0 U 
noon. Flowers and alt 
enquiries please to Paul 
Bysouth Funeral Services. 
Crow bn rough (018921 
655000. 


PRKSG - John Alfred, pjssvd 
away peacefully on frfh 
November. 1SW8 in 
Salisbury aged B4 years. 
Funeral Service at 
Salisbury Crematorium on 
Tuesday 17th November. 
1998. at 3.00pm. All 

enquiries c<a l.N. Newman 
Lid. Funer.r) Directors. 
Salisbury. 01722 413136 

PHOODFOOT - Mara are: of 
Wood bridge Suffolk, on 
9th November aged 32 
years, peacefully after a 
bravely borne Illness. 
Widow of tile laic 
Reginald John Proudfoot. 
Enquiries to WH 
Shephard Funeral 
Directors. Tel: 01 
572305. 


ROLLS - Eileen Elaine of 
Lytningion. peacefully on 
7th November at 
Southampton General 
Hospital No mourning 
please at her request. 
Enquiries to Diamond & 
Son Funeral Directors. 
Lytningion 01590 672060. 


SCHRyvER - Peter John died 
on November 9th I998at 
Epsom District Hospital 
after a heart attack aged 
86. Widower of Nancy and 
much Joved father of 
Andrew, Elizabeth. 
Michael and Hugh, be was 
a proud grandfather of his 
eleven grandchildren and 
of his two ertmi- 
grandehlldren. A private 
cremation will be followed 
by a Thanksgiving Service 
at St. Mary's Church, 
Headley at 12 noon on 
Monday 16th November. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations to the 
Plaisterers Charitable 
Trust cm Sherlock and 
Sans. Trellis House. South 
Street. Dorking RH4 2ES 


SMITH - Wilfred aged 87 
Flautist aod Harp Maker. 
Dearly loved husband of 
Daphne fbboft. Service 
Monday November 16th a 
^.30 pm Mortlake 
Crematorium. No flowers 
but do please send 
donations to Alzheimers 
Research c/o Holmes St 
Daughters 46) Upper 
Richmond Road. Eait 
Sheen SW14 7PU 


VANE - Kathleen I Kay), on 
November BLb 1998. 
peacefully at Chilton 
House. Dearly loved 
mother of Fiona. 
Christopher, Susan and 
Charles and much loved 
grandmother and great¬ 
grandmother Private 
cremation. 
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Margaret Cowing. CBE. 

HIS, FBA. founding 
Professor of the History of 
Saentt. Oxford University, 
died on November 7 aged 
77* She was born on 
April 25,1921. 

M argaret Gowing 
enjoyed the rare 
distinction — 
shared with 
■Joseph Needham and Karl 
Popper - of being a Fellow of 
both the British Academy and 
the Royal Society. Her remark¬ 
able reputation was made in 
four different fields: as an 
official economic historian: as 
an authority on public 
records: as the doyenne of 
nuclear historians: and as 
Oxford's first Professor of the 
History of Science. 

Bom Margaret Elliott, the 
youngest of three clever chil¬ 
dren. she grew up poor in 
West Kensington. She was 
educated at the Pbrtobello 
Road Elementary School and 
Christ’s Hospital She wot a 
scholarship, which supported 
her side and unemployed 
father as well as talcing her to 
LSE where she gained a first- 
class BSc in economics. 

During the war she worked 
in the Board of Trade, 1941-45. 
Her first great opportunity 
came shortly after her mar¬ 
riage to Donald Gowing in 
1944, when she went to work ■ 
for Sir Keith Hancock at the 
Cabinet Office on the new war 
histories project. There she 
wrote a brilliant synoptic vol¬ 
ume. British War Economy? 
(1949), with Hancock, who 
rated her contribution very 
highly. It was followed in 1952 
by Civil Industry and Trade 
(1952), with E. L. Hargreaves. 

During the next two years 
she was a member of Sir 
James Grigg’s committee on 
departmental records. (To¬ 
wards the end of its work, 
there was a race between the 
report and the expected Gow¬ 
ing baby.) The Grigg report of 
1954 resulted in the 1958 Public 
Records Act which created a 
modem public records system 
for the United Kingdom. 

That 1958 Act was to have an 
unforeseeable but decisive in¬ 
fluence on the rest of Gowing’s 
life. One body not subject to 
the Act, because' it was hot a 
government department, was 
the United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority, set up in 
1954. Conscious of the historic 
value of its records, however, 
it elected to be scheduled . 
under the Act, and then sought 
an archivist/historian. Gow¬ 
ing was appointed in August 
1999. The work, proved to be 


PROFESSOR MARGARET GOWING 


more interesting than she 
could ever have imagined. 

, The task, though, was daunt- 
mg, for. as she often said, she 
‘didn’t know an atom from a 
molecule”. However, she was 
soon meeting and conversing 
with such legendary scientists 
as Niels Bohr, Sir James 
Chadwick and Rudolf PeierJs, 
and building up a close circle 
of scientist friends. The 
UKAEa had opened up to her 
a virgin field for research, 
with privileged access to a rich 
and unexplored store of prim¬ 
ary (and still classified) official 
sources, and she seized this 
unrivalled opportunity with 
both hands. Her revelatory 
book. Britain and Atomic 
Energy 1939-1945, was a trium¬ 
phant success when it ap¬ 
peared in 1964. 

In 1966 Gowing took up a 
post as Reader in Economic 
History at the University of 
Kent, and remained at Can¬ 
terbury until 1973. continuing 
to work for the UKAEA 
part-time, it was a punishing 
workload, especially for a 
woman with a young family. 
The next book. Independence 
and Deterrence (written with 
Loma Arnold), was in two 
massive volumes, covering 
Britain's nuclear policy-mak¬ 
ing and policy execution from 
1945 to 1952. It was novel in 
its combination of internation¬ 
al and national policy, politi¬ 
cal derision-making, scientific 
ideas and technological nuts 
and bolts. 

Published in 1974, it was 
widely reviewed and greatly 
acclaimed at home and 
abroad; h at once became 
indispensable in its field and 
remains a classic, combining 
academic rigour with strong 
narrative and a lively, direct 
and highly readable style. 

In 1973 (when Independence 
and Deterrence was complet¬ 
ed but not yet published) 
Oxford University established 
a new chair in the history of 
science. Persuaded by a scien¬ 
tist friend to apply. Gowing 
did so with some diffidence, 
not expecting to be short-list¬ 
ed. But the university made an 
inspired choice and appointed 
her as Oxford's first Professor 
of tie History of Science. It 
was another splendid opportu¬ 
nity. but a formidable one — 
for a woman, an “outsider”, 
and a non-scientist. She would 
have to explore a new environ¬ 
ment and master wide new 
areas of study, at the same 
time continuing to work as the 
UKAEA historian, commut¬ 
ing regularly to London. 

She met this manifold chal¬ 
lenge with characteristic cour¬ 



Gowing: in the nuclear industry she found a rich, untapped subject for historical research 


age. ability and an apparently 
unlimited capacity for work. 
After she had overcome the 
initial difficulties, she greatly 
enjoyed her time in Oxford, 
and in the 14 years until her 
retirement she built up a 
strong tradition of histoiy of 
science, embracing its politi¬ 
cal. social and technological 
aspects. 

Her interest in records con¬ 
tinued. For eight years, 
1974-82, she served cm the 
Advisory Council on Public 
Records and for three. 1976-79. 
on the BBC Archives Advisory 
Committee. With her friend 


Nicholas Kurd in Oxford, 
oancemed by the posthumous 
loss and destruction of many 
scientists'personal papers, she 
worked hard to establish the 
Contemporary Scientific Ar¬ 
chives Centre and for 13 years, 
1973-86. was its honorary direc¬ 
tor. (The centre is now at the 
University of Bath.) 

By the late 1970s, with other 
contemporary historians, she 
felt that the 1958 Grigg system 
needed review. The Govern¬ 
ment set up an inquiry on 
public records under Sir Dun¬ 
can Wilson in 1978. and 
Gowing was one of its three 


members. She worked tireless¬ 
ly on it for two years, travel¬ 
ling widely despite a painful 
bade injury which obliged her 
to tour the United Stales in a 
heavy plaster. The Wilson 
committee reported in 1980. 
and showed itself a worthy 
successor to the Grigg commit¬ 
tee of which she had been a 
youthful member almost thir¬ 
ty years before. She was 
appointed CBE in 1981. 

Demands on her apparently 
boundless energy continued to 
grow — papers, articles and 
reviews: many important pub¬ 
lic lectures; working visits 


overseas — to the United 
States. France. West Ger¬ 
many. The Netherlands. Swe¬ 
den, Denmark. Japan. Aust¬ 
ralia and Israel Perhaps un¬ 
derstandably, there was no 
sequel to Independence and 
Deterrence, She worked quick¬ 
ly, always walked at top speed, 
and relaxed and rested little. 
She was generous with her 
time, could seldom if ever 
refuse anything that she was 
asked to undertake, and work 
was unremitting. Her former 
summer holidays in Provence 
with friends from LSE days 
ceased, and nothing took their 
place. 

Of her many activities, the 
one that she most enjoyed was 
her association with the Na¬ 
tional Portrait Gallery for 
several years as a trustee. It 
was probably her best and 
truest recreation. She was also 
on the governing body of 
the Imperial War Museum, 
where she made, a stand 
against museum charges, espe¬ 
cially because of their effect on 
poor families, and resigned in 
protest when charges were 
introduced. 

A s a founder.member 
of the Campaign for 
the Advancement of 
Stale Education in 
the early 1960s, she took port 
in official delegations (meeting 
Sir Edward Boyle, a Conserva¬ 
tive Minister of Education 
whom she greatly admired) 
and she often spoke at public 
meetings, once sharing a plat¬ 
form with Margaret Thatcher, 
then a rising young MP. 

An active Labour Party 
supporter and passionate so¬ 
cialist all her adult life. Gow¬ 
ing was totally opposed to 
Conservative politics in gener¬ 
al and to Margaret Thatcher’s 
political ideas in particular. 
But to her amusement rather 
than irritation, people noticed 
a marked resemblance be¬ 
tween the two women — the 
high forehead, hooded blue 
eyes, strong nose, small pretty 
mouth, and pointed chin. 
There were surprising similari¬ 
ties of temperament, too. 

After a working lifetime of 
high endeavour and distin¬ 
guished achievement Marga¬ 
ret Gowing retired in 1986. 
leaving a lasting legacy to 
scholarship in her published 
work, her contribution to pub¬ 
lic records polity and scientific 
archives, and her tea chin g- 
Sadly, her retirement years 
became overshadowed by de¬ 
clining health, which left her 
deeply frustrated. Her hus¬ 
band died in 1969 but she is 
survived by her two sons. 
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LANCE WALTON 


Lance Walton, orthopaedic 
surgeon, died on October 15 
aged 96. He was born on 
March 15.1902. 

LANCE WALTON was an 
orthopaedic surgeon who de¬ 
veloped a special understand¬ 
ing of muscular problems 
through his work with polio 
victims. Patients swore by 
him. 

When the famed American 
poliomyelitis expert Sister Ken¬ 
ny visited England at the 
height of the epidemic of 1947. 
she spent a lot of time with 
Walton and his patients at 
Victoria Hospital. Woking. 
Later she arranged a fellow¬ 
ship for Walton to study with 
her at the Kenny Hospital in 
Minneapolis. This resulted in 
his specialising in the treat¬ 
ment of polio for the length of 
the epidemic. 

He realised that the muscles 
most commonly affected by 
polio are those which most 
often suffer in old age. He 
believed this to be due to the 
circulation of these muscles 
being the most easily dis¬ 
turbed. In treating older pa¬ 
tients he would ask himself 
how he would treat them if 
they were polio cases and 
would adapt and apply simi¬ 
lar treatment. 

In the process he developed 
methods — which he later 
found to be similar to Eastern 
medicine — which convinced 
him that the tense areas of the 
body are linked to the organs 
and that troubled organs such 
as bowels or urinary systems 
can be relieved by treating the 
areas of tension. 

Lancelot Henry Frederick 
Walton's interest in orthopae¬ 
dics had begun at the age of 13. 
when he had become an 
associate collector for the Lord 
Mayor Tr el oar’s Crippled Chil¬ 
dren's Hospital at Alton. 
Hampshire. After studying at 
St Thomas' in London, he was 
invited by the eminent ortho¬ 
paedic surgeon Rowley Bris¬ 
tow to be his house surgeon. 
On his first afternoon Bristow 
said to him. “You do this 
operation.” which, surprising 
himself, he successfully did. 

He was then asked to take 
over as locum surgical unit 
house surgeon. During his six 
weeks' break he studied as 
clinical assistant with Dr 
James B. Mennell, one of the 
earliest manipulators. He was 
intrigued to find that while 
many of the staff talked of 
Mennell as “that quack”, they 
secretly took their relatives to 
him, for he seemed invariably 
able to overcome otherwise 
stubborn joint problems. But 


as ill-hick would have h, 
Mennell and his assistant 
retired ill within a month, 
leaving Walton carrying the 
whole department. 

When Mennell returned to 
duty after a year. Walton 
became his new chief assist¬ 
ant He also attended classes 
at the Physiotherapy School at 
St Thomas*, and before long 
he had mastered the unusual 
combination of orthopaedics, 
physical medicine and manip¬ 
ulation. and his remarkable 
methods of treatment became 
noted for their success, particu¬ 
larly with problems of the 
neck, back and spine. 

Frequently he found that he 
was able to relieve seemingly 
unassodated problems simul¬ 
taneously. Perhaps this is 
what caused Sister Kenny to 
single him out to bring to 



England her radical polio treat¬ 
ments which eased so much of 
the suffering from that appall¬ 
ing disease. 

In addition to his many 
hospital appointments, Lance 
Walton was in private practice 
for many years, and after 
retiring he continued to treat 
patients at his home in Alder¬ 
ney. Many would fly over from 
the mainland, convinced that 
he was the only person able to 
treat them satisfactorily. 

Much of his physical 
strength lasted almost to the 
end of his days, perhaps due to 
his love of building walls of all 
kinds. He had built his own 
treatment rooms adjoining his 
family home at Walton-on- 
Thames. The walls for these 
rooms resisted destruction 
when, after his departure, it 
was demolished. They had to 
be dynamited. The dry-stone 
walls he built in Alderney in 
his later years will remain a 
memorial to his lifelong hobby 
and a reminder of his family’s 
nickname: the Wallnut 

He is survived by his wife of 
67 years. Dawn, and by their 
four children. 
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Ranter Godden. OBE, writer, 
died on November 8 aged 90. She was 
born on December 10.1907. 

R timer Godden always felt herself 
“a divided person — in India 
homesick for Euroi*. in Europe 
homesick for India”. Although bom in 
Sussex, she went with her parents to India 
when she was six months old. Her father, 
who had a great interest in philology, 
worked for the Inland Navigation. Compa¬ 
ny. and the family lived in Bengal, on the 
tanks of the Megna (which was to inspire 
her best novel. The River). She was often 
to return to India, spending a good 
proportion of her life there. 

She wrote some 60 books, including 
plays, novels, verse and short stones, 
most of them marked by a heartwarming 
optimism. Both her serious and her 


lighter, romantic novels are concerned 
with foe transitory nature of human 
experience. Her interest in this is counter¬ 
balanced by a feeling for roots and 
traditions, for the continuity of families 
and old houses — most satisfyingly in A 
Fugue in Time (1945) and in China Court 
(1961). which spans five generations. 

Perhaps her most successful books are 
those in which she evokes the atmosphere 
of India through all the senses: her 
writing is vivid with detail of smells, 
textures, fight, flowers, noises and tactile 
experiences. She celebrates the fullness of 
Indian life, but also probes the individu¬ 
al's relationship with society, and the 
conflicts between cultures. Although she 
said that she wrote first and researched 
afterwards, she had a healthy regard for 
fact “In fiction you cant afford to be 
fictitious.” she once said. 


Margaret Rumer Godden was the 
second of four sisters, and remembered 
from her pre-school days in Assam that if 
they played with their dolls out of doors, 
the monkeys would dart down from the 
trees and snatch them to toy with among 
themselves. In 1912 Rumer and her elder 
sister were left in London with their 
grandmother and four maiden aunts to be 
properly brought up, but with the coming 
of the Zeppelins they were shipped bade to 
India. There, their mother read them 
poetry and took them each summer to a 
different pan of the country, deepening 
the girls’ love of Indian life. Already 
Godden was writing poems and stories. 
Precociously, she wrote her first autobiog¬ 
raphy when she was eight 
Once the war was over, Godden 
returned to England. After false starts at 
several schools, she was educated at 
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Moira House, in Eastbourne, where she 
boasted that she had had a book of poems 
published. “Who paid.” asked the vice¬ 
principal, guessing correctly, “the publish¬ 
er or your mother?" That was the end of 
the boasting, though not of the itch to 
write, and Godden was given special 
tuition in the craft, which she remem¬ 
bered with gratitude: ‘Grammar, gram¬ 
mar, grammar, all the time. It was 

wOTdemlr 

The individual tuition at Moira House 
included precis, criticism, and paraphras¬ 
ing Times leaders in the form of sonnets, 
and Godden was always grateful for die 
care that had been taken in teaching her 
the proper use of the English language. 

But it was not as a writer that she 
started out After training as a ballet 
dancer and teacher in London. Godden 
went to Calcutta in 1930 to start a ballet 
school for English and Indian children. 
This was a move greeted with horror, not 
only because it broke racial taboos but 
because many dancing schools were 
covers for brothels. Nevertheless. Godden 
ran the school for 20 years with the help of 
a sister. Reading Forster's A Passage to 
India had awakened her soda! conscience 
about the treatment of Indians under the 
Raj. Her first commercially published 
book, Chinese Puzzle, appeared in 1935. 

Godden's intense feeling for India was 
reflected in her third and mbst popular 
novel. Black Narcissus (1938). The story, 
about the disorientation of the European 
nuns in India, was inspired by Godden‘s 
experience of finding a nun’s grave in the 
Himalayas. The first American edition 
sold out in four days, and the book made 
her rich. Temporarily. For her first 
husband. Laurence Foster, with whom 
she made a “shotgun” marriage in 1934, 



was a stockbroker who ran away into the 
Army leaving extensive bad debts. She 
moved with their' two daughters to 
Kashmir “I decided the only way to face it 
exit was to live very simply. I lived like an 
Indian peasant" 

Through her friends Lord and Lady 
Simon of Wythenshawe, she met James 
Haynes Dixon, the writer who founded 
the youth hostels movement He became 
her second husband in 1949, and a certain 
luxury was restored. After living in 
Hampstead, they moved to Rye in East 
Sussex. One dramatic night their house 
burnt down, though one of Godden's 
daughters managed to salvage the manu¬ 
script of her next novel. They moved, then, 
into Lamb House, previously the home of 
Henry James and then of the “uncontroll¬ 
ably prolific” writer E. F. Benson. 

In 1951 Godden collaborated with Jean 


Renoir on the screenplay for his film 
version of her 1946 novel The River. Black 
Narcissus. An Episode of Sparrows (1955), 
The Greengage Summer (1958) and A 
Fugue in Time were also made into films. 
Among her more unusual projects were 
the screenplay for a ballet film of The 
Tales of Beatrix Potter and a book about 
her beloved Pekineses. 

A number of her books deal with the 
subject of women in religious communi¬ 
ties. and she became well-known at 
Stan brook Abbey. Godden herself convert¬ 
ed to Roman Catholicism, and in books 
such as Five for Sorrow, Ten for Joy (1979) 
and In This House of Brede (1969) she 
acutely examined the balance between the 
mystical aspects of religion and the 
submission of the individual to the 
spiritual discipline. 

Her books for children, especially her 
several doll stories, convincingly convey 
the secret thoughts and aspirations of 
childhood, and in 1972 she won the 
Whitbread Award for The DiddakoL As 
well as fiction she produced two verse 
narratives for children. In Noah’s Ark 
(1949) and St Jerome and the Lion. She 
published two volumes of autobiography, 
in 1987 and 1990. She was appointed OBE 
in 1993. 

Her second husband died in 1973, and 
Godden moved to Dumfriesshire to live at 
the home of one of her daughters. She still 
made occasional excursions to London, in 
1967 appearing (and stealing the show) on 
a BBC2 books programme. In 1994 she 
undertook her last great adventure, 
returning to India at the age of 86 to take 
part in a full-scale BBC TV documentary 
on her writing life. Although she could be 
difficult, she remained indomitable. 

She is survived by her two daughters. 


LIFE AND DEATH 

For two years past the gates that lie 
between life and death have been 
unbarred. No longer singty, or through 
a narrow door, but in orderd companies 
and battalions, men have entered into 
the vast halls of death. In the glare of 
battle and file thunder of artillery they 
have passed through the gates. As they 
passed, like evening figures burnished 
by 3 stormy sunset of cloud-rad: and 
fire, they have seemed, for one splendid 
moment magnified and transfigured; 
and then, in the twinkling of an eye, they 
are gone, and our eyes behold them no 
more. Unceasingly the march continues; 
unmoved the open gates rest on their 
hinges: the open way still runs from life 
to death, and the sense grows on the 
mind of the unity between death and 
life, the community between the quick 
and the dead. 

Death is ^rown a familiar friend, who 
has put aside his sting; and whatever 
victories may be promised, there, is no 
victory of die grave. These are days in 


ON THIS DAY 

November 11,1916 

With the awful casualty lists of the 
Somme offensive still fresh in the 
mind, this regular Saturday “sermon", 
by an Oxford correspondent, takes on 
a special poignancy. 

which our old estimations and values 
are changed. Young men have set life 
against other filings, and found that 
other things were more worth while; 
they have weighed death in the balance, 
and found death more tolerable than the 
things they could not tolerate... 

Into that vision they have mounted up 
with wings undismayed; and those that 
knew them, loved them, and talked with 
them, have learned from them the 
lesson they had learned for themselves, 


and have come to see what are the 
things of real price, and wherein true 
profit and genuine loss are to be found. 
Material values have altered in these 
years. Is it an idle thing to say that 
spiritual values have changed, or that 
we walk in a new world in which the 
prices even of priceless things are 
different? 

Here in Oxford, in one of our college 
chapels, the memorial service has been 
said and sung regularly at the end of 
each term over the dead. Term by term 
the Dead March has been played on the 
organ; term by term, at foe end of the 
service, last Post has been sounded on 
the trumpet The fellow of the college 
who read the lesson atone commemora¬ 
tion service lay in his grave by the 
Somme at the next... But soon, we 
trust, we shall breast the hill that lies 
beyond the valley, and climb to a height 
where we shall see another vision—the 
vision of the things to be done, the gaps 
to be filled, the ideals to be made actual 
in the new age of peace for the sake of 
which so many have gone through the 
gates of death. 
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Blair looks far and wide for mayor 

■ Tony Blair is looking for a substantial business figure with 
proven executive abilities to come forward as the first elected 
mayor of London. 

As the London Labour parly took the first step to prevent Ken 
Livingstone being chosen as Labour's official candidate for the 
election in 2000, it emerged that the Prime Minister is 
searching well beyond the ranks of politicians-Page I 

Army leak could lead to court martial 

■ Britain’s 170,000 soldiers have been warned that they will 

face a court martial if they leak secret information about 
planned cuts in the Territorial Array. The edict has been issued 
in a letter from General Sir Michael Walker, the Commander' 
in-Chief of Land Command, who said that even “idle chatter" 
would imperil military careers.Page I 


Whitehall 'bug’ fears 

Nine Whitehall departments and 
agencies will be named today as 
the worst prepared inside the 
Government to cope with the mil¬ 
lennium computer bug. Topping 
the “high-risk" list are the De¬ 
partment of Trade and Industry 
and the Home Office.Page 1 

Boycott verdict 

The reputation of Geoffrey Boy¬ 
cott was in ruins yesterday as a 
French court condemned him. for 
the second time, as a woman 
beater. His immediate decision to 
appeal will bring his legal costs to 
almost £500.000.Pages 1. 3 

Wardens assaulted 

Young children al Britain’s first 
institution for child offenders 
have assaulted staff on almost 100 
occasions since it opened seven 
months ago.Page 2 

Mark of a master 

A painting long thought to have 
been the work of the 17th-century 
Spanish artist Murillo has been 
reattributed to his teacher Velaz¬ 
quez. after X-rays revealed his 
distinctive palette knife 
markings.PageS 

War on racism 

Colin POwell, the highest-ranking 
black officer in America who has 
been flown into Britain as part of 
the armed forces' self-declared 
“war on racism", said officers 
should be punished for any rac¬ 
ism that occurs among their 
troops.Page 9 


Maze Prison to close 

The government tried to draw the 
sting from a shocking report on 
Northern Ireland's Maze prison 
last night by announcing its in¬ 
tention to dose the top-security 
jail by late 2000...Page 10 

Tory bosses quarrel 

William Hague moved to bring 
Michael Portillo into line over the 
single currency amid claims that 
the former defence secretary was 
after his job.Page 12 

Russians flee homes 

As Russian and European Union 
officials worked out a multi- 
mil lion-pound aid package to 
help Russia through the winter, 
reports emerged that inhabitants 
of far-north villages were aban¬ 
doning their homes Page 14 

War crimes signal 

Western diplomatic sources have 
confirmed that a war crimes sus¬ 
pect arrested in Bosnia in Sep¬ 
tember was actually seized by 
SAS troop s m Serbia, sending a 
warning to president Milosevic 
that his country is no longer a 
haven for those wanted for 
trial...Page 15 

India talks falter 

Talks between India and Paki¬ 
stan on a disputed creek, which is 
short narrow, shallow, (innavi¬ 
gable and of no commercial val¬ 
ue, have broken down acri¬ 
moniously — the final proof that 
the old enemies can agree on 
nothing.Page 16 


Palace gig for Lancashire lads 

■ A schoolboy pop band, who received £5.000 from the 
National Lottery to play more concerts, will perform in 
Buckingham Palace after writing an irreverent letter — 
beginning “Dear Your Majesty" — to the Queen. The group 
Alive will play two 20-minute sets during the Friday gala 
celebrating the 50th birthday of the Prince of Wales.... Page 7 
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Hyde Park’s lawns were lost in leaves yesterday as winter approaches the capital 


Auditors sacked: Abbey National 
has replaced the merged 
PricewaterhouseCoopers as its au¬ 
ditor, claiming it represents too 

many companies-Page 25 

Confidence slumps: Business con¬ 
fidence has slumped again, falling 
to levels consistent with a manufac¬ 
turing recession, according to the 
OBI’S latest survey.Page 25 

GEC row: The head of defence ex¬ 
port services at the Ministry of 
Defence is joining GEC. raising 
fresh concerns about the role of 
civil servants who transfer to the 
private sector.Page 25 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell J.6 to 
5432.3. The pound rase 29 cents to 
$1.6623 and fell .06 pfennig to 
DM2.7993. The sterling index rase 
to 100.8 from 100.7. Page 28 


Cricket: Graham Thorpe and 
Mark Ramprokash averted a po¬ 
tential innings defeat by South 
Australia with an unbroken part¬ 
nership of 377 for England’s fifth 

wicket-Pages 43.48 

Football: Graham Bean, a CfD 
officer from Barnsley, was appoint¬ 
ed football's first “sleaze buster" 
with the task of tackling the game's 
ugly side-Page 48 

Rugby union: Dan Luger will win 
his first cap on the left wing and 
Martin Cony leapfrogs some ri¬ 
vals at No 8 tor England against 
the Netherlands-Page 42 

Simon Bamas: That misfortune 
can be an inspiration is a tale as old 
as sport, but we must consider the 
notion that actual illness can be a 
real advantage_Page 43 



Bird brained: Jude Kellys West 
Yorkshire Playhouse unveils an en¬ 
grossing production of Chekhov's 
The Seagull, with a fine perfor¬ 
mance by lan McKellen ....Page 36 
Ftytng Swede: The Swedish actor 
Stdlan Skarsgdrd came to the at¬ 
tention of British movie-goers as 
EmDy Watson'S husband in Break¬ 
ing the Waves. Now he’s every¬ 
where. Page 37 

Smart exchange: Two years after 
an IRA bomb devastated Manches¬ 
ter's city centre, the magnificently 
restored Royal Exchange Theatre is 
rebam-Page 38 

Life of Bfley: Four decades of the 
career of Bridget Riley, one of the 
most outstanding artists of postwar 
Britain, are showcased in a new 
exhibition-Page 38 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 
Johnny Depp as 
Hunter S. Thompson: 
Geoff Brown gives his 
verdict on Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas 

■ BOOKS 

Raymond Seitz enjoys 
the Harold Evans 
view of America 


Good parenting: Loving other peo¬ 
ple's children is not easy — and it 
could all be because of a simple 
gene. Our series on how to be a 
good parent continues with a look 
at step-parents-Page 18 

Rhesus positive: Research indi¬ 
cates that monkeys may live longer 
if their diet is restricted .....Page 18 

Buffalo gal: Joanna Coles increases 
the steak intake in a bid to harness 
protein power in the Big 
Apple---Page 19 

Legacy of war Magnus Linklater 
describes how. thanks to a tin hel¬ 
met his novelist father managed to 
survive the Great War—Page 19 


People & Property. A logbook for 
your house: kitchens with good 
taste: cashing in on apartment 
deals: rich young buyers boost the 
market the secret of a London 
village's style-supplement 


Economic conditions in Russia are 
bound to produce unsettled poli¬ 
tics. But no economic troubles 
could excuse a resurgence of anti- 
Semitism. This is a poison with a 
long pedigree in Russia, but one 
that has been blessedly missing for 
the most part in the cauldron of 
post-Soviet politics. Now it is, at 
least for the moment, back in the 
mix. 

The Washington Post 


Preview: He's in hospital but there 
is still a murder to solve. Inspector 
Morse (ITV. 8pm) Review: Joe Jo¬ 
seph on the defiantly non-ironic 
Hello! .Pages 46.47 


Too vague 

Alternately too shrill, and too si¬ 
lent like a choirboy whose voice is 
breaking, theTory leadership must 
develop a mature and confident 
tone.—..Pag* 2» 

Breaking wave 

Bermuda’s new Government 
would be wise not to gamble that its 
offshore industry would do better 
on its own.Page 21 

Man in tights 

Lord Irvine has a point Women 
are used to wearing tights all day 
but men. in these matters, are the 
weaker sex.-Page 21 


ROLAND WATSON 

The Secretary for Trade and Indus¬ 
try may be beginning to believe 
that he could take over from Tony 
Blair. He may even be being 
groomed for the job.Page 20 

PETER RIDDELL 

Ken Livingstone is the wrong per¬ 
son to become mayor of London. 
He is disqualified both because of 
his record leading the old Greater 
London Council and because of the 
qualities needed for the new 


BRONWEN MADDOX 

But for all the unexpected drama of 
the Democrats' triumph, the past 
week has left national politics with 
a cast of breathtaking dullness. 
That goes above all for those trying 
lo fill the Newt-shaped hole in the 
political scene.Page 20 

ALAN COREN 

It is Armistice Day. It is a very big 
day indeed. It is the day L bring the 
lemon tree in. I do not mind, bring 
the lemon tree in because it is 
Armistice Day.Page 20 


Professor Margaret Gowiiig, his¬ 
torian: Lance Walton, surgeon; 
Rutner Godden. author ...Page 23 

^K'Uifna*' • '. ' 

Risks of instigating drug tests at 
work: support for Prince Charles’s 
remarriage; Doris Lessing on the 
cost of the Dome; Bevin Boys re¬ 
membered; devolution warning; 
Rector of Stiffkey.Page 21 
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ACROSS 

1 Otherwise tick and store every¬ 
thing for sale (5-2-5). 

9 North American wood left out 
becomes dark brawn (5). 

10 Refuse to accept delivery by jet (9). 

11 By staying on the outside, not so 
much led astray, fortunately (9). 

12 Fly without new navigation aid 
(51- 

13 Synthetic polymer trimmed for 
use (6). 

15 Picture or biscuits just out of the 
oven? (8). 

18 Haggled like the composer's 
wife?(S). 

19 Hold up basket of food (6). 

22 Guarantee, when queen is re¬ 
moved. to succeed (5). 

24 Unlike Herrick's rase, lacking 
old-fashioned character (9). 

26 Standard formal procedure half 
repealed in study P9). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20945 
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27 Pul underground in wintertime 
(5). 

28 Oil container, perhaps (7,5). 

DOWN 

1 Trip and fall under front of 
steamroller (7). 

2 Man not using his head in card 
game (5). 

3 Edging on Dags restrains, say. the 
general effect (9). 

4 Pooler's critical comment on wine 
(61. 

5 Preparing to have year in univer¬ 
sity (8). 

6 Noble chaps, these aggressive 
strikers? (5). 

7 Little man’s short flight in place of 
unde (8). 

8 Drink cartel diversifying (6). 

14 SaQor’s left noisy party in Medi¬ 
terranean harbour (4,4). 

16 Fit flap in fashionable suit this 
person is bringing (9). 

17 Bound to get cramp (8). 

18 Pronounced rupture in lower 
dorsal area (6). 

20 Book store (7). 

21 One used to stiff examinations 
nonetheless is in an awkward 
position (6). 

23 Resin — one seen after Oriental 
cuts tree (5). 

25 Unusually wide, perhaps (5). 

□ This puzzle was solved whhin 30 

minutes by 14 of the 15 competitors 

in the National Final of the 1998 

Times Crossword Championship 
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□ General: England and Wales will start 
cold with any early log and frost lifting to 
leave sunny spells. The south and east ww 
siay bright, but the west will doud over 
with rain threatening by dusk. 

Western Scotland will be rather cold 
and blustery with sunny intervals and 
showers at rest, but the showets will slowly 
die out. Eastern Scotland will be dry and 
bright after some early ground frost 
Northern Ireland will have some sunshine 
lor a while, but rain and strong winds will 
arrive before evening. The Irish RepubSc 
will start dry and bnghi but wifl be cloudy 
with rain laler, and will become windy. 

Tonight, a band of rain will spread east 
The rain wifl be heavy in the north. 

□ London, SE, Central S, E, Central N, 
NE England, E Anglia, MkBands, 
Channel Isles: any local fog and frost will 
Eft to leave a dry and bright day. Light west 
to southwest breeze. Max 12 c (54 H. 

□ SW England, Wales: dry and bnghi 
this mominQ. but ctoudng over with a risk 
ol rain in Ihe west by evening. Light lo 
moderate southerly wind. Max 12C (54F). 

□ NW England, Lake District, Isle of 
Man: bnghi, chilly morning, douding over 
the afternoon Light to moderate S to SW 
wind Max 12C I54R 


□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Rrth, NE Scotland: 

mainly dry and bnghi after early ground 
frost Moderate southwest wind. Max IOC 
(50F). 

□ SW, NW Scotland, Glasgow, Cen¬ 
tral Highlands, Argyll, Orkney, Shet¬ 
land: cJoudy with a lew showers, mostly 
dying oul m/s afternoon with a lew Heeling 
sunny intervals. Strengthening south to 
southwest wind. Max IOC (50H. 

□ N Ireland: sunny intervals and only 
isolated showers this morning, but It win 
turn overcast from the west this afternoon 
with rain by evening. Freshening southerly 
wind Max 11C (52F) 


□ Republic of Ireland: dry bright morn¬ 
ing but cloud and rain spreading from 
west during afternoon. Freshening soulh- 
eriy winds, with ales in exposed parts later. 
Max 12C (54F) 


□ Outlook: overnight rain will linger m 
Scotland tomorrow; elsewhere it will 
brighten up with sunny spefts and 
showers Mora wind and ram wtfl spread 
from the west on Friday Much colder and 
more wintry over the weekend 
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Changes to chart from noon, low B Tills while remaining sJow-movng Lows I and K deepen 
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ARTS 

Ian McKellen wows 
them in Leeds 
and Chekhov 

PAGES 36-38 



SPORT 

Thorpe gives 
England impetus 
in Australia 

PAGES 41-48 
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PwC dropped 

from £7m 
Abbey audit 


ABBEY NATIONAL, the for¬ 
mer building society, has 
dropped Pncew aterh ouse- 
Coopers as its au^tor be¬ 
cause it beheverthat the new¬ 
ly merged accountancy firm 
now carries out the audit for 
too many co m peting finan¬ 
cial service companies. 

The annual audit of the Ab¬ 
bey, worth a total of £7 million 
in fees to PwC will now be car¬ 
ried out by Deloitte & Touche. 

The switch by the Abbey 
could be the first in a series of 
defections by some of the UK's 
biggest companies, as some of 
the accountant's clients have 
expressed concerns about the 
effects of the merger between 
Price Waterhouse and Coop¬ 
ers & Ly brand cm the level of 
service they receive. 

Rivals have accused PwC of 
becoming too “inward look¬ 
ing.” and concentrating efforts 
on consolidating the merger, 
rather than looking after the 
interests of clients. However, 
so far it has been able to retain 
most of its important dients. 


By Caroline Merrell 

An Abbey spokeswoman 
pointed out that PwC audited 
Lloyds TSB. Royal Bank of 
Scotland and CG(J — all of 
whom are competitors. "There 
is no question about the profes¬ 
sional independence of PwC 
We just thought that we might 
be better served by a smaller 
company." she said. 

PwC carries out the annual 
audit for 48 of the FTSE 100 
companies, and 93 of the next 
biggest SO quoted companies. 
Some believe that the greatest 
level of dissatisfaction is 
among the smaller companies. 

Lord Tugendhat, Abbey Na¬ 
tional chairman, said: "The 
Abbey National board and its 
shareholders have been very 
weD served by Coopers & 
Lybrand over many years and 
we may well work on other as¬ 
signments with Pricewaier- 
houseCoopers in the future.” 

A spokesman for PwC said: 
“We are disappointed about 
the decision taken by the Ab¬ 
bey National. They were one 
of a handful of clients that ex- 


Civil servant 
on fast track to 
private sector 


By Jason Ntssfe 


GEC stirred up a controver¬ 
sy about dvfl servants join¬ 
ing the private sector yester¬ 
day after announcing that 
Sir Charles Masefield, the 
head of Defence Export Serv¬ 
ices (DESO) at the Ministry 
of Defence, would be joining 
GEC as vicfrchainnan. 

S ir Charles—who is to be 
replaced at DESO by Tony 
Edwards, chairman of the 
aerospace side of TI Group 
— will join next month. He 
had been with the MoD 
since September 1994. when 
be joined from Airbus In¬ 
dustrie, which is part 
owned by GECs arch-rival 
British Aerospace (BAeL 

Under the "Rules of Ac¬ 
ceptance of outside appoint¬ 
ments by Crown Servants'’ 
there is usually a time lag of 
between three months and 
two years required before 
dvfl servants can take up 
private sector appoint¬ 
ments in a related ansa. 

However, Sir Charles's 
move was approved by the 
Cabinet Office’s Advisory 
Committee on Business Ap-. 
po ailments. which is 

chaired by Lord Carlisle, 
the former Conservative 
minister, and includes busi¬ 
ness leaders such as Sir De¬ 
nys Henderson, the chaie 
man of Rank Group, and 
Sir Robin Ibbs. the former 
chair man of Lloyds TSB. 

This approval is at odds 
with treatment of Fidd 

Marshal Sir Peter Inge, the 


Chief of the Defence Staff, 
who had to wait six months 
after his departure in April 
last year before taking up 
posts of nonexecutive direc¬ 
tor of Racal Electronics and 
adviser to Vkfcen. 

Both GEG whose chief 
executive is the Labour 
peer. Lord Simpson of Dun- 
kdd. and the MoD argued 
that to force Sir Charles to 
serve a period of purdah 
would have sent out a bad 
signal to other business fig¬ 
ures who might be invited 
toworicin government 

"We would not be able to 
recruit the calibre of people 
we need at DESO if they 
were forced to take a break 
before returning to the pri¬ 
vate sector,” said an MoD 
spokesman. 

The head of DESO coor¬ 
dinates the marketing ef¬ 
fort of UK defence compa¬ 
nies selling to foreign gov¬ 
ernments. In that role Sir 
Charles would have been 
privy to information about 
the marketing strategy of ri¬ 
vals to GEC such as TL 
Ahris and BAe. 

A BAe spokesman said 
yesterday that the company 
had been consulted on Sir 
Charles's appointment and 
had raised no objections. 

In his new rote at GEC. 
Sir Charles will be in 
charge of marketing, partic- 

alariy in the def ence area. 

Commntary page 27 


pressed some concerns about 
the accountancy merger. We 
believe we have managed lo 
answer the concerns of these 
dients.” 

Since the merger six months 
ago, only Diageo from the 
FTSE 100, formed from the 
merger between Grand Metro¬ 
politan and Guinness, has 
dropped PwC. The PwC 
spokesman pointed out that it 
had lost out to KPMG in a 
two-way review. He said that 
none of the remaining 47 
FTSE 100 dients had instigat¬ 
ed an audit review. He did 
point out that PwC had been 
kept on by CGU. after the 
merger between Commercial 
Union and General Accident. 

Martin Sdduna. Deloitte & 
Touche chairman, said: "We 
are delighted to have won this 
audit it is a significant boost 
for our firm and one of the 
most significant gains ever for 
our financial services practice.” 

Deloitte & Touche does not 
have any UK retail banking cli¬ 
ents. GEC and Vodaphone are 
among its FTSE 100 dients. 
and it carries out the audit on 
a worldwide basis for Merrill 
Lynch and Morgan Stanley. 

According to a recent survey 
from Research International, 
commissioned by Deloitte. 
more than three quarters of 
European muhinalional com¬ 
panies* chief financial officers 
opposed the PwC merger. The 
survey found that 84 per cent 
of the 137 European executives 
polled opposed any consolida¬ 
tion among the big six account¬ 
ancy firms. 

Ernst & Young and KPMG 
were at one time planning to 
merge, but Ernst & Young 
called off the marriage. 

PwC will cany out the audit 
of the Abbey National for this 
year. Shareholders will be 
asked to vote on the switch to 
Deloitte at the annual meeting 
in 1999. _ 

Commentary, page 27 
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Stuart Rose said the situation at Booker was far worse than he had thought when he joined the company last month, 
prompting Him to take personal charge of the cash-and-carry business with a promise to trim senior management 

Booker director dismissed 



STUART ROSE, the newly ap¬ 
pointed chief executive of Book¬ 
er. has dismissed a director af¬ 
ter discovering that the compa¬ 
ny is in danger of breaching its 
banking covenants. 

Adrian Busby, head of Book¬ 
er’s cashand-cany business 
and architect of its disastrous 
“Project Heartland”, has left 
the group with immediate ef¬ 
fect Mr Rose, who joined last 
month, said yesterday that trad¬ 
ing at the cash-and-carry divi¬ 
sion is mudi worse than expect¬ 
ed. As a result group cash flow 
is unlikely to meet levels de¬ 
manded by its banks, which 
have lent Booker £600 million. 


By Fraser Nelson 

Mr Busby was entitled to a 
£360,000 payoff. Mr Rose said 
this is under negotiation- 
shares of Booker immediate¬ 
ly lost almost half their value as 
analysts changed full-year fore¬ 
casts from £TO million to E20 
million. The shares dosed 46 
per cent down at 64^p — the 
lowest level since March 1983. 

Mr Rose, whose previous 
role was as chief executive of Ar¬ 
gos before its was bought by 
GUS, said: “Things are obvious¬ 
ly mud) worse than I thought 
when 1 arrived. There was a 
large difference between the per¬ 
ception and the reality of the fi¬ 
nances, but I have spoken to the 
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banks and they are willing to 
support the management.” 

The trading problems mostly 
relate to “Project Heartland" — 
an idea drawn up by Mr Busby 
to replace Booker’s network of 
small food depositaries with 
five central warehouses. It had 
hoped food importers would 
pay a substantial premium for 
having an easier job to deliver 
food, but this has not emerged. 

Mr Rose said he would dose 
Bookers London head office 
and consider selling Fbod Serv¬ 
ice —its second-largest division. 
He will take personal control of 
the cash-and-carry arm and 
trim the number of executives. 


London dose_ $29235(8292.45) 

* denotes midday trading prices 

Transatlantic 
trade war looms 

THE European Union and the 
US moved towards a new 
trade war over bananas last 
night as Washington threat¬ 
ened punitive tariffs on a 
range of European imports 
and the Brussels Commission 
charged the Americans with re¬ 
sorting to jungle law. 

In the latest spat over trans¬ 
atlantic trade, the Americans 
said they planned to impose 
duty of up to 100 per cent on a 
list of EU food products unless 
Brussels scrapped plans to con¬ 
tinue a quota system that gives 
favourable terms to bananas 
grown in the former European 
colonies of the Caribbean and 
Africa. Sir Leon Brittan, the 
HU’S Trade Commissioner, 
said Washington was setting it¬ 
self above the law. 


Latest economic data 
fuels business gloom 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


BUSINESS confidence in the 
economy has slumped again, 
falling to a Ievd consistent 
with a manufacturing reces¬ 
sion, with most companies 
fearing that conditions will 
worsen. 

The gloom has been fuelled 
by worse than expected manu¬ 
facturing orders across nearly 
all of the UK. according to the 
quarterly regional trends sur¬ 
vey by tbe Confederation of 
British Industry and Business 
Strategies. The downturn in or¬ 
ders is coupled with net job 
losses in manufacturing in all 
areas except Northern Ire¬ 
land. Wales and East Anglia. 

Sudhir Junankar, associate 


director of economic analysis 
at the CBI, said: The com¬ 
bined effect of squeezed profit 
margins, rapidly falling de¬ 
mand and output makes it 
hardly surprising that the falls 
in business confidence are 
now consistent with a manu¬ 
facturing recession through¬ 
out the UK.” He said that tell¬ 
ing orders and confidence lev¬ 
els “reflect foe continuing bat¬ 
tle manufacturers face". 

Andy Schofield, senior econ¬ 
omist at Business Strategies, 
said: The fate of the manufac¬ 
turing sector will depend on a 
further easing in sterling's 
exchange rate and the ability 
of the world economy to avoid 


recession." The joint study of 
business performance and ex¬ 
pectations fourto that orders in 
the north fell by record levels 
and that confidence is now at a 
level last seen in 1990. 

Overall in the UK, only 3 
per cent of businesses in tite 
survey said they were more op¬ 
timistic about the future than 
three months ago while 61 per¬ 
cent said they were less opti¬ 
mistic. 

In the West Midlands just 2 
per cent were more hopeful 
while 78 per cent were less con¬ 
fident In the South East 3 per 
cent were more opfimistc 
while 70 per cent were less opti¬ 
mistic. 


Rank rebuffs former leisure chief 
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Henderson: giving 


dear signal 


BY Dominic Walsh 

SIR Denys Henderson, the Rank 
Group chairman, has decided to refuse 

a request for a meeting from John Gar¬ 
rett a former Rank director, to discuss 
a possible £900 million bid for ns lei¬ 
sure division. . 

The decision, which follows two tele¬ 
phone conversations between ftemn. 
is thought to be a dear signal fromi Sir 
Denys that a break-up of Ruik- 
mooted since the ousting last month of 
Andrew Teare as &&**£***• wlU 
be strongly resisted by the board. 
Sbwnews of Mr Team’s departure 

accompanied a dire third-quarter uad- 
ine statement, rumours of a break-up 
KLr* with several potenaal 


bidders throwing their has into the ring 
for various parts of die business. 

Leading the pack has been Mr Gar¬ 
rett, himself ousted last year as head of 
the leisure division after a high-profile 
bust-up with Mr Teare over his divi¬ 
sion's performance. He claims to have 
won support from backers including 
Candover, the Industrial Bank of Ja¬ 
pan and the Royal Bank of Scotland. 

Although the Rank board is duty- 
bound to consider any approaches. The 
Times has established that Sir Denys is 
giving little credence to Mr Garrett's 
claims to be able to muster the neces¬ 
sary financing. He has also made dear 
that, given the £1.2 billion invested in 
businesses such as Odeon Cinemas 
and Tom Cobleigh pubs over the past 


three years, now is not the time to be 
selling, as the full potential of the busi¬ 
nesses has yet to be realised. 

It is also unlikely that Sir Denys wQl 
make any significant move until he has 
appointed a new chief executive. Ken 
Haima. the former Dalgety chief execu¬ 
tive, and Douglas Yates, the veteran 
Rank director who has temporarily tak¬ 
en the helm, have both indicated a de¬ 
sire to be considered, but it is likely to 
be several weeks, even months, before 
an appointment is made. 

The only parts of Rank up for grabs 
are 19 of its nightclubs, US resorts and 
hs stake in Universal Studios. It .may 
also consider offers for its Deluxe video 
duplication arm, valued by analysts al 
between £750 million and El billion. 
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Woolwich 
sells estate 
agencies 

By Caroline m err ell 

WOOLWICH, the Former 
building society, has sold off 
its 160-branch estate agency 
for £23 million to Spicer Mo 
Coll the independent estate 
agency chain. 

The deal is backed by Win¬ 
terthur Life, the UK life com¬ 
pany. owned by the Credit Su¬ 
isse Group. The insurer will 
sell financial services through 
the estate agency network, 
which will continue to trade 
until the end of the year as 
Woolwich Property Services. 

The purchase means that 
Winterthur has ties with 1,000 
estate agents across the UK. 

Woolwich bought the estate 
agency chain from Prudential 
Property Services for £21 mil¬ 
lion in 1991. At the market's 
peak in 1989, estate agents 
were changing hands for 
about £250.000 a branch. 
Now branches are priced at 
about £150.000 each. 

John Finan, chairman and 
chief executive of Winterthur 
Life, said: “We are confident 
this purchase will prove to be 
of benefit to consumers as the 
Woolwich chain will now be 
joining the operations of our | 
leading partners” 

Woolwich daimed yester¬ 
day that die estate agents 
were now showing a profit 
The estate agents provided 
about 10 per cent of its £3.5 bil¬ 
lion annua/ new lending. A 
spokesman for Woolwich said 
that the deal would not 
change that proportion of its 
new lending. 
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Intel gives damaging evidence 
in Microsoft’s antitrust trial 



From Oliver August 
IN NEW YORK 

INTEL, the world’s biggest 
computer chip manufacturer, 
yesterday made the most dam¬ 
aging allegations yet against 
Microsoft in the antitrust trial. 

Microsoft “repeatedly and 
on many occasions" threat¬ 
ened Intel with drastic sanc¬ 
tions if it did not withdraw 
from the software business, ac¬ 
cording to Steven McGeady, 
an Intel vice-president 


Intel has itself been accused 
of monopolistic behaviour and 
has little to gain from a weak¬ 
ening of Microsoft, with which 
it has a dose business partner¬ 
ship. Some critics have nick¬ 
named the two companies 
“Wintel” over their dual hold 
on the computer market 
Mr McGeady said Micro¬ 
soft had tried to choice off any 
competition in market seg¬ 
ments where it operated. Its ex¬ 
ecutives allegedly told Mr 
McGeady that most software 


Minister plays 
midwife to euro 
at Rotherham 
bus station 


By Paul Wilkinson 


ROTHERHAM bus station 
yesterday became the unlikely 
setting for the euro to make its 
first appearance on the streets 
of Britain. 

Seven weeks before it even 
becomes an official currency 
within Europe and three years 
before it formally replaces the 
currencies of nations that have 
signed up for it, businesses in 
the bus station shopping ar¬ 
cade were pricing tneir wares 
in both sterling and die new 
EU currency to try to raise 
public awareness. 

Baroness Symons, the For¬ 
eign Office Minister, will go 
down in history as the first 
British shopper to buy some¬ 
thing with a euro when she 
bought a royal blue nylon wal¬ 
let from Rotherham's Labour 
MP, Denis MacShane. The 
moment, acted out in front of 
Television cameras and the 
press, will be recorded for pos¬ 
terity by a brass plaque to be 
fixed to the wall in the arcade. 

Sadly for the bemused shop¬ 
pers looking on. the free euros, 
each with an equivalent ster¬ 
ling value of 70p. that were be¬ 
ing handed out by the Rother¬ 
ham Euro Reacfy Project were 
not the notes that will circu¬ 
late. However, the slips of pa¬ 
per. similar to soap coupons 
apart from a picture of the 


town's parish church, could be 
used in part-payment in sever¬ 
al Rotherham shops for pur¬ 
chases over E10. McDonald's 
staff had been instructed to ac¬ 
cept them for soft drinks. 

“Yes, it is a bit of a stunt.’’ 
confessed Phil Dawes, the 
project’s media director “But 
it is about making people real¬ 
ise that the euro is here. It's 
not a matter of if we sign up to 
it. ins simply a matter of when, 
and people need to be ready. U 
won't go away." 

Julie Kenny, president of 
Rotherham Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. many of whose mem¬ 
bers are funding the project, 
said: “This week is a fun way 
to tell people what is happen- 
ing and to get them used to it 
The euro is coming in on Janu¬ 
ary I on the Continent whether 
we like it or not and we have to 
be ready.” 

Christopher Duff, the cham¬ 
ber chief executive, said: “Roth¬ 
erham companies do around 
£1.2 billion worth of business a 
year and a significant propor¬ 
tion of that goes abroad, most 
of it to Europe... From Janu¬ 
ary I, British Steel, our biggest 
employer will be sending out 
its invoices in euros and others 
are sure to follow.” 

Euro lessons, page 29 


areas were “under their con¬ 
trol”. Mr McGeady claimed 
that Microsoft executives be¬ 
lieved that they had control of 
“all the software above the 
hardware”. 

Inters main dispute with Mi¬ 
crosoft came three years ago 
over Java, a new program¬ 
ming language that was threat¬ 
ening to undermine the domi¬ 
nant position of Microsoft’s 
Windows operating system. 

Microsoft apparently order¬ 
ed Intel to stop work on devel¬ 


oping the graphics section of 
Java. Mr McGeady told the 
trial: "They wanted us to stop 
because this constituted com¬ 
petition." 

He testified that Microsoft 
was threatening to cut its sup¬ 
port for future microproces¬ 
sors made by Intel, maker of 
the Pentium brand of chips. 

Mr McGeady said: “Bill 
[Gates] made it clear Micro¬ 
soft wouldn't support our next 
processor if we didn't get align¬ 
ment on the software issue.” 


STEVE FORREST 



rial US investment hits 

“*** Sotheby’s figures 

Mr Gates, Microsoft's chair- . _ . ._„■ 

man. denied the allegations. SOTHEBY'S HOLDINGS, the finanaal servos 

Justice Department lawyers and real estate group, almost doubled its third-quarter losses 
contrasted M r McGeady’s" tes- to $208 million {£ 12.5 million), largely because of a $ L 2 rrul- 

timony with excerpts from the lion charge against the cost of expanding its New' i ork auc- 
video-taped questioning of Mr tion business. Excluding one-off items, losses m the three 
Gates. months to September 30 grew from $9.2 million to SI 12 mii- 

The court was shown a lion, on fiat revenue of $513 million. ■ 

videotape of testimony in The third quarter, traditionally loss-max/ng because of the 

which Mr Gates was asked: absence of major sales, meant that total profits lor the first 
“Did Microsoft make any ef- nine months fell from $11-2 million to $65 million. Excluding 

fort to convince Intel not to the cost of the New York development, profits fell from 5169 

help Java?" Mr Gates replied: mi llion to $16.1 million because of increased mvptment in the 

“Not that I know of.” business. Total revenues for the year so far, including the nn- 

The trial continues. anciaJ services and real estate businesses, were up 13 per cent. 

at $266.4 million. The strength of US auction markets was re¬ 
flected in a 13 per cent jump in auction sales, to $1.13 bulion. 

Prescott profit takers hit Shield 

OpDOSeS THE heart disease test developed by Shield Diagnostics is 

1 1 more effective than other measures based on cholesterol and 

fkl q n. fibrinogen levels, according to data presented to an influen- 

^ L pl£ll J. tial American healthcare conference. Shield’s test for a blood- 


Flags and badges for die locals as Rotherham businesses 
launched an experiment with the euro yesterday 


By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

JOHN PRESCOTT, Deputy 
Prime Minister, has backed 
postal workers’ fight against- 
Pbst Office privatisation. 

His support, added to that 
of other senior Labour figures, 
is likely to weaken the ability 
of Peter Mandelson. the Trade 
and Industry Secretary, to 
stage a partial sale of the 
organisation. 

At a meeting last week. Mr 
Prescott told Derek Hodgson, 
general secretary of the Com¬ 
munication Workers Union, 
that he would oppose partial 
privatisation plans. 

The Government is consider¬ 
ing selling up to 49 per cent of 
the Post Office. Mr Prescott’s 
opposition comes after com¬ 
ments by Stephen Byers, Chief 
Secretaiy to the Treasury, to 
union delegates at the Labour 
conference that the Treasury 
did not want a sale but rather 
the steady income stream that 
the Post Office provides. 

Martin O'Neill, chairman 
of the Commons Trade and In¬ 
dustry Select Committee, is ve¬ 
hemently against a partial 
sale. Many Labour backbench¬ 
ers are worried about public re¬ 
action to the sale of a stake. 

Mr Mandelson may now 
have to scrap the idea of a sale 
and instead give the Post Of¬ 
fice more commercial freedom 
and make it an independent 
publicly owned corporation. 
This would enable it to com¬ 
pete for more business over¬ 
seas and raise its own funds. 


THE heart disease test developed by Shield Diagnostics is 
more effective than other measures based on cholesterol and 
fibrinogen levels, according to data presented to an influen¬ 
tial American healthcare conference. Shield’s test for a blood¬ 
clotting agent known as Activated Factor XII (AFT) has been 
the cause of an extraordinary' rise in its share price over the 
past two years. From a recent low of 290p, Shield’s price had 
jumped to 622hp on expectations of the presentation to the 
American Heart Association in Dallas. Yesterday, the price 
fell back to 577'^p on profit-taking. 

Origin in alliance 

ORIGIN, a subsidiary of Philips, has entered an alliance 
with Wonderware. Siebe’s US subsidiary, to provide shop- 
floor software and support to companies. Wim Verkuijlen. di¬ 
rector of industrial automation at Origin, said the companies 
have a natural compatibility because Wonderware makes the 
software that industrial companies use on shopfioors, while 
Origin provides support for shopfloor software and enter¬ 
prise resource planning software. Wonderware said that it 
plans to immediately roll out new plant floor services in Eu¬ 
rope and expand into the US. Mexico and Asia in 1999. 

Cargill to buy rival 

CARGILL the world's biggest grain-trading company, said 
yesterday it would buy the grain business of its long-time 
rival Continental Grain in an effort to strengthen its domi¬ 
nant position in the industry. The deal is likely to spark dose 
scrutiny from antitrust regulators in the United States and 
Europe. Minneapolis-based Cargill and New York-based 
Continental Grain for years have ranked as the top two grain 
exporters from the United States, the world’s biggest export¬ 
ing nation. The terms of the transaction, which the compa¬ 
nies expea to complete early next year, were nor announced. 

Accountants’ deal off 

A PROPOSED merger of the accountants Kidsons Impey 
and Moores Rowland has been aborted, it emerged yester¬ 
day. Partners dted differences “relating to the constitution 
and structure of the merged firm” Kidsons Impey is one of 
Britain's top ten firms of chartered accountants, with more 
than 150 partners at 28 offices across the UK. Moores Row¬ 
land has 90 partners working in 17 offices. It is the foremost 
member of Muu res Rowland International (MR!), an interna¬ 
tional association of accounting firms. UK member firms of 
MRI have a joint turnover in excess of £80 million. 
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NOW YOUR COMPUTER 




Before we could build 
Harley-Davidson's 
Extranet, we needed 

TO GET A BETTER FEEL FOR 

THEIR BUSINESS. 


CAN SEE THE DIFFERENCE 


How do you cut u 


ivarrunty claims process from 

three nveks tv three dnyx’ 
Combine internet technology 
with tSXFeb's expertise. 


Autonomy-^ 

www.autonomy.com 


H arlcy-Davidson' had 600 dealers and a 
huge paperwork tv udaebe 10 deal with. Warranty 
claim wens faking too long and their deoJcrc 
were paying the pride. 

They could haw chosen any number nf 
ccnipames to help them, bu they one m 
US'W»‘ Why - * Because of our wra tefK 
expanse, technical knowledge and pi»vcn 
track record. And our ponncrsliip »uh 
Micmsofi: a leader m Intern* technology. 

Together, uv deu&fvri an Ettrana ifttf 
an Harley-Davidson's warranty claims ptivev. 
from three weekr, in three (lays Nnu dealer 
satisfaction I*, up Ivc.msc Harley has «nen 
them another mol to improve I he ujy they do 
husinea wnh the facility. 


Haricy-DawdSoa BBC Worldwide. 
Ganna—rhew .ny juy a few of the varied 
eomfomir. ufw’w fumed to L'SWeb to gain a 
Competitive edge And we can do the same for 
you We prrn ufc custom busuur,j solutions— 
Inun strategic consulting to architecture 
planning ihmuph complete implementation. 
Whether it x for an Internet. Intranet or 
Litranci 

Lam how LS^eh can tv you strategic 
panner for die information ago Give as a call 
at nur London ofTtcc or visit our W u h site 

01932 237630 

»»w.os web. t;o rn 


*4*3 US WEB. 
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S ttjartRose was a touch pre- 
matoe m putting a chimk 

i-ites 

“ress-s/g 

taisy stete of his raw material 
He is not quite saying that Book- 

efS previous management de- 

setyesa prize for fiction but he is 
quite dear that what he has un¬ 
covered m four we°ks is very 
much nastier than he had been 
ted to expect. Deen 

His revelations must have left 
David Simons and Jcin von 
Spreckdsen thanking the luck or 

judgment that saw them both 

abandon plans to take on Book¬ 
er. Mr Simons has more than 
enough to occupy him. trying to 
Kethroughthemei-ger of §oi£er- 
fieW and KwikSave. Mr von 
Spreckelsen may be bored with 
Budgens but that is probably a 
more comfortable situation than 
the one in which Mr Rose now 
finds himself . 

The man who must take re¬ 
sponsibility for much of the mess 

that Stuart Rose is now uncover¬ 
ing is Jonathan Taylor, who was 
chairman until a fortnight g po 
Under his leadership the compa¬ 
ny was allowed to degenerate 
into its current parlous state and 
misguided diversions were 
launched into, at heavy cost. Re¬ 
member when Booker was going 
to change the face of discount re¬ 
tailing in Britain, devising a con¬ 
cept to bring US-style retail ware- 


Booker is no prize for Rose 


houses to our shores? The result 
was conspicuously not a home¬ 
grown version of the thriving US 
business, Wal-Mart. In fact. it 
was just one of many Booker dis¬ 
asters but only reluctantly were 
the perpetrators of these unhap* 
py adventures eased out of the 
company. 

Charles Bowen was the most 
recent to go. Mr Taylor, howev¬ 
er, remained in position a£ prof¬ 
its slumped and Booker searched 
increasingly desperately for a mi- 
son d’etre. Mr Taylor joined 
Booker in 1959 and berame chair¬ 
man in 1993. While he has presid¬ 
ed. over the business, some £400 
million in shareholder value has 
simply seeped away. 

Stuart Rose will have to battle 
hard to recoup any of that. Yester¬ 
day was just the first stage, warn¬ 
ing of the real horrors yet to 
come. Although Booker was not 
m breach of its banking cove¬ 
nants according to its former 
management. Mr Rose now 
finds it precariously close to just 
that position. 

He has a plan to turn the mish 
mash of busineses into two 
straightforward operations but it 
will take time. En route, shares 
holders should be prepared for 
him to indulge in the incoming 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


chief executive's prerogative, a 
full-scale kitchen sink job. It 
worked for Archie Norman at 
Asda and it could work for Stu¬ 
art Rose. The City will certainly 
be prepared to indulge him in get¬ 
ting to grips with Booker. After 
all. in his brief stay at Argos, he 
succeeded in forcing Lord Wolf- 
son into paying a much higher 
price for the business than most 
had dared to predict Lord Wolf- 
son has not forgiven him. 

Auditors fear 
Abbey habit 

A bbey National's decision 
to change its auditors am¬ 
ounts to a challenge to the 
fundamental reasoning behind 
the merger of two of the leading 
accounting firms. When Pries 
Waterhouse and Coopers (tedd¬ 
ed to join forces, and names, in a 
muddle of type faces, they were 
adamant that clients would be 
happy with the new combine. 


That Abbey National has al¬ 
ready reached the view that it 
will be taking its £7 million of 
business elsewhere must raise 
the spectre of further defections 
to come. The Abbey's derision 
can only hasten the end of mourn¬ 
ing by those who would have pul 
Ernst & Young together with 
KPMG. One firm’s losses are, af¬ 
ter all. another firm's gains. 

Abbey is insisting that it is 
sacking PriceWaterhouseCoop- 
ers because of potential conflicts 
of interest, not because of the 
silly name. Yet the firm had 
thought that its bolstered exper¬ 
tise in the banking sector would 
add to its attractions as an audi¬ 
tor. not detract from them. It did 
not envisage customers deciding 
that it might glean too much in¬ 
sider knowledge on the business 
and pass it on to rivals. And that 
does seem an extreme view for 
Abbey to have token. 

Audit teams do accumulate 
vast amounts of information an 
their clients but do not make a 


habit of passing it on to rivals, 
even if they too are clients. Given 
the limited number of auditors 
capable of handling leading 
clients, they are already well 
used to coping with having sev¬ 
eral clients from particular sec¬ 
tors without endangering their 
confidentiality. 

Only when information passes 
from one part of an accountancy 
practice into another should 
there be cause for concern. The 
need to draw a firm line between 
consultancy work and auditing 
is something of which account¬ 
ants and their clients should nev¬ 
er loose sight. 

But the chances are that Ab¬ 
bey’s discontent is not due mere¬ 
ly to perceived conflict of interest. 
Perhaps its directors also feel 
that they would be better casset¬ 
ted elsewhere, and maybe even 
at a better price even if they are 
reluctant to admit as much. If 
PrireWaterhouseCoopers is not 
offering the most favourable deal 
on price, then another argument 


in favour of the merger bites the 
dust. Economies of scale should 
have made the enlarged firm 
highly competitive. 

In service businesses, how¬ 
ever. economies of scale are not 
always easy to find. And paying 
for all the new letterheads can 
cost clients dearly. 

Giving priority to 
the big fish 


w rente who left to join the 
private sector during 1996 and 
1997, 40 had conditions imposed 
on their new appointments. These 
ranged from having to wait six 
months before taking up the role, 
to being precluded from discus¬ 
sions on government contracts. 
But there is no enforced garden¬ 
ing ahead for Sir Charles Mase¬ 
field. head of Defence Export 
Sales and one of the bigger fish to 
cross the divide into industry. 

Sir Charles will walk out of the 
MoD on Friday, December 11, 
and the following Monday turn 
up at the West End offices of 
GEC. where he will be in charge 
of marketing. Yesterday the 
MoD was not arguing that Sir 


Charles had not picked up some 
juicy information about GECs ri¬ 
vals in his current job, or that his 
access to the MoD ear might give 
his new employer a competitive 
advantage: it was simply saying 
that Sir Charles, having come on 
secondment from Airbus, where 
he was head of marketing, was a 
special case. If you force a second¬ 
ed big fish to take a break before 
going back into industry, you 
may find it difficult to net more 
than a sprat next time. 

Tony Blair believes, quite right¬ 
ly. that it is important to tempt 
top business leaders into govern¬ 
ment: he has made GEC’s chief 
executive into Lord Simpson. But 
if an assistant director of Opraf 
has to wait nine months before 
joining South West Trains. Sir 
Charles might have been asked 
to take a short holiday. 

Last call for jobs 

THE latest dose of gloom from 
the CB1 shows that the pain in 
the economy is not restricted to 
the north of the country. In the 
South East, confidence has 
plunged as order books shrink. 
The Government can produce fig¬ 
ures to show that jobs are still be¬ 
ing created even if they are van¬ 
ishing fast from manufacturing. 


ers are increasingly unlikely to 
be picking up their phones to 
order new dothes and trinkets. 


to buy rival 
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tarns' deal off 


C&W saves 
on costs 
as revenue 
increases 


By Raymond Snoddy. media editor 






Advertising lets 
Dairy Crest 
widen margins 






By Fraser Nelson 










CABLE & Wireless Communi¬ 
cations, one of the UK's big 
three cable companies, yester¬ 
day announced that, for the 
first time, it had experienced 
revenue growth in all its 
markets at the same time as 
cutting costs. 

The improved performance 
k., produced adjusted pre-tax 
5S profits of E73 million in the six 
** months to . the end of 
September, compared with 
£65 million in the first half of 
the previous year. Actual 
pre-tax profits, including 
exceptional items and 
millennium casts, were £65 
million, against losses of £135 
million. 

Graham Wallace, chief 
executive of Cable & Wireless, 
said: “Excellent progress has 
been made on both increasing 
revenue growth and reducing 
our unit costs. Revenue 
increased in all four business 
units, reversing the previous 
declines in business and 
corporate markets.” 

Cable & Wireless shares 
rose 15p to 476p yesterday, 
compared with a 12-month 
high of TXtVip. 

Total revenue increased by 
2% 14 per cent to £125 billion. 
1 - Although simple telephony 
revenue grew by 8 per cent, 
growth in areas such as data, 
video and advanced services 
grew 39 per cent Cable & 
Wireless’s underlying profit 
margins improved from II per 
cent in 1997 to 13 per cent in- 
1998. 

In the Cable & Wireless 


consumer division, accounting 
for 24 per cent of the total, 
revenue grew by 20 per cent to 
£297 million, with cable 
television increasing market 
penetration by 1 percentage 
point to 20.4 per cent—still be¬ 
low the industry average — 
and telephony up 27 percent¬ 
age points to 25.7 per cent 

In some areas, Mr Wallace 
said. Cable & Wireless could 
not keep up with the demand 
for telephony and had to use 
BT temporarily. 

In business markets, 
accounting for 15 per cent of 
total revenue, there was 2 per 
cent growth to £190 million, 
reversing the decline prior to 
the merger that created Cable 
& Wireless. 

Growth was also restored to 
corporate markets (25 per cent 
of total revenues) with 7 per 
cent growth to £320 million. 
International and partner serv¬ 
ices. largely telecommuni¬ 
cations, grew by 22 per cent to 
£450 million. 

Cable & Wireless said it now 
carried the majority of interna¬ 
tional traffic for Vodafone, the 
UK’s largest mobile operator 
and for the largest German 
operator. Mannesmann D2 

Cable & Wireless also 
promised that it would com¬ 
plete its digital television net¬ 
work by next May and roll out 
up to 200 channels plus high¬ 
speed Internet access during 
the course of the year 
thereafter. 


Tempos, page 28 
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John Houliston, chief executive, says Dairy Crest held on to the benefit of lower milk costs with its added-value brands 


HEAVY advertising ofCalhed- 
eral City and Davidstow chees¬ 
es has allowed Dairy Crest to 
hold the prices of its branded 
prod nets despite a sharp fall in 
the price of milk. 

The company has managed 
to pocket most of the benefits 
from the 12 per cent drop in 
milk prices by spending El mil¬ 
lion a month on television ad¬ 
vertising of its main brands. 

This year, it intends to 
spend E12 million on television 
advertising — a 50 per cent in¬ 
crease on last year's budget — 
to help it to move away from 
the commodity cheese market. 

Shares in Dairy Crest rose 
6tep to 321p yesterday as the 
company reported pre-tax prof¬ 
its of £20.7 million (£18:7 mil¬ 
lion) for the six months to Sep¬ 
tember 30 — at the top end of 
City expectations. 

John Houliston, chief execu¬ 
tive. said the company had in¬ 
creased margins from 5 per 


cent to 5 J& per cent by selling a 
higher mix of its more expen¬ 
sive cheeses, and fay not pass¬ 
ing on all cost savings to super¬ 
markets. He said: “In our 
added-value brands, we have 
been able to hang on to the ben¬ 
efits from lower milk costs, but 
in the commodity brands, we 
have had to pass them on." 

Although the City applaud¬ 
ed the business tactics, they 
are likely to fuel debate on 
whether consumers are over¬ 
charged for dairy produce. 

Branded produce, which in¬ 
cludes Frijj, now represents 40 
per cent of group sales, but 
about 75 per cent of profits. • 
Dairy Crest spent £6 million 
on advertising in the first half, 
up from £3.75 million spent in 
the same period last year. 

Headline earnings per 
share were 13-2p (l!.8p). The 
dividend rises to 335p (35p). 

Tempos, page 28 


Lonhro Africa 
board besieged 


By Jason Nisst 


BLAKENEY Management 
yesterday launched its requisi¬ 
tion for an extraordinary meet¬ 
ing to oust part of the board of 
Lonrho Africa after having a 
proposal for a compromise 
deal rejected. 

The fund management 
group is demanding the re¬ 
moval of Bernard Asher, Lon¬ 
rho Africa's chairman, and 
two other directors. Stephen 
Walls and Michael Wilson, 
and their replacement with 
three Blakeney nominees. 

It had offered to tone down 


these proposals to avoid an 
EGM. suggesting that only 
Mr Walls need resign and that 
only two Blakeney nominees 
be appointed. However, after 
a 13-hour board meeting on 
Monday, Lonrho Africa reject¬ 
ed this compromise. 

Blakeney's attack on Lonrho 
Africa follows its poor perform¬ 
ance after its demerger from 
Lonrho last May. Miles Mor- 
land, chairman of Blakeney, 
said yesterday. “Mr Asher has 
the strategic consistency of a 
windscreen wiper.” 


Newsquest 

slowdown 


NEWSQUEST. the regional 
newspaper group, said yes¬ 
terday that it was experienc¬ 
ing a slowdown in revenue 
growth, particularly in re¬ 
cruitment advertising (Ray¬ 
mond Snoddy writes). 

Newsquest reported pre¬ 
tax profits of £143 million 
for the 13 weeks to October 
31 compared with E9.6 mil¬ 
lion for the 13 weeks to the 
end of September 1997. 

In the 40 weeks of the year 
so far Newsquest has had 
turnover of £235 million and 
pre-tax profits of £49.6 mil¬ 
lion. The shares rose 8p to 
250J4p yesterday. 


Seagram seeks to silence 
drinks arm speculation 


SEAGRAM, the Canadian me¬ 
dia and drinks group, yester¬ 
day moved to quash mounting 
speculation over its spirits and 
wine arm fay unveiling “a new 
vision and strategic direction" 
for the business. 

In the wake of its impending 
$10.4 billion (£63 billion) ac¬ 
quisition of PDlyGram, the mu¬ 
sic and film combine, there 
have been persistent sugges¬ 
tions that it might seek to off¬ 
load its drinks arm. 

But Edgar Bronfman Jr. 
president and chief executive. 


By Dominic Walsh 

said: Through its worldwide 
presence and consistent cash¬ 
flow. our spirits and wine busi¬ 
ness will continue to be a vital 
contributor to overall compa¬ 
ny growth and operations.” 

A spokeswoman added: 
“This statement underlines 
that we are definitely in the 
wine and spirits business to 
stay." She said that although it 
did not predude a merger or 
strategic alliance with a third 
party, it showed Seagram was 
“not simply waiting to merge 
with someone or sell the busi¬ 


ness off*. Allied Domecq is 
known to have held talks with 
Seagram on a possible tie-up. 

Seagram's new strategy in¬ 
volves funnelling the lion's 
share of investment and mar¬ 
keting support into its four big¬ 
gest brands — Chivas Regal 
and Crown Royal whiskies. 
Absolut vodka and Captain 
Morgan rum. 

in the first half of 1999. the 
group will move from a region¬ 
al and brand group structure 
to a central management team 
based in New York. 
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Investors look for last 
orders from Marstons 


WAS it just so much froth slick¬ 
ing to the brewers yesterday, 
or are we about to hear the call 
of "last orders" for Marston 
Thompson & Evershed? 

The Staffordshire brewer of 
Pedigree ale and Pitcher and 
Piano pub chain fame stood 
our with a leap of 26p to 
amid claims that rival Wolver¬ 
hampton & Dudley Brewer¬ 
ies is poised to offer 275p a 
share valuing the business at 
£180 million. 

By die close of business a 
heftj 1.69 million shares had 
changed hands in a thin mar¬ 
ket where traders will normal¬ 
ly only make a price in 5.000 at 
a time. Wolverhampton closed 
ail square at -flftp. 

Share prices generally drew 
encouragement from a posi¬ 
tive stan to trading on Wall 
Street and early losses were 
clawed back with the help of a 
late rally to dose virtually un¬ 
changed on the day. 

The FTSE 1CK1 index, down 
almost 75 point** at its low 
point, ended just l.o off at 
5.432-3 as S55 million shares 
changed hands. The FTSf 250 
index was left nursing a fall of 
bU.5 at 4.S74.4. 

The early weakness 
stemmed from a mark down 
in financials as recent specula¬ 
tive support boiled over and 
US banks suffered a sell-uff. In 
fact, banks accnunted for eight 
of the worst performers 
among the lop 100 companies. 
They included Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 3-}p to 793p. Bank 
or Scotland, 25p to 592p. Am- 
vescap. 15p to 43bp. Schrad¬ 
ers, 38p to £11^0. Standard 
Chartered. IQ’jp to 591 p. Le¬ 
gal & General. 20p to o59p, 
NalWest Bank. 27p to 933p. 
and Allied Zurich, IQ'jp to 
675p. 

British Telecom advanced 
9p to S3 Ip ahead of inteiini re¬ 
sults tomorrow, with Merrill 
Lynch, ihe broker, urging cli¬ 
ents to "buy". Pre-tax profiLs 
are expected to come in at be¬ 
tween £740 million and £754 
million, up from SbSS million 
Iasi rime. The results will in¬ 
clude a £1 billion profit from 
the sale of its 25 per cent stake 
in MCI to WorldComm. 

Marks & Spencer rallied 
I8p to 43bp despite the current 
boardroom upheaval and 
Whitbread was wanted, mak¬ 
ing a rise of 30p to SPOp on the 
back of a "buy" recommenda¬ 
tion from Merrill Lynch. 

Shareholders of Booker 
saw the value of their compa¬ 
ny virtually halve as the price 



Malcolm Walker, chief executive, saw shares of Iceland 
up (0“>p to 226p after an upbeat presentation to brokers 


plunged 54vip to 64'jp. It has 
now become clear why Somcr- 
field. 5p cheaper at 443'. sp. 
and Hillsdown, unchanged at 
92' ;p, each walked away from 
hid talks earlier this year with 
the food distributor. 

In its latest profits warning 
Booker said profits in the sec¬ 
ond half would fall "signifi¬ 
cantly short" of expectations. 
Brokers has originally been 


looking for £70 million. They 
say Stuart Rose, the newly ap¬ 
pointed chief executive, faces 
an uphill struggle in sreering 
the group back on the growth 
tack. There will be no payout 
for shareholders. 

Traders reported fresh sup¬ 
port for the utilities on the 
back of positive comments 
from Credit Lyonnais, the bro¬ 
ker. It likes British Energy, 
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JUST 44 shopping days left 
until Christmas, and condi¬ 
tions are looking decidedly 
bleak for Britain's retailers. 

The latest British Retail 
Consortium survey show¬ 
ing only the second year- 
on-ycar fall in sales since 
March 1995. made bleak 
reading. 

Brokers fear it will be a 
far from from merry Christ¬ 
mas for many of them. It 
may account for the down¬ 
grades evident yesterday. 

Dixons dropped 27p to 
593p as Socidte Generate Se¬ 
curities, the broker, cut its 


recommendation for the 
shares from “buy" to “hold" 
after a poor month for sales 
of brown goods. 

Credit Suisse First Bos¬ 
ton has reduced its recom¬ 
mendation for Storehouse. 
7'.'p cheaper at 168'ip. 
from “hold*’ to "seil" It is 
worried by pressure on 
margins and has cut its 
profits forecast from £125 
million to £110 million for 
this year, 

Losses were also seen in 
Next down 23!*p to 490p. 
and Great Universal Stores 
21p to 625p. 
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"Thofat^n pries 


up 29p at 5S3p. ahead of fmer- 
im results today, and Power- 
Gen, KMp lighter at 865p. 

There is also value for mon¬ 
ey among the water compa¬ 
nies says Credit Lyonnais, 
which has taken a shine to An¬ 
glian Water, up 33p to 903p. 
and United Utilities, 24p bet¬ 
ter at SS5p. Rival broker Dresd- 
ner Klein wort Benson a iso 
likes United and is urging cli¬ 
ents to switch out of Scottish 
Power. Ip firmer at 6Up. 

Iceland stretched its lead on 
the week with a rise of 10vsp to 
226p. It follows an upbeat pres¬ 
entation to brokers on Mon¬ 
day that painted a bright pic¬ 
ture of prospects for the food 
retailer’s delivery service. 

Reports of a consortium bid 
hoisted Celtic, the Scottish foot¬ 
ball dub 30p to 392vtp. Former 
Newcastle United manager 
Kenny Dalglish was said to be 
linking up with pop star Jim 
Kerr to make an offer. Celtic 
said it had received no "formal 
approach”. 

A profits warning meant 
Porvair was one of the worst 
performers on the day falling 
92hp to 146tip. Turnover is 
reckoned to be down 10 per 
cent on last year and restruc¬ 
turing is likely to cost the 
group £3 million. 

An optimistic independent 
review of its heart disease test 
prompted profit taking at 
Shield Diagnostics. The 
shares ending45p lower at 
577 Through a simple 
blood test. AF12 can detect the 
onset of cardio-vascular dis¬ 
ease at an early stage. 

□ GILT-EDGED; Bond 
yields continued to fall across 
the curve as the market again 
raced ahead with gains at the 
longer end stretching to more 
than £1. The gloomy British 
Retail Consortium survey 
showing a further downturn 
in consumer spending fuelled 
the early gains and investors 
should receive another boost 
later today when the Bonk of 
England quarterly inflation re¬ 
port is published. 

In the futures pit. the Decem¬ 
ber series of the long gilt fin¬ 
ished 58p higher at £1 M.87 as a 
total of 31.000 contracts were 
completed. In longs. Treasury S 
per cent 2021 rose £122 to 
£14253. while among shorter- 
dated issues Treasury 7 percent 
2002 was 25p firmer at £106.11. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
turned higher in cautious ear¬ 
ly trading. At midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
up 2034 points to 8,91830. 
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Cable pulls 



SLOWLY but surely the cable industry is pull¬ 
ing itself out of the large hole it has dug for it¬ 
self. Cable & Wirelcs.. Communications, the 
group put ttogether from the merger of Nynex. 
Bell Cable. Vidcotron and Mercury Communi- 
caiions. achieved after-tax profits of £65 mil¬ 
lion in the six months m September compared 
with a £135 million loss last year. 

Rather more impressive* is the extent to 
which costs have Hcen controlled as the busi¬ 
ness has grown, falling from 25 per cent of rev¬ 
enues to 22 per cent 

Some advantages of merger are starting to 
show through, with the creation of one virtual 
call centre on three sites to replace a number 
of incompatible systems. The outsourcing of 
all IT to IBM in a £1.8 billion over ten years 
looks like a good deal. However, it is in the 
area of digital that CWC should henefir in the 


longer term. It is a pity the company did not 
stace a simultaneous digital launch with 
BSfcyB. h could then haw benefited from 
about £100 million of free advertising. 

That said, it is unlikely that CWC will lose 
much business to BSfcyB and ONdiguaf be¬ 
fore it has a presence in the digital market 
from the beginning of next year. 

CWC has compared its present analogue ac¬ 
cess offering of II television channels, the nec¬ 
essary ser-tbp bov and a telephone line for 
£12 99 a month. The company says a similar 
digital package with the rental of necessary 
equipment would cost £22.85 a month at Sky- 
Digital and £23.85 a month at ONdigital. 

Such avnparisons. together with the wide 
availability of cable and the publics appetite 
for high-speed Internet access should help 
CWC shares continue their recovery. 
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Business Post 


WHILE most companies 
were struggling to cope with 
the global financial crisis. 
Business Post was reeling 
from the departure of both its 
managing director and fi¬ 
nance director. This helped 
exaggerate the effect of jittery 
markets on its share price, 
which plunged from 957p to 
just 220p. 

With the brothers Kane, 
who founded the company, 
now back at the helm, share¬ 
holders can only hope that 
the turmoil has not inflicted 
long-term damage. 

The signs were not good 
yesterday, however. Profits 
were down 6 percent, while 
growth of administrative ex¬ 
penses outstripped that of 
sales. As a result, margins fell 
from 195p to 173p. Analysts 
were left with the impression 
that Business Post was no 
longer the exciting, high- 


growth stock they had once 
loved. 

On the positive side, the 
Kane brothers appeared to 
have taken decisive action by 
strengthening the board, and 
coming dean about the com¬ 
pany's many problems. They 
admit they must reduce costs 
to improve margins. 

Excluding the company's 
£500.000 reorganisation 


charge, earnings are forecast 
to be 25.85p a share for the 
year to March 1999. This 
leaves the company on a price/ 
earnings multiple of about 13. 
When uncertainty about man¬ 
agement is added into the 
mix this actually looks quite 
high. This is certainly no time 
to buy. while existing share¬ 
holders could be forgiven for 
heading for the exit. 
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Senior 


SENIOR was a darling of the 
engineering analysts last au¬ 
tumn and winter, with at 
least two brokers putting out 
fat and gloss}’ research pam¬ 
phlets that recommended 
buying the stock. 

the surge of interest sent 
the shares to an all time high 
of 245’tp. They are almost 
half that value now, victims 
of the blanket selling of the en¬ 
gineering sector. 

Senior does have some gen¬ 
uine factors starting to limit 
growth. Its flagship exhaust 
connectors, which absorb 
rocking motion and vibra¬ 
tions and limit emissions, arc 
starting to mature as they be¬ 
come more of a standard fea¬ 
ture on cars. 

It is exposed to some weak 
car markets. It is a supplier to 
Rover, the troubled UK 

§ roup. and has also had to en¬ 
ure the temporary shut¬ 
down of a Fiat factory in . 
Brazil. 

However. Senior main¬ 


tains that its weighting to¬ 
wards the more resilient US 
car market means it atn still 
find growth in the automo¬ 
tive sector, albeit less than in 
1997. 

Aerospace components - 
which attract a higher mar¬ 
gin — are becoming a bigger 
feature in the group. The pur¬ 
chase of Jet yesterday looks 
sound and Senior will wisely 
take some time to bed this 
down. 

As is so often the case with 
the engineering sector right 
now, it is hard to avoid the 
conclusion that the shares 
have been oversold. 


Daily Crest 

THE milk and cheese indus¬ 
try may be a pretty’ unpleas¬ 
ant place to be right now. hul 
Dairy Crest scents tu have 
found its own little sanctuary 
by spending 02.800 a day on 
television commercials. 

The logic is quite simple. 
Line up five Cheddar cheeses 
and stick a price on top of 
each one. Normally, shop¬ 


pers go for the cheapest al¬ 
most every time. 

But slap on a plastic wrap¬ 
ping and a heavily advertised 
brand name and you create 
the difference between a prof¬ 
it margin of 15 per cent or 3 
per rent. 

Over the last five years. 
Daiiy Crest has lifted the pro¬ 
portion of profits generated 
by branded dairy produce 
from 10 per cent to 75 per cent 
of group total. The shift is 
now slowing, and will proba¬ 
bly stop at about 80 per rent 

Do its shares still deserve a 
rating of 11.4 times future 
earnings? Well, yes, given 
that its profit margins are in 
better shape than many of its 
rivals. By investing so much 
in its brands it has a far great¬ 
er control over the price of its 
cheeses. It is under far less 
pressure to reduce its shelf 
price when die cost of milk 
falls, and keep margins 
healthy for some. time to 
eume. 

At 32lp. the shares still 
look good value. Buy. 
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T he International Monetary 
Fund is dearly beyond £ 
demphoiL Gil dte. an 
,mr representative in Manamin 
reported by Reuters tcHnave 
Monday that “the pres - 
SJ? of reconstruction should nor 
Jggwtogudod (economic, £ 
m Nlcan *8««- So ftr.St 
ES suggest that Hurricane 

4tim i caused Ihe deaths of 
4,000 people with a further 7 000 

SSSJSL W-K2 

jess. Nevertheless. Sertor Diaz said 
Nicaragua wDI still be bound by ^ 
Btmg IMF agreements thu in- 
dude cutting public spending, lay- 

r ° h ff worker* rail 

cost of public services and 
pr ™? Sin8 state-owned firms. 
Wien Michel Camdessus, the 
Managing Director, was 
asked at last month’s annual meet¬ 
ing whether he regretted anything 
that the IMF had done during the 
past year of global economic crisis, 
hesajd: “I have repented of my per- 
«)Oal sins ... but not much." If 
Sfw> r Diaz represents IMF policy. 
M Camdessus, a staunch Catholic, 
may want to repent a little more. 


What price redemption for the IMF? 


In comparison with the IMF. 
the announcements yesterday by 
France and Britain look positively 
enlightened. France has said that 
it intends to caned pari or all of 
the debt owed by Nicragua. Hon¬ 
duras. Guatemala and El Salva¬ 
dor. a genuine example of leader¬ 
ship given that France is estimat¬ 
ed to hold 2 percent of the £4.1 bil¬ 
lion owed by Honduras and 2 per 
cent of the £6.1 billion owed by 
Nicaragua. 

Britain is owed only £900,000 
by Nicaragua and £300.000 by 
Honduras. Despite these very 
small sums, it is not prepared to 
cancel any debt outright. A move 
by Britain along with France 
would have set a ground-breaking 
and important precedent but it 
was not to be. 

Britain also called yesterday for 
a moratorium on official bilateral 
debt servicing and. together with 


France, is setting up a trust fund, 
donating £10 million each to start 
it off. Given that it is astonishingly 
unlikely that debts nil] be serviced 
by these ruined economies, the 
moratorium simply appears to be 
a formalisation of reality. The trust 
fund is designed to help Mitch vic¬ 
tims service their debts to multilat¬ 
eral institutions. In other words, 
the IMFs main shareholders are. 
temporarily, paying the IMPs 
bills. It would be far more to the 
point if the 1M F called its own mor¬ 
atorium or. better still, simply can¬ 
celled the outstanding debt. But no 
— the IMF always gets paid. 

Britain is also calling for the 
qualification period for countries 
to become eligible for debt relief 
under the Heavily Indebted Poor 
Countries Initiative (HIPC) to be 
shortened by a year for victims of 
natural disasters. This sounds im¬ 
pressive but is far from it in the 



context of the dreadful problems 
now faced in Central America. Nic¬ 
aragua would not receive any debt 
relief until 2001 instead of 2002. 
Honduras has not even started on 
the HIPC process and could be a 
minimum of six years from relief. 

Gordon Brown has argued re¬ 
peatedly that unilateral cancella¬ 
tion is pointless because debt pay¬ 
ments to other creditors would 
simply go up by the same amount 

Ihe truth of Britain’s dunking is 


far more unedifying. The Govern¬ 
ment wc are told, is against cancel¬ 
lation because this would mean 
losing the influence that creditors 
enjoy and "prevent us pushing 
them along" on the road to eco¬ 
nomic reform. This is IMF ortho- 
dotty at its control-freak worst and 
is deeply disappointing from a 
Government that has done relative¬ 
ly well on development issues. 

Various arguments are mobi¬ 
lised against genuine debt forgive¬ 
ness. Ihe main (Hie is moral haz¬ 
ard. If creditors Amply wipe the 
debts out, wont developing coun¬ 
tries be encouraged simply to build 
them up again? This is unlikely. 
For one thing, all official and bilat¬ 
eral flows to developing countries 
now have dear conditions attached 
that would make it far more diffi¬ 
cult to get away with profligacy or 
corruption. The price of misbehav¬ 
iour. in the tough world of condi¬ 


tionality. would bean effective mor¬ 
atorium mi new aid and loons. It is 
a mark of how scared developing 
countries are that the tap will be 
turned off that, despite the national 
catastrophe of El Nino, Peru 
(which, having effectively default¬ 
ed in the I9SQs, knows what it is 
like to be in the financial wilder¬ 
ness) has refused to renegotiate its 
annual debt payments despite 
dearly lacking the money to ad¬ 
dress the emergency. 

In any case, there are imagina¬ 
tive alternatives to pure debt can¬ 
cellation that would ensure the 
money was spent wisdy. Debt con¬ 
version is one- This covers various 
schemes in which debt is reduced 
or cancelled and diverted to social 
or environmental programmes. 

Conversion has already been 
done extensively in Latin Ameri¬ 
ca, according to Mariano Valder- 
rama, director of the Peruvian 


Social Studies Centre in Lima. 
Under die Americas Initiative 
launched fay President Bush in 
1990, for example. Chile and the 
US agreed to reduce $15.7 million 
of Chile’s total debt of $393 mil¬ 
lion and Chile spent $23 million in 
interest payments to finance envi¬ 
ronmental protection. 

A similar switch in resources 
would be achieved under Oxfam's 
proposal for resources from debt 
relief/cancellation to be used spe¬ 
cifically —and in a monitored way 
—on health and education. Ugan¬ 
da has already offered to do this. 

The ideas ore out there but the 
political will is not Hurricane 
Mitch was an opportunity for 
humanity and boldness, a terrible 
shock that would force a quantum 
leap in thinking on debt and devel¬ 
opment All the debts of the four 
Central American countries most 
affected should immediately be 
cancelled. Having surmounted the 
psychological shock once, creditors 
would find It easier to do it again. 
Perhaps Rwanda could be next 
Under current HI PC rules, it won’t 
qualify for relief until at least 2001. 


Britain can gain practical benefits from Germany’s experience in the run-up to the launch of EMU 

Lessons in preparing for the euro 


Sigrid Aufterbeck finds out about 
some of the implications for 
business of the single currency 


STEVE FORREST/GimiAN 


R otherham is playing 
host to a euro experi¬ 
ment Euro notes are 
being distributed on 
the streets of the South York¬ 
shire town to offer a taster of 
what the future may hold for 
shoppers and traders. But the 
conversion is only a test run 
and. much to the frustration of 
the CBI, no date has been set 
for Britain to join the single 
currency. 

The CBI*s great fear is that 
British industry will be left be¬ 
hind when fellow EU states 
switch to the euro. But the evi¬ 
dence is that despite having a 
headstart chi the UK. prepara¬ 
tions in all but the biggest Ger¬ 
man businesses are not that 
much more advanced. 

Large German companies be¬ 
gan preparations 
as soon as the 
euro timetable 
was set out at the 
EU summit in 
Madrid 1995, 

Many medium- 
sized and small 
companies, 
which left euro 
preparations on 
the back burner 
until this year. 

were warned _ 

earlier this year 
by industrial and trade confed¬ 
erations that they were ignor¬ 
ing upcoming problems. In Au¬ 
gust D1HT, the German con¬ 
federation of industry and com¬ 
merce. criticised such compa¬ 
nies for risking being caught 
napping by the launch of the 
euro on January 1- 
However, starting late, it 
seems that businesses have 
caught up. Most companies 
will be able to participate in 
cashless trade in the euro come 
January (euro coins will follow 
in 2002). “Many small and 
medium-sized companies con¬ 
fine euro-introduction to an ac¬ 
counting or an IT issue only,” 
said Rolf Epstein, euro project 
manager at Arthur Andersen’s 
management consulting arm. 
“But there is more about it 
competition patterns will 
change, and companies must 
be prepared to deal with that.” 
Experts are less worried 


COUNTDOWN 


about the biggest companies 
such as Siemens — they started 
thorough preparations early. 
Also, small firms cause few 
worries. Although they started 
their preparations late, they are 
expected to be flexible enough 
to adapt quickly. The problem 
areas look like being among 
the Mittelstand. Germany’s 
medium-sized companies. 
Stefan von der Heiden, spokes¬ 
man for Mittelstandsverband. 
the association of medium¬ 
sized businesses, said: “The 
Mittelstand tends to ignore the 
fact that they need to do more 
than just open a euro account 
For them, the euro noil change 
patterns of competition in 
Europe.” 

Reasons for late prepara¬ 
tions are easy to find: German 
participation 
in the euro 
seemed uncer¬ 
tain until 

May. "Many 
thought the 
whole project 
might be 
called off,” 
said Rein- 
hard Kudisz. 
euro expert at 
the BDI, the 
_ German in¬ 
dustrial con¬ 
federation. The German econo¬ 
my was unlikely to fulfil the 
Maastricht critera. and senior 
politicians openly argued 
against tile euro. 

The Brussels euro summit 
in May changed the mood,” 
said Bertold Busch, of the Ger¬ 
man Economic Institute in Col¬ 
ogne. The country was named 
as one of the founders of eco¬ 
nomic and monetary union 
(EMU), making it dear that the 
euro would inevitably come. 
Over the summer, many entre¬ 
preneurs attended last-minute 
euro seminars held by the BDI, 
trade and industrial confedera¬ 
tions. and local banks. “Knowl¬ 
edge about the euro was poor 
until this year, but has im¬ 
proved significantly over die 
summer.” said von der Heiden. 
Now, SO per rent of smaller 
businesses appear to Ik techni¬ 
cally prepared, according to 
Ortwin Weltrich. chairman of 




A Rotherham shop window offers a foretaste of life with the euro as the town's traders and shoppers try out die new currency 


51 DAYS TO GO 


the euro committee of the Nord- 
rhine-Westphalian Chamber of 
Trade. The example of Siemens 
shows how extensive euro prep¬ 
arations can be: “We started bi¬ 
weekly meetings on that issue 
as early as 1995. just after the 
EU summit in Madrid set the 
timetable for euro introduc¬ 
tion," said Bernhard Kolb, now 
chairing a three-strong “euro 
core team”. The team was set 
up in February* Iasi year and is 
now supervising more than 
300 euro projects. “In 1996, we 
developed a handful of euro 
scenarios with plans for calcula¬ 
tion, balancing, what to do 
with our DM shares and when 
to pay salaries in euros. In Feb¬ 
ruary 1997, our executive board 
agreed on one scenario, which 
we have followed ever since." 

The timetable was tight and 
had to be adjusted to the pare 
of euro legislation. For ex¬ 
ample. Siemens’s shareholders 
needed to decide to replace 
shares denominated in marks 
with new shares that do not yet 
have a printed value. But be¬ 
fore they could do so, the Gov¬ 
ernment had to amend compa¬ 
ny (aw, which they did just be¬ 
fore this year’s season of agms. 


In July Siemens officially an¬ 
nounced that it would switch to 
the euro on October 1 next year 
— the first day of its next finan¬ 
cial year — and asked all 
250.000 German and 400,000 
euro-2one business partners at 
which point they intended to do 
so. Siemens is quite clear that it 
would expect its suppliers and 
clients to deal in Euros sooner 
rather than later. 

Nobody ai Siemens is pre¬ 
pared to say how expensive 


these euro preparations have 
been so far. As far as invest¬ 
ment in IT is concerned. Kolb 
estimates that they total 33 per 
rent of the company’s annual 
rr spending."Bui a tot of the op¬ 
erations research involved will 
also be valuable in other re¬ 
spects. not only for the euro. 
The cost of converting to the 
euro will be repaid within the 
next three years." 

Two areas that Siemens is 
targeting to make up this cost 



Heinrich von Pierer runs Siemens, which is well-prepared 


are whether parts can be pur¬ 
chased cheaper within Euro¬ 
land and what marketing strat¬ 
egies can be used to ensure that 
prices are competitive in the 
new euro market. 

Whether medium-sized com¬ 
panies profit from the euro to 
the same extent will depend on 
how far they have prepared 
their strategy. Technically, 
most of them should not have 
problems. “We started a month¬ 
ly euro conference years ago," 
said Helmut Becker, owner of 
Auto Becker, the Dusseldorf 
car dealer. “Our IT system had 
come to its limits anyway, 
hence the euro came as a good 
occasion to acquire a new 
system." 

Accountants estimate that a 
typical medium-sized company 
of 60 employees is likely to 
spend between DM100.000 
(£35300) and DM250.000 to 
prepare its staff for the euro 
and acquire a euro accounting 
system. 

Help to shape up for euro, ac¬ 
cording to Becker, was largely 
sought from the banks, fol-’ 
lowed by seminars through lo¬ 
cal industrial and trade organi¬ 
sations. “The financial services 


did a good job,” said Becker, 
who for many years chaired 
the Mittelstand confederation. 
“But that is their duty, since 
they make a huge profit with 
the whole euro transformation 
process." 

Euro information leaflets 
sent out by the federal authori¬ 
ties were not taken seriously be¬ 
cause the Government was 
seen as too large a promoter of 
the euro. Also, the State proved 
to be a bad example with its 
own euro preparations. Munici¬ 
pal administrations will not 
switch their accounting system 
and budget to the euro until the 
last minute (the end of 2001). 
Whether medium-sired compa¬ 
nies profit from the euro de¬ 
pends cm whether they man¬ 
aged to adapt their business 
strategy. They need to prepare 
for European competitors mak¬ 
ing inroads into the formerly 
currency-sheltered German 
markets. Price transparency 
will allow consumers to pur¬ 
chase goods more cheaply in 
other parts of Euroland, and 
will also force German prod¬ 
ucers to cut costs and prices. “I 
have always been a global play¬ 
er and am well prepared.” said 
Becker. But many smaller 
firms will need to review their 
prices and price points. 

Lam hertz, the sweets manu¬ 
facturer based in Aachen, has 
carried out just such a review. 
A price of DM199 may convert 
to 1.47 euros, a figure that does 
not have quite the same effect. 
The current economic situation 
makes it hard to put up prices, 
hence Lambertz decided to 
alter the size of their containers 
— a decision that means alter¬ 
ing production, machinery and 
distribution operations. “It was 
not enough to ensure compa¬ 
nies were prepared technical¬ 
ly," said Mittelstand spokes¬ 
man von der Heiden. “We 
must now make sure that strat¬ 
egy is amended too." This is 
quite an ambitious strategy to 
pursue in less than two 
months. 

Small businesses cause few¬ 
er worries than the larger Mti- 
telstand. "Most of them dont 
need costly preparations aside 
from IT investment," said 
Arthur Andersen’S Rolf Ep¬ 
stein. "But 1 am worried about 
those who find themselves ill- 
prepared in 1999. Pressure to 
switch to the euro will be fierce, 
and whoever needs help from 


an IT consultant will pay a for¬ 
tune at that time." 

Experts suggest that the well- 
prepared among smaller com¬ 
panies will prove to be euro 
winners, able to take advan¬ 
tage of their greater flexibility 
towards new euro-related re¬ 
quirements. ”1 can invoice my 
dients in DM, euro, with dual 
currency or whatever they 
want."said Kurt Biebl. a Ham¬ 
burg sweetshop owner with 
DM4 million sales and 19 
employees. 

Biebl delivers to multination¬ 
als, which will switch to the 
euro early, whereas other di¬ 
ems will stick with marks. 
Biebl (fid not start preparing 
for the euro until May: “All I 
had to do was buy one new till 
and upgrade my other tills for 
dual pricing” He has out¬ 
sourced his accounting to an ac¬ 
countant who will decide when 
to switch the house currency to 
the euro. 

A ll products in Biebl’s 
shop will carry prices 
in,marks and.euros 
from January l. By 
doing so, Biebl is even better 
prepared than required by his 
trade group, the HDE, the con¬ 
federation of Gentian retailers. 
The HDE demands that some, 
but not all, products must show 
prices in both marks and euros 
from January. During the next 
few years, the number of euro- 
priced products will grow grad¬ 
ually, ensuring that consumers 
are used to the new currency 
when euro coins are introduced 
in 2002. Unlike Biebl, who sees 
no difficulties in dual pricing, 
the large department stores 
saw themselves unable to pro¬ 
vide that service to customers. 

Biebl estimates that the cost 
of his euro preparations will hit 
DM15.000 - or DM25,000 in¬ 
cluding new software and tills. 
Unlike Siemens, however, he 
does not expoct this investment 
to pay for itself too quickly. 
“Politicians fry to tell us that 
the euro will shake up competi¬ 
tion in Europe. But I operate 
locally and do not intend to con¬ 
quer new markets. I also don’t 
expect new competition. If a 
European company wants to 
sell products here in Germany, 
they can do so already. I pur¬ 
chase goods from all over Eur¬ 
ope, and my exchange rates 
with EMU countries have been 
stable for years ” 


Tunnel toll 
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A GLINT of tight at the end of 
the Rotherhithe Tunnel.Those 
who commute from the south 
and the east into the City will 
have noticed since the start of 
last week that the Tunnel has 
been closed. (You will have 
been able to tell because of the 
queues of traffic back most of 
the way to the Channel Tunnel 
and Canvcy Island.) 

A couple of weeks ago I 
wrote that the firms at Canary 
Wharf, who expected to be bad¬ 
ly hit tty the closure, were club¬ 
bing together to raise extra 

funds to enable reiffltrs to be 
done more quickly- They have 
offered £100.000 towards the 
£13 million cast of replacing 
ventilation fans in the Tunnel, 
and this has been accepted. 


I am told that now the 
engineers have had a look at 
the work, there is better than a 
50/50 chance that the job can 
be finished by December TO 
rather than dragging on, as 
initially planned, until Jan¬ 
uary 10. No one is making 
firm promises, and it depends 
on work carrying on day and 
night without disrupting the 
lives of local residents. 




NO ONE at the British Retail 
Consortium (BRO will con¬ 
firm this, and l can see how 
they might not know which 
wav to jump- But it seems that 
the other week they were ap¬ 
proached by Tescofor advice 
on the range of electrical 
goods the superma rket is chop¬ 
ping out at bargain prices. 

At the same, time another 

long-standing member ap¬ 
proached the BRC also seek¬ 
ing advice. It was Dixons, our 
biggest electrical goods retail¬ 
er ; which was hugely con¬ 
cerned about plans by one oj 
the big supermarkets to under¬ 
cut its prices. Tesco . as it 
happened, and what was ihe 
BRC going to do about it. 

Far flung 

JOHN MURPHY used to run 

lnterbrand.thespeciaJtsia,n- 

sulrancy. before he sold it and 
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went into the more sedate are¬ 
as of hotels and brewing. He 
owns St Peter’s Brewery at 
Bungay, Suffolk, and has just 
received an extraordinary plea 
for money from, of all places. 
Andorra. 

Mutphy was at a conference 
this summer on brands and 
trademarks in Morocco- 
Sandra Cruzado of the Andor¬ 
ran trademark and patent of¬ 
fice has just written saying 
what a pleasure it was to meet 
him there. (He has never 
heard of her.) 

She is offering ’ our service 
for protection of your intellec¬ 
tual property’" but only by 
December 7. please, as after 
this “no prior use will be possi¬ 
ble to be claimed". He says 
none of his product goes to 
Andorra, but it is just feasible 
rhat someone there might 
deride to infringe on his trade¬ 
mark and produce there. 

“I’m not going to pay it — to 


hell with it” Murphy says. 
Bur plenty of large companies 
are being taken for a ride, par¬ 
ticularly by breakaway former 
Soviet Union countries, for ex¬ 
ample, he says. The sums in¬ 
volved are so small, up to 
£2,000 to protect a trademark 
for ten years, that it is safer to 
pay than take the risk. 

When he started his new ca¬ 
reer Murphy bought the Ply¬ 
mouth Gin brand from Allied 
Domecq. He found more than 
!00 trademarks had been regis¬ 
tered in the most obscure plac¬ 
es. “They were all of them 
worthless.” 


THERE is an inspiring piece 
in Real Business about wacky 
bosses and how they go about 
making their businesses bun. 
Lots of stories about practical 
jokes played on the staff— my, 
how they laughed. Until they 
were told to stop — and three 
case histories. 

One is of PanCredit, a soft¬ 
ware house whose maverick 
managing director nurtured a 
no-blame culture and avoided 
executive pensions, company 
cars and other bureaucratic 
trappings. 

For some reason his name is 
omitted from the pen-portrait 
of his company and its revolu- 
tionaty way of going about its 
business. Only in a postscript 
do you learn that Kevin 
Hughes, he of the ”powerful 
but informal personalityT, 
had left abruptly after person¬ 
ality dashes with customers 
and the biggest institutional 
shareholder. 


Fashion tips 

I AM not allowed to write 
much about Peter Young's 
appearance yesterday. But l 
have asked those more d la 
mode, perhaps, than Young 
himself and l can offer some 
tips. 

One, open sandals in No¬ 
vember are a no-go. Two, the 
hippy look is so retro, of 
course, but the flowered skirt 
is too short 

And that top? u Oxfam?" says 
my informant “I didn’t think 
you could buy jumpers like 
that any more.” And the shock¬ 
ing pink handbag? “Accesso¬ 
risedL" 

Think grey, Peter, or think 
black and think Prada. “It 
reminds me of Ihe outfits nuns 
used wear once they left the 
order — they never could get it 
right” l am told. 

Martin Waller 



Young: should think Prada 



Looking Tor better ull rates? 

And superior account 
management? 

Then upgrade to 
Esprit Telecom now. 

We save your business 
money by keeping our overheads low. And we 
give you a better class of telecoms service. 
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Simply call Esprit Telecom now on 
0800 634 6344. And when you witch 
before 31 December 98, you’ll enjoy 
an extra f. 100 discount on your first 
monthly bill* 
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Imagine a world which gets 

progressively cleaner. 

Imagine a world where city planning actually 
improves the quality of people’s lives. 


imagine a world where new forms of communi- more cost-effective. 


stations lead the way in energy-efficiency. Some even of communications, providing easy access to mobile 
use waste as fuel. P h <?P e "Ctfor^J^dnttjnet and digital media. 

Thanks to Vivendi companies, transport systems . ; Readjng^thfs.-^pu might deduce that such 
in cities across Europe are better planned and wide-ranging ^ctivities are commensurate with 
more cost-effective. considerably financial; g||th. 


cations technology are more user-friendly. Every year, our construction companies manage 

Vivendi has already imagined this world. What over 100.000 sites around the world. Recent projects 

is more, we have begun to build it. include the Stade de France on the outskirts of Paris. 

Our water companies are continually improving Cairo's new rapid transit system and the Vasco da 

the quality of supplies to more than 80 million Gama bridge in Lisbon. 

people around the world. Our waste management We have also become a major player in the field 

systems encourage recycling. Our power-generating COMMITTED TO MEETING YOUR LIFE S 
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.' And you?d be right: . 

'' ' " v ■ 

Vivenjdl israne of Egt^pe’s largest companies, 
with an annual turnover approaching £21 billion. 
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AM things considered, it P " 
seems that when itKe, customer ✓ "v* 

J 1 «!■'.rriol* "I J.JV1 

comes first, successsoori,follows. 
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Interactive 
service 
Open.... for 
business 


By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 

BRITISH Interactive Broad¬ 
casting (BIB), the planned 
home shopping group yester¬ 
day branded itself as Open_. 
and said that it would deliver 
its first interactive services to 
fee consumer by next spring. 

Four retail groups have 
signed up for the virtual shop¬ 
ping mad - Great Universal 
Stores. Iceland. Midland 
Bank and Wootworths. 

BIB. launched in May 1997, 
expects to invest up to £375 
million in the venture. Its 
shareholders are BSkyB. in 
which News International, 
owner of The Times, has a 40 
percent interest. BT. Midland 
Bank and Matsushita. 

As well as home shopping 
and banking. OpeiL_ will of¬ 
fer games provided by Visi- 
onik. a Danish games develop¬ 
er, and Talk 21, a new email 
system from BT. The first ii*- 
teractive television advertisers 
will be Coca-Cola, Ford and 
Unilever. James Ackerman, 
chief executive of BIB. said 
that there would be a fall mar, 
keting launch next au tumn , 
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STANDARD 
al insurer baitt 
burgh, is laum&ng. tVBt; 
management co mp any in' *■ 
bid m take on fee jto iftWfe 
ment houses ln theCfty: 

. As Europe’s tafgtst mutual 
insurer. Standard Tife rif fta dy 
manages money oMjefitif of - 
one in seven ' 

through its wkfenm of i 
sions, annuities 
ment products.' ' 

Standard life IftvsabfeMs, 
the new subsidiary. aim!* t&fcf- 
pldt this track reepnl^Mfeh 
aggressive attack on Tfie 
and institutional inv est m ent 
markets, hoping to inotaue 
fends under ’ 

from £60 billiotf_ 

over fee next five - 

Under Sandy Cnxttbfe, 
chief executive, forptef^the In¬ 
surers chief inv^tment oflfc- 
er. Standard Ufefnittfeneifer 
will focus on 

the UK. Canadk and Jteianti. 

However, it has tonb&tirtr tp 
become a global pf' 

The subsidiary i 
500 people housed-itf ii 
rate office in Edinburgh- It 
plans to increase sum fepto 


with many fund managers 
who are laying off employees 
in a bid to cut costs. 

Mr Cronlbie said: “We have 
been planning this move for 
four years, during which time 
we have made significant in¬ 
vestments in people and re- 
‘ fined our processes.” 

Standard Life Investments 
• marks a second stage in the in¬ 
surer's rapid expansion pro¬ 
gramme. Since bundling a 
banking division at the start of 
fee year. Standard has swept 
competitors aside, attracting 
over £1 billion from savers. 

’ ; Although tiie launch comes 
at a tricky time in world finan¬ 
cial markets. Standard Life be¬ 
lieves fund management of- 
•fers better margins than its tra¬ 
ditional core business of pro¬ 
viding pensions. 

The new company is plan¬ 
ning to take more than 5 per 
cent of the retail funds market, 
where it operates mainly 
through independent financial 
advisers, and in the corporate 
pooled funds market where it 
runs £6.9 billion for institution- 
aT diems. 
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Business Post? 
rows to deliver 
unproved sales 


By Chris Ayres 



Sandy Crombie, chief executive 


BUSINESS I’OST. the parcel 
■-!Jnery croup. yesterday at- 
:.r’:p;eit to put its boardroom 
ir; Liijltrs behind it. as it 
in ait costs and im- 
v sales ami margins. 

The company, whose shares 
iiMt almost a third of 
: ; vir value over the past six 
■m*!uh>. has seen the recent de- 
panurc uf Mick Jones, its man- 
aging director, and Torquii 
\ . <ni a u uc-Johnstone, i ls fi- 
mimv director. It is expected 
ti'.vy v ill receive £125.000 and 
£■13.1 in compensation re- 

I; i« ibought that the two 
::vi cktehcd with the com- 
founders, the brothers 
I'vicr and Michael Kane. The 
bn .siiers have now given up 
:>ir non-executive roles to be- 
o unc chief executive and man- 
agine directur respectively. 

rvier Ktizwilliam, the form- 
■_r head nf finance for Odeon 
>J inemas, has been appointed 
nuance director. 

The Ixiardroom turmoil has 
:-.-.uiieti in provisions for re- 
i" .-Tsi iaifon nf about £500,000. 


Business Post yesterday re¬ 
ported a 6 per cent fall in pres 
tax profits from £9.4 million to! 
£8.S million for the six monthsi 
to September 30, on sales or 
£515 million, up 117 per cent 
from £46.6 million. 

Earnings per share fell 7 per¬ 
cent to 11.6p and an interim; 
dividend of Sp. up from 4.4p, 
will be paid on January 5. 

The company said its admirf- 
istrative expenses had risen by 
more than £1 million to E6 mik 
lion. It added: *The board has 
already set in motion plans to 
rectify this situation and will 
be seeking to reduce the cost 
base of the company.” 

Neil Benson, chairman, 
said: "Relative to our market 
these were satisfactory results. 
However, the cost base has ris¬ 
en too fast and the new man¬ 
agement team has already fo¬ 
cused on reducing this, while 
.at the same time increasing 
our sales effort.” 

Shares in the company rose 
15p to 345p yesterday. 

Tempus.'page 28 
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Japan’s voucher 



spree 
with sceptidsi 
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From Robert Whymant in Tokyo- - 



JAPAN'S innovative scheme 
to give away shopping vouch¬ 
ers to prompt a consumer-led 
economic recovery may be the 
stuff of dreams on Britain’s de¬ 
pressed high street, but Japa¬ 
nese shopkeepers are deeply 
sceptical. 

Retailers in Japan remain 
unconvinced that the handout 
win trigger the spending spree 
promised by fee politicians 
who devised the scheme. 

Under a plan agreed yester¬ 
day. shopping coupons worth 
Y20.000 (£98) will be distribut¬ 
ed shortly to about 35 million 
Japanese rituens. 

The Government is setting 
aside Y700 billion for the 
vouchers, which are supposed 
to overcome the resistance of 
Japanese consumers to open¬ 
ing their wallets. 

The idea is that giving away 
coupons will get people spend¬ 
ing, serve to stimulate con¬ 
sumption and help lift the 
economy out of recession. The 
economy is in its worst down¬ 
turn since the Second World 
War and stagnant domestic de¬ 
mand is the main culprit 

Last week the Government 
said that household spending 
dropped 15 per cent in Septem¬ 
ber from a year earlier, the 
eleventh month of decline. Un¬ 
certainties about pensions and 
worries about rising unem¬ 
ployment have reinforced the 
nation’s ingrained propensity 
to save. 

Under the plan, vouchers 
will be given to children under 
16, to the bed-ridden and low- 



income pensioners M 
and over. The vb 
be used fra goods', 
such as toys, petrol-arid 
cuts within six '' 
cnly in the town 
ripient lives. : mX 

The scheme was 
by the Kometto, a 
backed opposition 
accepted by the' 

Democratic ft 

cause it needs__ 
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BASF arm fears 


gas shortage in 
Western Europe 


From Carl Mortis red in Frankfurt 


WESTERN EUROPE could 
face a severe gas shortage and 
sharply rising prices in die 
next century unless huge 
investments are made soon in 
oew supply lines, it was 
claimed yesterday. 

The chief executive of Win- 
tershaH, Germany's independ¬ 
ent gas supplier and partner of 
Gazprom, the Russian gas 
company, predicted that 
Europe will face a shortfall of 
80 billion cubic metres of gas 
by 2010, even if die initial 


Germany, is built on time. 

Herbert Derharding. chief 
executive, sakh “The current 
oil price is swinging the pendu¬ 
lum one way but there is no 
question it will be a sellers 
market by 2005. Norway is 
producing as much as it can. 
Holland is producing as much 
as it is allowed. Fortunately, 
there is currently additional 
supply from the UK North 
Sea."MrDethajdingsaid that 
■ die supply shortfall would 
equal two more Yamal pipe¬ 
lines: “If you want another 
US$25 billion (£15 billion] 
project finished in time you 
had better start talking about 
financing it now ” 


His comments coincided 
with the news that Winter- 
shad's parent. BASF, the Ger¬ 
man chemical combine, had 
suffered a 10 per cent decline 
in profits in the third quarter. 
The company gave warning 
that 1999 would be a difficult 
year and admitted that it 
would fail to achieve its target 
return on assets of 13 per cent 
Dr Jurgen Strobe, chair¬ 
man of BASF, said that die re¬ 
turn on assets for 1998 would 
' even undershoot die previous 
year's figure of 12.fi per cent 
BASFs headline pre-tax 
profit For the third quarter was 
up 12 per cent to DMIi billion 
(£537 million) but Mr Strobe 
said that the figure included 
the benefit of disposals as well 
as special charges in the previ¬ 
ous year. He predicted that 
profits would be slightly 
ahead for the full year. 

Dr Strobe said dial the Ger¬ 
man Government's plans for 
energy taxes would hurt the 
company, costing BASF 
DM130 million a year at its 
Ludwigshafen plant Falling 
sales in Asia and South Ameri¬ 
ca contributed to a 7 per cent 
Ml in third-quarter revenue. 

Wingas. WZntershafl’S joint 
venture with Gazprom, has 


captured more than 12 per cent 
of the Carman gas market and 
BASF is forecasting that its 
earning will increase fivefold 
by 2001- 

Dr Strobe said that a sepa¬ 
rate stock market listing for 
Winters hall was something 
the company had considered. 
*Tt is something we think 
about but we think at the mo¬ 
ment it is better within BASF.” 

Mr Detharding said that 
more money needed to be 
spent to ensure that Siberian 
supplies arrived at the Ger¬ 
man border. Gazprom is build- 
mg the Russian section of the 
4,000km pipeline but the com¬ 
pany is under financial pres¬ 
sure at home, with billions of 
dollars in bad debts due to 
non-payment by domestic 
customers for gas. 

Wingas recently completed 
a pipeline link-up to the UK- 
Continent gas mterconnector, 
which will allow surplus UK 
gas to be exported directly to 
Germany's industrial power¬ 
house in the North Rhine West¬ 
phalia region. The company 
plans to sell capacity to rivals, 
hoping to stimulate free com¬ 
petition in pipeline capacity, 
so far refused by Ruhrgas, the 
main competitor of Wingas. 




Paramount set for 


acquisition trail 


PARAMOUNT, the tenanted pub group based in Cheder^js 
to hit the acquisition trail after putting its pMpmb&rttob* 
hind ft. Christopher Mills, who was appoint^ diarnnan at 
the time of arights issue in January 1997. is to step downafier 
overseeing the group's financial reconstruction and ns return 

to ‘§esteat^ l Mr Mills unveiled a recovery from losses of £1.4 
million to a pre-tax profit of £539,000 in the year to May 31, 
with fully diluted earnings per share reaching Z.71p. ram- 
pared with losses last year of 7.04p, whjch 
property writedowns and bad debts. There is still no divi¬ 
dend, however. A spokesman for Paramount, in which Nomu¬ 
ra is a 10 per cent shareholder, said: -This is now a clean com¬ 
pany with 150 pubs in the North West audit is looking to 
build the business by actively seeking deals. They are looking 
at all the options, be it sate and leasebacks or securitisation or 
acquiring other pubs." 


Tilemaker in black 


PtLKINGTON’S TILES, formerly known as Quiligotti. re¬ 
turned to profit in tf*e first half of this year, earning EI.6 mil- 
Uon before tax in the six months to September 30, compared 
with a loss of £323,000 In the first half of the previous year. 
Earnings were 0.6p a share, against losses of 0 Jp last tune. 
There is again no interim dividend but the company said it 
was ‘increasingly confident" of being able to pay a final divi¬ 
dend. The shares were unchanged at 1 ip yesterday. The com¬ 
pany said net debt had been reduced by £922.000 to £4.8 mil¬ 
lion since the last year end, giving gearing of 345 per cent 


Capita completes stake 


Plane speaking: Terry Garthwaite, group finance director, left with Andrew Parrish 




Senior beefs up 
aerospace unit 
with Jet deal 


CAPITA GROUP, the outsourcing company, is to acquire the 
outstanding 33 per cent stake it does not own in Equitable 
Revenue Holdings for E£L2 million. Equitable is a debt recov¬ 
ery company serving the local government sector. In 1997 the 
company earned pre-tax profits of £2.65 million on r mover 
of £11.4 million. Net assets were £1.96 million at the last year 
end Raul Pindar,-managing director of Capita, said tire acqui¬ 
sition-would give access to Equitable’s call centre and custom¬ 
er services infrastructure to assist other parts ofthecompany 
involved in revenue collection. 


BA signs for Airbus 


By'Ad am Jones 


T oday Times readers are invited to do 
their Christmas shopping at liberty. 
Regent Street. London W1 an Sunday. 
November 22 between noon and 6pm when 
you can enjoy the following exclusive 
discounts and special offers: 

• 20 p«r cant off al ftmltmv nd Rgtttaf 
• 10 ptr art off npoUiar pmefcaso 
# fin— gffl -n reppfcn service 
• tern* for £10 (prt-toofced ody) 

<$ fun f i r paWnf hi Fl u l liiiliii t H unt pup 


onk ■xcummv* omn on mrv noon 

includin g -ft- fre e pillowcasewith any 
duvet/sbeet set; a free liberty silk square with 
any ladies’ fashion purchase over £150: a free 
Liberty keyring with any handbag purchase; 
buy five dinnerware place settings and receive 
the sixth free free Liberty shirt with any 
men’s suit purchase. 


pPSCMI'MftT* Lisa Armstrong. Times 
fashion- editor, wDJ make three fashion 
presentations at lpra. 2pm and 3pm. Lisa 
Grainger, Times Weekend shopping editor's 
top ten Christmas gift selection will be on 
show. Jayne Dowle. etfitor of metro, will be at 
Liberty between 4pm-5pm to help you to 
choose Christmas books. 

The event is free fait if you would like to 
make a donation to charity, call Great 
Ormond Street Donation telephone line: 
0171-916 5678. or soid a cheque, made payable 
to Great Ormond Street Hospital Children's 
Charity, to: Great Ormond 
Street Fundraising Dept 4041 
Queen Square, London WCIN 3AJ. 


To ucsvx yowl mvitatvom send a 
stamped (first-dass) sae ( 110 x 220 mm or 
larger) to: The Times/Liberty Christmas 
Shopping E-rent Customer Services, Level 4,1 
Virginia Street London El 9BD. Offers are 
- redeemable with Times invitation only. 



SENIOR ENGINEERING is 
beefing up its aerospace divi¬ 
sion with the purchase of Jet 
Products, an American parts 
supplier to both Boeing and 
Airbus, for £33.7 million. 

The acquisition is the big¬ 
gest yet made by Senior, 
whose chief executive is An¬ 
drew Parrish, and comes as 
aircraft makers and airlines 
prepare for a slowdown in 
growth. 

Glenn Timms, director of 
corporate development at Sen¬ 
ior. said that when the aircraft 
market comes off its cyclical 
peak, probably in 1999, Jet will 
have the advantage of selling 
more parts for short-haul 
planes than long haul 

Some industry observers 
have predicted that demand 
for short-haul airliners will be 
strongest in the next few years. 
BA said earlier this week that 
it was switching to smaller air¬ 
craft on some routes to reduce 
overall capacity and increase 
profits. 

Jet is based in San Diego 
and made pre-tax profits of 
about £5 million in the year to 


September 30 on sales of 
about £27.2 million. It makes 
rings and flanges for turbine 
markets. 

The Senior deal win enrich 
Ronald Blair, the president of 
Jet and owner of 40 per cent of 
the company, by £135 million. 
Mr Blair, who will stay with 
Jet as general manager, will 
take £2.4 million of this pay¬ 
ment in Senior shares, which, 
like mdst companies in the en¬ 
gineering sector, have tum¬ 
bled in the past few months. 
Sires the summer, when they 
reached a high of 245**p, die 
shares have nearly halved in 
value. 

Mr Timms said the group 
may make more small acquisi¬ 
tions. possibly in its automo¬ 
tive division. where Senior sup¬ 
plies flexible connectors and 
other parts mainly to the 
American market 

He said interest cover after 
the Jet deal will stand at about 
eight times but it is unlikely 
that Senior will go below six 
times. 


BRITISH AIRWAYS has signed a purchase agreement for 59 
single-aisle Airbus aircraft The contract is the first firm order 
arising from the airline’s announcement in August that it 
would buy up to 188 A320 aircraft, making Airbus the main 
supplier of its single-aisle short-haul fleet. All will be powered 
by IAE engines. The order is the first that BA has place direct¬ 
ly with Airbus. This week. BA said that it was cutting back its 
planned increase in seat capacity next year from 8 per cent to 
2 per cent asthe world economic slowdown hits air travel. 


SB to help smokers 


SMTTHKLINE Beecham is to spend £12 million on the UK 
launch of its smoking cessation patches, which are to be of¬ 
fered with specially tailored advice for each smoker who uses 
them. The nicotine replacement patches, which will be called 
NiQuitin CQ in the UK. will come with a free phone number 
that will allow customers to give details of their smoking hab¬ 
its to SmithKline Beecham. After analysing the information, 
the healthcare company will within 48 hours despatch a “be¬ 
havioural support plan" to give the most appropriate advice. 


UK mergers fall back 


TOTAL UK mergers and acquisitions activity fell back sharp¬ 
ly in the third quarter of this year, at £125 billion, compared 
with £195 billion in the preceding quarter, yesterday's official 
figures showed. The component that slowed the most was do¬ 
mestic acquisitions by UK companies, which fell from £11.9 
billion in the second quarter to £5.7 billion in the third. With 
the total number of infra-UK acquisitions remaining high, 
die figures suggested a greater number of mid- and small-cap 
deals taking place. 


Atrium Cockell deal 


Tempos, page 28 


UMECO looks 


LOMOND UNDERWRITING, the Lloyd’s company, is to 
merge with privately owned Atrium Codcell Group. Lomond 
is issuing 13.2 million new shares to the vendors of Atrium 
Cockells. valued at £25 million at the price of l94Kp at which 
the shares remain suspended. Atrium Cockell's two managed 
syndicates 570 and 609 have a capacity for the 1999 year of ac¬ 
count of about £116 million. Sir Raymond Johnstone, chair¬ 
man of Lomond, will chair the enlarged group, called Atrium 
Underwriting. Shares begin trading on December 3. 
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tO Spend £20m Ashtene expands 


BySaaedShah 



LIBckIY 


UMECO, the aerospace parts 
and service group, is seeking 
acquisitions and could spend 
up to £20 million on the right 
deal without needing to go to 
the equity market 

The company yesterday an¬ 
nounced the sale of its Fluid 
Transfer subsidiary for E7.15 
million. Ir has a £10 million 
credit line in place with bank¬ 
ers and the disposal will boost 
net cash reserves to E8 million. 

Clive Snowdon, chief execu¬ 
tive, said UMECO, which has 
just secured an 11-year con¬ 
tract to supply Rolls-Royce, is 
hoping to oondude at least one 
acquisition before March 
1999. He said that the sale of 


Fluid Transfer completed the 
reorganisation of the group. ■ 

There now remains only one 
non-aerospace business in the 
company, GRP Material Sup¬ 
plies. a glass fibre distributor. 

"There has been no slow¬ 
down in civil aviation orders 
and we expect the military side 
to pick up with the boost from 
the Eurofighter project,” Mr 
Snowdon said. 

Pre-tax profit for the six 
months to September 30 was 
up 33 pCT cent from last time at 
£2.7 million, with turnover 17 
per cent higher at £26.7 mil¬ 
lion. Earnings per share were 
IZOp (9.7p) and the interim div¬ 
idend is 2.4p (2.1p). 


ASHTENE HOLDINGS, the property investment company 
specialising in the industrial sector, has acquired four addi¬ 
tional industrial estates in the Midlands for £55 million, 
showing an initial yield of 115 per cent Three properties in 
Derby, Nottingham and West Bromwich were acquired from 
1M Properties for £4.7 million and a property in Brackley, 
Northamptonshire, was acquired from the receivers of LPA, 
Last month, Ashtene also completed six disposals, raising 
LL2 million. 6 


Columbus purchase 


COLUMBUS GROUP, the provider of information to busi¬ 
ness and the consumer sector, is buying EFM Publishing, 
pu blisher of European Fund Manager magazi ne, for a profit- 
related consideration of up to £2 million. The magazine was 
founded in January 19% and is distributed to 9.000 fund man¬ 
agers and investment institutions in 20 countries. EFM 
earned pre-tax profits of £141,000 on turnover of £752,000 in 
the year to January 31. 
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demand high bandwidth and absolute 
. -lability from their telecoms supplier. 
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Nissan in red 
as Japanese 
car sales slump 


From Robert Whymant in Tokyo 


NISSAN announced a net loss 
of 31551billion yen (£159.6 mil¬ 
lion) for the half-year to the 
end of September and said 
that it expected a consolidated 
net loss of Y30 billion for the 
foil year. 

Japan’s second-biggest car 
manufacturer, which had pre¬ 
viously forecast that it would 
break even, said that a severe 
slump in domestic car sales 
and large appraisal losses on 
securities holdings would 
bring about its sixth consoli¬ 
dated net loss in seven years. 

Rrst : half sales fell 77 per 
cent with domestic sales down 
11.8 per cent and exports slid¬ 
ing 3.6 per cent 

Nissan’s performance in 
Europe provided a shaft of 
light in an otherwise bleak 
picture. The company project¬ 
ed a Y5 billion profit for the 
full fiscal year from its opera¬ 
tions in Europie. including 
plants in the UK and Spain. 

But officials declined to give 


a breakdown for each of its 
manufacturing and sales 
operations, and would not say 
how a drastic restructuring 
and cost-cutting drive might 
affect the Sunderland plant or 
individual operations m 
Europe. 

Nissan said that it had low- 
CT'pd its forecast for domestic 
and overseas vehicle produc¬ 
tion. It now expected a Y5 biF 
lion loss in America, com¬ 
pared with an initial break¬ 
even forecast. Nissan expects a 
Y10 billion loss in Mexico due 
in large part to the peso’s slide 
against the dollar. 

Hit by the fall in Japanese 
share prices, Nissan said it 
suffered an appraisal loss of 
Y76 billion on its securities 
holdings. 

Kanemitsu Anraku. manag¬ 
ing director, emphasised that 
the company would step up 
aggressive efforts to trim costs, 
cut debts and reduce the 
number of models. 


He said: “The situation has 
grown more severe, and well 
have to consider additional 
steps if our reform plans are 
insufficient.” 

In its large-scale restructur¬ 
ing programme, Nissan has 
sold oft pan of its Tokyo head¬ 
quarters. shed assets includ¬ 
ing an advertising subsidiary, 
and has embarked on reduc¬ 
ing the number of models and 
vehicle platforms. The compa¬ 
ny hopes to reduce its debts, 
which currently stand at 
Y3.900 billion, by about Y400 
billion during tte current 
financial year. 

Nissan’s range is widely 
seen as unexciting, and 
financial constraints have 
hindered developiment of 
completely new models. The 
result is that Nissan has 
suffered more than its princi¬ 
pal rivals Toyota and Honda 
from Japan's worsening reces¬ 
sion and consumers' deep 
reluctance to spend. 
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John Morgan says Porvair suffered difficult trading conditions in the third quarter and a restructuring plan is now in place 

Porvair shares slide as loss looms 


SHARES of POrvair fell 111Kp yesterday 
after the manufacturer of microporous 

materials said it expected to incur a 
pre-tax loss in the current year (Martin 
Barrow writes). 

John Morgan, chairman, said the com¬ 
pany had experienced difficult trading 
across many of its activities in the third 
quarter of the year, which normally ac¬ 
counts for more than SO per cent of an¬ 
nual profits on some 30 per cent of sales. 

As a result, group turnover in the year 
to the end of this month was now expect¬ 


ed to be 10 per cent lower than in 1997. A 
number of restructuring measures are 
now being implemented, giving rise to an 
exceptional charge of £3 million, plung¬ 
ing die company into the red. In 1997 Por¬ 
vair earned pre-tax profits of £<L8 million. 

Porvair has suffered from weak export 
demand due to the strong pound. Some 
80 per cent of the group’s UK production 
is sold overseas. 

The distribution businesses of Porvair 
Fabrics. Socks and Pcrmair Leathers will 
incur losses of more than £2 million. 


Sales from filtration and footwear have 
been hard hit and Porvair Ceramics has 
seen orders postponed until next year. 

Cost-cutting measures will indude a 14 
per cent reduction in the workforce, with 
some loss-making businesses closed and 
marginal product lines discontinued. 

Yesterday’s share price fall saw £28.68 
million wiped off Porvair’s market value 
to around £33 mill km. Mr Morgan said: 
“Core businesses remain profitable in 
these difficult times. Cashflow is strong. 
Trading prospects for 1999 are good.” 


Oftel cuts 
back in 
drive for 
flexibility 

By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE TELECOMS watchdog 
has overhauled the way it 
operates in order to respond 
more speedily to business and 
customers. 

The shake-up has cut the 
key departments in the organi¬ 
sation from ten to two. David 
Edmonds, the telecoms regula¬ 
tor. said that would enable a 
more flexible response to com¬ 
munication companies seek¬ 
ing guidance and to customers 
making complaints. 

While Oftel has been 
praised in the past for its 
decision-making. It has been 
criticised for the length of time 
it has taken to make judg¬ 
ments. This has been seen as 
problematic for such a quickly 
developing industry. 

Mr Edmonds implemented 
the changes after being ques¬ 
tioned by die Public Accounts 
Committee, the parliamentary 
spending watchdog. 

Oftel is to have its funding 
increased by the Treasury 
from £105 million ro £11.7 mil¬ 
lion to pay for extra resources. 


Espresso bar ; 
chain to steam 
ahead with 
expansion plan 

By Dominic Walsh 


SHARES in Coffee Republic, 
the espresso bar chain, frothed 
30 per cent higher yesterday 
as the AIM-listed group un¬ 
veiled better than expected 
maiden half-year results. 

Turnover for the six months 
to September 30 soared from 
£600.000 to £1.9 million al¬ 
though losses reached 
£700,000 due to rapid expan¬ 
sion allied to a conservative ac¬ 
counting polity on opening ex¬ 
penses. However, this was 
ahead of broker forecasts of 
about E85&000 at the time of 
die group's listing 12 months 
ago. It joined the market 
through a reverse takeover of 
Arion Properties. 

Uke-fbr-like sales grew by 
an impressive 24 per cent and 
the shares, which had dived 
from a high in March of 27p 
on fears of an economic slow¬ 
down, rose 3p higher to 13p. 

Since March the group has 
more .than doubled in size 
from 11 stores to 25 — its 25th 
opens in York on Friday — 
and it expects to have about 35 


by next spring. The company 
does not disclose capital ex¬ 
penditure levels, but new 
stores are thought to cost an av¬ 
erage of about £150.000. 

Bobby Hashemi. managing 
director of Coffee Republic, 
said the company was “right 
on schedule” with its develop¬ 
ment programme and was see¬ 
ing no sign of any slowdown 
in sales. “I’m not saying we’re 
recession-proof, but our aver¬ 
age spend, ai south of £250 a 
head, clearly puts us in a com¬ 
fortable position vis-d-vis oth¬ 
er retailers. We are a small 
ticket item.” 

He said that signs of a sof¬ 
tening in property prices were 
also benefiting its expansion 
programme, particularly in 
London where most of its new 
stores are planned. 

However, it is also consider¬ 
ing opportunities in Birming¬ 
ham. Liverpool, Leeds and 
Manchester. “At this stage we 
have enough cash to last us un¬ 
til next summer," said Mr 
Hashemi. 


Ryanair profits 
up 24% as new 
routes take off 


By Saaed Shah 


RYANAIR, Ireland’s cut-price 
airline, yesterday said record 
first-half figures for passenger 
traffic, revenues and profits 
reflected the successful launch 
of six new routes from London 

TO Europe. 

The company announced a 
24 per cent rise in pre-tax pro¬ 
fits in the six months to Sept¬ 



ember 30 at lr £29-38 million 
(£26.71 mi llion). on turnover of 
Ir£130.46 million, against •• 
Ir£96.90 million last time. 
Earnings were lrl3.75p a 
share, up from lrll.84p. 

Michael O’Leary, chief exec¬ 
utive. said he was optimistic 
about the rest of the financial 
year despite the intense com¬ 
petition at the low fare end of 
the market. 

He said that the success of 
the new routes, which had 
been profitable since their 
launch, showed that the com¬ 
pany was “taking low fare 
competition to BA. SAS. Alita¬ 
lia and Air France". 

Mr O’Leary said Ryanair , 
was concerned that the lack of 
consumer confidence in the 
UK may hit demand. But he _ 
added: “Ryanair is well posi¬ 
tioned with substantial cash.;a 
strong balance sheet and the 
lowest cost base which will 
enable it to withstand any 
short-term downturns.” 


Record sales send 

Wal-Mart past $lbn 


the 

retailer, 
s that 
net 
billion 
for the 
w. 

■aror of 
Sam’s 
eported 
n. or 45 
17.4 per 
, a \n»ar 


ago.Third-quarter sales nwe 
16.4 per cent to a record 

billion from $287 billion. 

At the end of Octoter the 

company had 1,863 Wal-Mart 

stores. 543 SupercenErs. a™! 
450 Sam’s Clubs m the US 
The group has more than 
600 operations iniemanonal- 

lv Worldwide, the company 
employs almost 900.M0 peo- 
pie, of which 780.000 are 
based in the US. 
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A truly open market One in which your business profits from improved treasury management. 
From optimised cashflow, reduced financial costs and the facility to move funds rapidly 
across borders. Call 0800 535 354. And bienvenue to a better way to bank in Europe. 



Some telephone conversations tnpy be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 
www.etap.barclays.co.uk 
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BUILDING MATERIALS 
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5.4 102 
7.1 211 

105 61 
17 61 


77b 

14k 

24 

l» 

14031 

117b 

143 

103b 

276 

3b 


372 

570 


320 «- 16b 61 199 


54 - I 

n + 

11 . . 
iZfb- 1 
US - w 
77 

90b . . 
71b ... 

132 - 
1 

151b- 'i 
7b ... 

102-8 
B3b .. 
440 - ■: 

60b 

198b- 3 ' 
390 - 13 


41 9? 
66 575 
.. 115 

40 60 
*0 117 

.. 79 14 

. 67 10J 

.. 64 62 

4 75 65 

V54 ' 

.. 18 
6 69 11, 

70 03 
b 13 127 
.. 72 59 
3 23 161 

41 115 


CHEMICALS 


J9lb 

T42b 

110 

100 


342b 

1340 

296 

229b 

489 


B AfeJ0U«Wf 

77b Ante tad 

MvAnAalaGp 
_4T.AMQM& 
3153b SXB'.BASHJU 
1109 6B0 BOC 
581 JltbBTP 
26b, 10 BmClcm 
3221b 2inBbBw0M50 
ID*. 137bBtooden 
126 77b Ben Oenul 

197': ft Ufa 
754 BuiUfeCMtT 

148bCjB*0 W 
155 CdTTaOniaor 
2M Qoda 
370b 3B’.-0aefc» 

ITS 77bB«icnia1 
313b IGfrBsSCml 
78b 53bbMCUoa 
94b 38bH**a*n 
3216b 2096 '.HohM 
1344 412 H3 

340 189 tastK 

193-- BT.Ktai 
bsov 396'.-Laponet 
75 26 Mb Wan 

35 it ifewna 

380 125 PWHt 

Z31 HBbSapa 
2157. 1437b TBKB CtaP 
248 115 I0C8B 

480 WUnMmRI 
too Ycrts&o 
aoSbUPsCawr 


128 

78b 

58 

22B3>.- 

B50 


- 3 II 68 
. . 66 108 
. . 29 110 
... \A 85 
78b 12 ... 

2 41 no 
417 - 9b 67 167 
13 - b 125 46 
2318b- 75 26 ... 
in - 5 21 12.1 
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CONSTRUCTION 


58b 

375 

480 


46 

341 

335 


19b MI Ml 
220 MOOT 
293b A) 6* 

2!7b 114 Mart 
075 400 Anvj 

SO 130 AmtnsSpBSt 
296b iiTb «wad 
40b asbAwnydft 
26b Bans 
IS5bBaraa tool 
128 Bona] 

401b 22T:MlMy 
95’- 46bBw&*7 
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u 
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DISTRIBUTORS 
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28 
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« 
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Equities mark time 
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DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIALS 
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ELECTRICITY 
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ELECTRONIC & ELECT 
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IP. 

14 

144b 

65 - V 
432'.- IP. 
271b- T 
Mb- 1 
711 - b 
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TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s dose* but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend- Changes, yields and 
price/earnings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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WARNING 

Bank charges can seriously 
damage your wealth. 


For a current account that preserves your wealth call 
us on 0500 30 20 11, quoting FP71, pop into your local 
branch or visit our website at wwwjnatioiiwidexo.iik 

It pays to decide... 


^Nationwide. 


The World's No.1 Building Society 
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152b- 7b. . .. 

240 ... 20 283 

Cft .. . 10 ... 

1090 ... 1.7 24 2 

3E2V+ 5b 44 184 
MS - 15b 18 582 
1817% . 15 180 

4ft ... 10 70 

5Eb- 1 . 

20 250 
43 80 
Bb .. 28 110 
» 02... 
17% . 71 83 

P. . 87 


SHORTS (under 5 yean) 


HUB? 

704.1* 

102.63 

10601 

10408 

9308 

1084 

105JE 

10506 

HD04 

11403 

11032 

M50B 


H0M 

10817 

10047 

HE.H 

HUS 
9884 
miia 
1820 
VRS, 
19191 
11001 
107II 
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TtUirAIW 

Emm ism 

imMiW 

En* 12%% 1999 

ItallMIM 

T«l 6H999 

cm WA 1980 

tenan 

Tfaunzou 

luMan 

minimi 
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mo 7* zom 


MBHUMS (5 to 15 years) 


10714 
11892 
ilia 
1374 
11441 
9898 
12405 
III 19 
12203 
12515 
134M 
11905 
11808 
11003 


101.42 
111.19 
10858 
11544 
11880 
981/ 
110S3 
10104 
11105 
11701 
12/a 

10709 

K»37 

10495 


Tranac 
thus ftt 2002 
Turin 2003 
Tress 101 2003 
feus 11%12001-04 
Frtld 3*.S 19BM4 
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Iiuiftl20M 
TUB PA 2005 
Coe* 9bl 2006 
IlUS 12V12DDWB 
1rsjs7via*6 
TrtBMZOlB 
HeBBAMOT-OG 


nasooo 

U0.1715 

100405 

HE.15BS 

1021772) 

BB01 

I6428B7 

1040824 

105.1541 

1032024 

1118508 

NS8594 

1049370 


108113 
118321 
1M089 
1287BS 
1111321 
970585 
1222ME 
1092500 
120.4112 
1217617 
1326148 
116230 
1171079 
1095383 


-00188 

+00931 

+00171 

+002/9 

+00565 

+00641 

+0093 

+01440 

+00928 

+01312 

+81511 

+02015 


+42339 

+42101 

+4XCT 

+0322 

+21800 

+23567 

+83646 

+04565 

+04571 

+03009 

+8003 

+05180 

+ 00/00 


70S 

1109 

845 

1109 

1828 

800 

803 

865 

701 

814 

1104 

812 

8C7 


860 

Ifi 

7.14 

838 

1817 

109 

7J7 

618 

706 

768 

841 

ee 

862 

730 


70S 
6/0 
a an 
521 
634 
208 
508 
572 
5J* 
572 
550 
040 
545 


top La* Comer 


Hn 
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FS 



249 

MTV 

44EV 

337b 

IP.- 

m 

OP, 

1220 

IIS'* 

730 

nu 

180 

8X 

577 

22% 

847 

5M 

rev 

79b 

145% 

270 


suras & 

Z7r.tae.CeaM 35ft 



Si% Oorts 

43) tato 

96% Sards 
EOt 1 ! Seel lied 
375 SOB AM 
6vSeemKifi 
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3B7%Saaaan 
n tauaibb 
37% lass 

rebfcfertetan 

_ MU MattaCp 

269% Sftltnpar 
1030 ll7ftr . 

573 397 Duty 

M5 ID iniv 
S33 509 DrttodHe 

Of. 0%ua 
1Z7b G9VVIH 
480 280 m 
205 


:ca 


3675 2275 AngAaCaB 
355J'. i465VAagAa 
3358% 1931% Ang An Cold 
97i'. EMbAagtoAuPW 
3B43V 204ft MgfaMF 
22V 13% Kaffir < 

31% 16b«BUfa 
545V HP.ASau 
fiGv ?PWbttoo 
112 IPiAeasal 
107b BBVJ 
35 28% 

2D*. 5% 

29P. I30bt_ 

50 20 CaaMxtam 

tmv resvDeBees 
Off. 199 Dnebrten 
225% a Oman 
18% HT.E toad Hap 
Z7T: MlbEnOnBCI 
71% 17 fSoc 
1171% 512VGFS4 
14P. 85V Gem 
4i livtoeartkR A 
358% lift) 

BOO 
13b 


4A ru 
17 121 
10 10 
27 70 
30 ISA 
50 91 
1.9 140 

26 14 
« - b 10 81 

■?<?>+ 7b 31 182 

II . . 91 . 

IQS 26 270 

- 3 41 180 

.- 14*. U 250 

- 15% 0* 

27 180 

26 3.1 

24 14.7 
21 44 
30 540 

27 220 

m%+ ?* 12 154 

40 110 
26 1/6 

40 1*M 
K 120 
15 46 

L4 2> 'o 
20 154 
20 170 
Mit'.- S3 1 . 13 302 
<61 17 118 

181 ... 41 IU 

640 + 11 35 151 

111 . 84 T60 

78 76 SO 

332%+ ir, 87 «0 
173% ... IO 275 


3462%-118V 40 
1937 b- 9ft 42 80 
2087b—IIP. 48 28T 
837b- 1ft 30 70 


61 165 
?4S 


20 19A 
40 


45 107 
42 BO 


htonwa 
443>.hta]Rl 
P/KeeanRes 


33*. II 
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42 

1175 

137 

73b 


SO_ 
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24*.IUI 
5lft Maun 
65 Hneaofa 
34bihmuniir 
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88 tSbPtoaUgTn 

IflbHGC 

56bRJBt 
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77’. F 


2B6?b- 68V 
Ift- 
22 

591 - 
30%- 
23 - 
141b- 
26% 

7b+ b 
159 + 1'. .. . 
28b- i . . 

937%- 16% 30 Ml 
3M%- 28% 30 101 
170b- 1ft 

11b- b. 

1G5 + l 182 72 

iim+ *ft 2i 
rev- Ml U 
14 - b 
2EP.- 17b 
659%- 21% 06 84 
9V .. 

20V+ 1 

39 64 110 

r.+ b .. 

Jib- V 3D 
9M%- 5ft 30 112 
110 44 

a - IV 41 17.4 

?. 46 no 


in 

i/a 

29b 

19P. 

121b 


0 . 

4b 290 


871 

ft 

31 


2S%(kunenU» 

535 HtoTtoae 


530 

574b RIO toll Ud 
2% Si Bam* 

_ IMbaifekn 
2KP. 135 Sutah 
i30v SObSUnPxrtc 
23-. 150% me 
27 ftWfatfeCalZ 
67b 20%«tatol 
44 J 316 Watt Bbtet 
ie 83 2artuCuiu 


115-.- 

llb 

iaft- 
K%- 
Sb 

155V- 
30% .. 

reft- 12b O M.4 
771b- 34>. 40 160 

3 . 

ITDb— ft IBS 27 


It. . 
67'.+ 
2Dft- 
P.- 
22 

316 + 

90 - 


Bb 51 82 

Bb 22 284 
'. 60 70 


70 91 


OIL & GAS 


2?1b IS AUMtoqi 
27% itbAManeeRei 
27% Anna 
40>.Au0it6a 
tbAtaPd 
102 ft Bonetj 
265 BGt 
?j8bftPiinrtmii 
lb DbBiUimuca 
IBft laftafeiEmgy 
125 mDatan 
JBbBfeta 

ft Carta to 
iVDeraM 
17 DrtaaaOe 
12b &h 08 A Gs 
5%EduxH Emu 
317 Enupta 
4bFatn 
maoi 
6 JBaCQrt & Gas 
IU fflCAOilKk 
145 LASU0 

22 % tans (fas 
SftMartuert 
3118V 198ft Neat H|*a 
133 1 . 69 HSrtdi 
58 1/bPMlhite 
SP. 24 pam 
54b 21 Plum 
449 314 Ruga 
351ft 259ft toindiR 
5143V 258ft Seftataaa 
499% 312 M 
37V. KjbSOCOWI 
8187% 5646b TcB 
33?, 147b S3. 


64b 

77 

27% 

430 

411 

972 


SB 
14b 
22b 
72b 
38b 
18 
597 
14b 
29ft 159b F 
47% 

430 
m 
42b 
83 


173b + 
13 
28 
48V+ 
Sb 

221 * 
402 - 
882 - 
0V 
1Mb 
117 + 
47 + 
ft 
ft 
19 
13 
a 

380 - 
4b 

188 + 
10% 
220 - 
172V- 
23 
45b 


Zb 20 M2 


1 11 140 


3b 10 71.4 

8 16 


•ft.:: 

TV . . 


57.1 


580 


a 


20 

13 77.1 

21 

07 .. 


5 22 19.8 

5 10 

.. MJ 

. 180 

230Gb- 68% 28 117 
90V- lb 
» ... 

27% ... 

23V . . 

389b - 5b 
2733V- 50 
331ft-131b 
346 -5 
«b- 1 . . 
7212b- 4ft 20 
195 . 


12 70 
... 7.4 

17 190 
14 
10 195 
140 


OTHER FINANCIAL 


134 M AdertoenAssa 
775 ZlftMNEXUr 
2» 120SBWD 
Hb 40bBuyBUMt 
2S3 WO BafacMrw 
470 345 ftirtnnttta 

975 628 cmedorta 
4500 MI Comnat 
683 356% Cartes 

57% 37bCfeMa 
933 Cksaftoa 

BIZ 1*7 EFM 
M7% 165 EmStofat 
42b IftFbUmmt 


100%+ b 50 380 
438 - 15 10 224 

211 . . 12 127 

4E-, ... 82 

215 - 5 ... 

360 ... 30 102 

723V+ 28b 15 215 
3100 ... 10 47 

619 - Bb 21 213 
40 ... 42 90 

533 - 19b 31 14.1 
SBBb- 10% 117 85 
ZJZ% ... 05 Z8fl 

33%+ 2E 111 


219% 102 % Frtuds Imy SB* 1<1b- 1 60 144 


488b 243 find 
272b KSbHbcMCndt 
S', 20 Uomtt 
228 145 onmertCa 

177% Sfi'^jantov Sue 

164b 95bJoOutoRrt 

£45 5M tanoidj 
61ft 433 ItafefaB 
476b 87 JjUHrttag 
280b 154bludutolc 
10) 92 ImScatt 

373 737. Ifi* HI A F 

1345 8B7VMAG 
2S3 IMbFtortta 
4537b 2195 Fopetort 
1096 BE PTOrtta 
647b 3£7btotaKBB 
68% 4?. Am Mm 
B5 CftBuUMlmt 
107% 44 SCBort 

392 238 E&Ut 

7075 B3I XcOnrtm 
1775 650 SdnmesW 

795 532bSKto8U 
IB5% sa aagalfw 
87% 44b loot Lm 
ft ?. Tito to» 

40V SblMan 

01 ISbUmies GrpT 

4*2% sibwmai 


215 

B7 

100 

532% 

488b 


310 + 22% 60 82 
242%+ 3 ID 180 
24 - 1 30 . . 

.. 26 111 
Tb 80 60 
.. 10 
40 285 
.. 4.7 312 

108-lft 14.1 17 
1*2% ... 80 60 
123% ... 15 2IA 
307% ... 40 122 
1455 - 02b 17 217 
153% ... 23 11 

2822b- 1?, 11 170 
0(5 - W 20 250 
515 
44 


+ »■• 

SO ... 

287 + 12 
1150-3* 
965 + 5 

mo 

98b- 4b 
46 - lb 

ft ... 

Mb ... 

80 


10 17.1 
10 75 
40 1JJ 
120 129 
21 2D 
10 1BJ 
20 189 
49 119 
7.1 80 


PHARMACEUTICALS 


237%+ 17b 
4Z7b+ 13b . 
328 + ft . 



LONGS (over 15 yean) 


11843 
14124 
153. M 
15821 


11850 
1184$ 
127 J6 
12103 


UN0ATH) 


?7n 

5104 

8201 


■ana 

2848 
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Mitn2m3 
TtaiH2015 
toU PA 2017 
If 1% 3021 


NvUiPA 
Iron 2%V 
14% 


130151 
100578 
11&7217 
1310891 
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11UW 
138035 

mom 
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1S.84B2 


1309127 

048734 

1481774 

1420148 


783829 

482714 

779500 
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mm 

2Z706 

MB 10 

21171 

18427 

20271 

20872 

17275 

17008 


19471 

IEL3I 

12(38 

20654 

16706 

19508 

16.40 

17508 

1/021 

HC0* 

HUS 


r«L2va2om 

lNa>L2bt200B 

TnasLft%20M 

TmL25200B 
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tasL?A 2011 

Dm L ?A 2018 
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TnB L Zbfi ZQZO 

TouLiMiOM 

IkbL 4%% 2030 


2054631 

2058818 

1326387 

2270582 

2089231 

2197ta 

1WBS 

2027114 

208/176 

1727617 

1/8(838 


+02101 
155702 
+00912 
+00038 
+0JSH 

+0J827 

+0929 
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+05436 

+07MI 


+88064 
+099*1 
+1.1900 
+129B2 


+10008 

+07DE9 
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+8 HOO 
+0T733 
+61753 
♦02974 
+037® 
+0441B 
+80442 
+03S94 
♦04119 
+02387 

+ojire 


UE fiJO 
846 897 
621 404 
607 499 
504 408 
581 isa 
6 S 5 J3t 
647 583 
521 490 
517 507 


511 502 

593 495 

593 405 

501 407 


497 

587 

519 

5« 3% 


221 271 

222 248 

215 235 

222 236 

226 23/ 

229 236 

M9 237 

226 204 

26/ 239 

222 226 

219 2M 
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Uta Crtfeuy 


Pita 

« *1- 


W 

* PK 


Mi evctaftta 
705 JObCOau 
am tin flknM 
3Cb IB2b6etoM) 

3*9% HBbCHooUa 
W 54bMLUutaki 
185 7/bMaua 
2GB 42b(MniUahnBi 
310 75 PtsKfcfta* 

iHv (TbPitarton 

51ft nibfbaUies 

8P. 31 RatafiM 

73 — “ 

181% 

394% 

0® 

IIEP. 


l a S89 
86 88 


b ... 
1 40 

4 .. 


58 


®%Qua»NBm 

S3 Scuts 

285% sum Plum 

42%SHPfenu 
S3B%suntaKt 
3+ H top to be 
jSP+ I77blfintart 
>82 ftttmndBta 

to sTSST” 

2850 1735 


223 
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33b+ 

MSS - 

Sft 

2*7b 
60 - 
lift- 
71V+ 

112b . 

ISO . 

410 + ft . . 

05 + b ... 

44b 70 

55 . 

122b- ft. 

C4b+ 11b. 

65b- ?, . .. 

718+6 16 359 

02 - b. 

205 . 

3 .... 

43b . 

2290 + U 21 288 
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PRINTING & PAPER 


545 zre API 

JLisr 

3571b IBM. Bata Ife 

ERF* 



115b 59 ACedln 
190 114 Asm 
36b ZlbfettparGfP 
1E9% 125% Ashfaaie MOcT 
27B 1 , lUVBaowl 
310 ISC, Bawl 
M8b 144 Brtlfe 
6b ib Baton to 

64 33%BuroeEndt 
322% 283% Badou 
825 «1 BrLtat 
256 lGBbSnant 
132 BTbBrttaie 
M9 S3 aSMdBt 
31B-. 155%C»*Spdt 
460 3a%Cu3nCto 
355b MftCMrtnil) 

13b 5% bam ton 

4Mb 232%oScia 
£87% 387 Cfcsss&irl 
37 ISvOctaH 
166% 88barMta 
53b ITbOytoEss 
107 72 Ctauedla 

Mb TBbOCftOKt 
264b 184%Cmpm 
1710 1065 Bsej» 

21 ftO+d EdOB 

Q6b eo-.-DeueOaTm 
tab nbOetaa? Erne 
232% HCbDaicaa 
598 395 DmtaMta 

355 212b DMfepHM SBC 

440 ‘Sggsr 

/PiErtKOILeeM 
38S Rata Ofi 
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54bFaauan«wt 
358bFtmnarot 
9 Gofintadtw 
29 Oaegi 
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Sfflb is totaeda 
251% iMbBeicoei 
537% SSTbltommont 
33b l/’ittonrtaaTKs: 
6B?. 490 IWcmto 

SO 24b)fenavtat 
130% 48 Hi land 
352 200 Joan 
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17Gb 

4ft 

71b 

71b 
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10 
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1.4 ?1S 
37 187 
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» X 


Ib tarns to 


«-■ 

270 . 

147%- 


+ 15 


»- lb 


3P. nviaal Atone 
141b 107% In* Mac* Sac 
Esa mi i«rc 
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97% 57% Hamto Ma 

iSb^SI 
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183 178 MaCUnr |A*J) 

113% 129% HP 
« 31 OBI 

AM 

& 

r Sba 

M2-, IJObAtaEsIt 
Bib GDbSMakenPlp 
73 SbtorUkBda 
«*9 MbSOIls 

113 re a n Mm 

245 164 SMestoY 

414% 277bStart) torts 
287% 234b taailS 
130'. 87 n 
203 1 , tUVTapsEsb 
118 KbTauCcm 
irn% 73% UX und 
278% 8B%Wana 
263 233 Wantort 

IIP. 68% HUB 
(SJb 3®bUhrtamQp 


RETAILERS. FOOD 
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!*- 2 


227*. 1® ASUPup 
*1 55% Eton 

60% si>.a*yFfaakei 
212b 157 Faaak 
iB4 m Mac 
2707b 1995 dews 
261 119 fcatoad Grant 
303% 227bMontaai(«l) 
GO 38 Park toop 
407V 259 Srttouy 
Ka% 37D Srtatuyat 
484 20T,SaaiafleH 
338 J94bT A SSknaf 
208 150 Tucar 

293% I57btortemt 
OS 160 MmoeBPtng 


im%- 
63b 
72V + 
181% 
114 

»12b+ 
226 + 
m - 
45% 
267% 
538 - 
4*3% 
27G 

178 + 
212 + 
213% 


3% 2/ 156 
.. 81 117 

H. 133 
... 4.1 110 

. . 23 110 

75 10 200 

1ft 88 130 
2b 89 282 
. . 82 164 
... 81 121 
• 30 if* 

5 82 141 

... 40 143 

2% 28 200 
3b 80 150 
. 112 00 


RETAILERS. GENERAL 


«N 

303% 

ret 

no 

MS 

41b 

ZIEb 

172b 

19ft 

ISb 

49ft 

MG 

1095 

84b 

460 

595 

432b 

147b 

432% 

JB7% 

433 

em 

BP. 

ft 

70b 


225 Adi Gradl* 
175b Alton 
92% Atom 
3*b Aflled Capeet 
197 Mono ton 

12 Aatoftm 
B7b Auto Itoedt 

115% Be* 

147% Bee* in 
BftBoUB 
174b BbcU Ufa 

3Mhm* A Jacket 
210 Bnoi« 
173bCta*qni 
261 Quoi 
e%Cs*A Carter 

l!>;Carty6diS 

347%D*mRm» 

lGZbOSFnafii+t 

276%r 
459 t 
45% Heel 
3 ERA t 
llbEsai 
107 Frttudkta 
109 FtaeAn Dor 
129 RrtegFfaMU 
74bFamkft 
275 Frauacam 


280 
215 
UB 
52 - 
2*3b- 
14b 
10ft- 
115b 
Ifib 
77b- 


48 180 

1L6 


.. 108 
7b 18* 
5b 53 

Ib 80 
. S3 

87 

1 80 


50 
65 
80 

50 
70 
91 
87 
83 
70 100 
80 284 
. . 136 
84 140 
140 12 
70 70 
3-0 12-3 
10 150 
2D ran 
90 21 



271 b+ 17b 27 
97% - 3 
9GB + : 

74 + Z 
285 

« - 4 

287b .. 
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ISBb . 

267b . 

201 ... __ ... 

3/5 - 2b 30 143 
27 180 
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. . 20 
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80 104 
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54 9 7 
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ft 84 80 
60 70 
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27 174 
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547 + 

1» . 

2ft . 

35 170 51 
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142+1 54 21 

158b- 1 4-0 127 
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139 + 2 70 93 

10b. 

145 - M 114 09 
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/IV ... 81 55 

2?.- b. 
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/4b- 4b 120 TJ 
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3V 2 WOO 6 Seta 
3Sft tfiovmdta 
373% 236b WfBik 



. 20 88 
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M?» ZSbOartoflsSys 69%- 

459% 2/D DacSciw 340 - 
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SB% UB Loon 
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751 no 
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168 BZbklKGD 121 12 243 

446 iSlVNouAegRa 210 ... 26 100 

E5 31 Wn 41b . 40 05 
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B52b 381 tort 4Mb+ 1 1.7 170 

395 240 Fvo& 335 28 ME 

209 I® Put 214 + 2b 10 7.1 

404 151 ROOta 381'.- lb 22 387 

48*: 17bFtuN 23b . 

54b II Ftaatart 22b- lb 4 2 47 

247% U7bBC0 151b- 2b 124 270 
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82*, ZV 

M0 5)1 

151% 75% 

193 9? 
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4/4 265 

Z31b 15?, _ 

576 225 floDoi WUtc 

5M 220 (UtaAWaa 2» ... 

Mf, lSTbflotgatc 349 + » 

1*05 8S tafaGP 1340 - 75 

160 M Sanania iBv- 1 

M0 320 5ehaAep G5B - 17 

0® 339%SUaafip 498 - 4 

1447b 70S Strafe 1055 - 10 
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Glide to arts and entertainment compiled by Mart* Hargte 


LONDON 

BCXVS GODUNOV: Francesca Zam- 

beOo dtaeta a new production for B* 
ENO rf Mussorgsky's apfc pornaft ol 
Via tyrant wteaegufe caused by past 
mtsaasde plunges Mm Mo intanty. 
John Tonftnson alngs ttw tttfe rota. 
Paii Dante! condu c t s . 

Coiseum <0171-6328300?. Opens 
tnrtigM, 7-30pm. 0 . 

NH TE KANAWA: Tha rtustnous 
soprano la Joined by the Oehatra of 
the Ropd opera House and the Leute 



John Tomlinson sings 
the ENO’s new Bom 


HoBombv Tno conducted by Robto 
Stapleton in an awning of operate 
anas and poputer songs: 

Albert Hal <0171-569 8212}. Tcrtj^x. 
7.30pm B 

DANCE UMBRELLA: New Yoric 
choreographer Stephen Kopfowto 
uses the new BrBish Lbrary aa the 
setting tar Ms latest muM-meda 
evert, BabeL hcte. A fusion of dance, 
iTBjek: and aticle projeceon, Kopto- 
wttz's wortt involves 54 performers 
and takes Hie audenoa on a (ouney 
through the tartdhg'a pubte areas. 
British IJbrary {0171-3870031). 
Opens Might, 930pm.® 

ELSEWHERE 


BATH: A vtatt by the Nash Bnssmbte 
to the Uozartteat afters a ooTaurLi 
musical mMura of Mozart, Hummel. 
Sdunann and Brahms, whose Ptano 
Ousts! in Q coodudoe (fie pn>- 
orarnme. With soloist, tan Brown. 


Assembly Rooms- Toradrt, 7.30pm. 

BtRMMGHAM: Pawn JAM conducts 
the Cfly of Oln nfcigh an i S y mp ho n y 
Orchesfea. Dvorak’s Ceio Concerto, 
performadbytbaacddmBdNomeg- 
taneeMst Trots Mark, is flanked by 
works by Smetana and Starinsky. . 
Symphony Hd (0121-2123333)- 
Tontght and Nov 17,7.30pm. Q 
POOLE: Central to this evening's 
concert by tfw Bournemouth Syn* 
phony Or ch se tre conducted by 
Adam Ftachar b Mendeisaotm's Ftret 
Vlofin Concerto. Mahler'S SUnhe 
aid (he joyous Fourth Symphony 
complete the programme. 

Arts Centre (01202 685222). Tonight. 
7.30pm. Q 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jerenyy Kbtgaton's choice of theatre shoeAig in London 
U House full, ratume onty B Some euuts available □ Seen at afl prices 


□THE WPOHTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST: Touring production with 
Liza Goddard w tady Bracknef and 
Dora Ebyan as Mss Priam. 

Richmond (0181-940 0088)6 

S3 MUCH ADO ABOUT EVERY¬ 
THING: Jackie Mason's new one- 
man show brings a sharp eye and a 
cutting tongue to Ihe curra n t eca n a. 
Bet rev ie w, right 
Rteyfwuse (0171-639 4401}. ® 

□ BNO MARCHETTO: TIm man 
erfttt (he thousand shaete of pqserr 
Banning tran sfo rm at ions of the 
tamousand Mamaus. 

Lyric, WB (0181-741 8701]. fi 
■ aUDMO STAR: Jomthen 
Harvey's HJDaborough nftsmrath pley 
cornea to tha Nations. 

Cottosloe <0171-482 3000). Opens 
tonigN.7pm.Q 

□ LOVE UPON THE THRONE: The 
National Tlwatra of Swnt ta lm a u» 
through too coratanp at Chu and DL 


tntensety comical end touching. 
Comady <0171-369 1731). 

■ SIMPLY BARBRA: Homage to La 
Streisand by New York apedaSs 
SMven Brinberg. who looks and 
sounds remarkably See the tody . 
Jerrayn Street (0171-287 2875). 

□ STRANDED: Scartet Theatre's 
devised place based on Ugo Beefs 
best-known play about three woman 
and a stranger, Crime on Goal Island. 
Young Me (8171-828 6363}.® 

D BRITANNICUS: DtanaTOgg and 
Toby Stephana play the appeflfog 
Agrfo- pine anti bar Im p erial son Nero 
In Racine's fpeat poWcel drama. 
Jonathan Kant (Bracts Robert Devid 
MacOonafdt transtatkm. 

Aibery (0171-3681730). 

□ AMADEUS: Dm** Such* plays 
SaliBri wkh MIchBel Sheen as Mawt 
si Peter Kara strongly oast 
production o( the Shelter play. 

Old Vie (0171-8287816$. 


FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


Geoff Brown’s choice of ttw latest movies 


NEW RELEASES 


ANTZ (PG): Neurotic ant finds hhnwd 
a mt ham. ingenious computer- 
g enar ai ad anhn a t km . mftfliad to Hie 
voioaa of Wloody Attn, Sharon Stone 
and Syiveatiar Staflcna. 

GIRLS TOWN (IQ: HJgtmdioot 
teenagers develop gH power. 
Asrinrard and punchy American 
independent ram. with Ufl Taylor. 
Director. Jsn McKay. 

MY NAME IS JOE (15): Reformed 
Glasgow afoohodc begins an 
awkward romance with a haadheara 
worker, bnpaaataned manrai from 
dractor Kan Loach. VWh Peter Mulan 
and lotto Goodsfi. 

THE PLAYERS CLUB (IQ): Lively but 
dohevaOed We ol a single mother 
. who gats hi trouble working as a 
■Mppor. Wtfo Uea Raya: written and 
dkected by rapper burned-actor Ice 
CM* 

SNAKE EVES (IS): Nfcatoa Cage’s 
corrupt homicide cop Is faced with a 
potted aeeeninMton. Absurd thriller 
wt8» tots oftechnlcal razztodaale 
Horn dractor Brian Os ftfcna. 


CURRENT 


THE EXORCIST (18): The Devt lakes 
possession of If year old Unde 8W. 
A mflertone in movie honor, twe- 
ieased on its 258i a nniver sa ry. 

FUNNY GAMES ( 18 ); Two teenagers 
taka a hoOdaymg tamfly hostage. 
Cool, precise flutter from Austrian 
director Michael Harwfco that plays 
games w8h audience espectafiona. 

PRUARY COLORS (IQ: John 
Travolta's Presidential canddtaa runs 
kao sex acenefett. Very potthed 
paSbcal sake, outstripped by recent 
everts. WHh Emma Thompson, 
□hector, tato Nichols. 

STILL CRAZY ( IQ: A Ip ng-dBfaanded 
70s rock group attempt a comeback. 
Midly pleasant Brttsh comedy, with 
BN Nljjhy, Stephen Rea, BNy 
CornoOy, Timothy Spafl end Jimmy 
Nafl- Otrector. Brian Gfoson. 

SMALL SOLDIERS (PG): Action 
■giaes implanted with US Defence 
department cMpe gta» suburbia a 
hard 6me. fewenikra fenrty flm laced 
vrito adi4t ealke. Joa Oanto directs 
Khsten Dunst and Gregory Sntti. 






Ian McKellen as Dr Dora and Clare Higgins as Irina Aritadina are both excellent in Jude Kelly’s engrossing production of Chekhov’s The Seagull 

Take me, I’m yours 


I an McKellen has been 
telling anybody who will 
listen that he is tired of 
London. London thea¬ 
tres and London audiences; 
but on the evidence of the first 
of the three performances he is 
giving at die West Yorkshire 
Playhouse, he is not also tired 
oflife. 

Compared with Prospero 
and Garry Essendine in 
Present Laughter. which fol¬ 
low in the next three months. 
Dr Dorn is a small role, and it 
is often played as if it were less 
important than one of the 
samovars that conventionally 
litter revivals of Chekhov. But 
McKellen brings an idiosyn¬ 
cratic freshness and humour 
to the character, without giv¬ 
ing him more or less weight 
than his place in one of the 
plays two love-chains merits. 


Actually, the strength of 
Jude Kelly’s production—per¬ 
formed on a sparely furnished 
stage that runs,-tennis-court 
style, between opposing tiers 
of spectators—is that it makes 
you unusually aware of emo¬ 
tional chains whose links 
might be made of magnets fac¬ 
ing the wrong way. Hie bor¬ 
ing schoolmaster Medved- 
enko loves Masha, who loves 
Kostia, who loves' Nina, who 
loves the novelist Trigorin. 
Polina, wife of the steward of 
the Sorin estate, loves Dorn, 
who carries a bit of a torch for 
die actress Arkadina, who 
loves Trigorin.1 don't know a 
play in which Cupid is so busy 
and the victims of his arrows 
so. often frustrated. " 

Usually die casting focuses 
your attention on Arkadina 
and Trigorin. Kostia and 


THEATRE 
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Nina; and the presence of the 
excellent Clare Higgins in Kel¬ 
ly'S company ensures that this 
is still somewhat the case. But 
her Arkadina is not the egoma¬ 
niac diva of theatrical tradi¬ 
tion. True, she wears a series 
of florid dresses. True, she 
uses her actress's wiles to lure 
Trigorin beneath the dining¬ 
room tablecloth,, where prop 
trading feet and flailing bits of 
arm suggest they have full if 
flurried sex. But, far more 
than most Arkadinas, she 
leaves you feeling she adores 
him. confusedly loves the son 


she neglects, and is artlessly 
delighted by their seeming rec¬ 
onciliation at the end. 

Although he cuts a cooler, 
more intellectual figure than is 
customary, you don’t doubt 
that Will Keen's Kostia is ob¬ 
sessed with Nina and, al¬ 
though her initial feelings 
seem abnormally puppyish, 
you know by the end that 
Claudie Blakley*s Nina is ab¬ 
jectly besotted with Trigorin. 

As Trigorin himself, who 
has the luck to be in love with 
nobody. Timothy Walker lol¬ 
lops and fidgets so much you 
half-expect him to launch into 
a Scots reel; but he does sug- 
. gest that in his own way he 
shares a restlessness that ex¬ 
tends to Susie Baxter's Polina, 
whose feelings for Dom are 
only partly explained by the 
fact that, as played by Willie 


Ross, her husband is a weird 
cross between a monocled Jor- 
’ rocks and a loudmouthed Lan¬ 
cashire comedian with a pud¬ 
ding-bowl hat 
And McKellen? A slightly 
battered, over-the-hill figure in 
an old grey suit, he still has an 
eye and sometimes a kiss for 
the ladies, as well a wry. ban¬ 
tering manner that escalates 
now into a jokey wiggle of his 
body, now into a Slavic leap 
on to the prone form of some 
surprised patient. His Dom is 
warmer and kinder than most 
I have seen, and a lot funnier 
than you probably expect 
McKellen to be. A nice per¬ 
formance — and a nicely bal¬ 
anced, engrossing production. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


AS LONG as muffins and cucumber 
sandwiches are scoffed in the shires, 
Oscar Wilde's 103-year-old classic The 
Importance of Being Earnest will 
stalk our stages like an eccentric, elder¬ 
ly matron. At the Richmond Theatre in 
southwest London. Val May’s reassur¬ 
ingly old-fashioned production slots 
two intervals into Wilde’s three-act ver¬ 
sion. His simple yardstick—the plush¬ 
er the set. the more frivolous fee come¬ 
dy—works perfectly as John Worthing 
(aka Ernest) is duly roasted m Alger¬ 
non's morning room by Lady Bracknell. 

For a fleeting moment one has the im¬ 
pression that Algernon’s aunt is capa¬ 
ble of physical violence. Upholstered 


Sprightly old dear 


like a Victorian sofa and bristling with 
contempt Liza Goddard's fierce Brack¬ 
nell advances on Ernest as if she were 
going to dismember him for daring to 
propose to her daughter, Gwendoten- 
Whfle some Bracknells are measured 
by their warbles, Goddard should be 
measured for her sled. Her eerily quiet 
outrage feat Ernest should have been 
bred in a handbag is inspired as much 
by his social presumption as by the dr- 
ammances of hi s birth. 

It is also, of course, exquisitely ridicu¬ 


lous, but no more or less than fee up¬ 
per-class pretensions that Wilde so bril¬ 
liantly skewers. Ultimately, however, 
the play is far too charming for cyni¬ 
cism. Impossibly pleased with himself. 
Matthew Finney's disarming Algernon 
sets fee tone for a production that rev¬ 
els in the flippancy of every character 
feom fee pompous butler. Lane, to So¬ 
phie Millet’s spikey young ward. Ceci¬ 
ly. The piece is full of such sharp comic 
turns. Dora Bryan's ripe old govern¬ 
ess, Miss Prism, drops a wonderful lilt 


Slurring 

his 


A ccording to a newspa¬ 
per profile last week¬ 
end Jackie Mason is 
“the Bernard Manning of 
Brooklyn”. Whoever wrote 
feat has obviously never seen 
Don Rickies, a genuine master 
of the racial shir. It is true that 
Mason doles out stereotypes, 
but as 95 per cent of them are 
aimed at his fellow Jews, it is 
hard to take offence when he 
fires a shot in the direction of 
cartoon feminists. There also 
remains the fact that he can be 
extraordinarily funny. 

This time around. London is 
getting a preview of the new 
show. Much Ado About Every¬ 
thing. that he i& taking to 
Broadway. “New" being a rela¬ 
tive term, since a surprising 
number of fee gags — the dif¬ 
ference between Clinton's and 
Nixon’s lies, and fee white- 
men-can't-jump routine — are 


COMEDY 



of lechery in her voice when she de¬ 
clares to the venerable Reverend Chas¬ 
uble that ripeness can be trusted. 

Meanwhile, Robin Lermitie’s Ernest 
slopes gloomily from one piece of furni¬ 
ture to another as if this ritual might 
somehow help to change his name 
from plain old John Worthing to the Er¬ 
nest that Tracey Child’s intimidating 
Gwendolen so imperiously demands. 
It is an eye-catching performance and 
the most earnest of fee evening. But the 
real pleasure of May’s production is 
feat it remains valiantly, stylishly and 
deeply insincere. 

James Christopher 


warmed up from past perform¬ 
ances. In spite of the Shake¬ 
spearean tide and the thespi- 
an-like portrait on tire pro¬ 
gramme. Mason prefers topi¬ 
cal themes. The gays-trHhe- 
Cabinet affair provided him 
with ample material in fee 
first half of the evening, but 
you sensed that he was still 
working fee punchlines into 
shape, as if unsure of his audi¬ 
ence. The fidgety mannerisms 
and conversational tics are 
worth savouring nevertheless. 
And whenever he takes off on 
one of his riffs about Jewish in¬ 
securities, the laughter is un¬ 
stoppable. Accustomed to 
thinking of his people as physi¬ 
cal cowards, he is astonished 
by the Israeli Army: "1 thought 
they were Puerto Ricans.” 

' Much of fee humour lies in 
the subtle tone of voice. I can 
report the joke about an elder¬ 
ly Jewish John Glenn being har 
rangued by his wife — “How 
come you can't take me?" — 
but there is no way of convey¬ 
ing the wry delivery. 

The last time I saw him he 
was gleefully mopping up the 
O J. Simpson trial. The Lewin¬ 
sky case gives him an even bet¬ 
ter opening. He feigns disbe¬ 
lief: for a Jewish girl, oral sex 
is talking about a condomini¬ 
um. His contempt for Clinton 
comes through all too clearly 
at times, above all in an un¬ 
characteristically crude abor¬ 
tion joke. Tasteless? ftrhaps. 
Then again, that half-sup¬ 
pressed anger is what makes 
his shows so rewarding. 

Clive Davis 
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Wad 4 Sat rrcr 2.00 


ROYAL COURT 0171 585 5000 
cc 420 0006 paw) puke ri 
York*, SI Mvft* Lane) 

THE WBR by Conor McPherson, 
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Making 

the 

waves 

JjlLM- Sweden’s SteUanSkarsparri 
— course for international 
stardom. Carol Allen met him 
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A lthough he has been 
ac tor for more 
man 30 years. Siel- 
ian Skarsgard made 
audiences in this country sit 
up and take notice two years 
ago when he played Emily 
Waison’s paralysed husband 
in the Cannes Grand Prix win¬ 
ner Breaking the Waves “It 
was extremely claustropho¬ 
bic.” the Swedish actor remem¬ 
bers. 

' ‘“Usually I don’t sit still for 
five minutes when 1 *m filming. 
I pace back and 

forth on the set all --~ 

the day but there I 
was strapped into a 
bed and it was terri¬ 
ble.” This week 
Skarsgard suffers 
from a different on¬ 
screen disability as 
a detective on the 
trail of a murderer 
in the Norwegian 
director Erik SkoJd- 
bjaerg*s debut fea¬ 
ture Insomnia. Al¬ 
though ostensibly a 
murder mystery. _____ 
the film is really a 11 
character study of a man 
whose inner demons are 
brought to light in the Arctic 
summer of the land of the mid¬ 
night sun. 

“He’s already on his way to 
breakdown when he comes 
there.” explains Skarsgdrd. 
“The continual bright light is 
partly an image of what’s go¬ 
ing on inside him and also a 
trigger for his unbalance. Be¬ 
cause he can’t sleep, it make 
him more vulnerable and 
breaks him down faster. He’s 
trying desperately to stay in 
control, to protect his facade of 
being the perfect cop. What at¬ 
tracted me to the role was thai 


everything Wlis g 0 j n g on j n _ 

side mm and he was not let¬ 
ting anything out. He’s like a 
pressure cooker.” 

While Skarsgard did not 
himself suffer from insomnia, 
he did find working in 24-hour 
daylight an unsettling experi¬ 
ence. “It creates a certain kind 
of confusion. You rarely get 
sleepy but you do gel tired and 
your body dock gets totally 
mixed up. My kids were out 
playing at two o'clock in the 
morning.” The film was shot 

_in Skoldbjaerg's 

home town of 
Tromso which, de¬ 
spite the romantic 
image of sunlight 
on snow implicit in 
the “land of the 
midnight sun” tag. 
comes over as a 
desolate and bru¬ 
tally industrialised 
part of the world. 

“Erik’s not very 
romantic about his 
home town." says 
Skarsgdrd. “But 

_ the bleakness and 

ugliness that he 
shows in the film suit the story 
very well.” Although the film 
is made in Norwegian, Skars- 
gdfd’s character is Swedish 
and he speaks his own lan¬ 
guage. “The three languages. 
Danish. Swedish and Norwe¬ 
gian, are basically the. same. 
There are some words that are 
different and the pronuncia¬ 
tion is very different but we 
can understand each other.” 

Skarsgdrd has appeared in 
a dozen or more Swedish 
films. Some of them, such as 
Sven NykvisfS The Ox and 
Ake Sandgren’s The Sling¬ 
shot. have been widely praised 
outside his own country. But 


‘I’m 
definitely 
not a 
pin-up. I 
don’t have 
the body 9 



Busy Swede: with the Norwegian mystery Insomnia out this week, and the Hollywood thriller Rordn released next week. Breaking the Waves star SteUan Skarsg&rd is going global 


in the past few years he has 
been seen increasingly in Eng¬ 
lish-speaking roles and, in a 
similar way to fellow Swede 
Max von Sydow some 25 years 
ago. Skarsgard now seems on 
course for international screen 
fame. 

As well as Breaking the 
Waves, he was recently seen as 
the abolitionist lewis Tappan 
in Spielberg’s slave drama 
Amistad and the envious math¬ 
ematics professor in Good 
Will Hunting. He was also 
Denis Quaid’s sidekick in the 
Bosnian war drama Savior 
and the lascivious German 
businessman in Hanif Kurei- 


shi*s My Son the Fanatic. 
Next week he opens here in 
John Frankenheimer’s action 
thriller korun, in which he, 
Robert De Niro and Jean Reno 
are part of an international 
team of espionage mercenar¬ 
ies made redundant by the 
end of the Cold War, who are 
hired to steal a mysterious 
briefcase. In contrast to the in¬ 
ternalised action of Insomnia, 
Ronin is virtually non-stop ex¬ 
ternal action, with spectacular 
car chases all over France. 

“Action films are fun and 
quite refreshing if you don’t do 
them all the time, but it’s a dif¬ 
ferent technique,” Skarsgard 


explains. ‘The scenes are nev¬ 
er about the characters. You 
have to try to squeeze some 
character into a scene which is 
really about forwarding the 
plot and give the audience the 
feeling that he has other di¬ 
mensions even if he’s only 
showing one." 

F or the character he 
plays in Ronin, who 
is. he says, “totally 
mysterious and never 
explained. 1 made up this enor¬ 
mous back story which actual¬ 
ly makes him in his eyes a 
good guy. even though that 
doesn’t show in the movie”. • 


There is more action for 
Skarsgard in The Deep Blue 
Sea. afilm he made recently in 
Mexico. “1 play shark food.” 
he says dryly. “I get eaten 
about an hour into the film. 
The story is about scientists mi 
a research platform out at sea. 
who are experimenting with 
genetic tampering on sharks 
to enhance the size of their 
brains, which they think will 
provide a cure for Alzheimer^. 
But the experiments make the 
sharks get smarter. I’m the 
first scientist to be eaten." 

Skarsg&rd started acting as 
a child and at 16 starred in a 
popular Swedish television se¬ 


ries. He then joined the Royal 
Dramatic Theatre in Stock¬ 
holm. where he stayed for 16 
years. “1 learnt my craft by car- 
pang spears, going in and out 
in different wigs and false 
beards, and by emulating or 
rather stealing from older and 
more talented actors. But I 
made sure that I stole from a 
variety of actors so that no one 
could trace the theft.” 

Skarsgard is now a young- 
looking 47. tall, with slightly 
receding fair hair and warm 
blue eyes, sometimes half hid¬ 
den behind scholarly, wire- 
rimmed spectacles. He has 
been happily married for 24 


years and has six children 
ranging in age from 22 to two 
and a half, but he also has the 
sort of magnetism which turns 
female heads when he walks 
into the room. It’s a power he 
modestly denies. “1 can’t see 
myself in that light. I’m defi¬ 
nitely not a pin-up. f don’t 
have the body for it." 

As far as the possibility of in¬ 
ternational stardom is con¬ 
cerned. Skarsg&rd is laid-back 
to say the least. “I try to make 
the movies I enjoy most 1 
don’t want to be a star: 1 want 
to remain an actor.” 

• Insomnia opens on Friday: Rnn- 
in opens on Nov 20 


POP: World music’s exuberant chart-topping superstars come to London; one of Nashville’s finest comes of age; and a Seventies icon starts to show hers 
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Beanfeast for 
Zulu rhythms 


The grey’s showing R 


M onday was world 
music night on the 
South Bank with 
die centre’s three concert halls 
offering a mouth-watering 
choice of Virginia Rodrigues 
from Brazil. Orchestic Natio¬ 
nal de Barbes from north Afri¬ 
ca. and South Africa's unlikely 
chart toppers. Ladysmith 
Black Mambazo. I opted for 
die latter and if it was frustrat¬ 
ing that such fine concerts 
should clash, it was at least 
gratifying that roots music, 
still regarded as a "minority" 
interest, can sell out all three 
venues on the same evening. 

Ladysmith have had a re¬ 
markable 12 months and are 
now enjoying the greatest com¬ 
mercial success of their career. 
Although the Zulu troupe was 
formed 30 years ago. they only 
emerged on to a world stage 
when Paul Simon invited 
them to appear on his Grace- 
land album in 1985. Last year 
their a eappella yoices fea¬ 
tured in the Heinz baked 
beans' television commercial 
and the exposure resulted in a 
Top 20 single with Inkanyezi 
Sezazi. Last month they re¬ 
leased The Star and the Wise¬ 
man. a compilation of their 
best recordings from the past 
dozen vears. The album swift¬ 
ly went platinum, with only 
Phil Collins keeping their un¬ 
accompanied tribal harmo¬ 
nies from the No I spot. 

As a result this was not your 
regular world-music audience 
but a far wider cross-sectioni of 
ihe record-buying ^ public. 

Most had clearly not beard of 
Busi Mhlongo, who watrned 
them up with a dose of Zulu 
funk which will hopefully per¬ 



suade more people to investi¬ 
gate her excellent new album. 
Urbanzulu. But they cheered 
wildly as the ten-strong Lady¬ 
smith ran on stage. led by 
Joseph Shabalala. and began 
in full-on gospel mode with 
King Of Kings. 

Two further numbers on the 
theme of peace, love and un¬ 
derstanding caused a few to 
fidget but Shabalala knew ex¬ 
actly how to pace the show 
and launched intoAbdala, an 
amusing song about the gener¬ 
ation gap- They followed with 
Hello My Baby, a slice of 1950s 
doo-wop South African style, 
Shabalala’s soft voice off-set 
against the deeper tones of the 
rest of the troupe and the per¬ 
cussion provided by ditiking 
tongues and other inventive vo¬ 
cal effects. 

The limitations of an all-vo¬ 
cal group were easily sur¬ 
mounted by the sheer exuber¬ 
ance of their show but for the 
woman behind me h was too 
much of a good thing. “Why 
can’t they stop grinning and 
waving just for one song?" she 
complained. She was a lone 
voice and when the audience 
recognised Ikanyezi Nezazi 
from the Heinz advert they 
raised the roof before Home¬ 
less. the song Shabalala wrote 
for Simon, proved a fitting fi¬ 
nale to an uplifting evening. 

NIGEL 

Williamson 


T he most glamorous 
and commercially suc¬ 
cessful group to 
emerge from New York's lale- 
Seventies rock scene. Blondie 
mixed punk attitude with pop 
sensibility, brought disco and 
rap to mainstream attention, 
then dissolved in illness and 
acrimony in 1982 On Mon¬ 
day night, fielding four origi¬ 
nal members and two new re¬ 
cruits. the band’s first reunion 
tour for more than IS years 
kicked off at Wolverhampton 
Gvic Hall. Alas, they have not 
grown old gracefully. 

At 53. singer Deborah Har¬ 
ry is two years younger than 
Midt Jagger and six behind 
Tina Turner. Her glacial beau¬ 
ty and woozily sensual voice 
have both diminished, but 
only slightly. Thus it was hard¬ 
ly a question of age which 
marred her performance on 
Monday, more one of dignity. 
During Blondie’s prime, Har¬ 
ry seemed aloof and inde¬ 
structible. a post-feminist 
bridge between Marilyn M on- 
roe and Madonna. By now 
she ought to be the Catherine 
Deneuve of pop, iconic and 
untouchable. But in Wolver¬ 
hampton she behaved more 
like Jennifer Saunders in Ab¬ 
solutely Fabulous, romping 
clumsily across the stage, de¬ 
livering ever more eccentric 
shrieks and bizarre facial ex¬ 
pressions. 

In fairness, veteran Blondie 
fans could scarcely have 
wished for a more glittering 
set Aside from a few anodyne 
tasters for the band's new al¬ 
bum. No Exit, scheduled for 
release early next year, every 
song was a former chart hit or 
mudhtoved album track. 
From the saccharine sighs of 
Sundav CM to the futuristic 




melodrama of Atomic, this 
show was a persuasive re¬ 
minder that Blondie were 
once a pop singles band par 
excellence. Sadly, it also high¬ 
lighted how passionless and 
pedestrian these archive gems 
can sound in the drearily pro¬ 
saic context of a live show. 

Perhaps the chief problem 
is that Blondie were always 
more of a studio creation than 
an orthodox rode group. They 
were as much Pop Art as pop 
a highly stylised and wilfully 
synthetic product whose im¬ 
pressive run of hit singles in 
the late Seventies owed a 
heavy debt to British bubble¬ 
gum pop producer Mike 
Chapman. Inevitably, strip¬ 


ped of its studio sheen, much 
of their set creaked and 
wheezed where once it would 
have sparkled and soared. 

But Harry did the songs 
few favours either. Having re¬ 
cently carved a second career 
as a jazz singer, she intro¬ 
duced some shrill scat-rap im¬ 
provisations into the lilting 
reggae serenade The Tide Is 
High which were simply em¬ 
barrassing. She finally won 
the crowd over during the fi¬ 
nal encore of Heart Of Glass. 
a million-selling chart-topper 
back in 1979, but even this was 
more a case of warm nostal¬ 
gia than mass hysteria. It 
would be unfair to cfedare 
Blondie's reunion tour a disas¬ 
ter on the evidence of this 
shaky opening night, but it cer¬ 
tainly trashed a few fond 
memories. 

Stephen Dalton 


eviewing the New 
American Music show 
at the Albert Hall in 
1995. 1 described one of its 
stars, Trisha Yearwood. as per¬ 
haps Nashville’s best-kept in¬ 
ternational secret Despite al¬ 
ready standing tall in country 
music’s winners' circle, she 
was a specialist taste here. So 
it was a joy on Yearwood’s lai- 
est return to see that the secret 
is out 

Spirits were first warmed on 
Sunday evening by Alison 
Moorer. whose rich and sensu¬ 
al tones were heard on A Soft 
Place To Fall in the Robert 
Redford movie The Horse 
Whisperer. That and others 
from her Alabama Song al¬ 
bum made an inviting entree. 

Yearwood, firing up the 
band for an opening Perfect 
Love, was soon reminiscing 

with customary humility 

about her first British perform¬ 
ance at the Shaw Theatre in 
1993, when she carried the day 
despite laryngitis and nerves. 
Five years and several million 
record sales later, she slaps 






GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 


K1ERAN O’BRIEN 


Age: “You can say ‘early 
twenties’." Actually, he’s 24. 

Profession: Actor. 

Why so coy about his age? 
“It’s not vanity, it’s just that 
my age is not relevant to the 
work I’m doing.” 

Virgin territory I: Already 
something of a TV veteran, 
his second stage role, and Na¬ 
tional Theatre debut, comes 
as Laurence, the 17-year-old 
"desperate to lose his virgini¬ 
ty” in Jonathan Harvey’s 
new play. Guiding Star. 
which opens at the Cottesloe 
tonight after a successful run 
at the Liverpool Everyman. 

Research and responsibili¬ 
ty: Laurence’s father. Terry, 
remains traumatised by his 
and his sons’ experiences at 
the Hillsborough disaster, 
and although Guiding Star 
is “definitely not just about 
Hillsborough". O’Brien read 
the Taylor report and other 
relevant material. “Every¬ 
body in Liverpool has a con¬ 
nection to that tragedy, so it 
would have been terrible for 
me to have come to the aty 
and done a play dealing with 
Hillsborough without really 
knowing the subject" 

Virgin territory II: He will 



be in cinemas next February 
as Alex, "a loud show-off’ 
who is determined to relieve 
a naive heroine of her virgini¬ 
ty in Virtual Sexuality, a 
campus comedy drama. 

Child $tan Growing up in 
Manchester, his life changed 
at the age of nine. “I met an 
agent who said ‘Come and 
have your picture taken’ and 
two weeks later I was on a 
film set as an extra. It was 
that simple..! had no ambi¬ 
tion to become an actor but 
immediately realised that I 
just loved being on set." 


Famous fathers: On screen 
be has called Bernard Hill. 
Robbie Coltrane and Keith 
Allen ’Dad*. First came Hill, 
in the excellent thriller. Bell¬ 
man and True, then Col¬ 
trane in Cracker, and finally 
Allen in last years Bom To 
Run. How am 1 supposed to 
turn put OK with these three 
as my dads?’ 

Street life: He wants to set 
the record straight about his 
appearance as Craig Lee, 
Tracy Barlow's boyfriend, in 
13 episodes of Coronation 
Street. ‘Tracy went out with 
me — not the other way 
around ” Soaps hold no inter¬ 
est for him. either as an actor 
or a viewer. “I’d rather be 
known for something that 
has a bit more weight” 

Formal tuition — who 
needs it? “I don't think dra¬ 
ma school would really have 
been for me. I’ve spbit so 
long working with really 
good professionals — what 
better training could you 
have than that?’ 

Work ethic “If the materi¬ 
al’s good. I’d happily be on 
set 365 days a year.” 

Daniel 

Rosenthal 


Girlfirom 
the wild 
country 



her thigh with a confidence be¬ 
fitting the Country Music Asso¬ 
ciation's Female Vocalist of die 
Year for this year and last. 

Breaking the chains of the 
35-minute warm-up she has 
performed on Garth Brooks's 
record-breaking world tour — 
a role she resumes in Belfast to¬ 
night — Yearwood took her 
Songbook compilation as the 
basis of this set, freely daubing 
it with extra colour from the 
current Where Your Road 
Leads. We were soon remind¬ 


ed of an interpretative sensitivi¬ 
ty that recalls a time when pre¬ 
mium voicesTooked long and 
hard for material worthy of 
their imprimatur. 

Hugh Prestwood’s The 
Song Remembers When and 
Alice Randall and Matraca 
Berg's AAA’ s and000‘s were 
among those thus endorsed, 
and Yearwood’s artistry was 
further emphasised by her 
spontaneous eulogising about 
that treasured songbook. An¬ 
other Berg co-composition, 
The Wrong Side of Memphis, 
was given rodder licks via a 
new arrangement by Year- 
wood’s husband, Robert Rey¬ 
nolds of the Mavericks. 

Diane Warren's ubiquitous 
How Do J Live, with which 
Yearwood had the country hit 
while LeAnn Rimes was mak¬ 
ing the popular mint, had the 
seal of maturity to it, but the 
test was saved almost far last 
with the sublime Gretchen Pe¬ 
ters composition On a Bus to 
Sr Cloud.. 

Paul Sexton 
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ARCHITECTURE 

A marvel in Manchester 



MUSIC 

LSO’s superb Stravinsky 


Exchange 


Two years after the bomb, Manchester’s 
magnificent theatre has been restored 
and transformed. Marcus Binney reports 



in blaze of glory 


O n November 30 Man¬ 
chester win have the 
most fabulous modem 
theatre in Britain. Rav¬ 
ishing colour and light will enliven 
not Just fiie auditorium but every 
part of the soaring 125ft-high classi¬ 
cal hall in which the Royal Ex¬ 
change Theatre stands. 

By day, light will flood in abun¬ 
dance through three huge domes in 
the reof, bathing darker areas in an 
ethereal glow even on a duD day. 
By night, special plasma lights will 
inaugurate a whole new era in the 
illumination of both modem and 
historic buddings. 

Of course, the theatre was a sen¬ 
sation when ft opened in 1976, a 
£1.2 million moon-landing craft 
standing futuristi rally 
in Manchester’s magnif¬ 
icent Edwardian Cotton 
Exchange. Then, and 
for the next '20 years, 
what struck was the con¬ 
trast between the gleam¬ 
ing white steel of the the- 
atre module (as it was 
called) and file tobacco 
dark colonnades and 
arches above, 

Manchester's Cotton 
Exchange, which dosed 


‘After its 
£14m refit 
the hall 
has an air 


of subtle 
mystery’ 


Exchange. A vastly en- _ 

larged exchange was 
completed in 1874, and then dou¬ 
bled in size between 1914 and 1922 
(though fiie earlier hall was de¬ 
stroyed by bombs in 1940). Its colon¬ 
nades and arches are an the scale of 
ancient Roman baths, its perspec¬ 
tives redolent of opulent 18th-centu¬ 
ry stage designs. 

Now, after a £14 million refit, old 
and new don’t contrast but work in 
harmony. The hall is subtle, even 
mysterious, in its odours; the mod¬ 
ule (and the dome above) brilliant 
in palest cream, blue and saffron. 

The impetus came from the IRA 
bomb which devastated Manches¬ 
ter on June 15, 1996. Amazingly, 
though the three Edwardian domes 
rose from their footings and every 
pane of glass cascaded to the 
ground, the glass-enclosed theatre 
was undamaged. As Axel Bur- 
rough, ofthe architects Levitt Bern¬ 
stein, explains: “Bor acoustic rea¬ 
sons, the module sits on industrial 
shock absorbers which took the 
force of the blast.” 

The idea of a theatre in the round 
had come from the stage designer 
Richard Negri. Braham Murray, 


the theatre director who was also 
part of file original team, explains: 
"Richard rejected the standard pro¬ 
scenium arch as a Roman aberra- 
tiotL For him fiie great ages of thea¬ 
tre were in Ancient Greek and Eliza¬ 
bethan times, when the actors were 
right out in front and tittle or no 
scenery was used.” 

They carried cut an experimental 
season in a tented structure within 
the Exchange before commission- 
ing Levitt Bernstein to btnkt a per¬ 
manent theatre in the round. "The 
floor was not strong enough to take 
the weight of 700 people and 100 
tons of steel,” Burrough explains. 
"So we supported the auditorium 
from two big bridge trusses set into 
the massive pillars holding up the 
done.” 

The module is a cra¬ 
dle Of tubular steel¬ 
work. using technology 
borrowed from contem¬ 
porary oilrigs. It looks 
symmetrical but in faff 
it is seven-sided within, 
creating fiendish geo¬ 
metric complexities 
which wore out file two 
Sinclair calculators that 
Burrough used. 

Why the steel and the 
complexity? The answer 
is that Negri and his ool- 
n . leagues had rejected the 
, idea of an opaque black 
box standing in the Exchange. 
“They wanted the auditorium to 
feel part of the huge space around, 
with glass walls and a roof that 
opened to mix two different acous¬ 
tics,” says Malcolm Brown, anoth¬ 
er member of the architectural 
team. 

Prompted by the lottery, plans 
had been drawn up to refit the thea¬ 
tre even before the bomb, and heroi¬ 
cally the company reopened in Up¬ 
per Canfield Market within weeks 
of the explosion. “This gave us the 
clue,” Murray says. “People started 
saying: *We like this, do we need to 
go back to the Exchange?* Sudden¬ 
ly we realised it had not been wel¬ 
coming enough. The restored thea¬ 
tre had to-be a wow the moment 
you saw it from file street” 

Every time the architects came 
with plans file reaction was “yes we 
like it but go further. The result is 
as inspiring a marriage of old and 
new as can be imagined. Bomb 
damage to the plaster ceilings has 
been meticulously repaired. Highly 
polished oohmms gleam as in a Ba¬ 
roque church. But beyond this 



Brilliant stained-glass windows and state-of-tbe-art plasma lighting create file remarkable wadi of colour inride the newly restored Royal Exchange Theatre in Manchester 


there has been no slavish attempt 
to recreate historic paint schemes. 

Rather, ravishing colour has 
been achieved by brilliant collabo¬ 
ration between the architects and 
fiie stained-glass artist Amber His- 
cott, working in two different tonal 
ranges that sensationally comple¬ 
ment each other. Negri's original 
concept was of a blue heaven over a 
warm earth below (partly to dis¬ 
guise the scruffy stale of the great 
hall). But the coloured glass in file 
domes had quickly faded. Now it 
has been reglazed in an intense 


blue which at midday magically 
transforms colours below, turning 
saffron yellow to salmon pink. 

■ Hie walls are picked out in a se¬ 
ries of soft, almost sorbet colours. 
The stained glass, by contrast is in¬ 
tensely fresh and bright The 30 
rooflights and 21 clerestory win¬ 
dows are backlit so they glow by 
night as well as day. “I wanted to 
create a celebratory atmosphere, 
with the feel of a theatre.” Hiscott 
explains. “Sol filled my studio with 
freesias as I did the watercolour de¬ 
signs." These provided the palette 


of vivid yellows, pinks and reds. 
The result are crisper and brighter 
than the smartest modem scarf you 
could buy in Florence. 

But the biggest sensation will be 
the plasma lights installed just be¬ 
fore opening (each costing £1300 
and lasting 50,000 hours}. Cblin 
.Hamilton, of the consultants. Max 
Fordham, explains: “They consist 
of a one-inch sphere of glass with 
sulphur inside. You use a magna- 
tron to bombard them tike a micro- 
wave and they generate light as in¬ 
tense as the sun.” It could blind 


you, so reflectors are used, beam¬ 
ing each light down as a small pool 
of light — tike a spotlight 

The scheme also involves clear¬ 
ing the hall floor of makeshift 
stalls. New accommodation has 
been created in box structures with¬ 
in colonnades. Thanks to soft light¬ 
ing. these Fortakabin lookalikes 
melt into the grand architecture. 

The biggest practical change, 
however, will be the petals in the 
roof that open to allow scenery to 
be flown for the first time. With the 
aid of blackouts and sudden spots. 


objects and even people can appear 
miraculously on stage, or mate dra¬ 
matic entrances from above. In 
next February's Peer Gynt the pet¬ 
als will open up to reveal a shooting 
star crossing the hall. So far, 
Negri's theatre in the round has not 
produced the progeny that might 
be expected. But now this Manches¬ 
ter marvel should draw visitors 
from the four comers of the globe. 

• The Rgval Exchange Theatre 
{0161-833 98j 3) reopens on Nov 30 with 
Stanley Houghton's celebration of Man¬ 
chester life .Hindle Wakes 


VISUAL ART: Bridget Riley has put her career on show, writes Isabel Carlisle 


Four decades 
of a life lived 
in the abstract 


T he exhibition of Bridget 
Rfley^s work at the Ab¬ 
bot Hall Art Gallexy in 
Koidal charts all four decades 
of the career of one of the most 
outstanding artists of postwar 
Britain. Selected by Riley her¬ 
self, the works, mare than 40 
of them, are also lamely 
drawn from her own collec¬ 
tion. With a surprising symme¬ 
try, the exhibition takes us 
from the first black and white 
abstract works of fiie early 
1960s, through a growing con¬ 
fidence and then virtuosity 
with colour, to working draw¬ 
ings and sketches for the latest 
work seen in a public gallery 
exhibition: the blade ana white 
in with Circles 
. took up a whole wall in 
the Berne KunsthaUe last 
spring. 

A conversation with Riley is, 
tike her art; exhilarating and 
precise. Her heroes of abstrac¬ 
tion are Mondrian. Pollock 
and Klee, bur a visit to her 
West London studio and 
home, where all the floors and 
walls are painted a thick, rich 
white, most closely evokes the 
almost monastic dedication of 
Mondrian to his art. 

Each floor of the tall Netting 
. Hill house has a working 
area, either for painting or 
writing. Spaoe is necessary be¬ 
cause Riley uses assistants to 
carry out her ideas and paint 
both file fullscale studies and 
fiie final canvases, first in 
acrylic and then, over the top, 
in oils. She has used assistants 
in her studio from file very be¬ 
ginning erf her career, as Ren¬ 
aissance artists did. 

Unlike the Renaissance art¬ 
ists her own hand is nowhere 
visible in the finished work, 
but she is quick to deny that 
this means detachment from 
her art “Holding myself at a 
certain distance enables me to 
be more engaged, not less. It 
scans to me that it is in mak¬ 


ing the decisions — rejecting 
ana accepting, altering and re¬ 
vising — that an artist's real 
personality comes through.” 

Riley was in her late twen¬ 
ties vmen, in I960, she pro¬ 
duced the first black and white 
work in a style many people be¬ 
lieve to be quintessential Riley. 
“Kiss was preceded by a com¬ 
pletely black painting which 
had failed," she recalls. “I tried 
to find out why I was so dissat¬ 
isfied with it, and thinking 
back to what I had discovered 
in copying Seurat I realised 
there was no opposition within 
this black painting. 

“So in the next painting I 
added white and put a straight 
line against a curve. Where 
they almost touch there is a 
tiny visual flash which suggest¬ 
ed the title. From that time on I 
pitched my work oq contrast” 

C ritics dubbed the early- 
work Op Art and Riley 
qcaddy became an un¬ 
willing star. In 1965 she had si¬ 
multaneous shows in New 
York at the Museum of Mod¬ 
em Art ami a commercial gal¬ 
lery (sold out before the open¬ 
ing night). What was it like to 
be a young artist in the 1960s? 
“We didn’t realise what an ex¬ 
ceptional period that was be¬ 
cause it seemed quite rational, 
and even normal, for art in all 
its forms to be seen to be play¬ 
ing a central role in society. 
We thought fire burst of crea¬ 
tive energy was a begriming, 
but it turned out to be fiie end 
of a flowering of art which had 
begun in the lace 1940s.” 

Are there any parallels be¬ 
tween the ferment of creativity 
then and now? “A " 



“Abstract art is at a very earify stage,” Bridget R3ey says 


i the axis have be¬ 
come blurred and indistinct. 
In the short term this may 
seem advantageous, but l 
can't help feeling that in the 
long run it will present great 


difficulties. One of the most dif¬ 
ficult things feeing young art¬ 
ists today is the pressure of 
commercialism, it must be 
very hard to resist because 
commercial values now carry 
a sort of cultural sanction.” 

At a point in time where the 
art scene is so fragmented that 
there appears to be no dear 
through line, Riley can be seen 
as a champion of abstraction, 
that most emphatic expression 

of Modernism. “The emer¬ 
gence of abstract an has 
placed it in a unique position.” 
she says. “It is dearly at a very 
early stage in its development, 
and as such it is very much to 
do with discovery, with discov¬ 
ering its parameters, its forms 
and its language.” 

Rileys own - abstraction 
builds on the sensations en¬ 
countered in the natural 
world, which makes the Lake 
District an appropriate setting 


for this new exhibhwri. But it 
would be wrong to make con¬ 
nections between specific plac¬ 
es and particular paintings. 

"Wien 1 am working,” says 
Riley. “1 respond to the visual 
properties which emerge. 
Through these I build up a 
complex of sensations in 
which you will perhaps redis¬ 
cover certain experiences 
which you have encountered 
before in nature. People fre¬ 
quently experience visual 
events in nature which are far 
more violent than anythmg 1 
have ever done on canvas. A 
glittering expanse erf sea or a 
shimmering tree is far more 
disturbing. People would be 
very shocked indeed if fiie 
world itself was as dead in its 
appearance as they seem to ex¬ 
pect a painting to be.” 

• Bridget Rflty: Woks 1961-1996 
is at Abbot Hall. Kendal. Cam¬ 
bria (01539 722460 until Jan 31 


Beautifully heard and not seen 


T here were doubtless compelling 
reasons for the London Symphony 
Orchestra to change the pro¬ 
gramme of the second concert in its 
Stravinsky Stage Music series — the an¬ 
nounced Oedipus Rex was replaced by 
Puldnella — but it might have been a lit¬ 
tle less secretive about it Those who had 
already purchased tickets were told, but 
there was a certain amount of unrest 
among on-the-night punters, who had the 
news broken to them at the box office. 

But I imagine there were few com¬ 
plaints afterwards. Maybe contrary to ex¬ 
pectation. Michael T1 Ison Thomas under¬ 
lined Stravinsky’s affection for Pergolesi’s 
— or wfaoevert — original tunes rather 
than the wit and ebullience with which he 
adapted them. Not that we were short¬ 
changed on rumbustiousness — how 
ooufd we be with the LSO’S virtuoso brass 
soloists? — but this was a lyrical, warm¬ 
hearted. hugely affectionate reading. 

And, given complete, it was a Showcase 
for some beautiful singing, from the vel- 



vety-toned Ruby Philogene, from a David 
Wilson-Johnson matching the brass in 
Russo-ltalian pungency, and from the 
young US tenor Kenneth Tarver, an LSO 
discovery plainly set on an important ca¬ 
reer. His warm, gentle, easy sound and 
fine musicianship should be heard to 
great advantage when (if?), as promised, 
be sings Mozart and Rossini at Covent 
Garden in 2001. 

Petrushka was the main course. Pul- 
dnella having been a not inapt horsd’oeu- 
vne. Quite apart from the shared comme- 
din dell'arte provenance, given Stravin¬ 
sky’s relationship with fiie past and with 
other people's music, precisely what is the 
balance between mockery and affection in 


his use of Lanner's exquisite little Ldn- 
dlefi There is certainly no mockery in his 
handling of the tranche of Russian folk 
tunes woven into the score. 

This is dance music that has long tran¬ 
scended its original setting. FokinCS cho¬ 
reography and even Nijinsky'S perform¬ 
ance — Tchaikovsky and Petipa remain 
much more evenly matched. There are 
countless advantages in hearing it better 
played — every department of fiie ISO on 
scintillating form — than you will in any 
opera house: when you see the players 
you listen in a different way, to the cellos 
in their first vertiginous entry, to the 
whole string section sawing away in per¬ 
fect unison up on the bridge, or such ef¬ 
fects as low harp in duet with pianissimo 
tambourine, the sort of detail you miss in 
a stage performance. The long, long si¬ 
lence at the end proved that fids superb 
performance had a valid dramatic power 
all its own. 


Solidly 

fuelled 



F or all its popularity. S *■ 
betius's Second Sym¬ 
phony confounds at 
every turn. No sooner are we 
lulled by warm, caressing 
strings at the start then angu¬ 
lar winds playing wide- 
spaced intervals jolt the listen¬ 
er. From then on each begin¬ 
ning proves fragmentary, 
each question answered by a 
contradiction. And yei the mo¬ 
tifs are all pan of the same sto¬ 
ry. but handed across such 
wide spaces that there Is a dan¬ 
ger the music win burn itself 
out in mid-air. 

. Such a molded work can be 
presented as an Intimate kalei¬ 
doscope, or a surging torrent 
of music where wide arcs sub¬ 
sume detail. For this perform¬ 
ance. Neeme Jftrvi did nei¬ 
ther. The overwhelming sense 
was of warmth and solidity. 
He didn't lean on the 
cadences of the first move¬ 
ment but ploughed a steady 
course. In the daric rhapsodies 

of the Andante, the Philhanno- 


nia string sound achieved 
such a weight and sinew, one 
could almost reach out and 
touch it The Scherzo had a 
dark energy and control at 
high velocity. There was digni¬ 
ty, but peihaps a mercurial 
spirit was absent 

Fora lighter touch, who bet¬ 
ter than the young Ilya Itin? 
Itinwon the audience and the 
judges' hearts at foe Leeds Pi¬ 
ano Competition in 1996. 
since when he has had an ac¬ 
tive carw in this country, per¬ 
haps too active if thisperform- 
ance of the Grieg Concerto 
was typical 

He has the ease and equip¬ 
ment of a virtuoso, but 
stopped short of producing a 
consistently poetic perform¬ 
ance. After an untidy Allegro, 
the slow movement was cen¬ 
tred, transparent and freely 
lyric He brought a marvel¬ 
lous murmuring quality to the 
first cadenza, but his habit of 
balding file pedal between 
chords produced mistiness lat¬ 
er, and there was a superficial 
edge to his forte playing. He 
chose a careful tempo for the 
Finale, and while he was play¬ 
ful, his rfrythms lacked spark. 

The concert was prefaced 
by one of the Philharmonia’s 
excellent Music of Today con¬ 
certs. Martin Rundeti conduct¬ 
ed Magnus Lindberg’s intrigu¬ 
ing Coyote Blues. 

Helen Wallace 


Vulgar 

pictures 



T he next time Sakari 
Oramo conducts Sto¬ 
kowski’s version of 
Mussorgsky's Pictures at an 
Exhibition he should do the 
unfortunate composer the fa¬ 
vour of having the item attrib¬ 
uted to “Leopold Stokowski af¬ 
ter Mussorgsky". 

Stokowski not only omits 
several movements from Mus¬ 
sorgsky^ piano score but also 
makes cuts within the move¬ 
ments and, worse still, ex¬ 
pands them. He betrays the 
quite specific pictorial inten¬ 
tions of the original by piling 
on sounds, colours and orches¬ 
tral tricks that have relevance 
to nothing but his own vulgari¬ 
ty. One of his few good ideas, 
the tremoiando strings zn- 
phed to the main theme in an 
eene passage associated with 
the Catacombs, is ruined by 
his failure t° resist applying 
similar effects to the same mj 
tenal on two earlier occasions. 

Trie one useful purpose 
Stokowski served, as the final 


Rodney Milnes 

item in the City of Birming¬ 
ham Symphony Orchestra’s 
concerts m Birmingham and 
Liverpool last week, was as a 
witness for the defence of Ora- 
mo’s compatriot and conduc¬ 
tor-composer colleague Esa- 
Pekka Salonen. If anyone in 
Symphony Hall or the Philhar¬ 
monic Hall thought that Salo¬ 
nen’s LA Variations at the be-, 
ginning of the programme 
was an overt ndulgenr Holly¬ 
wood spectacular, they hadn’t 
heard anything yet. At least it 
is true R) itself and, as the 
CBSO so convincingly demon¬ 
strated. it is a brilliant exercise 
in orchestration. 

Mixed feelings were left too 
by Richard Stoltzman’s contri¬ 
bution to the concert as soloist 
in the works on either side of 
the interval. Listening to him 
in Moran’s Clarinet Concerto 
m a performance that was ef¬ 
fortlessly fluent but not always 
clearly articulated and stylish 
only in the superficial area of 
linear decoration, one couldn’t 
help wondering whal he was 
“ping there. In Debussy 
First Rhapsody one had fiie an¬ 
swer. Here Stoltzman’s ability 
to breathe his way into a note, 
his subtlety and flexibility in 
phrasing and colouring 
precisely those qualities re- - 
quired by what must be the ‘ 
most poetically inspired com¬ 
petition piece ever written. 

Gerald Larner 
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Prisoner’s telephone call was recorded 


Court of Appeal 


Regina v Owen 
Regina v Stephen 

Before ^rd Justice Buxton 
^ r ,J usti “ Efofeld ^ Jud * 
Tucker. QC 

(Judgment November b[ 

TTie prohibition in section Qjn 
of the Interception of Commu- 
nWMonsJto 1985 against ques¬ 
tioning officers of the Crown 
as to whether they had reason- 

f u be,i ‘-* vin S [h ai 
1116 ^ ny ,_ !o ' vh °m. or the per- 
ffln by whom, a telecommuni¬ 
cation was sent consented to 
its being intercepted was absn- 
lute and not linked to the na¬ 
ture of the case. 

Thai principle, therefore, ap¬ 
plied even where no issue of 
protecting official operations 
tram exposure in fact arose 
and it was the prosecutor's 
case that the fact and method 
of interception had been made 
oear to the accused through- 

h was not therefore open to 
the defence to question wheth¬ 
er or not the interceptors had 
reasonable cause to believe 
that the accused was consent¬ 
ing to the interception: the in¬ 
tercepts were admissible with¬ 
out such further inquiry. 

The Court of Appeai.'Crimi- 

nal Division, so held in a re¬ 
served judgment dismissing 
appeals against conviction by 
Darren Lee Owen and Kevin 
Kimberley Stephen in Novem¬ 
ber 1997 at Lewes Crown 
COurt Pudge Richard Hay¬ 
ward and a jury) of robbery, 
possessing a firearm on arrest 
for a Schedule I offence and 
possessing a prohibited weap¬ 
on. 

Owen was sentenced to a to¬ 
tal of seven years imprison¬ 
ment. Stephen was additional¬ 
ly sentenced to a consecutive 
term of two years for an of¬ 
fence of conspiracy to pervert 
die course of justice and a fur¬ 
ther 12 months for attempting 
to escape lawful custody, mak¬ 
ing a total in his case of ten 
years imprisonment. 

Section 1 of the 1985 Act pro¬ 
vides: 

“(1) ... a person who inten¬ 
tionally intercepts a communi¬ 
cation in the course of its trans¬ 
mission by post or by means of 


a public telecommunication 
fence™ s hall be guilty of an of- 

“p> A person shall not be 
guilty of an offence under this 
section if... (h) that person has 
reasonable grounds for believ¬ 
ing that the person to whom, 
ur the person by whom, the 
communication is sent had 
consented to the interception.” 

Section 9 provides: "(t) In 
“hy proceedings before any 
court or tribunal no evidence 
shall be adduced and noques- 
tion in cross-examination 
Shall be asked which ... tends 
to suggest (a) that an offence 
under section I above has been 
or it is to be committed by any 
of the persons mentioned in 
subsea ion (21 below... 

. “12) The persons referred to 
m subsection (JJ above are - (a) 
any person holding office un¬ 
der the Crown.” 

Mr David Lyons, who did 
not appear below, assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Ap¬ 
peals, for the appellants: Mr 
Michael Warren for Lhe 
Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE BUXTON, 
giving the judgment of the 
court, said that while in cusio- 
dy Stephen had made a tele¬ 
phone call to his wife and hud 
apparently made an admis¬ 
sion that he had indeed com¬ 
mitted the robbery for which 
he had been arrested. 

The prison authorities had 
placed notices on the tele¬ 
phones and had issued other 
material to prisoners telling 
them that their conversations 
were liable to be listened to 
and recorded. 

At the trial, counsel for 
Stephen pul the prosecution to 
proof that the officers who had 
intercepted his call had reason¬ 
able cause to believe that 
Stephen had consented to the 
intercept, in view of the admis¬ 
sion in evidence by the prison 
officer called to deal with the 
matter that prisoners frequent¬ 
ly destroyed the notices, thus 
raising the possibility that 
Stephen had used a telephone 
that did not have a notice. 
Those issues were addressed 
on a voire dire. 

On appeal. Mr Lyons ar¬ 


gued that the voire dire .should 
never have taken place, with 
the corollary that the evidence 
should have been excluded in 
any event. That was because 
in the course of investigating 
whether the call had indeed 
been consensual, in the terms 
of section 1 of the 1985 Act. it 
was necessary to allege that 
the prison officers, persons 
holding offioe under the 
Crown in the terms of section 
9(2) (a), had made or might 
have made non-consensual in¬ 
tercepts nnd thus had commit¬ 
ted an offence under section I. 

He said that lhe voire dire 
was included in the expression 
"any proceedings" in section 
Q( I) of the I'JBS Act, a view with 
which their Lordships were 
minded to agree. 

Indeed rhe argument went 
funher than that. Mr Warren 

said that the very act of giving 
evidence about an intercept on 
the pan of an officer of the 
Crown entailed his giving evi¬ 
dence that tended to suggest 
that he had committed an of¬ 
fence. 

Thai was plainly not right. 
A statement, without more, 
that an intercept had taken 
place did not of itself entail or 
suggest that the intercept Tell 
into the categories forbidden 
by suction 1. 

However, the point about 
how to deal with contests 
about the circumstances in 
which calls were mode had 
more substance. 

Mr Lyons’s argument that 
as a matter of general fairness 
evidence of the intercept sim¬ 
ply had to be excluded where 
the circumstances were chal¬ 
lenged. because the challenge 
could not be investigated, obvi¬ 
ously had serious implica¬ 
tions. 

Faced with such difficulties, 
their Lordships thought that 
the following basic proposi¬ 
tions were relevant: 

I As Lord Mustill said in R v 
Preston {(1994| 2 AC 130J the 
overall objective of the 1985 Act 
was to place the practice of offi¬ 
cial interception of telephone 
communications on a sound 
statutory basis. 

Pan of that objective was to 
enable official activity in inter¬ 


cepting communications to re¬ 
main confidential. That was 
rhe task of section 9. That was 
also underlined as the objec¬ 
tive of section 9 by Lord Justice 
Steyn in R v EJflk ((1992) 95 Cr 
App R -127). 

2 That section 9 protected, and 
only protected, official intercep¬ 
tions was reinforced by the lim¬ 
itation of the section 9(2) prohi- 
bition of in vesligation to tfives- 

ligation of people who were or 
might be involved in such offi¬ 
cial interceptions. 

if one private citizen inter¬ 
cepted another, and then tried 
to use the material in litiga¬ 
tion, there was nothing in the 
I9S5 Act to slop his being 
cross-e:u.ilined about the le¬ 
gality of his actions, since he 
had no legitimate claim to con¬ 
fidentiality. 

3 The fact that the 1985 Act pre¬ 
vented some or all telephone 
intercepts being used in evi¬ 
dence was likely principally to 
handicap the prosecution, and 
was the price that governmen¬ 
tal authorities had to pay for 
the immunity conferred by sec¬ 
tion 9: see Lord Jauncty ofTul- 
lichettle in R vPreston ([1094]2 
AC 130. 144). 

4 Whether or not an offence 
was committed in the course of 
the intercept was irrelevant to 
the admissibility of the evi¬ 
dence provided by the inter¬ 
cept. 

In the present case no issue 
or protecting official opera¬ 
tions from exposure in fact 
arose. It was the prosecution's 
positive case to disclose the 
fact and method of intercep¬ 
tion which, far from seeking to 
conceal from the person inter¬ 
cepted. they averred they 
made clear to him throughouL 

In those dreumslances, it 
was tempting to say that since 
this case did not fall within the 
objective of the 1985 Act. be¬ 
cause no embarrassment at 
least in terms of confidentiali¬ 
ty would be caused to the au¬ 
thorities by investigation of 
the lawfulness of their actions, 
then section 9 simply did not 
apply to iL 

However, even though that 
might be the overall objective 
of the section 9 provisions, no 
distinction was made in the 


Act itself between what might 
be called embarrassing and 
non-embarrassing investiga¬ 
tions. 

The prohibition was abso¬ 
lute. There might well be good 
reason for that, not least that 
in cases less dear than the 
present any distinction based 
on the effect of the question¬ 
ing, if allowed, might force the 
court to enter undesirable terri¬ 
tory in order io determine that 
preliminary issue. 

Their Lordships therefore 
were driven back to the conclu¬ 
sion that section 9(2)(a) pre¬ 
vented any investigation in 
any proceedings of whether, in 
a non-warrant case, an inter¬ 
ception by an officer of the 
Crown was covered by section 
l(2)(b). 

That view was in accord¬ 
ance with lhe ruling in £ vEf- 

fik setting out the forbidden 
area of inquiry, including 
whether or not the interceptor 
had the benefit of what was 
there described as the defence 
afforded by section l(2)(b). 

The court was bound to fol¬ 
low that ruling in view of the 
further ruling in R v Rasooi 
([1997! 1 WLR 1092), equally 
binding, that R v EJflk was 
overruled by R v Preston 
(jl994| 2 AC 130) only to the ex¬ 
tent that it related to warrant¬ 
ed intercepts. 

The effect in the present case 
was that it was not open to the 
defence to question whether or 
not the interceptors had rea¬ 
sonable cause to believe that 
Stephen was consenting to the 
interception. 

Therefore the judge, with 
whom their Lordships sympa¬ 
thised in having to deal with 
that intractable subject with¬ 
out even the benefit of a lull re¬ 
port in Rasooi. was in the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, and of 
the arguments that were 
sought to be put against the ad¬ 
missibility of the intercept, 
wrong to order a voire dire to 
investigate the existence or oth¬ 
erwise of a section l(2)(b) rea¬ 
sonable belief on the part of 
the prison officers. The inter¬ 
cepts were admissible without 
further inquiry. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecu¬ 
tion Service. East Sussex. 


Enforcing judgment of 
foreign court 


Child protection regulations are valid 


Regina v Secretary for Stale 
for Health and Another. Ex 
parte C (Minors) 

Before Mr Justice Scott Baker 
[Judgment October 27j 
Regulations which did not al¬ 
low any exercise of discretion 
by local authorities in placing 
children with foster parents 
who had been convicted or cau¬ 
tioned in respect of specified of¬ 
fences were valid. lntra vires 
and lawful. 

Mr Justice Scott-Baker so 
held in the Queen's Bench Di¬ 
vision, in dismissing an appli¬ 
cation for judicial review that 
regulations 2 and 3 of the Chil¬ 
dren (Protection from Offend¬ 
ers) (Miscellaneous Amend¬ 
ments) Regulations (SI 1997 
No 2308). introduced by the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
on October 17, 1997. and 
amending the Children and 
Young Persons (Adoption 
Agencies) Regulations (SI 1983 
No 1964) and the Children and 
Young Persons (Foster Place¬ 
ment) Regulations (SI 1991 No 
910). were ultra vires. 

Two children, now aged six 
and seven, were previously liv¬ 
ing with grandparents, who 
had been approved as foster 
parents. Care orders had been 
made in respect of the children 
by the local council, the inter¬ 
vener in the proceedings. 

In July 1996. prior to the 
coming into force of the 1997 
Regulations. Kent County 
Council became aware or the 
fact that the paternal grandfa¬ 
ther had been convicted, 36 
years ago. of unlawful sexual 
intercourse with a girl aged 15. 
yet the council and the guardi¬ 
an ad litem nevertheless fully 
supported the making of care 
orders being convinced that 
that was in the best interests of 
the children. 

After the coming into force 
of Lhe 1997 Regulations the 


council were no longer able to 
allow’ the children to remain in 
the grandparents' home under 
the aegis of care orders. 

On December S. 1997 the 
grandparents applied to Can¬ 
terbury County Court for a res¬ 
idence order. That application 
was adjourned pending the 
outcome of the judicial review 

Mr Richard Gordon. QC. 
and Mr Stephen Cobb for the 
children; Mr Nigel Pleming, 
QC and Mr Steven Kovats for 
the Secretary of Stale for 
Health: Mr Dermot Main 
Thompson for the intervener. 
Kent County Council. 

MR JUSTICE SCOTT BAK¬ 
ER said that Mr Gordon sub¬ 
mitted that the 1997 Regula¬ 
tions did not permit any discre¬ 
tion to be exercised by local au¬ 
thorities in placing children 
with foster parents. The identi¬ 
cal argument was applicable 
in the case of the Adoption 
Agencies Regulations. There¬ 
fore. he submitted it would not 
be possible in some cases for 
the best interests of the child to 
prevail. 

He submined that the deci¬ 
sion maker, be it adoption 
agency or local authority must 
in every case be left with a dis¬ 
cretion and that the Secretary 
of State for Health had no pow¬ 
er by regulations to take it 
away. Such a step could only 
be taken by primary legisla¬ 
tion by Parliament 

Mr Pleming submitted that 
in so far as there was a general 
parliamentary purpose to be 
extracted form the primary leg¬ 
islation. namely the protection 
and welfare of children, it was 
plain that the 1997 Regulations 
were enacted with the sole in¬ 
tention of furthering that wid¬ 
er purpose: see paragraph 5 of 
Local Authority Circular 197) 
17 Guidance to the Offenders 
Regulations, issued by the De¬ 


partment of Health and In re 
R-J (Minors! (CA October 2, 
1998 unreported). 

His Lordship said that there 
oould be no doubt that the of¬ 
fenders regulations were di¬ 
rected towards the welfare of 
children generally. 

Mr Gordon's argument 
failed to recognise that the 
duty to act accordingly to the 
welfare principle was ex¬ 
pressed in the statutes as sub¬ 
ject to the regulations. Put an¬ 
other way the duty must be ex¬ 
ercised according io the regula¬ 
tions. 

A public body did not have 
free standing function. It could 
only act according to the terms 
of the statute or to delegated 
legislation giving it power to 
do so: see R v Somerset County 
Council . Ex pane Fevrings 
([1995] 1 WLR 1037). 

On that basts it was not nec¬ 
essary to go through the Chil¬ 
dren Aa 1989 and the Adop¬ 
tion Act 1976. the welfare prin¬ 
ciple, and the welfare check¬ 
list. The 1997 Regulations were 
not in conflict any of them. 

In his Lordship's judgment 
there was nothing objectiona¬ 
ble in secondary legislation 
specifying matters which dis¬ 
qualified a person from hold¬ 
ing a particular post or posi¬ 
tion. or as in this case from tak¬ 
ing responsibility for Lhe day 
to day care of children. 

The local authorities' pow¬ 
ers and duties in relation to 
children remained in place 
and must be exercised to pro¬ 
mote and safeguard the best in¬ 
terests and welfare of the chil¬ 
dren but subject to the limita¬ 
tions imposed by the Offend¬ 
ers Regulations. 

it had. in his Lordship's 
judgment, always been the in¬ 
tention of Parliament that a lo¬ 
cal authority's discretion 
should be exercised in the con¬ 
text of. and subject to. the con¬ 


straints imposed by the regula¬ 
tions made by the secretary of 
state. 

His Lordship concluded 
that the Offenders Regulations 
were within the ambit of the 
enabling statutory words. 
There was no collision be¬ 
tween the regulations and the 
wider purpose of the 1989 Act 
and the 1976 Act 

The common thread that 
ran through the law relating 
to children was that those who 
were charged with making a 
decision of a child's future 
should treat that child's wel¬ 
fare as paramoum. 

But decision makers could 
only operate within the con¬ 
fines of the relevant legisla¬ 
tion. Because Parliament had 
derided that certain offenders 
presented a risk to children if 
they were foster or adoptive 
parents it was entitled to rule 
them out as a group from fos¬ 
tering or adopting children, 
and to do so in the form of sec¬ 
ondary legislation. 

The legislators were entitled 
to conclude that as a matter of 
policy that the good of the 
many should prevail over the 
detriment of the few. 

His Lordship oould well see 
that those with convictions for 
specified offences should ordi¬ 
narily be disqualified from fos¬ 
tering or adopting. But where 
the offence occurred long ago 
or the circumstances were unu¬ 
sual. there might be good rea¬ 
son for supposing that the of¬ 
fender no longer presented, if 
he ever did, a significant risk 
to children. 

If the local authorities and 
adoption agencies were given 
a tightly drawn discretion by a 
phrase such as “save in excep¬ 
tional circumstances"!! would 
give the opportunity to avoid 
doing serious disservice to a 
number of children particular¬ 
ly those who. as in the present 


case, had been in a placement 
for some time. 

His Lordship urged the Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Depart¬ 
ment of Health to consult the 
President of the Family Divi¬ 
sion before reaching a final 
view on the terms of-‘any 
amending regulations. In the 
meantime the present regula¬ 
tions were intra vires. 

Solicitors: Harman & Har¬ 
man, Canterbury: Treasury 
Solid ton Mr Geoffrey Wild, 
Maidstone. 


Mnrthy and Another v Siva- 
jothiand Others 
Before Lord Justice Evans, 
Lord Justice Merritt and Lord 
Justice Chadwick 
(Judgment October 30] 

A party's submission io the ju¬ 
risdiction of a foreign court 
was a submission to that 
court's jurisdiction in respect 
of a claim against that party 
made by his co-defendants in 
thar jurisdiction, and where 
the claim was connected with 
the subject matter of the origi¬ 
nal action. 

Accordingly, judgment in 
the foreign coun against the 
party could be enforced in Eng¬ 
land if the foreign court was 
shown to be a court of compe¬ 
tent jurisdiction under Eng¬ 
lish conflict of laws rules. 

The Coun of Appeal so held 
dismissing the appeal or the 
first defendant. Gnanathee- 
vam Siva jut hi. from Mr Mark 
Strachan. QC sitting as a dep¬ 
uty judge of the High Court, 
on February 23.199S. when he 
ordered, inter alia, summary 
judgment for the plaintiffs. 
Hal lege re Munhy and his 
wife. Myetraie Murthy. in the 
sum of USS92S, 173.90 plus in¬ 
terest. which they had ob¬ 
tained in judgments in Febru¬ 
ary and July 1997 in the circuit 
coun of the 11th Judicial Cir¬ 
cuit in Dade County. Florida. 

Mr Nicholas Stewart, QC 
and Mr John Clargo for the 
first defendant; Mr Stephen 
Auid for the plaintiffs: the oth¬ 
er defendants were not present 
or represented. 

LORD JUSTICE EVANS 
said that the first plaintiff, a 
successful doctor who had 
qualified in India. London and 
the USA. lived with his wife 
and two children in Florida. 
They met the first defendant, 
who became a frequent visitor 
to their home, through thei r in¬ 
volvement with a local Hindu 
temple in South Florida. Unbe¬ 
known to them he had been de¬ 
clared bankrupt in the United 
Kingdom in 1991. 

Between 1995 and 1996 the 
plaintiffs paid sums in excess 
of $500,000 to the defendant 
and his company, induced by 
representations that he would 
establish trust funds for the 
benefit, in particular, of the 
two children's education. 
Some $26,000 was paid for uni¬ 
versity fees but no more. 

The plaintiffs alleged they 
were duped, that the money 
was used for the defendant's 
own purposes and they 
claimed compensation and 
damages for fraud. The plain¬ 
tiffs obtained summary judg¬ 
ment of the sum they were 
awarded by the court in Flori- 
da- 

The second plaintiff, the le¬ 
gal owner of two properties. 


one residential and one com¬ 
mercial. on behalf of herself 
and the first plaintiff, agreed 
lo provide the properties as col¬ 
lateral to the defendant.on his 
request that he needed to raise 
$400,000 urgently to finance 
business commitments. 

The plaintiffs signed vari¬ 
ous documents believing they 
were some form of loan docu¬ 
ments. but in fact the proper¬ 
ties were conveyed to one of 
the defendant's companies, 
and subsequently mortgaged 
to one. Gorden. 

No payments were made to 
Gorden who foreclosed on the 
properties claiming against 
the defendant and his compa¬ 
ny in the Florida court, the 
plaintiffs being riled as co-de¬ 
fendants. 

A "stipulation for settle¬ 
ment" was agreed between 
Gorden and the defendant. 
The plaintiffs issued proceed¬ 
ings to set that aside, and ob¬ 
tained default judgments 
against the defendant in the 
Florida coun. bringing the 
present action in England to 
enforce those judgments. 

The sole issue for the 
present court was. as stared in 
Dicey and Morris~ The Con¬ 
flict of Laws (12th edition. 1993. 
vol I. p472. rule 36):"... a court 
of a foreign country outside 
the United Kingdom has juris¬ 
diction to give a judgment in 
personam capable of enforce¬ 
ment or recognition” in certain 
eases, the third case being "if 
the judgment debtor, being a 
defendant in the foreign court, 
submitted to the jurisdiction of 
that court by voluntarily ap¬ 
pearing in the proceedings". 

Mr Stewart, while accepting 
that the settlement was a sub¬ 
mission by the defendant to 
the Florida court's jurisdiction 
in respect of Gorden's claim, 
contended that there was no 
submission in respect of the 
plaintiffs'cross-claims in Flori¬ 
da. 

He relied on a passage in 
Dicey and Morris (at p482) 
and various passages in Amer¬ 
ican authorities cited there: the 
American Law Institute's Re¬ 
statement of the Law. Second. 
Conflict of Laws 2d ((1971). re¬ 
vised May 1988. vol 1. sections 
26. 33): Ex pane Indiana 
Transponation Co ((1917) 244 
US 456): and In re the Estate 
of Einstoss. deceased ((1970) 
257 NE (2d) 637). 

His Lordship said That there 
was nothing in those authori¬ 
ties to contradict a common 
law rule to the effect that, a per¬ 
son's submission to the juris¬ 
diction of a foreign court in re¬ 
spect of a claim against him 
could also, be taken as a sub¬ 
mission. first, in respect of 
claims concerning the same 
subject matter, and second, re¬ 
lated claims which might prop¬ 
erly be brought against him 


under the foreign court's rules 
of procedure, either by the orig¬ 
inal plaintiff or by others who 
were parties to "the proceed¬ 
ings at the time he submitted 
to the jurisdiction. 

The American authorities 
supported the existence of 
such a rule. In England, the 
underlying principle was that 
a foreign judgment gave rise 
to an obligation on the defend¬ 
ant to pay the amount due. 
such obligation being enforced 
by the English court: Adams v 
Cape Industries pic (|I990| Ch 
433). 

The rule was not based on 
reciprocity in any strict sense. 
Nor did the fact that English 
courts might assert an extra¬ 
territorial jurisdiction mean 
that the}' recognised judg¬ 
ments given by a foreign court 
on a similar cxira-territorial 
basis. 

But when a defendant sub¬ 
mitted to a foreign court's juris¬ 
diction. he could not be heard 
to say that that coun had no ju¬ 
risdiction lo deride issues 
raised by the proceedings be¬ 
fore in which the submission 
was made. 

Accepting Lhal the permitted 
scope of those issues should 
not be unfair to the defendant, 
it was easy to see why different 
and unrelated claims should 
not be taken to be within the 
scope of the submission, but 
equally it was impossible to 
say that claims which were di¬ 
rectly concerned with the 
same subject matter should 
noL 

Nor should such claims be 
excluded because they might 
properly be made by a party to 
the proceedings other than the 
original plaintiff, for example 
a contribution or indemnity 
claim by a co-defendant. 

Whether a particular claim 
should be regarded as related 
in the sense of Order 16. rule 
8d)(c) of the Rules of the Su¬ 
preme Court had always to be 
a question of fact and degree. 
It might not be enough that its 
joinder was permitted by the 
rules of procedure of the for¬ 
eign court. 

But his Lordship did not see 
that it could possibly be unfair 
to the defendant to hold that 
the claims which resulted in 
the judgments in favour of the 
plaintiffs in Florida were relat¬ 
ed to the claims made against 
him by Gorden. 

Applying even lhe most rig¬ 
orous definition of “related 
claims", the plaintiffs' claims 
fell within iL They were par¬ 
ties to proceedings in which 
the defendant had submitted 
to the jurisdiction of the Flori¬ 
da court. 

Lord Justice Morrirt and 
Lord Justice Chadwick 
agreed. 

Solicitors: Needleman Tro¬ 
on: Fergusons. 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE 


Defendant to show honest meaning 


Loveless v Earl and Another 

Before Lord Justice Hirst. 
Lord Justice May and Sir 
Christopher Slade 
(Judgment November 4] 

In a defamation case where 
qualified privilege would oth¬ 
erwise apply and in which the 
defendant had published 
words which were held objec¬ 
tively to have a defamatory 
meaning which the defendant 
had not honestly held, the 
plaintiff's plea that malice de¬ 
feated the privilege wwW * 
likely to fail if the defendant 
could Show that he intended 
another meaning which he 
honestly held. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
allowing an app^l by Law¬ 
rence Earl and Capital and 
Counties {Financial Services] 
Ltd from a decision of Mr Jus 
rice Douglas Brown on ApnJ 
IS. 1997 striking out defences 
nf justification and qualified 
privilege under Older S2.ruje 
3A of the Rules of ^ 

Couh. on the ground that the 
words complained of b>th 
plaintiff. Anthony Love !**f: 
grid not bear the meanings 

pleaded in the defence. 

Miss Heather Rogers for the 
defendants; Mr Jusnn Rush 
brook for the plaintiff- 

i non JUSTICE HIRST 
said the action, had ans«J 0 ^ 

-StfWStfSS-r 


prospective clients of the finan¬ 
cial services company which 
had employed the plaintiff. 
The letters had staled: 

“As you are aware, although 
1 am obliged to inform you. An¬ 
thony Loveless has recently 
left the company. 

"In accordance with the Fi¬ 
nancial Services Act 1986 only 
those authorised may advise 
on investment matters and an¬ 
yone purporting to offer such 
services without authorisation 
rould be deemed to commit a 
criminal offence. 

“As a result of information 
received the company consid¬ 
ered it was appropriate to re¬ 
view Mr Loveless’s terms of ap¬ 
pointment and it was on this 

basis that his employment 
with the company was termt- 

plaintiff alleged that the 
natural and ordinary meaning 
of the words was that he had 
been sacked for purporting to 
offer investment services with¬ 
out authorisation, a matter 
which constituted a criminal 
offence under the Financial 
Services Act 1986. It was com¬ 
mon ground that the plaintiff 
had not done so. 

The defendants contended 
for the Lucas-Bav meaning 
that the plaintiff had been 
sacked by reason or his con¬ 
duct: see Utcas-Boxv 
Group Setespdpers Ltd (|19So[ 
I WLR 147). 

An industrial tribunal had 


determined that Mr Loveless's 
departure from the company 
had neither been a resignation 
nor a dismissal but a consensu¬ 
al termination. 

The tribunal had also decid¬ 
ed chat some of the matters in 
the existing particulars of justi¬ 
fication were conduct by the 
plaintiff warranting dismiss¬ 
al. 

The defendants wanted to 
amend their plea of justifica¬ 
tion to include the meaning 
that "the plaintiff has so con¬ 
ducted himself as to make the 
termination of his appoint¬ 
ment with the second defend¬ 
ant appropriate”. 

They had submitted a re¬ 
vised plea of justification refer¬ 
ring to the adverse decision of 
die industrial tribunal. 

The judge had held that the 
words were only capable of 
bearing the plaintiffs mean- 
ine and were incapable of bear¬ 
ing the meaning sought by the 
defendants. 

in his Lordship's judgment, 
the words were capable of 
bearing the defendant’s new 
Lucas-Box meaning, since par¬ 
agraph 2 of the letter left open 
the nature of the information 
received, thus potentially open¬ 
ing the door to the defendant's 
Lucas-Bccc meaning. 

The defence of quali fied priv¬ 
ilege had been pleaded on the 
conventional basis of common 
and corresponding interest. It 
was not unlike the case of an 


employer’s reference for one of 
his employees. 

The need to protect freedom 
of communication honestly ex¬ 
ercised was reflected in Fraser 
vMirza (1993 SC 27). in which 
Lord Keith of Kinkel had re¬ 
ferred to the need to consider 
lhe motive with which a per¬ 
son made a defamatory publi¬ 
cation. which could only be in¬ 
ferred from what he did or 
said or knew. 

Where the words com¬ 
plained of were held objective¬ 
ly to have a defamatoiy mean¬ 
ing which the defendant had 
not honestly held, the plain¬ 
tiffs plea that malice defeated 
qualified privilege would be 
likely to fail if the defendant 
could show that he intended 
another meaning which he 
honestly held. 

It did not. in his Lordship's 
judgment, go without saying 
that the defendants' careless 
formulation in the letter defeat¬ 
ed the plea of qualified privi¬ 
lege. 

The whole issue of malice 
would in the end rum. on the 
juiy's condusion as to the de¬ 
fendant's state of mind at the 
time of publishing the libel. 

That was something which 
could not be determined in pre¬ 
liminary proceedings and the 
appeal would accordingly be 
allowed. 

Solicitors: Schilling & Lorn 
& Partners: Peter Carter-Ruck 
& Partners. 
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Landlord not liable in nuisance for tenant’s noise 


Baxter v Camden London 
Borough Council (No 2) 
Before Lord Justice Stuart- 
Smith. Lord Justice Otton and 
Lord Justice Tticfcey 
(Judgment November 5j 
A landlord, who had let flats 
with poor sound insulation to 
tenants, was not liable in the 
tort of nuisance to a tenant 
whose reasonable use and en¬ 
joyment of her flat was inter¬ 
fered with by noise resulting 
from the ordinary use of an ad¬ 
joining flat by another tenant. 

- Even if the ordinary use of 
residential premises was capa¬ 
ble of constituting a nuisance, 
the principle that ir was no de¬ 
fence that the plaintiff came to 
the nuisance had no applica¬ 
tion as between landlord and 
tenant- Such cases were decid¬ 
ed on the principle "caveat les¬ 
see" and the feet, albeit a fic¬ 
tion that the lessee was 
deemed to rake the premises 
as he found them. 

The Court of Appeal. inn re¬ 
served judgment, dismissed 
an appeal by the plaintiff. 
Yvonne Elizabeth Baxter, 
against the decision of Judge 
Green, QC. at Central London 
County Court on November 
10.1997. that her claim in nui¬ 
sance against her landlord. 
Camden London Borough 
Council, should be dismissed. 

In 1975 the council converted 
a Victorian endof-lerrace 
house in Camden into three 
one-bedroom flats, one on 
each floor. There was no statu¬ 
tory requirement in London at 


that rime, or until 1985. to pro¬ 
vide sound insulation, al¬ 
though building regulations re¬ 
quired it in other parts or the 

country- 

The only noise barriers be¬ 
tween the flats were plaster¬ 
board ceilings and wooden 
floors which were in poor con¬ 
dition. 

In July 1992 the council let 
the first-floor flat to the plain¬ 
tiff. Tenants already occupied 
the other two flats. 

The plaintiff complained 
that she could hear the noise 
generated by the day-today liv¬ 
ing or her neighbours in the 
flat above. The cause of the 
noise was identified as poor 
sound-proofing between the 
Oars but the council did noth¬ 
ing about it. 

In 1995 the plaintiff brought 
proceedings against the coun¬ 
cil for breach of her covenant 
of quiet enjoyment and/or nui¬ 
sance. 

Following initial proceed¬ 
ings in the county court and 
Court of Appeal [Baxter v Cam¬ 
den London Borough Council 
{(19981 30 HUS 501), the plain¬ 
tiff gave evidence before Judge 
Green. QC. that she could 
hear: 

"normal conversation, sing¬ 
ing. arguments, the television, 
snoring, coughing, bringing 
up of phlegm, sneezing, bed- 
springs. footfalls and creaking 
floorboards, the pull-cord light 
switch in the bathroom, taps 
running in the bathroom and 
kitchen, the toilet being used... 


the vacuum cleaner ... JandJ 
music on the stereo." 

The judge found that the 
noise emitted from the flats 

arose from the ordinary use of 
the flats and constituted an un¬ 
due interferenoe with the plain¬ 
tiff's use and enjoyment of her 
fiat. 

But he held that the council 
were not liable in nuisance be¬ 
cause a tenant who took 
premises in a defective state 
could not complain of their 
conditions unless the terms of 
his tenancy or statute enabled 
him to do so. 

The plaintiff appealed and 
the council cross-appealed. 

Mr James Goudie. QC and 
Mr Zia Nabi for the plaintiff: 
Mr Andrew Arden. QC and 
Mr Christopher Baker for the 
council. 

LORD JUSTICE TUCKEY 
said that in Southwark Lon¬ 
don Borough Council v Mills 
[The Times August 20. 1998). 
the Court of Appeal decided by 
a majority that whence nan is 
of the same landlord were ad¬ 
joining occupiers of flats, and 
one tenant’s reasonable use 
and enjoyment of his fiat was 
interfered with by noise from 
the ordinary use of the adjoin¬ 
ing flat, their landlord was not 
liable for breach of his cove¬ 
nant of quiet enjoyment. 

The present case raised the 
question whether the landlord 
could be liable in nuisance. 

Mr Goudie submitted that 
the judge should have applied 
the principle that it was not a 


defence that the plaintiff came 
to the nuisance. He also re¬ 
served the right to contend in 
the House of Lords that the 
Southwark case had been 
wrongly decided. 

Mr Arden submitted that if 
the judge's finding stood and 
court held that the council 
were liable in nuisance, that 
would be an extension of the 
common law which would 
have far-reaching consequenc¬ 
es for ail landlords and owner- 
occupiers since many older 
properties had poor sound in¬ 
sulation. 

In written submissions ten¬ 
dered at the end of the hearing 
at the court’s request, Mr Ar¬ 
den submitted for the first 
time that a landlord had no lia¬ 
bility to his tenant in nuisance 
for the state of the premises at 
the time they were let: the prin¬ 
ciple of "caveat lessee". Accord¬ 
ingly. the council were not lia¬ 
ble to the plaintiff even if what 
she complained of amounted 
to a nuisance. 

The issue was in what, if 
any. circumstances might a de¬ 
fendant be liable in nuisance 
for the ordinary use of land. 

The authorities showed that 
ordinary use of residential 
premises without more was 
not capable of amounting to a 
nuisance. Ordinary use might 
only give rise to a nuisance if it 
was unusual or unreasonable 
having regard to the purpose 
for which the premises were 
constructed. 

Sampson v Hodson-Press- 
//»£»?'■ U19811 3 AH ER 710 was 


not authority for tile proposi¬ 
tion that ordinary user with¬ 
out more was capable of being 
a nuisance. There was some¬ 
thing unusual about the way 
in which the premises were be¬ 
ing used in Sampson and it 
could therefore be distin¬ 
guished from the present case 
on its facts. 

The judge did not approach 
his findings of undue interfer¬ 
ence with those considerations 
In mind. What conclusion 
should he have reached? The 
answer depended on haw one 
should regard the conversion 
in I975 l 

But for the conversion there 
would be no liability for noise 
created by the ordinary use of 
a house in multiple occupa¬ 
tion. The conversion in 1975 re¬ 
duced, by an unknown 
amount, the sound insulation 
between the floors. 

But it did not change the pur¬ 
pose for which the house was 
used. There was nothing unu¬ 
sual or unreasonable about 
the conversion which was 
done in accordance with build¬ 
ing standards of the time. 

In those circumstances noth¬ 
ing was done at that time so as 
to make ordinary use of the 
converted house a nuisance: 
contrast the situation in Samp¬ 
son. 

It followed that the noise of 
which the plaintiff complained 
was not capable of giving rise 
to a liability in nuisance. 

That disposed of the appeal, 
but his Lordship went on to 


consider whether the council 
would be liable if the noise 
was capable of amounting to a 
nuisance. 

A landlord would be liable 
of he caused, continued or au¬ 
thorised a nuisance and there 
was little doubt that the coun¬ 
cil would be liable on the basis 
that by 1992. when they let the 
flat to the plaintiff, they had let 
the other two flats and knew 
or ought to have known that 
due to poor sound insulation, 
ordinary use of the two fiats 
would unduly interfere with 
the plaintiffs use and enjoy¬ 
ment of her flat. 

Did the fact that the house 
had poor sound insulation 
and the other two flats were al¬ 
ready let give the council a de¬ 
fence to the plaintiffs claim in 
nuisance? 

There was no implied cove¬ 
nant by a landlord that an un¬ 
furnished house or fiat which 
he let was fit for habitation. If 
it was let in a dangerous or di¬ 
lapidated condition then the 
landlord was not liable for in¬ 
jury to the tenant, his family or 
guests: see Robbins v Jones 
{(1863) 15 CB(NS) 221) applied 
in Cavalier v Pope ({1906] AC 
428). 

The principle had since been 
applied to claims in negligence 
for personal injury. But in 
such cases a builder-landlord, 
as opposed to a bare landlord, 
did have a liability if the acci¬ 
dent was caused by his negli¬ 
gent design or construction: 
see jRimmer v Liverpool City 
Council Q1985] QB 1). applied 


in McNerny v Lambeth Lon¬ 
don Borough Council {(1989) 
21 HLR 188). 

Did similar principles apply 
to a landlord’s liability in nui¬ 
sance? 

In Cheater v Cater 1{1917{ 2 
KB 516) a tenant's horse died 
from eating yew from the over¬ 
hanging branches of trees 
growing on the landlord's ad¬ 
joining land. 

The tenant’s claim against 
the landlord in negligence and 
nuisance failed. The court cit¬ 
ed with approval dictum of 
Lord Justice Mellish in Ersk- 
ine v Adeane (1873) LR 8 Ch 
756.761) where he said: 

"A tenant, when he takes a 
farm, must look and judge for 
himself what the state of the 
farm is. Just as in the case of a 
purchaser of a business the 
rule is caveat emptor, so in the 
case of taking the lease of prop¬ 
erty the rule is caveat lessee; 
he must take the property as 
he finds iL" 

The court in Cheater made it 
dear that the principle only ap¬ 
plied where the adjoining occu¬ 
piers were landlord and ten¬ 
ant Furthermore the court 
suggested, and subsequent cas¬ 
es had established, that if the 
landlord created the nuisance 
after the letting he would be Lia¬ 
ble. 

Mr Goudie submitted that 
Cheater was an example of nui¬ 
sance involving encroachment 
on to neighbouring land: that 
nuisance involving interfer¬ 
ence with enjoyment of land 


was of a different kind: that 
the principle in Cheater ought 
not to apply 1° ill 3 * kind of nui¬ 
sance: and that the applicable 
principles were those stated in 
Sampson and Baxter. 

There was no logical basis 
for such a distinction. While 
the nature of the interference 
might be different, each arose 
from the state of the adjoining 
premises. 

Moreover, if there was no li¬ 
ability in cases where physical 
damage including personal in¬ 
jury was caused by defective 
premises, there could be no 
reason why the same rule 
should not apply to nuisance 
from noise. 

Neither Cavafier v POpe or 
Cheater v Cater were cited to 
the Court of Appeal in Samp¬ 
son or Baxter. If necessary, his 
Lordship would hold that 
those Jaier cases had been de¬ 
cided per incuriam. 

Finally, the principle in 
Sfurges v Bridgman ({1879) II 
ChD 852), that it was nor a de¬ 
fence that the plaintiff came to 
the nuisance- had no applica¬ 
tion where the parties were 
landlord and tenant 

Such cases were decided on 
the caveat lessee principle and 
the fact albeit a fiction, that 
the lessee was deemed to take 
the premises as they were. 

Lord Justice Stuari-Smith 
and Lord Justice Otton deliv¬ 
ered concurring judgments. 

Solicitors: Goldbergs: Ms 
Amanda Kelly. Camden. 


Application 


is not a trial 


Whether worker is disabled 


Salvidge and Another v Hus¬ 
sein 

Before Mr Nicholas Stewart. 
QC 

{Judgment October 30{ 

An application to set aside a 
statutory demand was not a tri¬ 
al or hearing on the merits un¬ 
der Order 59. rule 10(2) of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court. 

Accordingly, while a 
number of similar considera¬ 
tions applied, the exercise of 
the court’s discretion to admit 
fresh evidence into an appeal 
from the dismissal of such an 
application was not restricted 
to the special grounds identi¬ 
fied in Ladd v Marshall {{19541 
1 WLR 1489). 

Mr Nicholas Stewart, QC. 
sitting as a deputy Chancery 
Division judge, so held, allow¬ 
ing the application by the ap¬ 
pellants. Mrs Judy Salvidge 
and Mr Leslie Salvidge, for 
lea ve to adduce fresh evidence, 
in the form of affidavits sworn 
by each of them on September 
11.1998, on appeal from the re¬ 
fusal by District Judge Hollis 
at Eastbourne County Court 
on August 14.1998 to set aside 


statutory demands served on 
the applicants by the respond¬ 
ent. Talib Hussein. 

Mr Gabriel Buttimore for 
Mr and Mrs Salvidge; Mr 
Jonathan Miller for Mr Hus¬ 
sein. 

HIS LORDSHIP said that 
there was conflicting authority 
on whether an application to 
set aside a statutory demand 
constituted a trial or hearing 
of the merits. 

Mr Buttimore relied upon 
the unreported case of Weller 
v Dunbar (CA. January 27, 
1984). referred to in paragraph 
59/10/8 of The Supreme Court 
Practice 1997 as authority for 
the proposition that on order 
setting aside a default judg¬ 
ment was not a hearing on the 
merits because the true hear¬ 
ing on the merits was in the tri¬ 
al of the action yet to oome. on 
the basis that in bankruptcy 
proceedings the trial yet to 
oome was at the hearing of the 
petition itself rather than on 
the application to set aside the 
statutory demand. 

He further cited obiter dim 
of Mr Justice Morritt in Royal 


Bank of Scotland v Btnnell 
(fI996f BPIR 635) and the deci¬ 
sion of Judge Weekes. QC, in 
Norman Courier v United 
Overseas Bank Ltd 51996] 
BPIR 635) which considered 
that such an application was 
not a trial or hearing on the 
merits and therefore not gov¬ 
erned by Ladd v Marshall. 

Mr Miller sought to rely on 
the derision of Mr Justice 
Knox in In re a Debtor (No 59 
of1987) (The Independent Feb¬ 
ruary 1. 1988) and on Mr Jus¬ 
tice Camwath. obiter, in AIB 
Finance Ltd vDebtors fiI997] 4 
All ER 677). 

Where there were two con¬ 
flicting decisions of the High 
Court, the latter decision was 
to be preferred, provided it 
was reached after Full consider¬ 
ation of the earlier decision, un¬ 
less the third judge was con¬ 
vinced that the second was 
wrong in not following the 
first: see Colchester Estates 
(Cardiff) Ltd v Carlton Indus¬ 
tries pic (|1980| Ch 80). 

In Norman Laurier, the 
court gave full consideration 
to the contrary authorities be¬ 
fore adopting die approach 


proposed by Mr Justice Mor¬ 
ritt in Royal Bank of Scotland 
v Binnell. 

Accordingly his Lordship 
was of the opinion that Nor¬ 
man Laurier was binding 
upon him and that the court’s 
discretion was not fettered by 
Ladd v Marshall 

While a less restrictive ap¬ 
proach than that in Ladd v 
Marshall was required, many 
similar considerations still ap¬ 
plied. His Lordship was satis¬ 
fied that adducing the new evi¬ 
dence would not be unfairly 
prejudicial to the respondent 

It was dear that the new evi¬ 
dence. which supported an al¬ 
legation of misrepresentation 
against Mr Hussein, would, if 
accepted, affect the outcome of 
the case. 

The adequacy of the explana¬ 
tion of why it was not adduced 
earlier, that the appellants had 
not realised its legal signifi¬ 
cance. was an issue as to the 
credibility of the appellants 
which might need to be ad¬ 
dressed at the substantive 
hearing of the appeal. 

Solicitors: Fenwick & Co: 
David Tang & Co. 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER 



Goodwin v Patent Office 
Before Mr Justice Morison. 
Mr A. C. Blyghton and Mrs R. 
A. Vickers 

{Judgment October 21J 
Merely because a person was 
able to cope at home did not 
mean that he was outwith the 
definition of a disabled person 
for the purposes of the Disabil¬ 
ity Discrimination Act 1995. 

The Employment Appeal 
Tribunal so held in allowing 
an appeal by Mr Matthew 
Goodwin from the derision of 
an employment tribunal sit¬ 
ting at Cardiff that the tribu¬ 
nal had no jurisdiction to hear 
his complaint that his employ¬ 
er, the Patent Office, had dis¬ 
criminated against him by rea¬ 
son of his disability, on the 
ground that he did not have a 
disability within the meaning 
of the 1995 Act 

Section 1 of the 1995 Act pro¬ 
vides: 

“(1) Subject to the provisions 
of Schedule I. a person has a 
disability for the purpose of 
this Act if he has a physical or 
mental impairment which has 
a substantial and long-term ad¬ 
verse effect on his ability to ear¬ 
ly out normal day to day activi¬ 
ties. 

”{2) In this Act’disabled per¬ 
son’ means a person who has 
a disability.” 

Mr Robin Allen. QC and 
Mr Dedan O'Dempsey for the 
applicant: Ms Ruth Downing 
for the employer. 

MR JUSTICE MORISON 
said that the applicant had 
been employed as a patent ex¬ 
aminer when he was dis¬ 
missed following complaints 
from fellow employees about 
his behaviour. 

The employment tribunal 
found that he had not been on 
proper medication at the time 
and consequently suffered 
from “thought broadcasting" 
where he imagined that other 
people could access his 
thoughts. 

The tribunal found that the 
applicant's concentration was 
adversely affected by bis ill¬ 
ness. but that, although his im¬ 
pairment did affect to some ex¬ 
tent his ability to carry out nor¬ 
mal day-to-day activities, in 
view of his ability to perform 
domestic tasks without assist¬ 


ance. to get to work, efficiently 
and to carry out his work satis¬ 
factorily, the effect was not sub¬ 
stantial. 

The issue on the appeal con¬ 
cerned the proper approach to 
the question whether a person 
had a disability within the 
meaning of the 1995 Act It was 
clear that the employment tri¬ 
bunal had misdinxaed itself in 
a number of respects and its 
derision could not stand. 

ft seemed most surprising 
that any tribunal should con¬ 
clude that a person admittedly 
diagnosed as suffering from 
paranoid schizophrenia and 
who had been dismissed part¬ 
ly because of what one might 
call bizarre behaviour, consist¬ 
ent with that diagnosis, fell out¬ 
side the definition in section 1 
of the Act 

It was plain that employ¬ 
ment tribunals would wel¬ 
come some guidance on the 
proper approach to issues aris¬ 
ing under section 1. 

The first, and most obvious, 
point was that the employ¬ 
ment tribunal should look 
carefully at what the parties 
had said in the originating ap¬ 
plication and the notice of ap¬ 
pearance. In many cases it 
would be good practice either 
to make standard directions 
designed to clarify issues or to 
arrange a directions hearing. 

Parties might wish to 
present expert evidence, and it 
would be undesirable for such 
evidence to be given without 
proper advance notice to the 
other party and the early provi¬ 
sion of a copy of any expert re¬ 
port to be referred to. 

The role of the employment 
tribunal contained an inquisi¬ 
torial element, and the inter¬ 
ventionist role which it had in 
relation to equal value claims 
might be thought a good mod¬ 
el for disability cases. 

Some disabled persons 
might be unable or unwilling 
to accept that they suffered 
from any disability. Without 
the direct help of the tribunal, 
there might' be cases, where 
the claim had been drafted 
with outside help but which 
the applicant was unwilling to 
support. 

Second, a purposive ap 
proach to construction should 
be adopted. Tribunals were 


given two forms of explicit as¬ 
sistance, which should detract 
From the need to adopt a loose 
construction of the language; 
the guidance on the matters to 
be taken into account in deter¬ 
mining questions relating to 
the definition of disability is¬ 
sued by the secretary of state 
on July 25. J996 and the Code 
of Practice: Disability Discri m- 
ination 0996). 

Reference should always be 
made: exp/iritiy. to any rele¬ 
vant provision of the guidance 
or code taken into account in 
arriving at a decision. 

Third, the words of section l 
required a tribunal to look, at 
the evidence by reference to 
four different conditions: (f) im¬ 
pairment. (ii) adverse effect, 
(iii) substantiality and (iv) long 
term effect. 

Tribunals might find it help 
fui to address each, while be¬ 
ing aware of the risk of taking 
their eye off the whole picture. 
Mental impairment included 
an impairment resulting from 
or consisting of a mental ill¬ 
ness provided that it was a clin¬ 
ically well recognised illness, 
but mental illness did not have 
the special meaning attributed 
to it in other legislation. 

If there was doubt as to 
whether the impairment condi¬ 
tion was fulfilled in an alleged 
mental illness case, it would 
be advisable to see whether 
the illness was mentioned in 
the World Health Organisa¬ 
tion’s International Classifica¬ 
tion of Diseases. Adverse effect 
might be the most difficult con¬ 
dition to judge. The Act was 
concerned with an impair¬ 
ment on the person's ability to 
carry out activities. The fact 
that a person could carry out 
such activities did not mean 
that his ability to carry them 
out had not been impaired. 

Disabled persons often ad¬ 
justed their lives and circum¬ 
stances to enable them to cope 
for themselves. Furthermore, 
they were likely to play down 
the effect of their disability on 
their daily life. The focus of at¬ 
tention was on things that a 
person either could not do or 
could do only with difficulty. 
The Art was looking to see 
whether the capacities in para¬ 
graph 4fI) of Schedule I had 
been affected. 


The effect of a disability on a 
person’s ability to conduct his 
daily life might have a cumula¬ 
tive effect, in the sense that 
more than one capacity had 
been impaired. 

It was not necessary For a tri¬ 
bunal to go further if satisfied 
that one capacity had been im¬ 
paired, which was sufficient 
for the adverse effect condition 
to be satisfied. 

"Substantial'' was used in 
the sense of more than minor 
or trivial: see paragraph A1 of 
the Guidance. 

The tribunal should exam¬ 
ine how a person's abilities 
had actually been affected at 
the material time, while on 
medication, and then address 
its mind to the difficult ques¬ 
tion as to the effects which it 
thought there would have 
been but for the medication: 
the deduced effects. 

The question then was 
whether the actual and de¬ 
duced effects on the person's 
ability to cany out normal day 
to day activities was dearly 
more than trivial. 

Although the effect of medi¬ 
cation was linked to the sub¬ 
stantial condition, attention 
should not be diverted from 
the definition as a whole, and 
in determining whether the ad¬ 
verse effect condition was ful¬ 
filled the tribunal would take 
into account the deduced ef¬ 
fects. 

The provisions relating to 
the “long term condition" ap 
peared straightforward. In the 
instant case, the tribunal had 
not looked at the effect that the 
applicant’s disability had on 
his abilities. 

It appeared to have moved 
from the finding that the appli¬ 
cant was able to cope at home 
to the conclusion that, there¬ 
fore. he fell outwith the provi¬ 
sions of the Act. 

A dose scrutiny of the em¬ 
ployer's own documents pro¬ 
vided good evidence that the 
applicant's capacity to concen¬ 
trate and communicate had 
been adversely affected in a sig¬ 
nificant manner. The question 
whether he was disabled with¬ 
in the meaning of the Act ad¬ 
mitted only of the conclusion 
that he was. 

Solicitors: Russell Jones & 
Walker: Treasury Solicitor. 
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ROYAL 
COLLEGE 
OF MUSIC 


Prince Consort 
Road 

London SW7 2BS 


NOTICE is hereby 
given dun the 
ONE HUNDRED 
AND FOURTEENTH 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

of die College will be 
held 3i die College Otr 
Wednesday 2 
December 1998 at 
3.45pm to receive a 
Report and Suiemenl 
of Accounts from (be 
Council. 

Any member wishing 
to anend as a Grad uate 
.should apply by 22 
November 1998 to 
The Clerk of the 
Council ai the above 

address, furnishing 

details at his/her claim 
io membership, so that 
die necessary papers, 
security and voling 
authorities may be 
mode available at the 
meeting. 

DATED 

5 November 1998 
W M Morgan 

Cleric to the 
Council 
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Zafarabad eases Nicholson’s concern 
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By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

NICHOLSON could 
- believe his eyes yester¬ 
day ■* a 20-runner login® 
streak came to an abrupt and 
unexpected ead with a 27-1 
double at Newbury. 

“It’S a funny old game It 
shows what 24 hours can'do 
for you. One moment they are 
all wrong, they cant winany- 
thing and then you go to a 

grade one track and this hap¬ 
pens,” Nicholson said. 

The Jackdaws Castle rrainer 
has been at a loss to explain 
the poor performance by his 
string and was far from confi¬ 
dent about the chances of Za- 
feiabPd in the Newbury Au¬ 
tumn lurdle, the afternoon’s 
feature race, because of fitness 
worries. 

Yet, as th- quality field 
turned for home. Richard 
Johnson could be spotted ooz¬ 
ing confidence on the 5-2 shot 
who duly cruised into the lead 
between the last two flights be¬ 
fore being eased down a long 
way before the line for a three- 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: Nearly An Eye 
(3.20 Newbury) 

Next best: Hidebound 
(3.50 Newbury) 


length victory from the Paul 
Nicholls-trained Flagship 
Uberalles. 

“1 would love to know why 
my horses are needing a run, 
but this horse would be gross¬ 
er than 90 per cent of them. It 
is perplexing and I don’t know 
why." Nicholson said. 

“On the way here I had a 
long discussion with Richard 
[Johnson), especially given the 
whip syndrome at the mo¬ 
ment, and said that this horse 
had to have a nice run round 
and not be hurt. 1 told him if 
he got bear; so be it, but he nev¬ 
er looked like being beaten.” 

The runner-up is a half- 
brother to Viking Flagship, the 
now. .retired Queen Mother 
Champion Chase winner 
trained by Nicholson, and was 
beater, less than a length by Za¬ 
farabad at Punchestown in 
April. "If we were going to get 
beat by the second horse it was 
today because looking at diem 
in die paddock he looked fit 
and mine looked a bit gross. 

“You bring this horse here 
thinking he is short of a run 
and he bolts up. They all live 
in the same yard: it is not 
easy.” 

Zafarabad has now won five 
of his six starts over hurdles 
— the only defeat came when 



Zafarabad leads Flagship LTberailes over the last flight on his way to an impressive victory in the Newbury Autumn Hurdle yesterday 


he was fourth in the Triumph 
Hurdle—and yesterday's suc¬ 
cess earned him a 20-1 quote 
for the Champion Hurdle 
from William Hill. However, 
his generation invariably face 
a tough task as they meet older 
horses in open competition. 
"They are at a great disadvan¬ 
tage when they have won rac¬ 
es at three and four, are carry¬ 


ing penalties and meet at level 
weights with older horses. It is 
very hard for them," Nichol¬ 
son said. 

The trainer added: "Broad¬ 
sword was five when he fin¬ 
ished second to Fbr Auction in 
the Champion Hurdle, but it is 
a hard race for young horses. 
If he is lucky, though. Zafara¬ 
bad might well go all the way 


to Cheltenham. He has a 
touch of class — he finished 
fifth to Borgia in the German 
Derby — and is maturing 
quite quickly." 

An hour later. Flying Gun¬ 
ner completed the transforma¬ 
tion in Nicholson’s fortunes by 
staying on strongly in the 
Head On Newsletter Hurdle 
to account for Old Rouvel. 


Although only 33 runners 
lined up for die six races at 
Newbury, there was no short¬ 
age of quality on display. 
Dawn Leader, die apple of Jim 
Old 7s eye. was not foot perfect 
on his first attempt over fenc¬ 
es, but had too much speed for 
Whip Hand in the Pen wood 
Novioes’ Chase and looks des¬ 
tined for better things. “He 


Teeton Mill to tackle Hennessy 


TEETON MILL, the ante-post favourite 
for the Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup. was 
yesterday cleared to tackle the Newbury 
contest on Saturday fortnight. 

Connections have elected to aim for the 
first big long-distance chase of the sea¬ 
son. rather than have an early look at die 
Grand National fences in the Becher 
Chase at Aintree a week earlier. 

Teeton Mill is 11-2 favourite with Wil¬ 
liam Hill fbr the Hennessy, for which he 
incurred a 41b penalty after an impres¬ 
sive victory at Win canton last Saturday. 

Explaining the dedstoru a spokesman 
for the owners. The Winning line, said: 
“While we hope the handicapper doesn't 


overreact, he will never be able to run off 
this mark in the future. Even with a 41b 
penalty he will get in on lOsL 
"Norman Williamson jumped off him 
on Saturday and said ‘Newbury here we 
come’ so who are we to disagree? Howev¬ 
er. Teeton Miffs long-term aim remains 
die Grand NationaL” 

Teeton MOL trained by Venetia Wil¬ 
liams was making his handicap debut at 
Wincanton. having previously won five 
of his six starts in hunter chases. 

The betting on the Murphy’s Gold Cup 
at Cheltenham on Saturday produced 
some lively exchanges yesterday with 
Mandys Mantino continuing to prove 


popular. Coral reacted by cutting Josh 
Gifford's charge to 6-1 from 7-1 having 
shortened him from 9-1 yesterday. Man¬ 
dys Mantino has also been cut to 6-1 from 
8-1 by William HilL 
However, Gifford is concerned that 
Mandys Mantino's stamina may let him 
down over this two and a half miles. The 
eight-year-old finished third in the two- 
mil e Arkle Trophy at die coarse in March 
and was third again on his reappearance 
over the same trip at Ascot 
“The trip might be a problem,” he said. 
“He didn't quite get it last time, though he 
did have a lot of weight that day and it 
was at the end of the season." 


has got a lot of speed and 
when he gets his act together 
he could be something spe¬ 
cial," the winning trainer said. 

Moon Devil is a second-sea- 
son chaser whose bold style of 
jumping and front running is 
always going to win him races 
and, after a comprehensive 
success in the Wiltshire Handi¬ 
cap Chase, he looks worth fol¬ 
lowing. 

Meanwhile, die eagerly- 
awaited British debut by the 
Nicky Henderson-trained Ka¬ 
tarina bought from France, de¬ 
lighted his supporters. He de¬ 
molished die opposition in the 
Crux Easton Juvenile Novices’ 
Hurdle and is 33-1 for the Tri¬ 
umph Hurdle. 

□ Seamus Duraek. 23, yester¬ 
day lost his allowance when 
taking his career tally to 65 on 
Tessajoe in the Hennessy Co¬ 
gnac Special Series Novices' 
Hurdle qualifier at Sedgefield. 
Duraek is at present first jock¬ 
ey for the Sue Smith stable. 

□ Today’s scheduled meeting 
at Worcester has been can¬ 
celled because of waterlog¬ 
ging- 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY’S THREE MEETINGS 


Newbury 

Going: jft (good to soft n places) 

1.20 (2m 1 10 yd hdte) 1 , BOLD GATT [J Os¬ 
borne. 7-4 lav); 2, Staxw Ridge (N Wiliam- 
sen. 4-1 1 ; 3, Baranov (A P McCoy. 9-4 1 
ALSO RAN- 7-1 Duello (4lti]. 10 Chart*! 
The Moon 16th). 20 Councillor (5th). 40 Le¬ 
ws first. 7 ran. 71.2’J. 10. da. da J Fan- 
sham al Neiwnaital. Tola: £2.40: El SO. 
E2S0 DF £520. CSF:£B93 
130 (2m 11 chi 1. DAWN LEADER (C 
Llewellyn. 6-4; Thunderer's nap); 2. WNp 
Hand tA P McCoy, evens lav): 3. Tree 
r (L Harvey. 25-1) ALSO RAH; 5-1 
! (40i) 4 ran. ’i £U. JH. J CM at 
n. Tote E2 50 DF: £1 60 CSF: 

E3J1' 

Z20 ( 2 m 41 Ch) 1 . MOON DEVIL (B Pow- 
ef 7-2J. 2. Sounds Fyno (M A fitzgeraid. 
9 - 41 . 3. Wise Kfcifl (C Ueweflyn. 1»4 
ALSO RAN: 7-1 Lightening Lad. 16 South¬ 
ampton (4th) 5 ran Si. sh hd. 28L Mar * 1 
Camion al Wdrthinq Tole £5 00: £1 90. 
£1 60 DF. £5.50. CSF- £11.29 
2JH) | 2 m 110 yd hefle) 1. ZAFARABAD (R 


RAN: 5-1 C«*QS t4»u. 10 So£dAppe£ 
( 5 th) 5 31. 171. 3'.4. 6 i. □ NWwfepn « 

- ‘ TcHe £2.70. £1.40. £1.40. 


Templt, julmg TcHe ! 
DF- £2.10 CSF £7 35 


&20 (2m 110yd tide) 1. KATARINO (M A 
FMzgoiaid. 6 -« lav); 2. Sherganzar (J Os¬ 
borne. 4-1); 3. Noble Demand (B Fenton. 
100-30) ALSO RAN-9-1 Empire Odd (48i). 
11 Bauble (5tti). 20 Mre Ptcktes. Rwar Fron- 
dor (Bth). 7 ran. Id. 2'sl. IS. a. 2>i. N Hend¬ 
erson al Lamboum Tote £ 2 DO, £ 1 10. 
£3 60. DF: £3 00 CSF- 36 73 
3£0 pm HOyd hdel 1 . FLYMG GUNNER 
(R Johnson. 7-1).2,OidRotival(DGa#agh- 


D Nicholson at Vemrte 


Gurtrn. Tote. E9 40. 
» CSF £42.56 


E2 90. £310 DF: £2330 
PtacapoC £151.60. QuMpot E51D0. 


Huntingdon 

Go 

12 . 

SI 


RAC El 

Jne 


COMM El 


mm 

m 

liFUU. RE5ULT S SERVXjE 



Going; flood 10 eon 
12-40 (2m i lOvd hdei 1. Subtle Influence 
T Durwxxfy. 10- 1 1 favj. 2. Sum Out {5-11. 
, Go Britannia (25-1) 13 ran I'd .2 N Cal¬ 
laghan Tote £220. £120. El 80 £420. 
DF £7.10 CSF £5 33 

1.10 (2m 110yd hOte) i. Another Beveled 
(BCWford. 1KJ-1l.2.DudMn(66-1).3. Brt 
Nadia (40-D Saddiert Roe (5th) 4-8lav 12 
ran 11, 3 A Jones. Tote £9320. £1820. 
£600, £540 DF nol Wi (pool Cl( 
£1.196.85 earned toward to Newbuy 220 
today) CSF £2.288 62 

1.40 (3m chi 1. Big Archie (T J Manny. 16-11 
2. BaffienhaBy (10M0 (air). 3. Solo Gent (5-1) 
8ran NR. Karenaamn 211.351 MisABcwfcy 
Tole- 0750; £3 70. £1. 80. £1 20 DF- £33.40. 
CSF- £59 12 Tncast £26183 

2.10 (2m 110yd hie) i. Classic Eagle (G 
Bracfev. 1 M].£ Tashieei (50- IJ. 3, Indane 
Pnrcess (4-1 lav) 16 ran Hd. 1M Mra D 
Hone Tote: 02.50; £2DO, £12.60. £2.60 
DF £1,332 30 - pan won (pool Ol £975 80 
earned toward to Newbury 220 today) 
CSF - £455.87 TncaB. £2.37043 

240 ( 2 m 4 f 110 yd du 1. S iena Bay (J A 

■ ~ " “ " 1 ' ’ (6-1): 3, 

IS-4 lav 

, __ £890: 

£3.50. £220 DF: £22 50 CSF £48 75 

3.10 (2m4f 110yd ch) i. hotterrfWa <P 

Niven. 7-2). 2.ChnlMM 
Simple Arithmetic (6-11 11 ran. 1’4.1«. Mre 
MFtewrfey Tote £A 90.£1 MCI20.£190 
DF £6 00. CSF. £6 68 


X40 (2m 110yd hdlel 1. Forever Noble (J 
A McCarthy, 10-11 tavi: 2. Leading Note 
(10-11. a StogHol Hand (25-1). I3ran a. 
141 0 Sherwood Tole £19C £1.50.5220. 
£600 DF - £1340 CSF £1043 
Jeckpot nol won (pool of £3,1 B2.16 car¬ 
ried raraned in Newbury toddy). 
Ptecepot El 8^54*0 - part won 
£18,108.77 carried forward to » 
today). Quadpot 


Sedgefield 


Golna: Dood to soli 

1.00 (3m 3f 110yd hete) i. RUber (D Pari<- 
er. B-l) ----- 


£230 DF. £20-30. CSF. £2956 Tncast 
£150 75 

1.30 On 5Mi0vd hate) I.OM HuahWbig 
(M H Naugrtoa 3-1). 2 Toshtoe Talc (1M 
lav). 3. Huntinq Sane (tl-1). 6 ran. 21. 2y. 
Mre M Reveiey. Tote- £2 BO. £1.10. £120 
DF £280 CSF: £7 43 
2.00 (3m 31 chl 1. Noose Sound (R Sup¬ 
ple. S-2 tavi. 2 CsAemoy (10-1): 3. German 
Legend (12-1) 9 ran 191, 211. L Lunoo 
Tow £3.50: d 90. £2 80. £4 10 DF: 
£21 80 Trrtecta. £477.70. CSF: £26.16 Trt- 
cast: £238 15 

230 (2m if hefle) 1. Tessajoe IS DurecK. 
3-11. 2. Classical Dance (18-1) 3. Twenty 
Winks (10-1) 11 ran. If. *01 Mtss J Cama¬ 
cho Tote- £5 00. £1 50. £2.70. £2 60. DF- 
£31^0 CSF. £45 82 

3.00 [2m 5i chi 1, Nosam (Richard Guest. 
9-4). 2, Floss The Boss (40-1). 3. Siema 
Dear (14-1) Fen Temer (4thl 8-11 lav 7 
ran NR- Bhaunaoar 20L d<sL N Mason 
True. £4 60. E2J3J. £6 90 DF- £68 50 CSF. 
ESI 33 

330 (2m 110yd di) 1. Xaipate (Fhchard 
Guest, evens lav). 2. Lasl Tty (3-1): 3. 
Somerby tli-2) 6 ran. 231. Ill N Mason 
Tote- £2.10. Cl 40. El.60. DF- £3 00. CSF: 
£4 28 

4X0 (2m51110yd ftfe) i. Cathedral Befle 
(G Lea. 9-4 lav); ~ 

(9-2): 3. htona “ 

Mrs M Reveiey ... 

£2 00 DF: £610. CSF £12.87 Tncast 
£45 44 

ptaccpot Quadpot: £57-6a 



THUNDERER 

1.10 Es Go. 1.40 Mr Frangipani 2.10 Rossel. 
2.40 COMMITTED SCHEDULE (nap). 3.10 Call- 
fourseasons. 3.40 Briar's DeiighL 


GOING: SOFT (HEAVY IN PUCES) 


SIS 


1 .10 SCOTT)ISC MUSIC NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,444:2m 110yd) (10 runners) 


F-P CASEY CASEY 11 HAleonOa 9-10-12 _IArT J Etuiy (7) - 

C8IB4A PAHADBO 41BF N RWenK 4-10-12 —A DnbWn - 
DOUINO FLYB134F Ms A SNtnba* 5-HM8 —J &Wte - 

23( E5 GO 12F R Bastlnai 5-10-12_H Bastensn (3) - 

BffiHCOOJJaBerwi 4-10-12___1 Wyar - 

G1SI PARKER 34F D LafflO 5-10-12-J Bute - 

3-2P HOH EXPLORES 57 (B) D Bate 4-10-12 —J Cdaghan B 
04- LEG BffOflUM 452 Uc 5 WUanson 4-10-12 


80P- SNOOTY ESKMO 186 J HNdarar S-10-12 ..... 
(VO- TTOJI BAY 349 C Rata 6-10-12 


"■MM 


.DPutor 


9-4 Hoh bfljkxo. H Es Go, 9-2 Cmema Paxfca. 13-7 Donrira F^yor. 10-1 Rra- 

wood. U-1 Ghn Pate. 16-1 otas. 


1.40 ASHLEYBANK INVESTMENTS BEG TWfflUE 
NOVICES CHASE (£4.143: 3m Ify (4) 

FMurSdi 6-11-6 —C McCamadt (5) wa 

I FMurpEy 7-11-1--AMaoufeTff 

WKetihj 1D-11-0 _B Storey - 


1 0-21 SUPER 11 A 

2 20-1 ftimm 12 

3 MV RJHYSTAfli 

4 F34- in FRANGUPAM 277 N RWranfe 7-11-0 . 


.AOnbbta - 


4-5 AkHb. 2-1 Super. 4-1 Mr ftangfpanl. 100-1 FuySta 

2.10 QUSNS HEAD HOTEL (KELSO) HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2,731: 2m 110yd) (5) 


1 -in Rossan 

2 /11/LM0 60B . 

3 43P-JUSTH MAC 1 

4 0446SUPBlT0Pia 

5 32-6 PALAHGATE 


. J P MontaHi 5-12-0 C McOumck (5) 116 

i fteten 7-11-6 __ADohiifci - 

W\G£) J FbGertd 7-11-6 —P Mwn 109 
I L Liino iD-ii-3 -W Dmrtno ( 

COS) TuibOtarB 9-11-31 JaiftN | 



6-4 AbmL 3-1 Justtn UK. 5-1 LMo. 13-2 Fttazgtfe Kina >2-1 Svatop. 


2.40 PETER AND GILLIAN ALLAN HANDICAP 

CHASE (£4,907:2m 6f 110yd) (6) 

IJJOTMB 10-12-0 L 


1 SIP-BEACHY HEAD 250 j 

2 31-0 DAVY BLAKE 171 

3 P5-4 SHANAGARHY171 

4 34B MAJOR BELL IIJCJJW 

5 11-8 HAUGHTY FUTIM 11 (E 

6 FBF- COMMTTED! 


101M 10-12-0 L cogpsr (7) 130 
TWHrty 11-11-13 jfSSrth 130 
|F Murphy 9-11-8 ..S Dwadt (3) 111 
0 A WhBm 10-114) „B 

IJJOTIeB 9-10-12 .AI _ 

! (BF.F.&S) N Rkawds 7-10-1 

A Dobttn 129 


11-4 Mtjoi BdL 4-1 SIwBi^iy. 9-2 Mugty FAn, CranAKd SdwMa 5-1 Dwy 
Btate. 13-2 Beadiy (tad 


3.10 LANGHOLM DYEING COMPANY CONDITIONAL 
NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,290: 2m 61110yd) (6) 

1 -041 CALLFOURSEASONS 12 p) Wi A Srinbank 6-12-0 

BGrtean 47 

2 560- BLACKKX BOY23FM R Btekran7-10-13 ..HBn&tkran flH 

3 5F-2 MR SLOAN 38 J Gone &-1D-11-“ 

4 4-64 MOUNTAVI DREAM 11 R Aten 5-10-4-S Duraek 72 

5 405- OISTWICT 200 A HNhns 5-10-1- CUcConnack SO 

6 50-8 IRK OF ITS TRADE 16 Us D ThteSOi 6-10-0 _N Honocte 61 

5-4 CdHuraaMK, 7-2 Mr Steak 6-1 MauMn Dream, 7-1 Dtaad, 8-1 Stack Ira 
Boy, 10-1 Trtt 0( The Trade. 

3.40 SCOTTISH SPORTS AID FOUNDATION HANDI¬ 
CAP CHASE (£3,388: 2m If) (5) 

I.F&S) J OSver 9-11-10 — J I 


1 P8-P WKRWER 12 I 

2 F32- HGLETffliAH It . 

3 P-13 BRI AR'S DH JGHT Tl 

4 53-1 SmSGFTHII 

5 -035 EM35E MAN 11 ffjt 


***** 


110-11-0 -A 

jJBactay 7-10-1 -R 

IF Vfefcn 10-10-0 



2-1 tapletanbn. Sobgbih. 5-2 Ms's DedgN. 13-2 Win AM, 33-t Bdse Man. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAKERS; 1 Dateaay. 5 Wmera hyn 9 luaws. 5i61 Mrs A Mnbank. 
9 ton 29. SIJKTf MbKij. 4 (ram 13. 30J* J J OTWL 0 fnm 37. 
2T5V J FKzGeraU. 4 tan 21.1IUf%; F Mibdu 3 bom 21.14J* P 
Uontetth. 17bon 121,14.K.R Alton. 10tam8l. 12-3*. 

JOCKEYS: P Mwn. 43wmn boml4l rUas. 305*: E Cafegttn. 4 tan 
16.25.0%; J CaOadan. 12 (ram 63,19.0K; A DobUi. 31 bom 174.178* 
D Pate. 11 fram &9.15J%: L Wyer, 11 tan 75,147%; J Sonpta. B bon 
44.13.Rk B Hartang. 8 tram 73, lid*; B Sarejr. 19 bn l& 10.4*. 


BUNKERED RRST TIME: Keteo 3.10 Black Ice Boy. 



1J20 Ever Blessed 
1^0 Oh Donna 
220 Just Nip 


THUNDERER 

2.50 Saxon Duke 
3.20 Mouse Bird 

3.50 Percy Parkeeper 


rsnekeeper’s top rating: 2^0 ELA AGAP1MOU. 


GOING: SOFT 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 


1.20 


HALLOWEEN NOVICES CHASE (£3.977:2m 4f) (4 iimnas) 

Mt-13 --RDtHMOdy QE 

awShii-a - sS - 

-11-4-—doubtra. - 


191 Wll- ALBERMARLE1S5 
1® 3M11 M) fffiTREAT 109 

103 4711F CATAB0UC214P 

104 3/232- EYHlBLBSai 



| Mrs JP*ran&-iM A Thornton - 

BETTHGt 6-11 Ateemnds. 5-2 Era BtesaL 7 2 No tebat 

1997- COPPSI BOY fl-i 1-3 B Pmrf (2-1) R Bates 4 ran 

Atamrfe tot &d 14J m ID-nim nonce dose M Martel Raccn fTrr. 


aaanc. Ew Btessen 1512nc ol 7o 
3U 3nd ol i5 ta bot's FUter in nom tu 



EVER BUSSH). ol tiniar aMMy u Attramarta on nudes, e tawmd in iBcept ol 


1.50 LIONEL VICK MEMORIAL NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.779:3m) (4 runners) 


201 2F33P- OGHAM HLL202 

202 /131P- OH DONNA 228 (D, 

203 234-11 EXECUTIVE KMG 7 
2W P0Q34) RAMBUNG SAM 12 (D, 

Long tendteao: Ramtt&g Sam 9-i 
BETTW: M Enctftw IQtw. 11-41 


J Btowi) C Mm 7-11-10_R L 

I ttewasra) N Henomon 6-10-13_M Al_ 

) (6Habbord)6Huhhail7-10-13(Eer)_API 

T (0 Jcntaj G BaUnQ 6-10-0_B ( 



wham HU, 4-1 Oh Dura. 33-1 Ftonttog Sara 
FOHTAUE 7-10-1 tt R Wteypl-^it Badey 4 ran 

* putted 141 m lunfcap lunSe or fonr M (3m 31, son). pre<h 
I ill nt 7 ID IIoq Amla n lundrcao run* a Cnepan. (7m 41 
—* On Duma wned m m rmres tanflc^i fesr at tentm 

_H In 19-rume naKimnceliirtltai WlnanionlSTia 

1 W n 5-nnner mwiee chase at tonocon Om sote. prwweJy beaiWU- 
BKfcan CbES a tow Fteer Qs El 11 Dr! bsarw. Rotebm Sam 3T 
tt Tcmcesw (2m 61. good to soflj. prenouUy 1613rd id 9 u Sets Use Day 
mOLsoD 

MMOMy seated deeper a many and can compine tec iw-hek 


2.20 TOM HASSON TROPHY HANDICAP HURDLE [SHOWCASE RACE 
AND TOTE TNFECTA RACE] (£4,958; 2m 51) (9 runners) 

(Hon S Sallttftury) H Daly 7-12-0— . .R Johnson - 

) (Ura A Fari4M)MP«e 4-11-9-- .A P McCoy 133 

‘■'“•"an3SansburlHQte 10-11-9 _— 

MTurner & CWMr) G MeCaun 7-11-5 VV& 

I (Supwe lam Parniay lbs, H Kmtfa 7-1D-13 . j 
ijGd(ara&-TO-i!.... 


301 1/22P- TBNEH2B6 

302 11RJ2- RAAIWATCH 

303 63/4-F SUN SURFER 14. 

304 21121- RSI CURATE 212 

305 12UFF- SUPREME LADY 

306 2132-3 SOLUMM14 

307 4114-1 JUST MP 23 

308 003-13 ELAA6AF! . 

309 10112-TEAATRAL IK 


S Wynne 100 
Mareton 136 


-L 


I Sea). D & U bus) Ura L nwaOs 5-10-10 J A 

FiJJ£^) (Action) G L Moore 5-10^9_R_ 

| (B Gore Erkmuttci Irabng inn C Epenon (-UF6 .J Ostwne 


132 

138 


BETTWG: 4-1 Red Cnte. TeastraL 5-1 RttoBtrA id Mb. Sdnman. 7-1 Eb Mou. 12-1 Sun Suites. 161 
Sivreme Lady. 25-i Tceoi 

1997; DMAYDAN 5-11-4 A P McCor (1-0 b>) M fipr 3 ran 

Tebidn Dulled 111 In tmBoa chase al Wlncaann (3m II HOyd, goodi. 
pwtaiJy 3WI 2nd d 4 to Mwfa Sofan ii fsntttD chase a UrnfieW 
_ dm 41 HOyd. sot). Rdmutrch El 2nd gl 12 lo h isdeebiMcehudhr 

B 1 to soffL jsi^wieiy 181 Ml ol 25 Ed Upgrade h tuflJe jrarte 1 a Chetenbom 
in hanitap hurdle * Cheherham (2m a. BoodL prmHdiy 231 «ti d 9 mte- 
lodi Ora 71 llrad. good id soB) Red Cdrae bea Tammdo a n Stumer nonce 



oeft lid it tente a teydodi 

hide at Ctoepstmr (2m 411H. C 

grade 3 ai Sendnm (2m 41 111) 

HMmO (2m 3110yd. soB). prr 


r): praraudy 3W 2nd d 16 lo Uonboe m nwice Itardlcap twdte 

_ .. }. Eohxnan 13 id d 7 n Nog (2 Thieves h hnneap hudto al 

(3ii 3110yd. sofl). prevlouUy id 2nd Ol 11 IQ lannkaran m imn hunte a) Chahertram 12m 11. 
Just Mp near Wesley's Lad 41 «9-rur«»r handicap tuntteatPlumiiMn tan 41. ond). Dwteciv 161 
1 id Sunme Ctnrm n novica teerOa ai Ascot (2m 4L sob) BaAgmlMou 10 id ol 5 tn Sitoeii m 
Kempton (2m M. good); prsviotdy beat Dts&d Stem j'd in 4-nmei amam handicap 
lutfle 3 Ptanpnn (2m 4L nod to Am). Tndte 1212nd id 15 la Fatal Junior 11 iBBUcap hurle al Punch- 
etewn dm 2L ta*y): mmuly IU DlgU (Won B M 4-nimw 4yo novice tmte al Hereted (3n if. 50#) 
90L0MAII should sip tfnn tor he reonpearance AH and h open u Improiwnem ai Ns trip 


40 

hsnficap 


2.50 


FURLONG CLUB NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 


(£2,707:3m 110yd) (7 runners) 

401 1-1F2U AQUAVTTA 7 (F.6) 

402 2314-2 GA»W DUKE 15) 


J S Moore 4-12-0_ 


<03 5F/40- SHAOBWAM 42F 

404 2/345- VffiECKLESS MAN 1' 

405 5P30-2 HK3WAN0 JACK 11 

406 560-4 YAKALFARAJ35 

407 PfflPPP FAU 



.Jltegee 


cute Pamwship) P Hotea 7-12-0 L_. 

C Poptom 7-11-9-OMcPbMI ( 

. JWdlJDtdll-11-7-MARD 

. . J (K Gftbons & B Codin A Turned 6-10-13 ,_.J I 

ALFARAJ 35 Mss J Wlbon) P Mtephy 4-10-4_.W Marten 

7 (G tUctards) Graham Richads mm _jk C Ra 


Lono hjedbap: Fad 8-tO 

BETTM: 2-1 Sn» Dote. 6-2 7-2 Ittaddra Mat. 6-1 ArpMn. 13-1 ShairMa m AnamG6-i 

FadL 

1997: mSlMCK 6-10-9 A P McCoy (B-15 (a) J King 4 on 
Aquavtte unssted rider h haodop tee do id Karj 



,_ _ haodop 

pranaiBiy 10 2nd d 6 ID Borazon In hendap Iwi 


rjfcm (3m 110yd, sot), 
me ol warcaw (2m 41, 


Chetentoam 
nasdee 

sor( 2 m. 
(2m 71, 


ZLt 


_ ^ Saar Drte BJ £ral ol 9 B Udy Ot Gaknencn ki ruvtee tude a: 

Fad («b Betts of] piled ua Shadnran 3617* d 19 to Etnea Wiliam ui 
aiWaiirtck{2m3L DQod)'.Bimhiic)y 1BI 4tti 01 IBtoSftteu tonovtceludeai Wtoo- 
MkMess Mot beaten a astence 5ti ol 13 lo Tamaindo In amatol novice hwdbi at Eneta 

_I4lflh oOloEauDo Cologne Altaraflc^iteiiSea! Nesfiray (3m tlDyd. good). 

. _ 2nCo! 15loTadanBoylnnnvtahajitfcaptMi!lea!Ascol(2rn4l.goddtosoh1:H»noiE(v 

2iTllte ol 19 to Hgh Sunms to haodop tude a Wiacanion (2m<2. good n bm). Yak Aiaril 1714ih d 7 
to The Bargeman In mAca handicap hudto a Emer (2m 61. good). 

MGHLAND JACK, a tormer •tons' between ton Rags, «dl be sided by tots tost ol stamina 


3.20 WINTERBOURNE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,396: 2m If) (5 runners) 

W\S£)(JBonne)RAtos6-12-2(6 sj) -flWktaerO) 111 

~ I.KM9Mg j PtohepP Mcftote 7-1 M2 (5a}_.J Tggd 115 

-E Itisband 112 

..OMcPhaB 


50! 233-31 CDOLTffll HBW 91 
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3.50 EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE (QUAUF1ER) 

(£3,019:2m 110yd) (13 runners) 
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COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

Rnrs 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wins 

Rnrs 

% 

TTae 
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5 

60.0 
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7 
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56 
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20 
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6 

35 

17.1 
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6 

30 
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R Alner 

6 

37 
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R Dummdy 

18 
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17.0 
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RUGBY UNION 


Woodward puts 
his faith in 
Luger and Cony 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 11 1998 

JpfSl Wyatt sets 
Barbarians 
on way to 
stylish 
victory 


ENGLAND, veering from 
doubt to certainty within 24 
hours, sprang two surprises in 
the XV that will start against 
The Netherlands in the first of 
their two World Cup qualify¬ 
ing games, at Huddersfield on 
Saturday. Dan Luger will win 
his first cap on the left wing 
and Martin Cony leapfrogs 
some distinguished rivals to 
come in at No 8. 

injuries that removed Law¬ 
rence DahagJio. David Rees. 
Tony Underwood and KLyran 
Bracken from contention left 
Clive Woodward, the England 
coach, debating the merits of 
Luger against Spencer Brown 
and Tom Beim — both of them 
members of die tour party to 
the southern hemisphere — 
and the Harlequin won 
through. 

Woodward, though, had 
little doubt about his anteced¬ 
ents: “When I coached the Eng¬ 
land Under-21 side. Malt Per¬ 
ry. David Rees and Dan were 
the stand-out players,” he 
said. 

P&rry and Rees have al¬ 
ready leapt into the senior 
squad, but Luger. 23, whose 
father, Darko, is from Croatia, 
has been held bade fay injury. 
He broke his arm after mov¬ 
ing from Orrell to Harlequins, 
than severely damaged knee 
ligaments playing against 
Auckland Blues early last 
yean he did not return until 
December, but the knee trou¬ 
bled him for the rest of the sea¬ 
son. However, he is new hilly 
fit and benefiting from Harle¬ 
quins' upsurge in form: seven 
tries from nine Allied Dunbar 
Premiership games are testa¬ 
ment to the qualify of the fast¬ 
est player in the England 
squad. 

“1 thought there were too 
many guys ahead of me to get 
a cap and when I heard I was 
to make my debut, I was 
speechless,” Luger, 6ft lin and 
14st 71b. said. He will be the 
twelfth player to appear as a 
; since Woodward became 


TEAMS 


ENGLAND: M P*ny (Baft): A HMtay 
(LeJgasier). W GrMmraod (lactwte*). J 
Gossett (Salty. D Luger (Hariaqjhs); P 
Grayaon (Northampton). M Dmmon 
(Northam p ton). J Laonatni (Hwtapimsl. R 
Cocfeerti (Lefcfistert. D Gartorfli (Leces- 
ter]. K Johnson (Laoasier. captain), G 
Archer (Nmcastte), B Clarks (Rtchmondj, 
N Bach (Leicester). N Carry [Lerasten. 
fteptacaiMme: N Bee! (NarthampMnj, P 
tfe Gtanvflta (Bath). M On fBatitj. R HA 
(Saracens), T Rodber (Northampton), G 
RoMnJna (Leicester). P Groaning (Sate). 
Other WWW Cup aquad members: T 
Balm (Sola). W Gwen (Wflspa), A Dfproaa 
(Saracens). D Grewcodc (Saracens) 
IRELAND: C O'Shea (London Wsh): J 
Bishop (London Irtsty, P Dutanan iGaStss- 

S . J Ball (Dunganntfir K Hoggs 
EBwood(G£*wrfen3).C»flcQuirv- 

nass (St Mary's College): P Cfohnsy 
(Yomg Minster), R NawMa (Newcastle). 
P WUm* (Saracens), P Johns (Saracens, 
captain], M O’Ketty (London lush]. E Muter 
(Tererue CoSftcK). A Ward (Balyrataich]. 
V CostaAola May’s Cortege?. Ftaptoca- 
C Scatty (UtB). DHunphrnys 
(Dtiflarort. G Dempsey (Teraruro QoF 
tagai.0 O'Cuhaiaagdn (Sate). J DenM- 
son (Castresj, J RtqMriek (Dungannon), 
A Ctarka (Dungannon). 


suaded that the combination 
of Neil Back and Cony in the 
back row would work well, 
with Ben Clarke taking over 
from Dallaglio. 

Injuries have helped the de¬ 
cision-making process: Dal¬ 
laglio, the nominated captain, 
will miss both World Cup 
games, against the Dutch and 
Italy, which gives Clarke his 
opportunity, while, at scrum 
half. Matt Dawson retains his 
place from die summer tour 
because Bracken, his inveter¬ 
ate rival, hurt his bade in train¬ 
ing on Monday. Dawson will 
have his club partner with 
him at half back. Paul Grays¬ 
on having been preferred to 
Mike Catt 

Dallaglio sprained a medial 
ligament against Northamp¬ 
ton at the weekend but will 
hope to have achieved full fit¬ 
ness in time to lead the side 
against Australia on Novem¬ 
ber 28. “It was an obvious deri- 


Corry, who was capped 
twice against Argentina, last 
year, will start his first interna¬ 
tional at home as (he form 
player of die domestic season 
and ahead of Tony Diprose, 
who was probably the unludd- 
est mm to miss selection. Car¬ 
ry will have four Leicester col¬ 
leagues alongside him in die 
pack. Woodward being per- 



Cony in great form 


sion to withdraw this week 
and we will have to see if 
things improve.” he said. “I'm 
a quick healer.” ' 

Pat Dujgnan, who was bom 
in Canada and raised iiv Aus¬ 
tralia, will make his debut for 
Ireland in the World Cup qual¬ 
ifying match against Georgia 
in Dublin on Saturday. Duig- 
nan. 26. will partner Jonathan 
Bell in the centre, with Kevin 
Maggs, of Bath, reverting to 
the left wing after appearing 
in his dub position of centre 
against South Africa during 
the summer tour. 

There are ten survivors 
from the side beaten 33-0 in 
Pretoria, including Keith 
. Wood, who is in contractual 
dispute with the Irish Rugby 
Football Union. Paddy Johns 
retains the captaincy and will 
be joined in the second row by 
Malcolm O’Kelly, with Jere¬ 
my Davidson, die British Isles 
lode, who joined Castres dur¬ 
ing the summer, having to be 
■content with a seat among the 
replacements. 

Eric Miller, who has played 
only four games this season 
for Ulster and his new dub. 
Terenure College, returns to 
international rugby after an 
unhappy 1997-98 season at 
blind-side flanker. Neither 
Trevor Brennan, capped in the 
summer in die back row. nor 
Alan Quinlan, the Munster 
flanker, could be considered 
because of injuries. Peter 
Dohessy switches to loose- 
head prop in what could be a 
permanent move this season. 

The replacements include 
Ciaran Sculy. who shared in 
the Irish Schools’ unbeaten 
tour to Australia in 19%. The 
promotion to the senior squad 
of the young scrum half is 
encouragement to the younger 
generation to stay at home 
rather than seek employment 
in England 

□ The Rugby Football Union 
has postponed the appeal 
against suspension lodged by- 
Richmond on behalf erf Scott 
QuinneU until next week. 
QuinneU, who will be shown 
off today by Llanelli as part of 
a three-man package (along¬ 
side Jason Barrel!, a prop 
from New Zealand, and Salesi 
Finau, the Tonga centre) re¬ 
cruited to the dub, is therefore 
dear to play for Wales against 
South Africa on Saturday. The 
disciplinary hearing will be 
heard on Tuesday. 



Lager was pleasantly surprised to be selected. “1 thought there were too many guys ahead of me to get a cap,” he said 

Expedience is name of the game 


BOASTING a number of 
players whose facial features 
suggest doser links with Scan¬ 
dinavia titan Polynesia, tfae 
New Zealand Maoris squad 
that arrived in Scotland last 
week was dearly not picked 
on the basis of radal purify. 
Selection for the Maoris, effec¬ 
tively an All Blacks develop¬ 
ment XV nowadays, has be¬ 
come a matter of expedience 
rather than ancestry, but tfae 
same could be said of the Ed¬ 
inburgh Reivers, their oppo¬ 
nents at Mansfield Park. Ha¬ 
wick. tonight. 

Conceived as a full-time pro¬ 
fessional side that would ring- 
fenee players from the lowly 
standards of dub rugby in or¬ 
der to compete in the Europe¬ 
an Cup, the Reivers' raison 
d'etre suffered a blow on Sun¬ 


By Ajlasdalr Reid 


day -when they were knocked 
out of that tournament by Ul¬ 
ster. Yesterday, having lost a 
host of players to injury and 
international squad selection, 
they brought in a number of 
replacements from the dubs 
from which they were previ¬ 
ously so anxious to distance 
themselves. 

Stephen Scott, the Gala 
hooker, is the only one in the 
starting line-up. but Gordon 
Ross, of Heriofs. Gregor Hay- 
ter. of Watsonlans. Alan Watt, 
of Currie, and Jim Hay. of 
Preston Lodge, have been giv¬ 
en seats on the bench. That 
the latter two are full interna¬ 
tionals says much about the bi¬ 
zarre nature of Scottish rugby 
these days. 


So. too, does the fact that 
Aaron Collins has 'been 
named at inside centre by the 
Reivers. Collins, himself a 
New Zealander, has been 
drafted in from Glasgow Cale¬ 
donians. Scotland's other su¬ 
perdistrict side, the outfit that 
gave him a contract this sea¬ 
son, but has not yet felt the 
need to call on his services as 
a player. 

By contrast the Maoris side 
looks almost conventional, 
mixing youth and experience 
for tiie first game of their 
three-match Scottish four. 
Their backs contain three All 
Blacks in Adrian Cashmore. 
Norm Berryman and Glen Os¬ 
borne; with Kees Meeuws. the 
tight-head prop, the only for¬ 


ward to have been capped. Of 
the others. Norm MaxwelL 
the lode, is expected to gradu¬ 
ate to fall international rugby 
in the near future, while Greg 
Feek, the loose-head prop. 
and Bruce Reihana. the wing, 
are also considered to be po¬ 
tential future All Blacks. 

The Reivers were forced 
into a late change when Hugh 
Gilmour— named on the right 
wing — withdrew with a neck 
injury. Ally Common is pro¬ 
moted from the replacements 
with Scott Nichol, of Melrose, 
coming on to the bench. 

EDINBURGH REIVERS: S Lang A Cart 
man. S ttasings. A Cdtns. J Kerr. C Chalm¬ 
ers. I Farley. RMcNiJiy. SScofl.PWnghl.0 
Bunt. I FUkwew. A Raxbutfv t Saida*. 8 
Renwk*. 

NEW ZEALAND MAORIS; A Cashmura. 8 
Retfiana, N Berryman. D Gibson. G Os¬ 
borne. T Brown, A Flynn. G FeeK S McFw- 
land, K Meeuws, N Ma*wf. 0 Waller. f Ra¬ 
ved, G Marsh. D Mwr 


Combined Services.20 

Barbarians.51 

By David Hands 

GARETH WYATT. the 
Pontypridd wing, lifted Welsh 
hearts in an important week 
for Wales when he fan in four 
tries for die Barbarians at 
Portsmouth last night Playing 
in the annual Remembrance 
Day match with the Com¬ 
bined Services, Wyatt both 
opened and closed the scoring 
for the invitation tea m with 
some delightful footwork. 

Wales meet South Africa on 
Saturday, hoping that they 
can produce similar free 
running, if not the military ex¬ 
otica to which the Barbarians 
were treated by the Services: 
during their brief time togeth¬ 
er, they were taken to sea by 
submarine, to the air by Chi¬ 
nook helicopter and across 
Salisbury Plain in a tank. 

In return, they scored nine 
tries against their hosts; led 
with considerable skill by Rich¬ 
ard PookJones. the Barbari¬ 
ans established a comfortable 
first-half lead, showing their 
traditional colours by running 
the ball from the first moment. 
The mixture of Taumalolo, the 
Tonga fly half, and the burly 
Trevor Walsh, of Henley, in 
the centre proved a handful 
for the Services as they tried to 
establish some cohesion in 
front of an enthusiastic crowd. 

The Barbarians flagged 
only in the second half, when 
the Services, victors over The 
Netherlands a week earlier 
and lifted by the presence of 
Rory Underwood, the former 
England wing, scored 17 
points in a 14-minute flurry. 

SCORERS: Cqpnbined Services: Trios: R 
Underwood (57mn). Graham (59). Graaro-' 
lade-Jones (68) Conversion: Graham. 
Pnnafty goad: Graham (16). Barbarians: 
Tries: Wyafl 4 (14.2a *5.60). Welsh (23). 
Thomas pa). attack (43). Taumatota (54). 
Pookjcnes (60) Conversions: Taomaloto 
3 

SCORING SEQUENCE fCorriboied Servic¬ 
es fall. 0-7. 3-7. 3-12. 3-19. 3-24 [ha I- 
(imej. 3-29. 3-34. 3-41.10-41.15-41. 15-46. 
20-46.20-51. 

COMBINED SERVICES: Gw R Greene- 
ladsslonas (Amyl. Rt Lt R Underwood 
(RAF), LS (FU D SAfion (Navy), 0 Cdl T 
Osman (Armyj. Cant B Johnson (Amy. 
rap CpI D Underwood, Army. 50). Cpt H 
Graham (Army). Mn| S Pindar (Army). 
ASM D Parks (Navy)- Maf J Branamr 
(Army). LS (R) N Bartlett (Navy), Mne D 
Cross (Navy). SAC P Taylor (RAF), Sgt R 
Amrafrong (Navy). Sir A Dawflng (Army) 
FK U C Moots (RAF. rep: Sgt P Curtis, 
Army. 56) 

BARBARIANS: J Thomas (Cardiff and 
Wales). G Wyatt iPontypndd). T Walsh 
(Henleyi, W Rune (Galwegians). H Thor- 
noycroft (Northampton). S Taumalolo 
(Ebb* Vale and Tonga: rep. T Jansen. 
Rosstyn Park. 77). D ScuflyfWakefiafct rep, 

I Sanders. Gloucester. 77). E Byrne (SI 


(Northampwn), K Whitley (Covenby; rep. R 
Banter. Exeter. 77). R PoakJonss (Slade 
Francais and England), P WitRams (Car 
dim. M Vainer (Henley) 

Rslsnw. E Morrison (Bristol) 
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Sheehan on bridge 



TV 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 
The Yugoslavs were not a major force in the 1998 Junior 
European Championships, but here one of their players 
made two thoughtful defensive plays and was rewarded with 
a game swing. 

Love all 
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Contract: Throe No-Trumps by South. Load: tan of dubs. 


PoUacki as West started off 
weu for the defence by leading 
the ten of dubs to the queen 
and king. Declarer crossed to 
dummy via the queen of 
hearts and played the four of 
diamonds to the ten. Foljadd 
imperturbably played small, 
ana after considerable 
thought declarer played the 
ace ox diamonds, then aban¬ 
doned the suit. He placed the 
king of diamonds with East. 
ana did net want to run the 
risk of giving East the lead, 
and losing four dub tricks. 

Declarer's next move was 
to cash the top spades and 
play a third spade. His plan 
was to throw west in with the 
queen of spades to collect his 


ninth trick in either dubs or 
spades. However, West 
worked out the plan and 
unblocked his queen of 
spades under the ace. When 
East came in with the jack of 
spades at the next tnck he 
could return a small dub, and 
Poljadd claimed three club 
winners and the king of dia¬ 
monds, for one down. 

The. Times Book , 
featuring the best of 
Sheehan's daily columns is 
now out. Order your coot 
from Chess & Bridge. 369 
Euston Road, London NW1 
3AR, tel: 0171 388 2404. price 
£7.99. post free for Times 
readers. 


WORD-VVATCHJNG 


ALPARGATA 

a. With feeling 

b. A pasta sauoe 

c. A sandal 

FOSSOR 

a. A wasp 

b. A legionary officer 

c. A lumberjack 


By Philip Howard 

- BAHADUR 


a. An elephant keeper 

b. A great man 

c. A desert Storm 
FLOBERT 

to A ludicrous mistake 
h. A pocket book 
c. A cartridge 

Answers cm page 46 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Polgar wins 

After a relatively quiet year, 
the world's strongest female 
player, grandmaster Judit 
Polgar his burst onto the 
scale with a splendid victoiy 
at the VAM tournament in 
Holland. 

White Jan Tim man 
Black: Judit Polgar 
VAM tournament 
Holland 1998 

Nanzo-lndian Defence 


30 Ntt4 


Bxc4 


1 tW 

2 04 

3 Nc3 

4 NO 

5 Bg5 

6 cS 

7 Rel 

8 adS 

9 e3 


NT6 

efi 

Bb4 

04) 

c5 

d6 

BXSS 

Nbd7 

06 


31 R«4 Nxel 

32 Riel . Rxa2 

33 g3 fxg3 

34 hx£3 Rb3 

35 e5 dxe5 

36 Rdl Rxf3 

37 d6 Rxg3+ 

38 Mil Rgg2 

39 Rod Rh2+ 

40 Kgl Rag2+ - 

41 m Rd2 

42 Kgl Kf7WTirte resigns 

Diagram of final position 
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’ 11 

Nd2 
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< 12 
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Bb7 

13 

e4 

Rae8 

14 

13 

Nh5 

15 

too 

Nf4 

2£ 

Nb3 

tM2+ 

17 

Qm2 

Qe6 

18 

RkH 

Btt3 

19 

tnc3 

6 

20 

Nd2 

9*4 

21 

C4 

B#6 

22 

BS3 

tft 

23 

Bel 

**5 , 

24 

Rc3 

RttB 

25 

Rdl 

tad 

26 

Mai 

NU3 

27 

Na3 

Rb2 

28 

Qctt 

Qwtl 


29 RttUL 


RJb8 


Keene online 

You can send me your queries, 
puzzles, problems and gomes 
direct by e-mail. The address 
is keenechess#aoJ.com. The 
best contributions from Times 
renters will be published ei¬ 
ther here or in the Saturday 
Times Weekend column. 
Times book 
The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from Raymond Keene's daily 
column tn -77te Times, and is 
available from bookshops or 
from RT, Batsford Ltd (tel; 
01797369966 at £6.99 plus post¬ 
age and packing). 


WINNING MOVE 


.By Raymond Keene 

Black to play- This position is 
from the game Batzorig — 
Reefat, Elista Olympiad, 1998. 

White is very vulnerable to 
an invaskm by a major piece, 
as his king is pinned to the 
back rank. How did Black 
exptafr this? 

Solution on page 46 



Four points for a tiy to find 
league’s new game-plan 


B attle lines are being 
drawn up between 
the Rugby Football 
.Union (RFU) and 
the leading dubs over the 
latter’s plans for the future of 
the domestic game. Later this 
month. Francis Baron and 
Brian Baister, respectively 
chief executive and chairman 
of the RFU, will hear four 
different proposals, the most 
contentious of which is the 
franchise option. In order to 
secure the necessary 
investment from banks who 
would underwrite the 
franchises, the clubs want a 
five-year moratorium on 
promotion and relegation to 
ensure financial stability. 

Option two is a Francois 
Pienaar plan to switch the 
English season to the 
summer and incorporate 
South African teams in a 
competition backed by 
television. More realistic is an 
expanded Allied Dunbar 
Premiership into which two 
Welsh and two Scouish teams 
could be invited. Option four 
is a strong English league 
running in tandem with a 
Celtic league with the top 
dubs from each going 
forward into a European 
competition with France. 

Account back 

Just who authorised Tony 
Hafictfs payoff after he 
resigned as the RFU 
secretary last year? That is 
the question many dubs 
want answered. The issue 
was raised again by Mike 
Wilson, the chairman of 
Leicestershire, at the RFU 
annua] finance meeting in 
London Last Friday. While 
there is no suggestion of 
unpropriefyon HaQett's 
part there is concern that 
payments might not have 
been property authorised. 
With dubs and constituent 
bodies in England facing a 
30 per cent reduction in 
grants and with six-figure 
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sums possibly involved in 
the Hallett case, the dubs 
think that they have die right 
(o know more than they do. 
Graeme Cattermole, the 
chairman of the RFU 
finance committee, said it 
was a management board 
decision and (hat there is no 
question of the RFU 
accounts hiding anything. 

Field sports 

Richard Field, who is not 
averse to enjoying the good 
life, has been in strict training 
since August for an assault 
on the round Twickenham 
record. Field, the RFU 
marketing manager, whose 
shape amid be described a* 
cnmfnrtable. intends to shed 
and raise a few pounds by 
cycling 197ic rimes around the 
stadium on November 20. 
Thai half lap is important 
because it will mean that he 
has cyded 100 miles to raise 
money for Children in Need. 
"The bike’s got 27 gears." he 
said, "but t don't think I'll be 
using more than two!" 

Plans for Nigel 

He may be a 
multimillionaire and 
leading shareholder in 
Saracens but Nigel Wray u; 
adamant that he pays his 
own way by hiring a 
hospitality box at every home 
game. He is doing so again 


this Saturday, spending 
£2.500 on a 24-seal 
hospitality suite at Vicarage 
Road, for the third rugby 
league international between 
Great Britain and New 
Zealand. 

Black days 

The indefatigable Alan Black, 
the RFU national promotions 
officer, is hitting the road 
again. Black is organising a 
series of seminars in 
Huddersfield every day next 
week to coincide with 
England's World Cup 
qualifying games. There will 
he a different topic each day 
at the McAlpinc Stadium, 
including advice on the 
tottery, sponsorship, ground 
maintenance and medical 
issues. 

Irish logic 

Quote from John MilchciL 
Sale's New Zealand-born 
coach and Clive Woodward's 
assistant, after his dub had 

beaten the increasingly 
cosmopolitan London Irish: 
“It was nice to see the 
British beating the southern 
hemisphere," he said. 

Beyond Ken 

Ken O'Connell, ihe Ireland 
flanker, who joined Castres in 
the summer, is taking time to 
get used to the customs that 
preclude drinking after a 
game in Franco. “Apparently, 
it is ixrkvtly all right to 
smoke about 40 cigarettes the 
day hefore a match, but 
drinking is totally taboo ! 
think 111 have to take up the 
fat's." 

Wing wizard 

loJo Williams, the former 
Newtown wing, who 
sacrificed his rugby career 
for bird watching, is tipped 
to become the new David 


Attenborough when his 
television series. The 
Birdmon. hits the screens. 
The 36-year-old RSPB 
officer from Caernarfon 
admits to haring flights of 
fancy as far as rugby is 
concerned. “A fantasy of 
mine has always been to play 
for Wales against England 
— and hammer them," he 
said. “I suppose 111 have to 
keep on dreaming.” 

How West won 

West Bridgford. the 
Nottingham side, are playing 
in the third round of the NPI 
Cup on Saturday, even 



Wray: box seat 


though they losr to Lincoln 
the first round and could ot 
draw in rhe second. Lincofr 
were kicked out after Seldii 
uji registered players in thei 
13-11 defeat of West Bridefo 
who progressed to the third 
round as the away side afte 
a 9-Q draw against Newark 
Percy Park and Park Hous 
were also caught out by 
vigilant Twickenham 
officials, while, in the Tettej 
Bitter Vase, seven dubs ha* 
fallen foul of the authorities 
after the first round. Bewar 
... big brother is watching! 


Mark Souste, 
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Rising from sickbed to give bowlers the treatment 



n gland cricket in good 

news shock. CrickS 
Sr™h 0tl -^ LThe ncws 

S?*“ r 

*“ gone down the plughole 

firatTest* ^ ,OSSCd up for lhe 

Thorpe got up --- 

fro® his sickbed to 
play an innings that 
might just have 
turned the tour 
around. Certainly, 
the team will have a 
spring in its step and 
maybe the Austral¬ 
ians have stopped 
laughing fora biL 


that actual illness can be a real and 
quite specific advantage. 

‘rherc are many butting stories 
of illness and miraculous scores. 
There may be two reasons for this, 
first, batting does not have the 
same physical demands as tennis 
or football or. for that matter, bowt- 

_ing. Second — and 

more important — 


trpi , mure important — 

I llC QCmSnciS ! h e vei y curious men- 
_ r- , , _ tal demands of bat' 

of batting 
seem to suit 
the sick man 9 


tal demands 
ting seem, some¬ 
times. on rare occa¬ 
sions with rare men, 
to be suited to the 
sick man. 

Thorpe said that 
he played “on 


_ piujvw VII 

Naturally* theinv^«™n__ .u autopilot** during the crucial mid- 

rounds - nitv ? le of ^e day. in which he 

hui _ ,B _ ~ belled 125 runs in an extraordinary 


iJ.7 rtTI—, r j a ,,u ‘ «uways in — 
buttheres a truth behind the joke, 
as th -re is behind most jokes. Thar 
misfortune can be an inspiration. • 
ata • as old as sport indeed older, 
but we must consider the notion 


counter-attack. Sickness, far from 
being a disadvantage, seems to 
have been a help lo him. It would 
appear that this splendid innings 
was not made in spite of his 


sickness, it was made precisely 
because of it. 

History's mut famous sick bats¬ 
man was Eddie Paynler. who 
played (he crucial innings in the 
mast famous Test match ever 
played, the pivotal third Test in the 
Bodylinc serics-of 1932-33. Paynter 
did not get up from a mere 
sickbed: he played his great in¬ 
nings from hospital. 

He was il] before the match, but. 
fearing for his place, didn't tell his 
captain. Douglas Jardine. Eng¬ 
land were 216 for six in reply to 
Australia's 340. Paynter. fielding 
in the heat had collapsed, been 
told that he was suffering from ton¬ 
sillitis and been packed off to hospi¬ 
tal with a soaring temperature. 

He came out to bat from his hos¬ 
pital bed. batted out the last 90 min¬ 
utes of the day and then returned 
to hospital wh^rc he was served 
cold chicken and iced champagne. 
He got up to co- >: nue next day and 
made 83. setting up England for 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


victory. In the second innings, he 
made the winning hit A six. 

Perhaps a still more remarkable 
sickbed effort came from Dean 
Jones, of Australia, in Madras in 


1986-87. In extraordinary, more or 
less unplayable heal Jones made 
210. At first he lost so much liquid 
that It bubbled cut through the 
laceholes in his boots. 

Hie second day was serious. 
Jones could not drink, because he 
could not keep anything down. He 
kept vomiting out in the middle. 
Twice, he urinated inside his trou¬ 
sers. He had cramp and could not 
bend his knees to sweep. He had 
pins and needles in his arms. His 
second hundred came in 84 balls 

At 160, be wanted to retire. Allan 
Border, his captain, told him: “AD 
right if that's the way you feel let's 
get a real Australian out here — a 
Queenslander." Jones stayed. At 
tea. his team-mates stripped him, 
cooled him down, redressed him. 
sent him out having “forgotten” 
his box and thigh-pad. When his in¬ 
nings was at last over, Jones 
stepped out of his 1 iced tub and 
woke up in hospital on a saline 
drip- He later discharged himself 


to be with the boys. He wanted to 
know if he had reached his 
hundred. 

Great tales. There are plenty of 
stories about athletes overcoming 
injury. A1 Oerter, the American dis¬ 
cus thrower, removed his surgical 
collar to make the throw that won 
him the third of his 
four Olympic gold 
medals. “These are 
the Olympics, you’d 
die for them.” he 
said. Bjom Borg won 
Wimbledon one year 
while giving himself 
injections in the stom¬ 
ach at the change of 
ends. 

Yet illness is different from inju¬ 
ry. Illness is something that affects 
not an exterior bit of yourselt but 
the core. You cannot blame "this 
rotten leg of mine”, you can only 
blame your rotten self. You bear of 
an injured person being alienated 
from his own leg; no one was ever 


‘Jones woke 
up in 

hospital on a 
saline drip’ 


alienated from a flu lug. In illness, 
you are truly less than yourself. 
Odd. then, that some people be¬ 
come more than themselves within 
in its grasp. 

It is the nature of baiting that 
you seem to stand there to receive 
the bullets of fortune. Every bats¬ 
man has moments of 
feeling like St Sebas¬ 
tian. David Gower 
said that he some¬ 
times felt like the 
Spike Milligan 
poem: The boy 
stood on the burning 
deck. Twit” 

_ Illness adds one 

more layer of suffer¬ 
ing to the sense of personal martyr¬ 
dom, perhaps a nund-dcaring one. 
Illness rids your brain of inessen¬ 
tials like your place and your bat¬ 
ting average. Illness takes you 
right to the end of your tether. 
Which is where some people f nd 
themselves. 
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batter way 
to record 


From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 
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r • ADELAIDE (final day of 
: ■ four): England XI drew with 
■'/:;.Soulh Australia 

THERE are many ways of sav¬ 
ing a game of cricket but few 
can have been as impressive 
as this. After an undignified 
three-day tutorial from the 
state players of South Austral¬ 
ia, England contrived a mo¬ 
nopoly of the closing sessions 
as an unbroken partnership of 
377 between Graham Thorpe 
and Mark Ramprakash broke 
a 78-year-old record for over¬ 
seas sides in Australia. 

Thorpe'S unbeaten 223 was. 
the best score of his career and 


SCOREBOARD 


ENGLAND Xfc First Innings 187 (N Hus¬ 
sain 57. D G Cork 51}. 

Second Innings 

MA Butcher b GUespla —---5 


try' 

Tie- 


•-V 

i r -“ 




i UlU 


M A Atherton run out.........——-— 

N Hussain Bw b Harrity...— 

"tA J Stewart tow b Btewett- 

6 P Thorpe not out_..... 

M R Ramprak»jsfi not out. 


...53 
—17 
— 0 


.223 


Extras (b a lb ID, w 1. nb 6). 
Total (4 wkts)- 


.140 

—19 


P 


| n 

lii 


\ V 


FALL OF WICKETS; 1-28.2-72,3-75.4-80. 

BOWLING; GBlespie 27-14-52-1; Hemty 
317 87-1; Amotd 25-5-1 180: Johnson 
15-2-46-0: Btowett 13-029-1; Crook 
25-5-91-0; Fault 4-0-21-0. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: First 
S Stow* 143. J M Vaughan 58: 

48). 

Umpires; P G Parker and S J Davies. 


a precious injection of confi¬ 
dence for a man who has suf- 
■i fered chronic self-doubt since 
midsummer. Ramprakash 
made 140 not out and, in the 
process, reconfirmed his hold 
on the Test place that he has 
never believed has been any¬ 
thing more than on loan. And 
England remained unbeaten 
on tour, which is not quite the 
hollow achievement that it 
may sound. 

The fact that they have been 
outplayed in consecutive 
igames by depleted state teams 
is not a stirring recommenda¬ 
tion of England's prospects in 
the serious business ahead, 
but their tenacity on the final 


day of each game, not merely 
avoiding defeat but dismissing 
the possibility, reconfirms the 
impression that, for all their in¬ 
furiating lapses, they have be¬ 
come more difficult to beat 

To put events yesterday in' 
context, Thorpe and Rampra¬ 
kash came together on Mon¬ 
day evening with England 
four wickets down and still 58 
short of making South Austral¬ 
ia bat again. Tne most embar¬ 
rassing of mishaps — a three- 
day loss by an innings — con¬ 
fronted them. 

By start of play yesterday, 
they were marginally in profit 
but during a testing morning, 
they needed to see off the seen 
ond new ball, propelled by two 
of Australia's sparkiest fast 
bowlers. Only when this was 
achieved could they begin to in¬ 
dulge themselves against sup¬ 
port bowling of no great quali¬ 
ty- 

Though the circumstances 
should in no sense lx com¬ 
pared with those in a Test 
match, this was a monumen¬ 
tal stand. It spanned more 
than six hours and overhauled 
by nine runs the 368 shared 
for the second wicket by Wil¬ 
fred Rhodes, then a sprightly 
43, and L C. A. G. Pack) Rus¬ 
sell, coincidentally for the 
MCC touring team in the cor¬ 
responding game on this 
ground in 1920-21. 

The England management 
aware of the record, sent out 
Ben HollioaJke to inform the 
pair when they were ten runs 
short. A token declaration was 
delayed in order that they 
should pass the mark and the 
rain that had threatened all 
day then drew a veil over what 
would have been 85 minutes of 
irrelevance. 

After that there were com¬ 
memorative pictures to be tak¬ 
en in from of the scoreboard, 
interviews to be staged and 
much communal backs lap¬ 
ping. The batsmen concerned 
seemed creditably realistic, 
however, knowing that far 
tougher assignments lie in 



South Africa 
hails the 
arrival of Lara 

Inigo Gilmore sees West Indies 
make a belated start to their tour 


Ramprakash, the junior partner in the stand with Thorpe, drives through the covers during his unbeaten 140 


wait, grateful only that they 
can now plan to be involved in 
them, something neither had 
been taking for granted. 

Thorpe admits he has con¬ 
sciously avoided planning 
ahead since undergoing back 
surgery in July. “Instead of 
thinking two or three year. on. 
I'm going from game to game, 
trying to make the most of 
what I’ve got," he said. “It was 
in my mind that I might not 
make this tour and the fact 
that my back is fine so far is 
the most pleasing side of il” 

He almost did riot make il to 
the middle yesterday, after a 
night of sickness. “It was a flu- 
type bug and I still wasn't feel¬ 
ing great when I woke up. I 
did consider phoning to say I 
should give it a miss." Thorpe 
said. Despite looking wan and 
promising himself an early 
night, he was relieved to have 
changed his mind. “Runs 
come before confidence and on 
this tour, in particular, it was 
important for me to get off on 
the right foot." 

For Ramprakash. a complex 
character, one sometimes feels 
that competition is a burden¬ 
some handicap and that the 


looming shadow cast by John 
Crawley, since his 153 in the fi¬ 
nal Test of summer, is actually 
preventing him being the play¬ 
er he should be. 

"IVe played nine Tests in a 
row and i want that to contin¬ 
ue, but I have felt the pressure 
on this tour." he said. "It's diffi¬ 
cult to go out and play attack¬ 
ing shots in my position, be¬ 
cause I feel that in every in¬ 
nings I play for England, I 
have to try and make an im¬ 
pact” He did so here through 


rigid application and technical 
merit more than tire fluency of 
his strokeplay. He scored only 
28 before lunch and, in a re¬ 
markable afternoon session 
that produced 194 runs from 
33 overs, Ramprakash contrib¬ 
uted just 67. He acknowledges 
his inhibitions, even explains 
them luridly, but there will be 
so much better to come from 
him when finally he is per¬ 
suaded to feel secure. 

An hour into the day, Ram¬ 
prakash gave a half-chance to 


RECORD PARTNERSHIPS 


300-RUN PARTNERSHIPS BY TOURING TEAMS IN AUSTRALIA 


Tot WktPartnom 

377* 5th G P ThoroeAl R Rarrprakash 
368 2nd W HhodesJA C RusseU 
344 5lh M C Cowdrey/T W Graveney 
341 -3rd E J Bariow/R G Poftw* 

333 4th W R Hanroond/E H Hendren 
323 1st JBHobte/WRhodes 
323 6m E H HendrerVJ W H T Douglas 
318 3rd G A FauScnef/A W Nouree 
314 id A CMtcLartm/TW Hayward 


Match 

England XI vS Australia 
MCC v South Australia 
MCC y South Austrela 
South Africa v Aushafia 
MCC v NSW 
MCC v Ausirafca 
MCC v Victoria 
South Africans v NSW 
MCC v NSW 


Adelaida 196889 
Adelaida 1920-21 
AdBakJe 1962-63 
Adelaide 196864 
Sydney 1928-29 
fcfetooume 1911-12 
Melbourne 193021 
1910-11 
1901-02 


350-RUN PARTNERSHIPS BY ENGLISH TEAMS OVERSEAS 


Tot WM Partner* 

402 4th W WaeorVT W Graveney 
3SM 3rd R T S*npsorVD C S Compton 
377* 5th G P ThorpelM R RarnpraHmh 
366 2nd W Rhodes/A C Russel 
359 1at L Hunon/C Washbrock 
356 2nd J M freariey/D L Amss 

□ Comprfed by EM Frindall 


Match 

Brosh Guiana Georgetown 1953-54 

ME Transvaal Barton 1948-49 

South Australia Adelaida 1998-99 

South AustraiB Adelaide 1920-21 

SouhA&ica Johannesburg 1948-49 

Pakistan U-2S XI Dacca 196667 


slip off Greg Blewett during 
the final over with the old ball. 
His innings was chanceless 
thereafter and although 
Thorpe might have been 
caught three times, the first oc¬ 
casion was not until he had 
made ISO and the game was 
safe. 

On a stultifyingly slow 
pitch, the ultimate contrast 
with the surface in Perth last 
week, the bowlers had a thank¬ 
less task and the two debut¬ 
making spinners eventually 
had their inexperience ex¬ 
posed. Evan Arnold's leg- 
breaks conceded 81 in eight 
overs after lunch, inducting a 
burst of &4-6-I from Thorpe, 
who had taken an understand¬ 
able liking to the short on-side 
boundary. 

Thorpe's second hundred 
came in 89 minutes from only 
70 balls and by the dose, he 
had beaten by one his previ¬ 
ous highest score, for Surrey 
against Glamorgan. He does 
not overdo the smiles, nor easi¬ 
ly betray his inner thoughts, 
but Thorpe will have slept last 
night with a weight lifted from 
his mind and England wfll be 
the beneficiaries. 


WEST INDIES finally arrived 
in South Africa yesterday, six 
days behind schedule, for the 
start of their first tour of the 
country. The warmth of their 
initial welcome may be an indi¬ 
cation that local cricket fans 
are prepared to forget the 
events of the past week. 

A group of white supporters 
waved banners at Johannes¬ 
burg airport welcoming the 
team and two youngsters 
raced forward to greet Brian 
Lara. The West Indies captain, 
who has been the central fig¬ 
ure in the crisis, shoe* their 
hands and signed autographs 
before the team was whisked 
off to their hotel. 

Dr Ali Bacher, managing di¬ 
rector of the United Cricket 
Board of South Africa (UCB- 
SA), has been widely credited 
for brokering a deal between 
the West Indies players and 
management to ensure the 
tour went ahead. He flew back 
to Johannesburg from London 
with the players, but refused 
to divulage details of the deaL 
“It looked as if the impasse 
was never going to be bro¬ 
ken,” Dr Bacher said, “but, in 
the end. common sense pre¬ 
vailed." 

It is West Indies'first tour of 
South Africa, after the lifting 
of sporting sanctions, and the 
prospect that it might be can¬ 
celled at the eleventh hour 
would have been a huge disap¬ 
pointment for South African 
cricket supporters. For foe 
white minority, the tour is the 
chance to see a team they 
could only previously admire 
from afar, but fix' their black 
compatriots it means much 
more. It is hoped that a tour by 
a flamboyant,, all-black team 
will spur cricket development 
in South Africa. 

“If you asked a black young¬ 
ster in foe townships about 
their favourite cricketers, they 
would probably be politically 
correct and say Hansie Cronje 
and Jonty Rhodes, but there is 
no doubt that Brian Lara and 
Curtly Ambrose are their role 
models," David Richardson, 
foe former South Africa wicket¬ 
keeper, said. They will in¬ 
spire young black crikceters 
and that can only be good for 
us. In that sense, it was very 
important the tour went 
ahead” 

Later, at a press conference. 


Lara tried to set the record 
straight and get the tm. off to 
a positive start. Refusing to di¬ 
vulge details of foe ‘‘confiden¬ 
tial" talks in London that final¬ 
ly settled the dispute, he apolo¬ 
gised to South Africans for foe' 
delayed start to the tour and 
thanked President Nelson 
Mandela for intervening in 
the crisis. He said foe letter, 
sent individually to each play-' 
er by President Mandela had 
given them food for thought 

Lara fended off suggestions 
that he had behaved irrespon¬ 
sibly and said that the players 
were looking forward to their 
opening match in Soweto to¬ 
day against a Gauteng Invita¬ 
tion XII that will feature devel¬ 
opment players. 

Khaya Majola, the head of 
amateur cricket at the UCB- 



Bachen brokered deal 

SA. spoke of the relief in South 
African cricket circles that foe 
tour was going ahead. He be¬ 
lieved that foe tour would 
greatly enhance cricket devel¬ 
opment in the country. “When 
foe match in Soweto is tele¬ 
vised live, it will inspire foe 
whole country," Majola said. 
“Cricket will be the winner." 

His sentiments were echoed 
by Richardson, who believes 
that Lara and his team-mates 
can repair the damage to foe 
team’s reputation. ‘They will 
have to work hard to win back 
support and popularity," Rich¬ 
ardson said. “This is easily 
done, though, by simply show¬ 
ing up ana being committed 
with a smile on your face. I 
don't think the South African 
public wants any more than 
that" 




Ponting points Australia to one-day best 
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ting plays a straight bat 

ig Australia’s run chase 


AUSTRALIA set a record for a 
team batting second in a one- 
day international when they 
overhauled Pakistan’s score of 
315 for eight to win by six wick¬ 
ets with seven balls to spare in 
Lahore. Australia, for whom 
Adam Gilchrist and Ricky Ren¬ 
ting both scored centuries in a 
match full of records, won the 
series £0. 

Pontine batted through to 
the finish, hitting an unbeaten 
123 that included ten fours on 
129 balls. Ijaz Ahmed and You- 
sfrf Yohanna also struck centu¬ 
ries in the imposing Pakistan 
total, which beat their previ¬ 
ous highest one-day total 
against Australia 28o for sev¬ 
en at Trent Bridge in the 1979 
World Cup - but their bowl¬ 
ers were unable to contain the 
Australia batsmen. 

Australia lost Mark Waugh 
with the score on 25. but from 
then on. Gilchrist and Ponnng 
made barring look easy, 
putting on 193 in 177 balls, a 
record for any wicket in a Paki¬ 
stan v Australia one-day 
game. Gilchrist, foe Western 
Australia vice-captain, struck 
his third century ^ onwiay 
matches in exactly 100 bails. 


By Our Sports Staff 


His 12 fours included many de¬ 
lightful strokes. Ponting. of 
Tasmania, kept pace with his 
partner to complete his fifth 
one-day century in 109 balls, 
hitting nine fours. 

“Ills a fantastic win and Por¬ 
ting and Gilchrist made chas¬ 
ing 316 look easy." Steve 
Waugh, the Australia-captain, 
said. 

Gilchrist was finally 
stumped by Moin Khan off 


Aamir So hail for 103. Moin 
had missed an opportunity to 
dismiss Gilchrist when the 
batsman was on 83, when he 
fumbled a chance off Aamir. 
Darren Lehmann fell after 
making eight but Steve 
Waugh, who scored 30, added 
another 69 runs with Ponting 
to take Australia within sight 
of their target 
Pakistan owed their total to 
a fourth-wicket stand between 
a i 


SCOREBOARD FROM LAHORE 


PAKISTAN 

■AamirSotnailcGtehnslt>Julan ... .21 
Asil Maftmood c JuSan b McGtoJH 0 

liaz AftmeJ b Lehmann.1' • 

Satm MaH. rui OUl . v . *- 

Ytwaii'QhannacME Waugh 

bJufcan- I® 

Shahid A*ricS run oui . ™ 

Wasam Akram run ooi .. 'j* 

fMonKhanc BmanbMcGraln . 

Aifinr Mahmood rtJ cU . -3 

Earasp i. tt>l4.wB. nb2) . _£> 

Tow ffi bMs. BO overs)- 315 

Saqton Mushieq and Shoaib AWitar rid noi 
Dal 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-7.2-50. 3-73. -f- 2 * 5 - 
5-288. 5-303. 7-303.8-315 

KillS 

frO- 31 -O. Taung WMWJ. 

2-CM4-0 M E viaugn »1M Lelwwn 
2-016-1 

'3* •- 


AUSTRALIA 

tA CHWnfe! 31 Main b Aamir.103 

ME Waugh IbwbWasim . 13 

RTPortingncfloU. . 124 

D S Lehman c Moin b SaOm. 8 

■SR waugh bSaqlaln..30 

M G Bevan not oul.6 

Earas (b i. to 1Z w 11. nb 8).. ,_32 

Total )4 wids, 48.1 overs).-.316 

A Swnonde, B P Jufian. B E Young. D W 
Fleming and G D McGrath dW not baL 
FALL OF WICKETS. 1-2S. 2-218. 3-237. 
4-306 

0OWLM3: Waam Atom 9-0-46-1: Shoato 
Akhlar WJ-5&-0. Saturn Mushtaq 
9 5-0-44-1. Azhar Mahmood 2-0-234* 
Saftm Mdk 7-0-54-1. Aaro Sohad 
100-54-1. Shahid AlrUt 50240 

Man oi the malch: R T Polling 

Man Motorrvnad Aston and 
I Nan 


Ijaz and Yousuf who put on 
162 in 167 balls. For Ijaz. it was 
his eighth one-day hundred, in 
his 213th match, and his in¬ 
nings contained 11 fours and a 
six. He was finally dismissed 
for Ul. off 109 balls, the high¬ 
est individual score in a one- 
day international by a Paki¬ 
stan player against Australia, 
surpassing the score of 109 by 
Zaheer Abbas in Lahore in 
1982-83. 

However. Yousuf was the 
more aggressive of the two, 
reaching his maiden limited- 
over century off 109 balls, in¬ 
cluding 14 fours. Steve 
Waugh used right bowlers in 
an attempt to dislodge the 
pair and it was Lehmann who 
finally made the break¬ 
through, bowling Ijaz with 
his second ball 

India set die previous world 
one-day record for a team bai¬ 
ting second when they over¬ 
hauled a total of 314 for five by 
Pakistan in Dhaka in Janu¬ 
ary. Australia are only the 
third team to chase successful¬ 
ly 300 or more runs in a one- 
day match. Sri Lanka brat 
Zimbabwe by chasing 313 in 
the 1992 World Cup. 


Zimbabwe coast to victory 


ZIMBABWE will meet India 
in the final of foe Champions’ 
Trophy in Sharjah on Friday 
after beating Sri Lanka, foe 
world champions, by 24 runs 
yesterday. Sri Lanka needed 
to win the match comprehen¬ 
sively after losing all of their 
previous games in the 
competition. 

Andy Flower, the Zimba¬ 
bwe wicketkeeper, scored 95 
in a record national partner¬ 
ship of 14S for the fourth wick¬ 
et with Neil Johnson, foe 
fanner Leicestershire all¬ 
-rounder, w3io made 72. This 
representeef a solid perform¬ 
ance by foe two batsmen, who 
came together with the 
innings teetering on disaster 
at 24 for three. 

Flower and his brother. 
Grant had held foe previous 
record of 143, set against Paki¬ 
stan last year, but on an easy¬ 
paced wicket the Zimbabwe 
pair had the conditions and 
enough wayward Sri Lanka 
bowling to make a strong as¬ 
sault on beating it The fruit¬ 
ful partnership ended only 
when a mix-up caused John¬ 
son to be ran out By then, 
however, the foundations 
were laid fora good score. 


By Our Sports Staff 

Sri Lanka began their reply 
poorly, losing Kaluwitharana 
and Jayasurrya cheaply, and 
wickets id! steadily until Tille- 
keratne and Dharmasena 
joined forces with foe score on 
103 for six. Thoughts of victo¬ 
ry were raised by their 93-run 
partnership, hut Tfllekcratne 
was left high and dry on 72 as 
the innings folded with seven 
bails to spare. 

Paul Strang was the out¬ 
standing bowler of die day. 


keeping the Sri Lanka pinch- 
hitters at bay with figures of 
four for 32 from his ten overs. 
He was named man of the 
match for his efforts. 

□ Trevor Penney, foe 
Warwickshire batsman, has 
turned 1 down foe chance to 
play in the World Cup next 
year. Zimbabwe tried to per¬ 
suade him to give up his 
career in county cricket (o 
return to play for his native 
country; but Penney has said 
that he intends to stay with 
Warwickshire. 


SCOREBOARD FROM SHARJAH 


ZIMBABWE 

T A D R Camftoefl b Wcftama sm Efte.g 

G W Fk»er c Kahariharatra 

bWfctaemasiighe. 12 

N C Johnson nn olb..72 

MWGoacNwUwbvaaE.. 0 

tA Flowr st KakMritoarana 

bJayaaitya..95 

E A Brandos cRanatunga 

bWickramaatoghe... _. . .28 

CBWtetoanbitaas...n 

J A Ram* m* oui.. . 12 

HHStreafcittour_ _ 1 

Extras (b 4, b6,*8,nti1). 19 

Todri (7 wtai, 50 mers)_2S9 

P A Strang and A R WxtteA dd nd buL 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-18,2-23. J-2*. 4-172. 
5-229, 6-229, 7-258. 

BOWLING: Vaas 10-1-482: VMctaemasIng- 
he 10-0-28-3; Dtefmasena 10-0-41$. 
Satnaraweera 8046-0. Da Ska 4-0-27-0. 
Jayasunya 80-581. 


SB LANKA 


STJayasuiyacGoodwinbStreafc . .19 
tfl S Katf./Maana bw B Streak. . . 6 
M S Atapattu c CampOel b Strang 
P A doSftac Johnson b Strang . 

•A Ranaiunga c G W Ftaier b Sfla 


6 

. 24 

„ 26 
. Ranaiunga cGW Ftaw bSnaiw 0 

FISMananama two Strang _ .16 

H P Tftekeratne not out.72 

H D P K Dtamaaena b WhftaB. 3& 

PWk*ierTt9BtoghebBrandflo...2 

WPUJCVaflScRewwbJohnBon... 19 

T T SatTBrauwra up out.0 

Dara5(b5,w5.nbl) .. 11 

Total (48J5 DIM)-1_285 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-17.2-28. 875. 4-75. 
890.8103.7-196.8209.8234 

BCMAJNG- Brands® EMJ-51-1. Streafc 8041 
Johnson 8.5-1-42-1; Strang 10032 4; WMuU 
10040-1. Goochm 20140 

Umpires: D L Orchard (SotftrAJrical 
and Jared Akhlar (Pakstai) 
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FOOTBALL 


Reid plots 
further 

glory for 

Sunderland 


Bv George Caulk in 


PETER REID takes consider- 
. able pride in declaring himself 
the product of “a mixed mar¬ 
riage". On occasions, he says 
—derby days, for instance—it 

■ .made growing up on a Uver _ 

pool housing estate somewhat 
hying- “I was a Red. dad was 
a Red and my mum was a 
Blue.” he explains. It is a 
phenomenon familiar to many 
Merseyside families. 

Tonight, the Sunderland 
manager takes his team home; 
top of the Nationwide League 
first division and unbeaten in 
all 22 of their matches this 
season, they face Everton in 
. the fourth round of the Wor¬ 
thington Cup. Goodison Park, 
where Reid the Liverpool fan 
scaled the greatest peaks as a 
player in the Eighties, will be 
awash with nostalgia. 

“Part of my heart is still 
there and I don’t think I’ll ever 
lose that," Reid said yester¬ 
day. “I had a fantastic spell 
there as a player. The only 
sadness was not being able to 
compete more often in Europe, 
but it's a brilliant football dub. 
one 1 was proud to play for 
and it’s great to be going 
back." 

In his six years with 
Everton, Reid was part of a 
side that, under the guiding 
hand of Howard Kendall, won 
two league championships, 
the FA Cup and in 1985 die 
Cup Winners' Cup. It is the 
latter — and the second leg of 
the semi-final of the same 
toumament.when Everton 
beat Bayern Munich, then the 
Continent’s best team. 3-1 — 
that provides Reid with his 
happiest highlights. 

If Reid has sporadically 
suffered from a touch of 
insomnia in the intervening 
years, it has usually been 
down to the frustrating quirks 
of fate that afflict every man¬ 
ager. His record when return¬ 
ing to Everton has been “50- 
50”. but the loss of several key 
players for the match tonight 
has hardly been conducive to 
peaceful rest. The return of 
Lee Clark, who broke his right 
foot on the first day of the 
season, to the substitute bench 
is a rare, welcome fillip. 

Ruud Gullit, the Newcastle 
United manager, launched a 
withering attack on Leeds 
United last night, accusing the 
Yorkshire club of attempting 
to unsettle David Batty. New¬ 


castle’s England midfield 
player. Having already reject* 
ed Leeds's very public coun- 
srup of ihcir former player. 
Gullit insisted he was to table 
bids for “a striker and a 
defender, at EUand Road. 

I'm interested in two Leeds 
players." Gullit said. “They 
are-very unhappy, but 1 would 
not have said that if Leeds had 
not said the same and done it 
first." Gullit was almost cer¬ 
tainly making reference to 
Lucas Radebe. the Leeds 
captain,who is in the process 
of negotiating a new contract, 
and Jimmy Floyd Hassel- 
baink. their Holland forward. 

Mick McCarthy, the Ire¬ 
land manager, was set on a 
collision course with Charlton 
Athletic last night after calling 
up Mark Kinsella. the FA 
Carling Premiership club's 
midfield player, for the rear¬ 
ranged European champion¬ 
ship qualifyi ng match against 
Yugoslavia next Wednesday. 

Having failed in an attempt 
to postpone their league match 
with Middlesbrough on Satur¬ 
day. Charlton insisted yester¬ 
day they would refuse to 
adhere to the five-day ruling 
that would deny them the 
services of Kinsella and Sasa 
I lie. their Yugoslavian goal¬ 
keeper. arguing they have not 
received the appropriate writ¬ 
ten notification. 

Lawrie McMenemy. the 
Northern Ireland manager, 
must await the fall-out of this 
weekend’s domestic pro¬ 
gramme. unable to invoke the 
five-day rule for Northern 
Ireland’s group three match 
with Moldova because the 
date is set aside for interna¬ 
tional friendly matches. 

IRELAND SQUAD: S Given (NewcasJte 
Uninrf). DKIely (Butyl. D Irwin (Marchester 
Unrted). J Karma (BtackDum Roveroi S 
Staunton (Liverpool) I Harte (Leeds Urn- 
ted). K Cunningham (Wrrtofcfdcn). P Babb 
fljvefpooO. G Breen (Coventry Ofy). R 
Keane (Manchester Urwedi. M Kinsella 
(Charter Athletic). A McLoughUn iPorts¬ 
mouth). J McAieer lUverpcdl. D Duff 
(EtacMMn) G Whaley iBradtord Cay) T 
Cascarino (Nancy). N Quinn (Sunderland) 

R Delap (Derby Corny). D CormaBy 
(Wolverhampton Ward-sets) K O'Neil 
(Norwich Cttvl 

NORTHERN IRELAND SQUAD: A Feds 
iBIacMun), M Taylor (Futomj T Wright 
(Manchester Cuy). K Hortock (Manchester 
City). A Hughes (Newcastle United) S 
Morrow (Queens Part Rangers). C Hi* 
(Northampton Town). K Rowland iQueens 
Part Rangers) D Paterson (Dundee 
Unaed). P Kennedy (Wartoid). J Whitley 
(Manchester C4y). P Mubyne (Manchester 
Unted). N Lennon (Leicester City). S 
Lomas (West Ham Unaed). M Hughes 
fWmbtedon] K Gfiespie (Newcastle). J 
McCarthy (Bamnghem C*y). 1 Dome 
(Queens Parti Rangers). G O'Boyle fSt 
Johnstone). J Qumn (West Bromwich 
Atowni 



All play and no work; Perry, centre, is proud of his players’ achievements in reaching the first round while under the threat of unemployment 

Terriers in dogged pursuit of a dream 


T he biggest game In 
Bedlington Terriers’ 
history is but a few 
days away and there are 
flecks of sawdust in Keith 
Perry's hair from the hurried 
work being carried out on the 
stands. Any chance of a low- 
key build-up is long gone: a 
gale is blowing across the 
ground and someone from 
Notts County was on the 
phone five minutes ago ask¬ 
ing about the dub’s leading 
goalscorer. Oh yes. and half 
of the team have just been 
laid off. 

Welcome to the harsh reali¬ 
ties of non-league football. 
Wondering about all that 
money swilling around the 
FA Carling Premiership? 
They do at Welfare Park, 
where two failed applications 
for National Lottery funds 
resulted in Bedlington reluc¬ 
tantly refusing promotion to 
the Uni Bond League last 
season. Costs, you see. 

There is no need to ques¬ 
tion the extent of the recession 
here, not when 350 local 
people — including Bed ling- 
ton’s coach, goalkeeper, a 
centre half and a striker—are 
serving notice at the Wilkin¬ 
son Sword factory a few miles 
down the road, not when 
1,000 are going at the Sie- 


George Caulkin visits Bedlington, where the Cup is 
proving a welcome distraction to economic realities 


mens plant Not when taken 
together with all the other job 
losses, all the other small 
tragedies. If the FA Cup first- 
round tie with Colchester 
United on Saturday might 
seem like a side issue, it is not 
here. Never here. 

“There are five players who 
are going to be out of work by 
the turn of the year, but credit 
to them, they just get on with 
it" Perry. Bedlington-bom. 
Bedltngton-bred and. for the 
past five years, manager and 
benefactor to his local side, 
said. "They’re married, 
they^ve got families and kids, 
but it just seems reflective of 
the bad time the North East is 
going through at the minute. 

“But football can surprise 
you sometimes. The town is 
really buzzing because of this 
Cup run. Bedlington has a 
population of 35 to 40.000 and 



people are really looking 
forward to die game. The 
whole town is talking about 
it It has brought everyone 
together — people have 
stopped us in the street and 
phoned us up. wishing us 
luck. It’s just really, really 
impoitanL” 

It is not the first time that 
the region has suffered eco¬ 
nomically: The dub was 
founded by pit workers in 
1949 — hence their original 
name. Bedlington Mechanics 
— who “used to come out of 
the colliery and play when 


they had finished their 
shifts". The town's two mines 
have been dosed for almost 
20 years. The dub's old pitch 
is a Presto car park. 

Despite the extra expense— 
for these past few years he has 
financed all the ground im¬ 
provements — Perry, who 
owns a civil engineering com¬ 
pany, is rightly proud that 
Welfare Park is staging the 
tie. “We could have moved 
the game, but at the end of 
the day, it’s Bedlington’s 
match. Bedlington’s heritage, 
Bedlington’s prestige." he 
saRL "It’s history being made 
and it should be played here." 
Full to its 3,000 capacity r- 
“we could have sold double" 
— the ground will be bursting 
with pride. 

That the game is going 
ahead at all is something of a 
minor mirade. one that rair- 



iaAfscteC 


*We could have moved the game but 
it’s history being made and the 
ground will be bursting with pride’ 


rors the Terriers’ transforma¬ 
tion from ten points adrift at 
the bottom of the Northern 
League second division, the 
nadir where Perry’s tenure 
began, to promotion, to the 
first division championship, 
to victory in the Northumber¬ 
land Senior Cup. to this. 

They have played six 
matches, encompassing two 
replays and two penalty 
shoot-outs, and, along the 
way. have had to stump up a 
£150 FA fine for filling in a 
team-sheet incorrectly. Un¬ 
derstandably. team spirit is 
immense. “The lads would 
die for each other and they’d 
run through brick walls for 
me,” Perry said 

A draw against Col¬ 
chester would do very 
nicely, maybe attract 
some serious- sponsorship-be 
further raise the profile of 
John Milner. 23. scorer of 26 
goals this season — including, 
at 55sec, the quickest in the 
FA Cup thus far — and who 
has already roused interest 
from Burnley. Stoke City. 
Tranmere Rovers and Orfoid 
United. At the vety least, it 
would show that the populace 
of Bedlington, despite all the 
blows, are still standing. And 
still kicking footballs. 



Striking shortage provides Flo with his chance 


Flo; opportunity 


THE meeting between Arsenal and 
Chelsea in the League Cup last 
season produced two enthralling 
contests laced with seven goals. The 
encounter at Highbury tonight in 
the fourth round of the Worthington 
Cup. should hold the attention no 
less, although hopes for a similar 
goal return appear fanciful. 

Chelsea emerged as winners of 
the two-leg semi-final, back in 
February of this year, on their way 
to claiming what was then the Coca- 
Cola Cup. the first success for 
Gianluca Vialli as player-manager. 
That the match this evening will 
probably not yield as many goals is 
not just because it is a single-leg 
tie. 

Both sides will bring their attack¬ 
ing problems to the occasion. Chel¬ 
sea are without Brian Laudrup. who 
has left for FC Copenhagen, and 


Pierluigi CasiraghJ. a long-term 
injury victim. It is a wonderful 
opportunity for Tore Andre Flo, who 
is expected to partner Gianfranco 
Zola up front, but should either fail. 
Chelsea now have precious few 
options. 

Arsenal have options, despite 
calls for Arsine Wenger, the manag¬ 
er, to strengthen the striking depart¬ 
ment of his squad. However, the 
problem is that Wenger wants to 
rest his regular first-team players 
and use the club’s reserves, which 
means that Christopher Wreh, Luis 
Boa Morte and Fabien Cabalero. an 
Argentina-born striker on loan at 
Highbury, will contest the striking 
places. “My policy for the Chelsea 
match will be exactly the same as 
when we played Derby in the last 
round," Wenger said. 

There are two riders to add to 


Bv Stephen Wood 

that, though, the main one being 
that Dennis Bergkamp could have 
some part to play in proceedings. 
He is still shaking off the effects erf a 
back injury, but. if he plays, not for 
the first time will Arsenal’s hopes 
revolve around the Holland for¬ 
ward. Tony Adams, the England 
defender, could be on the substi¬ 
tutes’ bench. 

The level of each club’s ambition 
in this competition is easily judged 
by the team that they field and. like 
Arsenal, the Manchester United XI 
that takes on Nottingham Forest at 
Old Trafldrd will be some variation 
of the reserves. Ronny Johnsen 
would have featured but for news 
that the ankle injury he aggravated, 
against Newcastle United in the FA 
Carling Premiership last Sunday 


could force him out until the new 
year. 

Andy Cole and Jesper Blomqvist 
are suffering from hamstring and 
foot ailments respectively, although 
Blomqvist’s complaint is not as 
serious as at first throught. No 
matter — young players such as 
Jonathan Greening. Erik Nevland, 
Mark Wilson and Michael Gegg 
will be entrusted with United's 
progress again by Alex Ferguson, 
the manager. 

The same, indifferent attitude will 
not be seen in the other ties. Indeed. 
Leeds United, for their game away 
to Leicester Gty, have successfully 
persuaded Howard Wilkinson, the 
man in charge of the England 
under-18 set-up. to release Jonathan 
Woodgale from a training camp so 
that he can line up in the heart of 
their defence. 


The match at Filbert Street is 
given an interesting note by the 
confrontation of managers. David 
O’Leary is still relatively new in his 
job at Leeds, the position that 
Martin O’NeilJ. who knows 
Leicester inside out, could easily 
have taken. 

Roy Hodgson, the Blackburn 
Rovers manager, will be another 
manager calling on reserve players 
for the match away to Newcastle 
United although it is more through 
necessity than choice. 

Tim Flowers, the goalkeeper, is 
out with an injury to his left arm, 
while the Blackburn forward line is 
again disrupted because Chris Sut¬ 
ton. who is suspended and Nathan 
Blake, who is ineligible, are unavail¬ 
able. More striking problems; it 
does not bode well for a scintillating 
night 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


jrest(80) 


jiiu 

CMlie i" 45) 
Lsaihffltwad 

i division, 
lenge Cup: 
|h v Lincoln 

ague Cup: 
lung's Lvrm, 

ii Tonfewifle 
v Craw®/- 

barton Club 
ds v Fisher, 

an: SoulhjH 

Firs muni 
jrs HlncMey 
FirS round 
f-MCrtJge 
CO«J round: 

3UTH ALU- 

BuTTwiotiam 

ilortfi West 
ihesief Of/ 

W10N- Firs 
CO): pcx's- 
hoispw v 
rown. 

sion: Bo*lon 
Second o»- 

, Cjv 12.0): 
a; Hyde Lftd 


grartwniiohy Daiinglon qoi Group two: 
Ftoihernarn Unned « HantaJ Town (7 0) 
Group three: Tranmere (towns v West 
Bromwich Albion P 15) Group tour 
ChesJerfeW v Hudtf?rsr*id Town (20). 

FAi HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
CUP: Semt-BnaL Sharmo-d- Rovers v 
Gal wav (7 45) 

SCHWEPPES ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: 
E(«1 Manor V Concord Rangers 
COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE 
Premier (fivfawn: Cawoesier Audentyv 
Harrow HI. EFC CheHenram v Hpfwoim 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE Premier 
division: Canltdxuy v Beckenham: uay v 
Tunondge WeUs 

GILBERT LEAGUE CUP. Quarter Bnala; 

Cjanafcn v BIS (7 45), Cwntran v Idler 
CattfTel 

SCREW FIX DIRECT LEAGUE Planner 
dlvnicn Tivenon v Chtpp«nnam 
IFWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: First di- 
ISkEm Cowes v Lfliww )jncJ New 
Mill on, Eastleigh \ Bemenon Haa^i 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Fra 
Mian Easltxwme Town v Redhii 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Fire) dhnsen: Fuhanen v-daenes v 
rwwroa Ftooda Trophy: Rretround. Itos 
bvvloe* CSOB V Naftndl Town Hist 

round/second 

SCHOOLS MATCHES. Ham: Kefchiip 
ISXrWrd round: Bfthop AucHsndv 
aSSev to! Bishop Auckland FC. ■ I5pmi 
yTtfWgni v Southampton I^Nawpon 
.Oj prerrwr League Under 16 
feflS* Manchesier v Merseys** to' 
Adi'.on Untied 7 30 pm) 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

.^NATIONAL MATCH Franco v Serf 
land idl Perpnjnan 5 01 

RUGBY union 

rrviH MATCH: Edinburgh Rer-^rs y New 

GILMORE NORTH MIDLANDS 
rHAMPfflNSWP: Shropshire v Worcester- 
Kwdtf« « Shrewsbury. 

CLUB MATCHES: Richmond v Ca**>**£ 

SSJ? !7». Bndgaid v Uarcnsam 

F15) 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NFL): Pittsburg 27 
Gr*€fi Bay 20 


BADMINTON 


GATESHEAD: England v China Inlema- 
ttonal: lAxed-dototeK Dang Chuanhai 
and Lu Ymg bt J Andersar and S Sanwjy 
16-17.15-11,166: Xia Xu3nce and Cai Yim 
W J Anderson and N Waterman 15-9. iS-9 
Women's stogies; Tang Chunwi H T 
HaDam 11-7. n-2 Men's singles: 0 Hall H 
Xiao Hui 15-7.15-7 Women's doubles Lu 
ring and Gao bng bt E Mies and S Sankey 
15-11. 17-15 


BASKETBALL 


SAWS8URY-5 CLASSIC COLA WOM¬ 
EN'S NATIONAL CUP: Semi-final draw: 
Thames Valley bitty Timers v SheffeW 
Hauer?, Bunwigham Oiary Cats v RticreJ- 
da Rebels 

MEN'S NATIONAL TROPHY: SemMtoal 
draw: Teessde Mohawte v Gcwrtry 
Crusaders. Ptymoum Raiders v Sussex 
Magic 


BOWLS 


Kong Intel 

tionaJ Classic Pairs: Session 3: Grotto A: S 
Stfu end S Mohammed (Malaysia) tt W S 
Chan and R Tse (Victoria) lt»-15: APS 
Growai and J S DWton (man Reel bl 0 
ftjrttan gnd A Roberson [HhCCi 18-16, C 
C Chen and P Ftro (Kcwtoon CQbtKKAu 
and G Patterson (Oubde Roerao) A 
Wilt, and S Airey (Eng) bl P Pn® and J 

deenslade (Wall 17-11. W Cunming and R 

Hayden (Zn| Vw a Careiaxs arw N 
Kennedy (HangPong) lEOfr WL»a™JJ 
Wong (Ciaigergower CC) W A Jeftety and 
R Johnston (Ausl 18-17 &wip J* 
Dorrefty and N Burtadl (SA) W L Patter and 
D Tso (HKBA) 24-13. R Logan and G 
Robertson (Sees) WPLe Long and D te 
Marquand tCh UwWIT-ljfcl?GM*i <tod 
B Baidwto <N3 W P Chen and T Tong (HK 
Football Club) 22-13. j Chu and S ABen 
■lr»j tt P Fung and G Chan |Tiliproo Ctuti) 


FOR THE RECORD 


23-13. K Roney and 1 Jonas (Can) bl S Ho 
and JNg (ShaTin)2£-18. V Cheung and S 
'Than (HK Pt*ce) W H Thornton and A 
Povraon (Kowtoonl 21-18 Session 4: 
Group A: rtosoate ts 2nodMe 25-13. 
wales bt Malaysia 32-13. Enttand M Hong 
Kona 18-17, Crataengower CC bl IrxianRC 
22-13, HKCCWtowtoonCC 22-21 .Vtaone 
bl COR 19-18. Group & Canada bt Ch 
tsiands 26-16: HKBA bt HKFC 27-16; Sha 
Tn W H>: Pofics 24-2 3. South Africa tt 
Kowloon 28-12: New Zealand bt Rnxno 
CW) 27-14. Ireland tt Scotland 22-19 

FOOTBALL 

FA CUP: Fourth quaitytog round: Hawn 
and Wgjertoovrte 2 Hayes 2. Leahertaad 1 
Richder and aamonds i Fotrth qualdy- 
m mtod replays: Dower A9 *re i 
B astogsiote Town Z Sfcugh Town 3 
Crawley Town 2 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Rret round: 
Bournemouth 2 Layton Orient 4 Fksi- 
round replay: Mansfield 2 Wrexham 0: 
Chesham 2 Burgess Hfl 3 
PONDNS LEAGUE CUP: Hound-rattn 
stage: Grotto one: NencasJe Untied 3 
Hartlepool United 2 

SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
dMston: Kayrsham 1 Brtdport 6 

GOLF 

WOMEN'S worau RAfMNGS: LeaSng 
posdkxisi 1. A Sorenstam 504.16pli 
?. K Webb (Aus) 347 58:3. K Rdbbtos flB) 
246 54 4. D Areffews (LB) 24309. 5. H 
Afffodison iSwe) 233.19; 6. L Dav« (GB) 
22995.7. L Neumann (Swe) 229.44 

ICE HOCKEY ~ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL). Mcrtreal 5 
Phtedetta 1.WC. Torcrto 1 NY feJanttett 
3. Vancouver 3 Los Angeles 4 

SNOOKER 

MALVERN: Benson and Hedges champ¬ 
ionship: Fifth round G Home (Scot) bt J 
Dundy (Eng) 5-4. N Walter (Eng) bt M Hok 
(Eng) 5< R Hdl (Fin) tt D Morgan (Wales) 


5-1. □ FfarokJ (Eng) bt T Murphy (be) 5-3. P 
Wanac» (Ire) bl P Davies (Wates) 5-4. D 
Gray (Eng) tt D Dais (Wakes) 5-0: A amett 
(Sett) bt F O’Brien (Ire) 5-4: M Campbell 
i bl N Foukfe (Eng) 54) - 

"tennis 

STOCKHOLM: Stockholm Open: Firm 
round: W Ferreira (SA) tt J Ktvpp^-chtd 
(Get) 64. 6-2, J Hartman ©we) br M-K 

Glher (Ger) 6-4. 62:T Henman (GB) tt M 



Heitoema .... 
bt K Kucera (SW 7-6.7-6. D Nestor (Can) bt 
J wan Harck (Brf) 6-3. 7-6 
MOSCOW: Kremttn Cup: First round: G 
RflOuc (Fr) tt A Mttkiadw (Uktl 7-6, W. L 
BtramufcT (Ga) tt B UUioh (Cal 6-4,6- 
2: J Kioslak (Svkl b( O Groas (Get) 6-1. &3: 
G fvarwavte (Cro) bl C Amens (Gb) 7-A 7- 
6. A Can^a (Sp) bt J van Lotam (Ham 6-3, 
7-6. R S*jier Woffi tt D Vacek (to) 6-2,6- 
4; M Basset (Swsz) bt J Tarango (US) 64, 
6-4. Y KafalnfeN (ft£6l W A CherKasov 
(Rusa) 6-3.6^: AOemenl jr) W J fttow 
(US) 6-3, 6-3: S Lareau (Can) tt J van 
Locum (Half) 6-6 7-6: P Haartkte (Hofl tt 
M Safin (Russ) 6-3. 64. S Gras)ean (Fr) tt 
W Bttck On B-2.3-6. 7-5 
MEKTS WORLD RANKINGS: Leadtog 
P Sampras (LISl 4.275pls; 2. M 
i (Chtef 3,670.3. P Rafter ^us)3,423:4 
C Moy (Sp) 2.958; 5. A Agassi (USl 2,879; 6, 
A Corretja (Sp) 2.798: 7, K Kucera 
(SkmHa) 25%. 8- V Kateinfcjv 
2,557: 9. R Krttkxk (HOli) 2,548. 10. 
Henman (GB) 2,452; 11. G Rus&dsM (GB) 
2J79. 

SHEFFIELD; Girobank Tour Men: Quar¬ 
ter-finals: S Loctawod (SutfelK) K N 
Morgan (Norihunbertand) 6-0.7-5. R Cross 

(Suss&j 6-2. 63; R Books (Mddx) bfM 
Openshow (tens) 7-5,6-1. 
PWLADSpHIA, ParininB OTA Tour 
event Hrat rouid: P Scnnvder 
Faria (h) 7^. 4-6.6-4: A Coeta 
Cade (US) 62. 6-0: N Zverova 
Snyder (US) 62. 61. K Po . 

Moraru (US) 61.63. L Raymond. 

CaSens (Bel) 63. 63: A Frazier (USl 
Majofl (Cro) 26.62.64 



SPORT IN BRIEF 


■ BOXMC& Naseem 
Hamed is poised to end his 
contractual arrangements 
with Frank Warren. The ten- 
contest contract with the 
promoter has come to an end 
and Hamed wishes to run 
jhis own affairs, together with 
his brother. Riath. “As 
from now, Naz is a free 
agent," Riath Hamed told 

the Sheffield Star yesterday. 

“Naz is exercising his 
rights to retain his worldwide 
rights and control his own 
destiny." 

■ MOTOR RALLYING: 
Officials of the Network Q 
Rally of Great Britain 
have succeeded in their bid 
to increase the size of the 
field for the event this year. 
The final round of the 
world championship has 
attracted an entry of 169 - 
cars, although a limit of 160 
was originally placed on 
the rally, which starts in 
Chelte nham on 
November 22. Now, the FI A, 
motor sport’s world 
governing body, has given 
permission to raise the 
maximum number of cars 
able to compete in die 
event 


■ CYCLING: Prudential, 
already committed to another 
three years as sponsor of 
the round-Britain Prutour, is 
to further its backing for 

die sport The company will 
sponsor the world track 
championships at 
Manchester in 2000. The 
event was last held in the city 
in 1996. when Chris 
Boardman won The 4,000 
meters pursuit with.a 
world record time. 

■ BOWLS: A makeshift 
Ireland team made life 
difficult for the already 
struggling Scotland pair in 
the Manulife Hong Kong 
International Classic Pairs 
tournament at Kowloon 
yesterday, while England, the 
holders, chalked up three 
narrow victories. Sammy 
Allen, of Ireland, was 
joined by Jimmy Choi, one of 
the rising stars of Hong 
Kong bowls, rather than 
Jeremy Henry, who was 
ruled out by work 
commitments. “We’ve 
struck up a useful . 
partnership," Allen said, 
after they had toppled 
Raymond Logan and 
Graham Robertson 22-19. 


TENNIS 

Russian 
passes 
baton to 
Britons 

By Julian Muscat 

TENNIS CORRESPONDENT 

YEVGENY KAFELNIKOV, 
of Russia, kept alive his 
chances uf reaching [he ATP 
Tour finals yesterday when he 
advanced to the second round 
of the Kremlin Cup in Mos¬ 
cow. Kafelnikov’s victory thus 
passed the baton to Tim 
Henman and Greg Rusedski. 
who attempt to further iheir 
own prospects in Stockholm 
today. 

These three players are dis¬ 
puting the two remaining 
places for the eight-man end- 
of-season championship in 
Hanover later this month. 
Kafelnikov, ranked No Sin the 
world, must reach the final in 
Moscow to have any chance of 
overhauling the two Britons. 
His 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
Andrei Cherkasov, his compa¬ 
triot. ensured that Henman 
and Rusedski must been their 
menle when they take to the 
court today. 

Henman, who is ranked 
seventh, plays Wayne 
Ferreira, of South Africa, in 
the second round, and 
Rusedski faces an equally 
demanding examination in 
his first-round match with 
Tommy Haas, of Germany. 

In order to trump either 
Briton. Kafelnikov’ must col¬ 
lect bonus pints en route to 
the final in Moscow. The 
Russian wall therefore have 
welcomed the victory yester¬ 
day of Alex Corretja, the No 1 
seed in Moscow, who had little 
trouble in defeating John van 
Lottum. of Holland, in 
straight sets. Kafelnikov must 
beat Corretja, of Spain, in the 
final on Sunday to have any 
prospect of overhauling 
Henman. 

Karol Kucera. of Slovakia, 
has already qualified for Han¬ 
over. but he is experiencing a 
slump in form. Seeded No 2 in 
Stockholm, he succumbed to 
his third defeat in four match¬ 
es when beaten by Wayne 
Arthurs, of Australia, in two 
tie-break sets. 

Arthurs. 27, ranked No 168 
in the world, was competing in 
only his third event of the year 
on the ATP circuit after la¬ 
bouring for much of his career 
in th&.twi light world of dou¬ 
bles. He played well above his 
ranking to knock out Kucera, 
who qualified for Hanover 
only 24 hours earlier. 

Arthurs, a left-hander, 
played attacking serve-and- 
volley tennis to stun the Slova¬ 
kian and move into a second- 
round match against Todd 
Martin, of the United States, 
at the Kungliga Tennis- 
ha] len. 

Goran Ivanisevic, who has 
designs on a reserve berth in 
Hanover, maintained his own 
drive with a first-round defeat 
of Carsten Aniens, of 
Germany, also in two tie- 
break sets. 

The Croatian is one place 
below Kafelnikov in the 
rankings. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Goodway 

offers 

solution 

ANDY GOODWAY. the 
Great Britain coach, said yes¬ 
terday that a vote of confi¬ 
dence in him by the Rugby 
Football League, his employ¬ 
er. had been unnecessary after 
the 2-0 winning lead taken by 
New Zealand in the three- 
match Lincoln Finance series 
last Saturday (Christopher 
Irvine writes). 

“International football has 
taken several backward steps 
and we're eight months down 
the line of trying to bring it 
forwards again “ he said. "Ev¬ 
eryone seems to think that by 
pulling on a red. white and 
blue jumper, it starts every¬ 
thing on a level playing field." 

Goodway, in the first year of 
a three-year contract up to the 
2000 World Cup. partly 
blamed the series loss on 
inexperience and players who 
had difficulty making the 
transition from club level. He 
wants more international 
competition built into a con¬ 
troversial framework next 
year of six additional JJB 
Super League games, in which 
leading players could play up 
to 40 club matches. 

The coach said that he 
expected a big improvement 
from his players at Watford on 
Saturday, in response to the 
threat of a series whitewash. 

Six players, including lestyn 
Harris, were unable to train 
yesterday, although Harris 
said that his groin injury was 
improving. Adrian Morley 
has little chance of recovering 
from the ankle injury that 
prevented him playing in the 

first two matches. 





















Richard Eaton finds reason for fresh hope in badminton 


Park promises rich rewards 


P ark Joo-Bong gave up 
celebrity status in 
South Korea to live in 
this country. He relin¬ 
quished a university job in 
Seoul and forsook a comfort¬ 
able income, all for a more 
modest existence in Milton 
Keynes — but then he has 
never been afraid of sacrifices 
and the riches he desires are of 
a different kind. 

Park seeks to understand 
Western culture and the Eng¬ 
lish language as part of his 
ambition ro become the 
world's greatest badminton 
coach. The former world and 
All England doubles champi¬ 
on has already been, in many 
eyes, the sport’s greatest a'L 
round player and now. two 
years after retiring from play¬ 
ing. he has become the only 
Asian in any sport to take 
charge of an English national 
squad. 

There were certainly less 
difficult ways in which Park 
might have pursued his aim, 
for his cultural goals have 
landed him with die task of 
helping England recover from 
a decade-long slide, but there 
have been improvements in 
the past IS months, wrought 
by a new, young and talented 
coaching staff, of which Park 
has been a part, and the six- 
match international series be¬ 
tween England and China this 
week marks another step for¬ 
ward. Park, who won a gold 
medal at the Barcelona Olym¬ 
pic Games and a silver in 
Atlanta, has been placed in 
overall charge for two of the 
matches and of the few players 
with chances of winning G real 
Britain's first badminton med¬ 
al at an Olympic Games. 

“We have a realistic hope in 
Sydney." Stephen Baddeley, 
the chief executive of the 
Badminton Association of 
England, said. “We are now 
giving Park more responsi¬ 
bility and he will work with a 
smaller group and a more 
focused programme.’* 


PAUL ROGERS 



- - _ nr— 

Park is a study of concentration as he watches players from the sidelines during an England training session 


C It has often been frustrating for 
him, but he has taken it well 9 


T his group includes Jo¬ 
anne Goode, the only 
player to win three 
gold medals at the 
Commonwealth Games, and 
Simon Archer and Chris 
Hunt surprise winners of the 
European men's doubles title. 

Park is at the cutting edge of 
a push for tougher profession¬ 
alism. The matches against 
China sees England without 
two singles players — Peter 
Knowles and Colin Haughton 
— who were suspended for 
misbehaviour during the 
Dutch Open last month. At 
least half a dozen others have 
received punishments or repri¬ 
mands during the past year. 

England players have had 
inadequate financial reward 
and limited coaching for too 
long, which has often had a 
detrimental effect on attitude. 
This has begun to change since 
the introduction of increased 
funding through the National 
Lottery and so has the coaching 
staff’s attitudes to discipline. 


. This was the area of greatest 
cultural shock for Park, who 
was not used to players an¬ 
swering back and found it 
hard to understand why three 
days of national training was 
not stx.This was not surpris¬ 
ing. for Korean framing has 
long been a darkly humorous 
euphemism within the inter¬ 
national game for such train¬ 
ing methods as punishment 
runs at 6am. 

Park is not likely to demand 
these, though. Highly educat¬ 
ed and increasingly adaptable, 
he knows that the best solution 
is to try to create ways of 
marrying Western individual¬ 
ism with Eastern commit¬ 
ment although it often goes 
against his deepest instincts. 

Fortunately, perhaps, some 
pioneering footsteps had al¬ 
ready beat made. Lee Jae Bok, 
Park’s compatriot became an 
outstanding British Olympic 
coach before returning home 
in 1996. He warned Park 
about conflict emanating from 


cultural differences. “It is not 
possible just to tell a European 
player what to do; it is impor¬ 
tant to persuade." Lee said. 

It was also Lee who per¬ 
suaded Park to come to Brit¬ 
ain. “He came to me when he 
had finished playing because 
he was unsure what to da" 
Lee said- “I said: ‘Go to 
England now while you are 
still well-known. Learn your 
trade and you can soon be¬ 
come as fine a coach as you 
have been a player.'" 

The change did not happen 
overnight. During his first 
year in England, Park'S ability 
to communicate was limited. 
There were frequent telephone 
calls home, trips to London to 
buy Korean food and still 
stronger feelings of homesick¬ 
ness when he met other Kore- 


Answers from page 42 
ALPARGATA 

(c) A type of sandaLTbc Spanish 
word. “My companions wore 
alpargatas. namely, canvas 
shoes with thick soles or plaited 
hemp or grass." 

FOSSOR 

(a) One of (be borrowing 
Hymenoptera. the digger- 
wasps. formerly described as 
Fossores. The Latin means a 
digger or someone who digs a 
/ossa. “Each fossor lives an 
entirely independent life." 

BAHADUR 

(bl a great man. a distinguished 
personage, a celeb. Often 
affixed as a tide to an officer's 
name. The Hindi word means a 
hero or champion. “There is 
nothing of the great babadur 
about him he is easy of access, 
civil, and obliging to all who 
approach him." 

FLOBEKT 

(c) A cartridge or breech-toad log 
rifle for the cartridge. The 
epopym of N. Hobert- a French 
armourer (1819-94). ’The Hobert 
cartridge is notable as being an 
evolution of the percussion cap." 

SOLUTION TO WINNING 
CHESS MOVE 
1... QxcZ leaves White without a 
decent reply, as 2 Qxc2 Rxel is 
checkmate. 


j THEifiBSk TIMES 

! sports service 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891500 123 

Results 

Call 0891100123 


FOOTBALL 

Report-, and scores from the 
Wanbnt£lun Cup 

Call 0839 555 562 

Repans and sewes front 
the Nationwide League 

Call 0839 555 512 

Calls cost 50p per minute 


ans at tournaments. Yet fol¬ 
lowing the fortunes of 
Manchester United, develop¬ 
ing a taste for Boddington's 
beer and the integration of his 
four-year-old son. Kwang 
Ryoul, in a local school gradu¬ 
ally had a settling effect So, 
too, did the realisation that he 
carries an aura that greatly 
impresses English players. 

“We are lucky to have him," 
Hum said. “He is an inspira¬ 
tion." Though Hunt and Ar¬ 
cher hold the world speed- 
hitting record, they often 
cannot hit through Park’s 
quick-witted, nimble-footed 
defence during practice. 

Park’s job will soon be made 
easier by the E4 million up¬ 
grading of the sport’s national 
centre, which should be com¬ 
pleted in another six months. 


This will increase the number 
of courts and accommodation, 
but, according to Baddeley: 
“It’s been difficult for him. He 
clearly has very strong views 
about what it takes to be a top 
player. Important players are 
totally committed, others only 
think they are but we can't 
turn it into a situation where 
whatever Park says is gospel 
— we have to wort in a more 
co-operative and consultative 
fashion. It has often been very 
frustrating for him. but he has 
taken it well. I don’t think 
there will be an enormous 
difficulty in another 12 
months." 

By then, the Sydney Olym¬ 
pics will be only a few months 
away and Park will be near 
the end of his intended stay, 
although he has been writing 
to English universities and 
hopes to remain to study for a 
PhD. If he does, England 
might hold on to their inspira¬ 
tion from the East for longer 
than expected. 
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CALIFORNIA 

ZINFANDEL 

Perfect with 
goats cheese tartlet 
and herb salad. 



gpTTER 


CALIFORNIA 

ZINFANDEL 

* 

Perfect without 
goats cheese tartlet 
and herb salad. 



SUTTER HOME CALIFORNIA WINES. 

They don't need food to make sense. 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


Sad day for old soldiers 


The Soldiers’ Pilgrimage 
BBC2.730pm 

Although it was made last year, this film about M 
old soldiers of the first World War viszong 
battlefields and cemeteries in Belgium loses none 
of its impacL These were veterans in cw.sense, 
the youngest 97. the oldest George LutJefair, 101. 
Another celebrates his 101st birthday during the 
trip. The most affecting moment is when Umefair 
finally tracks down the grave of his best friend. a 
lad of 18 who was shot by a sniper in 1917. 
Littlefair ^ g randdaughter is every bit as emotional 
as he is. The programme's sub-text is the contrast 
between what these frail old men went through 
and the half century of comparative peace enjoyed 
by the post-1945 generation. As poignant as 
anything in the film itself is the knowledge that six 
of the 14 men have since died. 

Inspector Morse: The Wendt Is Dead 
/TV. 8.00pm 

Two things distinguish the latest Morse from its 31 
predecessors: the murder is 140 years old and John 
Thaw's sidekick is not tile much-abused Lewis but 
a young fast-track graduate played by Matthew 
Finney. At one time it seems that the first corpse of 
the night could be that of Morse himself. 
Collapsing at a crime convention, he is found to be 
suffering from a peptic ulcer and possibly 
something worse. But he pulls through and uses 
his enforced stay in hospital to solve a Victorian 
crime for which two canal boatmen were publicly, 
and in Morse's view, wrongly, hanged. That this 
scenario is even more unlikely than the usual 
Morse plot will not worry his millions of followers, 
who can enjoy a literate script by Malcolm 
Bradbury, the return of Judy Loe as Morse’s lady 
friend and a bigger role than usual for James 
Grout'S splendidly irascible Qiief Superintendent 

TtiDung Heads: Waiting for the Telegram 
BBC2.9.S0pm 

Played to the life bv Thora Hird. a favourite Alan 
Bennett actress, Violet is in her nineties and lives in 
what is euphemistically called a rest home. A 
stroke has left her struggling for words and when 
her son visits she does not recognise him. Come to 
that she cannot remember getting married, though 


RADIO 



Morse (John Thaw) is taken ill but still 
tackles a Victorian mystery (ITV, 8pm) 


her recollection of an unconsummated romance 
with a young man who went off to die in the First 
World "War fs sharp and full of emotion. This last 
in the current Talking Heads series is the bleakest, 
a study of old age that spares nothing in Us 
dissection of a failing mind and crumbling body. 
When Hird breaks down into sobs, the effect is 
overwhelming. The nearest thing to comic relief is 
when a male resident of the home exposes himself. 
“He could have been a bank manager ” Violet 
muses, “except he had no socks on." 

Comedy Lab 
Channel 4. 1130pm 

It was only a matter of time before somebody sent 
up that burgeoning television genre, the 
documentary soap, and here is Peter Kay doing it 
in sivle in the first of a series showcasing new 
comedy performers. The site is a motorway service 
area in Lancashire where the characters include 
the harassed manageress, a former RAC man 
trying to establish his own breakdown service, a 
would-be actor who is meanwhile cleaning the 
lavatories and a coach driver with a habit of feeing 
his passengers. Every one of them, not to mention a 
DJ who uses the station forecourt to broadcast his 
wares, is playtxl by Kay. who also wrote the show. 
His humour is aJl the more effective for being 
understated, so much so that this could almost be 
the real thing. Peter Waymark 


Afternoon Play: Strange Meeting 
Radio 4,2.15pm 

This play for Armistice Day is an atmospheric and 
moving account, by Peter wolf, of the last hours of 
Wilfred Owen’s life (he was killed just before the 
armistice) and the tide comes from Owen's great 
poem. The sense of despair mingled with 
cameraderie in the trenches is brilliantly conveyed, 
particularly by Alex Jennings as the captain and 
Paul Rees as Owen. We hear a sergeant pleading 
wearyingly with the captain: “It’s futile now. so few 
of us left, attacking the enemy when both they and 
we know, any moment this war’ll end." To which 
the reply, equally weary, is: “Sergeant, this is court 
martial talk." Wolfs play is elevated by the device 
of portraying Owen's last hours through his own 
eyes and through those of the man who shot him. 


RADIO 1 


&30am Zoe BaB 9.00 Sunon Mavo 12.00 Jo Whfcy. Includes 
12.30pm Newsbeal 2.00 Mak Raddffie 4.00 Chris Moytes 
5AS Newsbeal 690 Dave Pearce 890 Steve Lamacq: the 
Evening Session 10.00 Movie Update 10.10 John Poet 1200 
Giles Peterson 2.00am Charlie Jordan 4.00 Scott Mite 


RADIO 2 


690am Alex Lester 7 JO Wake Up to Wogan 9 JO Ken Bruce 
12.00 Jimmy Young 2.00pm Ed Swwa/1 5.05 Johnnie Water 
7.00 Nick Banadough 800 Mte Harding990 AH Singing. All 
dancing. At Night 1000 Radio 2 Classic Aftxxns FVwtwood 
Mac’5 Rumours 1030 Richard AUnson 12.00 Katrina 
Leskanch 390am Mo Dutta 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


690am Break! asL with Julian Worricker and Vrdotia 
Derbyshne 9.00 Mcty Campbell 1230 The MkUay News, with 
Anne Webster I.OQpmRuscoe and Co 490 Drive Peter Aten 
and Jane Garvey present the day’s events and sports action 
790 News Extra 730 John frwerdate’s Foolbal Night. Action 
from the fourth round of the Worthington Cup Pfcrs. the 
National Lottery Resiii 10.00 Littlejohn 11.00 Lare Nighl live 
190am Up All Mght 5.00 Morning Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


fLSOem Chris Evaw 930 Russ WHtams 1-OOpm Nek Abbot 
4.00 Bobby Han 6.45 Hamel Scott 10.00 Mark Forrest 
1.00am James Merntt 4-3Q Jeremy Clark 


TALK RADIO 


6.30am BM Overton and Kb sty Young 9.00 Scott Chisholm 
11.00 Lorraine Kefly 1.00pm Anna Raeburn 34X1 Tommy Boyd 
5,00 Peter Deeley 790 Nick Abbot 9.00 James White 1.00am 
Ian Collins and the Creatures of the Night 5.00 BS Overion 


Costing die Earth 
Radio 4 . 9XX)pm 

A new series of the environment programme that 
has proven to be excellent at cutting through the 
thickets of verbosity that emeige from grandiose, 
inter-govemment environment conferences and 
the like to tdl us what is actually happening. 
Tonight the promised dean-up of the North Sea is 
the focus: John Prescott having returned from the 
Sintra conference this year pledged to get out 
Britain's overalls, boots and cleaning fluid. 
Unfortunately ail the North Sea countries have a 
lot to do before the next EU report in two years’ 
time and there is tittle encouragement to be found 
in the home of the Eurocracy. Brussels, which the 
programme reckons is one of the most polluted 
dues in all of Europe. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


690am Sports International 790 News 7.1S Off the Shelf: 
Tales from Ovid 7.30 Mandlan Live 8.00 News 8.10 Pause lor 
Thought B.15 Westway 8.30 Evetywoman 9.00 News. (948 
only) News in German 905 World Business Report 9-15 The 
Faimmg World 9.30 Britain Now 9.45 spans Roundup 10.00 
Newsdesk 1030 One Planet 11.00 Newsdesk 11.30 Sports 
International 1250 News 1205pm World Business Report 
12.15 Britain Today 1220 Soundbyte 1245 Sports Roundup 
1.00 Newsftour 2.00 News 295 Outlook 230 Megamu 390 
News; (648 only] News n German 3.05 Spurts Roundup 3.15 
Peftonnance 3-30 Everywoman 490 News 4.15 From Our 
Own Correspondent 430 Insight (648 ortyi News m German 
4.45 Britan Today SjOO Europe Today 5-30 World Business 
Report 545 Sports Roundup 6.00 Newsdesk 6.30 The Wort*. 
(648 only) News m German 7.00 News Summary 7.01 Outlook 
725 Pause For Thought 730 Mutitrack: X-Press 890 
News hour 9.00 News 9.05 Works Business Repod 9.15 Bilan 
Today 920 On Screen 10.00 Newsdesk 1090 Insight 10^5 
Sports Roundup 11.00 News 11.05 CMtoolc 11.30. Mutitrack 
X-Prass 12.00 Newsdesk 12 . 30 am From Ou Own Corres¬ 
pondent 12.45 EMail Today 1.00 Newsdesk 1 JO Omnibus 
2jOQ Newsday 2-30 Meric&an Books 3.00 News 34)5 World 
Business Report 3.15 Sports Rouidtip 3.30 Brail ot Britain 
4.00 The World Today 5.00 The Vttwfd Today 


CLASSIC FM 


690am Nick Barley’s Easier Breakfast. Soothug must and 
norma bon updates 8.00 Henry Kelly Inckides The Hall ol 
Fame Hour 1280 Lunchtime Requests. Jane Jones introduces 
Tistenefs' favourite pieces ol muse 2.00pm Concerto Mozart 
(Slnlonta Concertante n E Rat major! 3.00 Jan*? Cnck. 
Mixing Afternoon Romance and Continuous Classics 630 
Newsnight. Headlines, arts news and guests. presented by 
John Bnmnmg 7M Smooth Classics at Seven John Brurwing 
introduces two hours ol easy-isiening sounds 9.00 Evening 
Concert Wagner (Siegfried Idyl); Holst iThe Planets) 11.00 
Mam at Night Music and conversation with Alan Mann 
290am Concerto (r) 390 Mark Gntfrths with the Early 
Breakfast Show 


RADIO 3 


690am On Air with Stephan® Hughes. Includes 

Mozart (Hondo in A minor); Tchaikovsky (Eugene 
Onegin, excerpt); Ravel (lombeau de Couperin) 



990 


Schone MCNterin). Lrszl (Hungarian Rhapsody No 9 
in E Rail; Hindemith (Symphony; Mathre der Maler) 
1090 Artist of the Week: Mstislav Rostropovich 
1190 Sound Stories: Briefer Candles Richard Baker 
looks at the life at the Romanian pianist Dmu . 
Ltpafli 

1290 Composer of the Week: Debussy 
1 .00pm The Racflo 3 Lunchtime Concert: New 
Generations Ronald von Spaendonck, clan net. 
Alexandre Tharaud. piano. Weber (Grand duo 
concerfant, Op 48): Schumann (Fantasfestucfce. 

Op 73); Bag (Four Pieces. Op 5); Poulenc 
(Clarinet Sonata) 

ZOO The BBC Orchestras The BBC Philharmonic 
under Tadaaki Otaka and Yan Pascal Tortetwr 
Takerrwsu (Requiem lor Strings). Takemllsu 
(Requiem for Sfnngs). Debussy (La Merj. 
Beethoven (Piano Concortn No 3 m C iron. 
Dvorak (Symphony No 8 hi G) 

4.00 Choral Evensong Live hrom the Chapel ol Clare 


College, Cambridge. Director of music Timothy 
Brown Organ scholar Andrew Henderson 
5.09 In Time Sean Rafferty discusses a new biography 
of Cole Porter with the author William McSnan 
790 Performance on 3 (Sounding the Century) The 
first pari of the London Symphony Orchestra's 
Shostakovich retrospective Conductor Mstislav 
Rostropovich Shostakovich (Symphony No 9; 
Symphony Mo 8) 

9-20 Postscript: Grave New World The feminist wnler 
Sadie Plant sees, the Internet as a liberating space 
tor women and believes they win be empowered 
by icctmology <n the next century 

9.45 Songs by St enhammer The Wanderer A Ship 
Saits: Miss Blonde and Miss Brunette: Coastal 
Song- Songs and Moods. Op 26 

10.00 Ensemble Penn/ Gore m.tsugaies Mozart's 
friendships with the oboist. Friednch Ramm. the 
ham player, ignaz Leuigeb, and the composer's 
statfle-pfaymg Dormer Anion Sradtar 

10.45 Night Waves Painpk Wright discusses The work 
ol the sculptor Louise Bourgeois 

11.30 Jazz Notes a ftnai selection from me- Tenor 
Gladness, concert at the Brecon Jazz Feaival 
12.00 Composer of the Week: Monteverdi ir) 
190am Through the Night witti Donald Macieod 


RADIO 4 


6.00am Today with John Humphcys and James 

Naughlie. Includes 695.7.55 Weather 7.25. &25 
Sports News 7 AS Thought lor I he D.?/ 

895 (LW) Yesterday In Parflament 

990 Mknrodc wdh tr*5 Times columns) Libby Puves 

995 (LW) Daily Service 

9.45 (FM) Serial: Memoirs of an Infantry Officer 

Janas Wilby reads Siegfried Sassoon's 
autobiographical novel aboul Hie horrors ol file in 
the trenches ol the First World War (3/5) 

1090 Woman's Hour with Jcnm Murray 
1 1.00 Live Luggage: Smugglers Beware Customs 
oHicers keep their eyes peeled lor IrjveJfers' 
trinkets made Irrxn endanqcfod speews 
1190 Funny Boobs Jimmy Tarbuc* and Rhora 
Cameron discuss comedy through the 
generations (2/6) 

12-00 News 12.04pm You and Yours 
1290 (LW} News Headlines,- Shtppmg Ftrecasl 
190 The World at One mih Nick Clarke 
1-30 Wordly Wise Graham Norton. Jim Tovore, Susan 
Jeffreys and Richard Vranch explore word's and 
language m the panel game, chaved by Prter 
HciUAiy (r| 

290 The Archers |r| 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Strange Meeting See Choice 
3.00 Gardeners' Question Time Carole Baxter. Nigel 
Col bom and John Cushnie answer horficuttural 
questions Charod by Eric Robson (r) 

3-30 Powerful Substances: Rubber A look ar (he 
increasingly popular commodity 

3.45 Cautionary Talos Hillairt? Belloc s classic, reorl by 
Alan Bennett, and Matthew Sweeney reads lioin 
hm own works 

490 Case Notes Graham Enr.ton imds out Imw good 
nulnlian may provido Ihn to avoiding disij.uio 

iL 1 

4.30 Thinking Allowed with Lagno Taylor 
590 PM with Charili? Loe-Potter and Nigel Wrcn<^i 


690 Hamer Hersch s All Classical Music Explainer 

When rs in* nghr lirre to dap =n classical 
ccncedJ 7 

790 The Archers 7.15 From Row A rcvie.v of Fear 
and Uxilhmg >n Ljc Veg3i. Terr/ Gilliam's film 
cfcamai-sation of the book b,- Hunter S Thompson 
starting Johnny Depp and Christina Ricci, directed 
bv Terry Gilliam 

7.45 Still Waters m 

fi.00 The Moral Maze Mchssi Buerk ponders ethical 
iosuco t>;+imd iho week c ne-.'/s -.-/iiti Janet Daley. 
David Starkey. Dai. id CcoV and Ian Hare?eaves 

8.45 Karmic Compensation Mn:V Walker embajk-s on 
1 f^jmev across Europt. reflecting ot his career 
,n miornaiiQnal journalism baton> and after he was 
cammed io a '.-.'ncclchai, uj 

SS5 Un9 . OHJ Earth N ’ A Choree 

9.30 Midweek (ri 
10.OO The World Tonight 
10.45 Book at Bedtime: Le Grand Meaulnes PhHip 

Franks reads AJam-F^jrmer s pac'Sionaie tale ol 
adcJescent idea'.sm >.3 10> 

11.00 Late Night on 4: Five Squeezy Pieces Olltieai 
rrimedy ■>.?Mi , e‘ : l- 7 Oaire Caiman Julia Davis 

inn ii um Syu! and ^bsila V/er 

1190 (LW) Today In Parflament A roundup of the 
,, „ tia/s evenly in Westminster 
11.30 Radio Shuttloworth Graham Feiloivs as singer- 
scwj.-.tile: Jottn SiiulHc'.vonn. laikc to cetetrilv 

12.00 Nows 12.30am The Late Boole News of a 
Kidnapping '--ear- Barter: reads part eujht of 
Gaonei i_-».vr.:.-, r.terrj^-'s a'XOurif ol dr'uo cartels 
in Ldombia iS'fOi 

190 As World Service 
t'2n 5 Forecast 

| L nsht y° Forecast 5.45 Prayer for the Day 
5.47 Farming Today ' 


K&LW198M iStSpSoo 4 ™ ! 

CLASSIC FM. FM 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO. FM tOS^lmV?^T ^ 

TelevtskMi and radio listings compiled by lan Huqhcs RoVmnai^HADIO MW 1053. 1089. 
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TELEVISION 47 


0 


Editor, there seems to be a tongue in my cheek 


F onhe most part, Riete Oord, 
who directed last night* 
Cntting Edge (Channel 4) on 
«« t o. magazine, behaved hersdf 
-realising that to milk the most 

merriment from a subject like this 

11 pa -XL l °M P ay U « straight L 

possible. Nonetheless, one of the 
most entertaining moments was 
when Oord mischievously asked 
Mage Koumi. editor of the 
celebrity-struck magazine if her 
rtaff worked with thdrtongues hj 
tto; Check, hither Koumi is a 

rt Ct ^ s J )r **“ Was genuinely 
dumbfounded: why on earth, she 
asked vehemently, would her staff 
see working on Hello! as ironic? A 
diastened Oord mumbled politely 
the way you’d mumble if you’d just 
tow Jimmy Durante how you 
admired people who could make a 
vutue out of having a nose the size 
of Long Island, and he’d replied “! 
guess so. But, personally. I’d still 
hate to have a giant hooter.” 

Given the way this Government 


likes io handle its relations with 
Jhe press, it is surprising that it 
hasn’t made Hello! the approved 
organ of the Labour Party. 

Faced with having to explain 
why exactly it misled the country 
by telling us it knew nothing more 
about what Ron Davies had been 
up to on Clapham Common that 
fateful night. Downing Street 
could rely on the interviewer from 
Hello! to ask Alastair Campbell 
the crudal, revealing question: 
“With the plans for the Welsh 
assembly now in turmoil, the 
Middle East peace process once 
again under threat and Ireland’s 
future still precarious, can you tell 
us. Mr Campbell, how it is that 
you manage to juggle a busy 
you workload and still find time to 
devote to making your home so 
gracious and beautiful?” Even Des 
O’Connor couldn't get a job on 
Hello! for fear that he might scare 
off the subjects with over-aggres¬ 
sive interrogation. 


Although renowned for its nev- 
er-knowingly unsimpering man¬ 
ner towards the rich and famous, 
Hello! is possibly even better 
known for its notorious "curse”. 
No sooner do deep-in-love couples 
agree to be photographed for the 
magazine in their gracious and 
beautiful homes than they an¬ 
nounce that they’re separating. Bill 
Wyman and Mandy Smith. Gazza 
and Sheryl. Elizabeth Taylor and 
Larry Fbrtensky, Viscount Al thorp 
and Victoria Lockwood, the Duke 
and Duchess of York — it’s as if 
Hello! is the devil, and Faustian 
couples, must choose whether to 
sell their marital happiness in 
return for Hello !'s fat cheque. 

I t’s a touchy enough subject for 
HelloP s publishing director, 
Sally Cartwright, to tell Oord: 
“More than one in two marriages 
ends in divorce these days in the 
UK. and it's higher among celebri¬ 
ties. politicians, sportsmen and so 


REVIEW 
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Joseph 


on — the'people we’re featuring. I 
don’t think we can take the credit 
for causing the divorces." Oh 
Sally, you’re so selfless! 

So how has the magazine sur¬ 
vived to celebrate ten years on the 
newsstands in Britain — the 
ostensible occasion for this docu¬ 
mentary? Because, first and last, 
says Maggie Koumi, "Hello! is a 
news magazine. Hello!, whatever 
the critics say. if you look at it. 


it's a history of our life and times." 

Surprising, then, that you so 
rarely read articles in Hello! about 
folk like Shaun. You might call 
Shaun a central plank of Drinking 
For England . the first in a new 
series or Modem Times (BBC2L if 
only the word “plank” didn't 
connote altogether too dynamic a 
sense erf Shaun's Kfestyle. 

But let him describe it himself, 
as he sits on his gracious and 
beautiful sofa: "1 drink about ten 
or twelve pins a day. seven nights 
a week. Barbara {his wife] gets 
absolutely pissed off with it And I 
can understand it She works, 
comes home at five, and al six I've 
gone.” Every night, after closing 
time, she drives to the pub to 
collect him. "And I shall just 
stumble into bed and she has to 
take me socks off. tos 1 can’t bend 
down because of my hip problem. 
And she takes them off going, ‘Oh 
God, the smell!’. Then I plonk out 
on the bed." Somehow you can’t 


imagine Maggie Koumi fighting to 
pay big money for exclusive rights 
to the siory of Shaun's gracious life 
and times. 

T he trick used by director 
Brian Hill — who directed 
Sylvania Waters ~ to make 
us think we were watching more 
than just a bunch of drunks was to 
hire the poet Simon Armilage to 
write verse, or sometimes a Dennis 
Poner-style song, that encapsulat¬ 
ed the lifestyle of the various soaks 
and which they then red ted or 
sang to camera. 

Hill’s idea was to “push the 
limits of the documentary genre”. 
It was clever and stylish in hs way. 
but it didn't tell us anything about 
drunks we didn’t know: it just gave 
them an undeserved, slightly ro¬ 
mantic raffishness, whereas a 
boozer is generally just another 
boozer — as in rhymes with loser. 

The first in a new series of Back 
to the Floor last night (BBC2) was 


an eye-opening account of what 
Builms’s new managing director. 
Tony Marshall, learnt when he 
briefly became a Redcoat at the 
Minehead camp. The new £7 
million swimming pool is leaking, 
guests are seething about their 
rooms, staff morale is flatter than 
Norfolk. The surprise is nek that 
Butlins is now faltering but how it 
ever got to be successful in the first 
place. Back at HQ. Marshall tells 
his top managers that his Redcoat 
experience at Minehead was so 
“mind-blowing'’ that he wants 
them all to go. too. 

The look of dread in their eyes as 
they toadfly hailed their boss's 
brainwave was even worse than 
the look you'd see on Maggie 
Koumi's face if Sarah Ferguson 
announced she was selling exclu¬ 
sive picture rights to her next 
siding trip to Heitors deadly rival. 
OK!. And in the history of our life 
and times, things don’t get much 
more dreadful than that. 


6-OOam Business Breakfast (41546) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (88332) 

9-OO Knroy (T) (8754879) 

9.40 Style Challenge (9580430) 

10.0S City Hospital (T) (9624343) 

1055 News (T) (9484527) 

11 no Two Minutes’ Silence Marking the 80th 
anniversary of the end of the First World 
. . War. Followed by Real Rooms {(9494904) 
11.25 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook (T) (9497091) 
11^ News (T) Regional news and weather 
(9264186) 

12JJ0 Pass the Buck (4025701) 

12.25pm Going for a Song (4011508) 

12j 50 The Weather Show (T) (80613940) 

1.00 One O'clock News (T) (15679) 

1-30 Regional News (73457362) 

1.40 Neighbours Susan gives Karl his 
marching orders (7) (67076879) 

2JJ5 Ironside (r) (9236169) 2£5 Wipeout 
'. (2429362) 

3-25 Ptaydays (r) (6185546) 3.45 Bananaman 
(!) (8687188) 3^0 ChucWeViskxi (r) 
(2523817) 4.10 Get Your Own Back (T) 
(9381430) 

4.35 Microsoap Last in series (T) (7968459) 
5L09Newsroimd (T) (4699169) 

5.10 Hue Peter (T) (5904966) 

5^5 Neighbours (r) (T) (430701) 

640 Six O’Ciock News (T) (527) 

6JO Regional News (T) (879) 

7.00 A Question of Sport with footballer 
Vinnie Jones, cricketer Angus Fraser, 

athlete (wan Thomas and swimmer 

Susan Rolph (T) (7701) 

7JO Tomorrow's World Anya Sitaram 

reports on alternative heart treatment 

using a simple Injection designed to 
encourage blood-vessel growth (T) ( 661 ) 
8.00 The Life of Birds David Attenborough 
describes, how white-faced owts locate 
lemmings, their- protein-packed prey, by 
using night vision 100 times better than 
any other bird's (T) (328430) 

&5Q The National Lottery: Amazing Luck 
Stories CO (763817) . 

9.00 News (0 and weather (9140) 

9^9 National Lottery Update (941169) 

9.30 One Fobt~ in _the Grave Relations 
between the Metdrews become strained 
as Margaret-is plagued by nightmares 
. about killing her husband (r) (T) (61985) 
10.00 The Best of British Award-winning 
comedian Victoria Wood reflects on 30 
years in the business. (446782) WALES: 
10.00 The Silver Screen (535140) 10.40 
The Best of British (968614) 11.25 The 
Day the Guns Fell Silent (392817) 12.15- 
1.55am FILM: Footloose (938676) 
lOASThe Day the Guns Fell Silent (2/2). 
Timothy West narrates extracts from 
letters and diaries of First World War 
survivors (925530) 

11.35 Footloose (1984) See Rim Choice. A 
gm rebellious student from the city moves to 
BlUU a small town, where he clashes with a 
preacher who has banned dancing for its 
immorality. Starring Kevin Bacon. Lori 
Singer and John Lithgow. Directed by 
Herbert Ross (258817) 

1.15am Weather (4200676) 

1.20 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Ptas+ and VIDEO Pfc»+ codM 

The numbers after each programme are tar >«>EO 
Plus* programming, iust enter the VIDEO Plus* 
number!*) for the re levant programme^) rmo you 
video recorder for easy taping. 

For more details caU VIDEO Plus* on 0640 750710. 
Cate charged at 25p per minute at aB times 
VIDEO Plus**. UBIacklandsTrc. London, SW3 2SP 
VIDEO Pfus+« is a registered trademark of Gemstar 
Development Corporation. O 1998 


6.10am The Rlnuccfnl Chapel, Florence 

(3261966) 6^5 Science Skills (9063169) 

7.00 King Greenflngers (r) (5802140) 7.05 
Teletubbles (r) (2613782) 7.30 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (r) (2415121) 7J5S To Me. To 
You (r) (D (5717411) 8JH> Robinson 
Sucroe (r) (T) (9317256) 8.45 Juniper 
Jungle (r) (T) (6022362) fc55 King 
Greenfingers (5511633) 9.00 Dynamo (r) 
(7629508) 9.10 What* Where? When? 
Why? (7632072) 9J2S Focus (T) 
(5020633) 9.45 Words and Pictures 
(8669256) 10.00 

Teletubbces (91701) 10.30 Numbertime 
(3290782) 10.45 Cals' Eyes (3295237) 
11.00 Around Scotland (9996324) 11.20 
The Geography Programme (72091) 
11.40 Science in Action (7265188) 12.00 
Teaching Today (13850) 12JS0 Working 
Lunch (72091) 1.00 Juniper Jungle 
(98367817) 1.10 Sophie Grlgson's Herbs 
(43294617) 1.15 History Hour (r) 

(411850) 

2.15 Match of Their Day: Kenneth 
Wolstenholme (70913985) 2.40 News 
(T) 2.45 Westminster (T) (1202633) 

335 At the Going Down of the Sun The 
Queen leads a service of remembrance 
from Ypres (2323850) 

4.20 Remembrance Meditation with 
Geraldine James (r) (9236140) 

4J25 Ready, Steady. Cook (r) (T) (3728879) 

4.55 Esther Guest presenter Kaye Adams 
asks whether being a vrgtn is back in 
vogue (r) (T) (5586053) 5.30 Today's the 
Day (T) (256) 6.00 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation (r) (T) (770898) 

&A5 At the Going Down of the Sun From the 
Menin Gate, Ypres (348508) 

7.20 §§§@§3 The Soldiers’ Pilgrimage 
tVTC'SKEia Survivors of the First World 
War revisit the battlefields of France and 
Belgium to pay tribute to comrades who 
failed to return home (972614) 

8.00 Home Front in the Garden (r) (T) (4091) 

830 The Antiques Show The search begins 
for (he Chippendales of the future (T) 
(5558) 

9.00 Nurse The student nurses are on the 
ward for the first time (T) (450324) 



9.50 


Dame Thora Hird stars in the last of 
Alan Bennett’s monologues (9.50pm) 

Talking Heads II Dame 
Thora Hird in an Alan Bennett 
monologue (T) (295492) 

1020 Trade Secrets (988985) 

10.30 Newsnight presented by Martha 
Kearney (T) (960072) 

11.15 Brothers and Sisters (T) (661459) 
11.55 Weather (271695) 12.00 Despatch 
Box(28183) 

12L30am Learning Zone: Arts Late (99183) 
1.00 Difference on Screen (28744) 1.30 
Passing Judgements (33164) 2.00 

Schools: Statistics (49305) 4.00 

Languages: Deutsch (89725) 5.00 RCN 
Nursing Update (86270) 5^0 RCN 
Nursing Update (8060541) 5.45 OU 
Plant Growth Regulators (68893) 


6.00am GMTV (9194091) 

9-25 Trisha (T) (9822968) 

10.15 TWs Morning (T) (41330169) 

12.15 pm Regional News (3826695) 

12J30 News (T) and weather (76817) 

1.00 Shortland Street (33275) 

1 JO Home and Away (T) (75186) 

2.00 The Jerry Springer Show (9744607) 

3.10 News (7933430) 

3.15 Regional News (7932701) 

3J0 Wizadora (r) (7920966) 320 The Slow 
Norris (7304850) 3.45 The Animal Shelf 
(7332633) 4.00 Rupert (r) (3745546) 4JS 
The RottentroHs (T) (4844362] 4M Mad 
for It (92S3817) 

5.10 WALES: Primetime Diary (461B072) 
5.10 Wildife Rescue: Sea Mammals SOS 

(4618072) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (313895) 

6-00 Home and Away (r) (T) (723324) 

625 Wales Tonight (T) (944548) 

6.25 HTV Weather (357430) 

6.30 The West Tonight (T) (275) 

7.00 Emmerdaie Mandy and Butch's big day 
arrives (T) (9169) 

730 Coronation Street Jim gives Liz his 
blessing (T) (459) 

8.00 inspector Morse: The 

E ts S&S Ba Wench is Dead Morse 
Investigates the murder of a young 
woman who was kilted in 1859. With John 
Thaw and Matthew Finney (T) (4701) 
10.00 News (T) and weather (41633) 

1030 Regional News (442742) 



Clive James turns his critical eye 
on the pop music business (10.40pm) 

10-40 Cfive James on TV Clive James takes a 
look back at British television, with the 
help of hts' special guest Lulu, and a 
cefebnty audience (950904) 

11.10 Strays (1992) with Kathleen Quintan, 
Timothy Busfleld and Claudia Christian. A 
city coi$)le purchase their dream house 
in the country only to discover they have 
invaded the lair of a group of wildcats. 
Directed by John McPherson (182362) 
12.40 The Anderson Tapes (1971) Sean 

n Connery, Dyan Cannon and Martin 
Balsam star in this thriller about a former 
convict who attempts to pull off a mllfion- 
dottar burglary, unaware that his every 
move is being monitored by the 
authorities Directed by Sidney Lumet 
(439003) 

230 The Hopeful Traveller David Bean 
continues his walk through the Cumbrian 
countryside (4101657) 

235 Trisha (r) (7) (9525831) 

3.45 Cybernet (21225386) 

4.10 Soundtrax (78036251) 

4.40 ITV Wghtscreen (98735251) 

5.00 Coronation Street (80096) 

530 News (23638) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1.00pm Echo Point (33275) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (9923850) 
5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (4818072) 
635-730 Central News (944546) 

11.10 Central Sports Special (182362) 
230am The Hopeful Traveller (4101657) 
340 Cybernet (21226015) 

4.05 Central Jobfinder '98 (2362580) 
530 Asian Eye (3927096) 


WESTCOUNTHY 


As HTV West except 
12.15pm Westcountry News (3826685) 
1.00 Emmerdaie (33275) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (9923850) 
5.08 Birthday People (9448168) 
5.10-5.40 Home end Away (4818072*) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (51508) 
11.10 Power Game (453817) 

11.40 The Westcountry Match (734879) 






As HTV West except: 1215-12.30 News and 
Weather (3826885) 5.10-5.40 Home and 
Away (4818072) 630 Meridian Tonight (685) 
630-730 A Weekend’s Work (275) 11.10 
Taped Up (453817)11.40 Renegade (734879) 
530am Freescreen (80096) 









As HTV West except: 1.00pm-130 Sptit 
Second (33275) 5.1CK&40 Shortland Street 
(4818072) 635-7.00 Anglia News (944546) 
11.10 Mkfweek Kick-Off (182362) 


Starts: 630am Sesame Street (34256) 
730 The Big Breakfast (21430) 

930 Book Box (28782) 

930 Rat-A-Tat-Tat (8666169) 

&45 Book Box (8654324) 

10.00 Stage TWo Science (3296324) 

10.15 AO About Us (3219275) 

1030 Topi En Franca Is (9035966) 
1030 Stop, Look, Listen (6601633) 
1130 First Edition (4366879) 

11.15 Inside Art (4372430) 

1130 Powerhouse (3343) 

12.00 The Ramayana (48546) 

1230pm Sesame Street (74469) 

130 Planed Plant (98363237) 

1.15 Llsabeth (98351492) 

130 Travelog Treks (67096633) 

135 FILM: Paths of Glory (94703527) 
330 Col lectors' Lot (463) 

4.00 Fffteen-to-One (188) 

430 RlckJ Lake (512) 

530 Planed Plant (8816168) 

5.15 FfeH (4694614) 

530 Countdown (324) 

6.00 Newyddfon 6 (194898) 

6.10 Heno (778430) 

7.00 Poboi y Cwm (650324) 

735 Ffermlo (855508) 

8.00 Gwalth Cartref (6459) 

830 Newyddkm (5966) 

930 Drop the Dead Donkey (2850) 
930 Is It Legal? (54695) 

1030 Broofcstde (819614) 

1035 Aliy McBeal (796324) 

1130 FTasier (82053) 

12.00am Under the Moon (8883454) 


CHANNEL 4 


630am Sesame Street (34256) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (T) (21430) 

930 Schools: Book Box (28782) 930 Rat-A- 
Tat-Tat (8666189) 9.45 Book Box 
(8654324) 10.00 Stage Two Science 
(3296324) 10.15 All About Us (3219275) 
1030 Topi 2 En Frangais (9035966) 
1030 Stop. Look, Listen (6601633) 
1130 First Edition V (4366879) 11.15 
Inside Art (4372430) 

1130 Powerhouse (T) (3343) 

1230 Sesame Street (48546) 

1230 pm Brookside (r) (T) (74459) 

130 Watercolour Challenge (r) (T) 

(5271898) 

135 Travelog Treks (T) (73430695) 

130 Jacquettne (1956) Sentimental drama 
| starring Jacquefine Ryan. John Gregson 
I and Kathleen Ryan. When an Irish 
shipyard worker seeks solace in drink, his 
daughter resolves to raise his morale. 
Directed by Roy Baker (T) (94795508) 
330Collectors' Lot (T) (463) 430 Fifteen-to- 
One (T) (188) 430 Countdown (T) 
(7952888) 435 Fticki Lake (T) (5571121) 
530 Pst Rescue Roadshow (T) (324) 
8.00 Late Lunch with Mel and Sue with 
guest Jennifer Saunders (42850) 

7.00 News (T) and weather (507324) 730 
Armistice Diary: The Seventh Hear (T) 
(716614) 

8.00 Brookside Joey receives some bad 
news: and Jimmy is determined to wreak 
vengeance on Rufus (T) (6459) 

830 She's Gotta Have It Liza Tarbuck Is in 
London with three volunteers looking for 
party wear (T) (5966) 

9.00 Drop the Dead Donkey Helen wrestles 
with single motherhood and her sexuality: 
while Sally searches for the secret of 
eternal youth. With Robert Duncan. Jeff 
Rawie and Ingrid Lacey (2850) 

930 Is It Legal? Stefla and Bob have to spend 
the night together. With tmelda Staunton. 
Patrick Bartow, Richard Lumsden and 
Kate Isitt (T) (54695) 

1030 Ally McBeal Cage's cousin is arrested 
for assaulting "happy people" with a 
paddle. With Calista Fiockhart and 
Courtney Thome Smith (T) (177140) 
1035 Whose Line is ft Anyway? New series. 
Clive Anderson hosts the show from 
Hollywood, with Brad Sherwood. Colin 
Mochrie, Ryan Stiles and Wayne Brady 
(T) (130904) 



Peter Kaye plays all the characters 
visiting a service station (1130pm) 


1130 


Comedy Lab (1/9) 
Highlighting the best of the 
new comedy performers and writers 
(82053) 

1230 Under the Moon Danny Kelly and Lisa 
Rogers present another round of 
interactive sports. Including at 235am 
Football Haifa; 4.00 High 5; 430 KabaddJ 
and 530Trans World Sport (6738880) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder win 
be able to receive the channel free of 

K^ara”picture: lOittOT^Gt^sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 


630am 5 News and Sport (2904256) 730 
WdeWorld (r) (T) (6660633) 730 

Milkshake' (8816625) 

735 What-A-Mess (r) (1181169) 830 

Havakazoo (r) (2067411) 830 

Dappiedown Farm (2066782) 

930 HouseBusters (r) (T) (7986850) 935 
Russell Grant's Postcards (0 (4749546) 
930The Oprah Winfrey Show (2957099) 
1030 Sunset Beach (T) (2507275) 11.10 ' 
Leeza (r) (9512140) 

1230 5 News at Noon (T) (2077898) 1230 pm 
Family Affairs (r) (T) (7908966) 

1.00 The Bold and the Beautiful (T) 
(6669904) 130 Sons and Daughters 
(7907237) 230 100 Per Cert Gold 
(5215850) 

230Good Afternoon (6637633) 

330Veronica Clare: Slow Violence 

m (1991.TVM) Jazz dub owner and private 
detective Veronica Clare gets involved in 
two more mysteries. The first involves her 
frying to locale the errant mother of a 
baby abandoned at the Jazz dub; and the 
second is the case of a boxer who 
suddenly leaves his manager after six 
years. Starring Laura Robinson and Tony 
Plana Directed by Leon Ichaso and 
Deborah Dalton (T)(4445527) 

5.10 The Roseanne Show (9674099) 630 
100 Per Cent (5720614) 630 Family 
Affaire (T) (5711966) 

7.005 News (5226966) 730 The Pepsi Chart 
(5700850) 

8.00 Hot Property (i) (5235814) 830 In the 
Dark (T) (5214121) 

930 Her Hidden Truth (1996,TVM) Starring 
| Kellie Martin and Antonio Sabato. Drama 
| in which a young woman who, after being 
falsely accused of an arson attack at the 
age of ten, is institutionalised for the 
murder of her mother and sister. 
Released al the age of 18 and 
defermined to dear her name, she enlists 
the help of a sympathetic detective to 
help her track down the (offers. Directed 
by Dan Lemer fT) (81494817) 



TV presenter Donna Air Joins Melinda 
Messenger’s chat show (1030pm) 

1030 Melinda's Big Night In (8404879) 1130 
Compromising Situations (97B5409) 
1235am NHL: American Ice Hockey 
Colorado v Phoenix (46772725) 

430 Club Class (r) (92143560) 5.05 You 
Again? (47122676) 

530100 Per Cent (r) (1970638) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


• For farther listings see 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 __ 

7-OOom The Slmpeons 730 The Ome 
Evans fteettas Shew S30 Hollywood 
Squares 930 GuHyl «30 My Jessy 
Raphael 11 JO Oprah 1230 Chns Evans 
Breakfast Shew IZSSpm Special_KCotec- 
oon 1.00 Days at Our Lives IJS Sps oalK 
Cdeetton 2J0 Sa»y JMsyWw d 

Special K CcttBcoon33© Jenny Jones 335 

Soeoal k CoUecnon 430 Gtft y 1 SXM» Star 
Tratc Deep Space Nine 830 Married wte 
ChddtenB30 Friends 7JW Tie 
7.30 Real TV ftOOSagae1930 IheX 
Rles 1 MO fcMenraum 11-00Fiends 11JO 
Star Trek. Deep Space Nna 1S30a«n 
Rpregada 130 Long Play 

SKY BOX OF FICE _ 

Esch film costs SZSO per vtev«*i0 


SKY MOV1EMAX 


SAOam Behind the WaWrfal (1995) 
£22168966) 7^45 RriendaMpfo Held 
(1998) (339612561 *30 Father, of the 
Bride M (1895) (69681072) 11.15Fanre»« 
to the Plane! al Apee _ (1974) 

(81801643) 130pm Son w Oodne 
0967) (2to24,tSo B gdnd the.W at^M 
(1995) (56459) 5.00 Rtaalshlp eFWd 

(1995) (61072) 9JOO ABbl (1997)148072) 
11 Back In Bu«r»e»s ns96) P«^!e) 
12J5am Crowfoot (l995) f2SZ2ra 
X40 Acts of Contrition (19M) (63841560) 

SKY CINEMA _ 

OXiOinNameOnlydB^iiTS^naTO 

Frenchman-* Creek f19«4) 
a.00 The Big Rod One (i960) 

10.00 The Last Herd 

(2408607) 11.40 The RaktbO W (19B 8) 

(6224®5) 1 JBrnn The Frewii Connac- 

tkHi II (1975) 130 Hone ted the Lonely 
Heart (1844) (4618367) 


: OFFICE 1 (Transponder 261 TNT 


i OFFICE 2 (Transponder 60) 

(1997) 

i OFFICE 3 (Transponder 58) 

shin- (1997) 
fiderttet (1997) 

c OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 


1(1997) 


OUR 





Sb 2,4JM The Sana 
S2S898I 545 About 
544898) 7JO Barry 
Mgtrt 5M 

he Cowwy (1^ 
, tor an Eye (1996) 
!to 0995) 01^41 h 
i (1995) (803*02) 3J5 
B) (88824960) 


(213507751 1030 Saratoga (ICT 
(95633362) 11^5 Sunday kiMeje Yo« 
(1963) (53718508) 1 Mm Tfo Walldng 
Stick (1970) (15563928) 3 .18 Art lBPB 
tsJHld (1963) (90mins) 5.00 Ckree 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

TJXtarit Sporra Cartne 7.15 
Sports^8J0 Recrg 
q-in Foatt»ler& FootbaB Stwi 1IL30 
11 -30 Faa® 
1900 toodcs 12Jppm Worlhintfonaip 
? M Soon? Urtmted MO Inside 

Chow 6J» WrestUng BJ3Q 
gjO unfreliwable Sports 

g jo UnbefevaDte Sports 11X00 

11 J 5 urfoenwawe 

Centre 12-00 Baxmg 1 £p am ‘^! wa£ * 

2 J» Pod 300 Spons Cenire 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ _ 

TJttam Aerobes 7JO Spots 

mafia News 8.15 FaStran 845 Sports 

S 90 ? Rsr. TV 1000 American 


Waersports worid 11.00 V-Max luo 
Airileocs 1200 Worthing) on Cup FocttraC 
100am Oort Extra 400 Spons Centre 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1200 WhMflng: Shogun lOOpnt Ftefi TV 
200 Baxng Suoertxxna 300 American 
Canege Foottst 500 Cup Specab Story of 
the FA CUp 1998 700 Got) Bora 1000 
OMnpics: Golden Momarta 1030 Bea d 
Al Tme. FooUhI League XI 71.30 Ctee 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am Forabal. Eurogoah 900 
WdgMtfnro 11O0 Saing 1130 Teme 
1230 U«e Tennis 130pm LMa We^hiHtlng 
2v45 Lwe Terns 500 Live Wtfl(?itfifbng 
800 Ten-Put Bowing 9.00 Darts 1030 
Bceang 1130 Speedwcrld 1230 
Weigrt6ftng 1230am Close 

UK GOLD _ 

730Bm Crocsroacs 730 Ne^fwxn 735 
EesiEndera 830 The BK 900 The Bill 930 

Bergerac 1030 Angete 1130 Da*a3 1135 
Noghbous 1235pm EasiEncters 100 
Juiei Bravo 200 Dates 2^ The BU 335 
The Brt 3^5 Betperac 4£5 EaatEnders 
530 Angels 600 Due South 700 Last erf 
ihe Simmer Wna 730 B Ain't HaU Hd 
Mum830Opwi Afl Horn 900'>e Foot n 
me &are 930 Hamoh Mactwn uxas 
F rench and Saundera 1135 The 011138 
The BJ 1235am The Onet 130 Between 
the Lines 2.10 Take a Letter. Meter Jones 
235 Shopping 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

ajjOam The Bar 700 Doctor n tt» Hose 
730 The Fern Streat Gang BOO SugtaS 
Spun 830 A Fne Romance 900 Caere- 
un St 930 Emmerdaie Farm 1000 The 
Avengers 1130 Man in a Surfcacs 1200 
Corona ion Si 1230pm Emmerdaie Farm 
130 Dharma and Greg 130 Secaid 
71ioughK 200 Harr to Hart 300 The 
Avsroers 400 The Sam 500 Man in a 
Sukcase 6.00 &«iwr*to Farm 530 
Ccronaron St 7.00 Dharma end Greg 730 
Second Ttwaiahts 800 The Aven^re BOO 
Comnaacn St 930 Hale and Race 1030 
The Corwfens 1030 Wheedappera and 
Shavers Social Oub HOO Granada Men 
and Motors 

CARLTON 5 FI FCTT [CABLE! 
530 pm Whar*s Cooteifl? 530 Qrktort 

830Lender Bridge 830Put the Olher One 

730 Bain 800 hspetev Cats 830 



Demi Moore stars as an officer setected for the gruelling US Navy 
Seals trebling in Rkfley Scott's drama, G! Jane (Bax Office 1) 


Antony's Scotland 900 $hme On, Haney 
Moon 1030 Setter, Sett? 1130 Get 
Back 1130 My Two Wms 1200 Pul the 
Other Ore 1230am Os and Them 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

SOOam Bear n the Bg Btoe House 640 
Gurrvn Been 700 Aladcln 735 101 
Deknaians 800 Goof Troop 830 Timon 
and Pumbaa 8.45 Winnie toe Pooh 900 
Spot' 835 Anmal Shelf 9.15 Pocket 
Orwons 930 Beer fei the Big Btoe House 
935 The Toodtorueh FerSy 1030 Scs 
10.15 Tote TV 1030 UTS Wiggle 1035 The 
Big Geraos 1050 PB and J Otter 1130 
Sesame araet 1230Spot 1235pm Animal 
SheS 12.15 Pocket Dragons 1230 Bear In 
the Bto Btoe House 1205 The Toctftoiush 
FamSy 1.00 BKb Sbe 1.15 Totfi TV 130 
Let's Wtagte 135 the Big Gerage 130 PB 
and J Otter 230 Winnie the Pooh 230 
Quack Pack 330 The Utile Mermek) 230 
Timon Bid Pumbaa 3.45 AJadcSn 4.10101 
Daknafana 430 Art Attack530 Smwi Guy 
530 Mlcroeaap 5.45 Recess 530 The 
Wonder Years 830 Boy Meets World 730 
Pepper Am 7.15 Brotherly Low 7-45 
httcroGoep 830 HLM: BFG (1991) 930 
MksDsoep 1030 Ctore 


FOX KIDS NETWORK 

&0Qam Power Rangers Tutu 730 Mortal 
Korea 730 Donkey Kong Coutry 830 
Goosreumps B30 Baetlaborg s Metafc 
830Masked RWer B30the tocredtole 
1030 kon Man 1030 X-Men 1130 
SrSdennBn 1130 Lie mrfth Louie 1230Ace 
ventua 1230pm Casper 1Z45 
Tooncytrania 130 Sam and Max 1.18 
Home to Rat 130 The fnaedble HtA230 
ten Man 230 X-Men 330 Spidenmn 330 
Roy and Lisa's Big Rtde 335 Mortal 
Kombra 430 X-Man 530 Goosebunpo 
530 Eerie, todlana 830 Donley Kong 
Country 530 MowgB: The Jingle Book 

NICKELODEON _ 

8.00am Fraggle Rock630 Muppel Babies 
730 Hey Arnett 730 Ftogras 830 Doug 
830 Arthur 930 CBBC 1030 WteZto'fi 
House 1030 Baber 1130 Magb School 
Bus 1130 PB Beatrtnx the EngtoeMagC 
MountartfCsptaln RjgwHstvOscar and 
1230 RugraiS 1230pm Blue's Oues 130 
Berenae in Pyjamas 130 Uttie Bear Stories 
230 Rocky end the Dodm/Beopusa/Mr 
Men 230 C8BC 330 CBBC 330 Angry 
Beavers 430 Catdog 430 Rufats 530 


Saer Scter 530 Keren end Kei 830 
Sabma the Teenage Wttch B30 Moesha 

TROUBLE _ 

730 Caitomta Dreams 730 Hang Tme 
830Saved by toe Bek The New Oass 830 
USA High.930 Heartbreak H&l 1030 
Sweat 1030 Hottyoeis 1130 Sweet Vatey 
1130 USA high 1230 Ready or Not 
1230pm Sweet 130 Heatfti Bs kHfli 230 
Hottyoaks 230 Califomia Dreams 330 
Rawly or Not 330 USA High 430 The 
Fresh Prince ot BeFAir 430 in the House 
530 tenet valley ttgh 530 Hang Time 
630Saved by the Bek the New C&ss 830 
Blest 730 in the House 730 The Fresh 
ftince ot BeFAk 830 Close 
CHALLENGE TV _ 

530 Orosswiss 5*5 Fenrfy ForMies 030 

Cafchphrase 7.15 100 Per Cent 735 The 
CryMaze 9.18 Sike l Lucky 1030 
Endurance UK 1IL45 The Cooler 1130 
Camel Knwriedge 1230am Treearae Hurt 
130 The Pyrarred Game 2.00 Cross*«e 
230 Farnry Foiuies 330 Endurance UK 
330 Btocteustars430FAeen-toCra 420 
Give Us a Cue 530 Stopptag with 
Screenstwp 

BRAVO _ 

830 The Extremists 830 Bushido 930 
LAPO. 930 Cops 1030 Extreme Ctvamp- 
knshfo WreaSng 1030 Seay Sex 1130 
FILM: ScJ-fightars (1896) 130am Sac 
Bytes 135 &ay Sac Sexy Sd-ti Drama 
236 Extreme Championship Wrestkig 233 
Cops235 FTUIt LA Bounty (198(9530 
Freaky Stories 530 BusMoo 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Ctoatoas 730 Desmonds 830 
Roesarra 830 Just Shoot Me 930 Elen 
930 SototBid 1030 Fractal 1030 Cheers 
1130 The Jack Dee Show 1130 The Lany 
Sanders Show 1230 The Lob Shew 
130am 9edgahemmer 130 The CnUc 
230 Dr Katz230 Soap 330 Gtrts on Top 
330 Ngmstand 430 Ctosa 

THE sem CHANNEL 

930 Battteoar GetacOca 1030 Quariun 
Leap 1130 Darir. Shadows 1130 The Ray 
Bradtuy Theatre 1230 The Twllgra Zone 
130pm Teles of toe Unexpected 130 Tales 
<tf the Umpsctod 230 Mac Headroom 
330 Bastesiar Galacttra 430 Amaztog 
Stones 430 ti^aenes. Magic and Mractos 
530 Slgbar^s 630 Time Trax 730 


Quantum Leap a DO The Flash 930 
Babyton 5 1030 FLU: Fto*h Gordon 
(1980) 1230 The Tw*tt* Zone 130am 
FILM: In Possession (1984) 230 Tales o( 
lha Unexpeded 3.00 Close 
HOME & LEISURE __ 

830am The Joy of PektUng 830The Great 
Gardening Plot 7.00 Great Little Gardens 
730 These Four Wak 830 Rex Hunt 
Fteting Adventures830The Funhure Guys 
930 The Joy of Partmg 930 The Great 
Gardscmg Plot 10.00 teas! Little Gardens 
1030 These Four Wats 1130 Rex Hunt 
Fishing Adventures lljtf The Furniture 
Guys 1230 Home Again 1230pm Room 
lor (mprovemeni 130 Cookaboui 130 In 
the Woricshop 230 The Old House 230 
The 0Iceman 330 Two's Country 330 
Hammer li Home 430 Close 

DISCOVERY __ 

430 Rax Hun Ftehtog World 430 Vflwal 
Nras530 Rra Figtoos 530Andern Wenlora 
830 Animal Doctor 830 Wild Decoveiy 
Bom Wld 730 Beyond 2000 830 How DU 
They Buld That? 830 Anmal X 930 The 
Unexplained 1030 The Gteel Egyptians 
1130 Real Urns: America Exposed 1230 
Frel Piaymg with Fire 130am FtaTFUghls 
130 Wheel Nuts 230 Close 
ANIMAL PLANET _ 

630am Harry's Practice B30 Kratt's 
Deatues 730 Glarts of (he Medlenanean 
830 HLtesrVNoture 030 Harry's Practice 
930 Animal Plaiei derates 1030 The 
j Vet 1130 Zbo Story 1130 MdBe 
11230 The Dog’s Tele 130pm Anmal 
Doctor 130 Nature Watch wth Jufao 
Pettller 230Al BM TV230HiteOrVNatite 
330 Zoo Story 430 Jack Henna's Zbo Life 
430 WBdBb SOS 530 tiny's Practice 
530 Naua Wach with Juten PetWer 630 
Kraft Creamc 630 Lassie 730 Animal 
Planet Ctaraks 830 Anted Doctor 830 
Piofies of Nature 930 Emergency Vets 
1030wfdila SOS 1030Ccocodfe Halers 
1130 Antnnal X1130 Emergency VMS 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730 Maned wth Sharks 830 Motors 
fiditfbte 930 Pasaorate People: AJas- 
ka's Bisb Wote 10.00 Atomic Flmmalets 

TRAVEL [CABLE] 

1230 Dream Desredona 1230pm Go 
Greece 130 Travel Lire 130 The Flsvous 
Ot Bely230the Flavoas Ol Franca 230 A 


Fork In The Bond 3.00 W«fake's Way 430 
Go 2 430 Ridge Ftkfero 530 The Grea 
Escape 830 WbricMde Gu*te 630 The 
FteMoia Of Italy 830 On Tor 730 Dream 
Desttnahont 730 Go Greece B30 Hofidav 
Makar 830 Go 2 B30 WWafces W&y 1030 
A Fork In The toad 1030 RUge Rldws 
1130 On Tout 1130 Worldwide Grads 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430 The Civtt War 530 C&S&c Cara 630 
Anofirt Mysteries 730 Brute Force 730 
Edward Windsor presents Croam and 
Countty 830 Close 

CARLTON FOOD fCABLE] 

930am Food Network Daly 930 Food for 
Though! 1030 Feasts ot the World 1030 
worrai Thompson Cooks 1130 Whai's 
CooUng’ 1130 Coon's KHchan Cotege 
1230 Food Network DMy 1230pm The 
Spice Trad 130 Food for Though] 130 CFN 
Home Shoppsig 230 Aldo's Italian Job 
230 Food Network Dally 3.DO Rous's 
Foreign Aeagnmant 330 Coxon's Kkchen 
Cottege 430 Thaouerftty Modem Brush 
430 Japereasy 530 Close 

LIVING _ 

630am Tiny LWng 930 The Roseome 
Stow 930 Jerry Springer 1030 Michael 
Cole 1130 BrooteUe 1230 LMng teaues 

1230pm Rescue S11130 Ready. Steady, 
Cook 135 Cart Cook. Won't Cook 235 
Rotanda 235 Living 1 Up) 338 The 
Roseanne Stow 445 Tempest: 53S Can 1 ! 
Cock, Won't Cook 6.10 JMV Springer 730 
Rescue 811 730 Beyond BefleT Fact a 
Fiction 830 AdrenaAi JunWee 930 Haifa* 
FP 11.00 Tha Sax Ffles 1230 Ctoee 

ZEE TV _ 

830am Out and ADoui 830 Zee Heath 
Stow 730 Jaagran 730 Nms 830 Irxka 
Business Report 830 Margarta 9.00 

Ftefttey the Lom Stories 1030 Panchwan 
Maiaan 1130 Aashiana 1130 Parampara 
1230Hindi Fttjyf Raja B3CU 3.00pm Chato 
Crama 330 Zee Haste Stow 430 
Cempus 430 Ek Minute 530 Mr Mrtoo 
530 Granrah 830 Top ollha Tops 830 
Baregi Apnl Beal 7.00 Baat Ban J^e 730 
Frat Rknt Style 830 Nows 830 Amanat 
930 Ajnabl FteBEtey 1030 Pb Ha 
1030 Wbh 11.00 PUughkhetra 12.00 
News 1230am Ghoomta Aarta 130 Jee 
Sehtt 130 Rachel 230Gu|arU FILM Amar 
Rahe Tharo Cnsnte 430HWhl &ddfo 530 
Janam Daata 530 Sa Re G8 Ns 
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RUGBY UNION 42 


Luger hits target 
as Woodward begins 
World Cup journey 


SPORT 


BADMINTON 46 

England begin to 
savour the 
joys of Park life 
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'Bold’ appointment welcomed 

FA gets help 


in move to 


tackle ‘sleaze’ 


By John Goodbody 


THE task of tackling die unsa¬ 
voury side of football has been 
handed to a 37-year-old CID of¬ 
ficer from Barnsley. From Jan¬ 
uary, Graham Bean, who has 
been national chairman of the 
Football Supporters’ Associa¬ 
tion (FSA) for the past two 
years, will be the game's first 
"sleazebuster”, investigating 
cases of financial irregulari¬ 
ties. drug abuse, racism, vio¬ 
lent play and misconduct 

His appointment by the 
Football Association, initially 
on a three-year contract is in¬ 
tended to crack down on the 
sort of scandals that have 
plagued the sport in recent 
years, including the “bungs’’ 
affair, in which George Gra¬ 
ham was suspended from foot¬ 
ball for a year. 

Bean will also possibly step 
in to interview players in such 
cases as the long-running feud 
between Ian Wright the 
former Arsenal player, and Pe¬ 
ter Schmeichel, the Manches¬ 
ter United goalkeeper, which 
did much to harm football be¬ 
cause of the violence and alle¬ 
gations of racial abuse. 

Bean, who has spent 14 of 
his 18 years' service with South 
Yorkshire Police as a detective 
constable, said that he did not 
expect “an easy ride. It will be 
a hard slog". 

The FA said in a statement: 
“As compliance officer, he will 
be responsible for investigat¬ 
ing and, where appropriate, 
prosecuting disciplinary cases 
and alleged breaches of the 
FA's rules and regulations. 
The post was originally recom¬ 
mended last year by Sir John 
Smith, a former Metropolitan 
Mice deputy commissioner, 
in his report into football fi¬ 
nances and reputations. 

It is certainly an intriguing 
appointment. The FSA has of¬ 
ten been regarded with suspi¬ 
cion and sometimes hostility 
by the football authorities be¬ 
cause its members have want¬ 


ed to play an active role in the 
administration of the game. 

Bean, who became an FSA 

member in 1990, has succeed¬ 
ed in breaking down these bar¬ 
riers and last year he was ap¬ 
pointed to the Government's 
task, force. He said: “It has to 
be a plus that the FA has been 
bold enough to appoint a fans' 
representative.” 

He has also been involved, 
while a member of the FSA, m 
setting up a nationwide bank 
of solicitors and banisters 
with expertise in football-relat¬ 
ed law. 

Bean, who principally sup¬ 
ports Sheffield Wednesday 



Bean: facing “hard slog” 


“with a big comer of my heart 
for Bamsfy”, will step down 
as FSA chairman at its nation¬ 
al committee meeting on No¬ 
vember 15. 

He will leave the police on 
January 3 after a career that 
saw him working with both 
the drug and fraud squads. An 
FSA statement congratulated 
Bean on his appointment, say¬ 
ing: “We are confident that he 
will continue to represent the 
interest of fans competently 
and effectively in his new 
post" 

A married father of two. he 
was with his Byear-old son at 



No 1560 


ACROSS 
1 A lot of ft) 

3 Vivid; type of arts (7) 

S Ptiwdery woodcutting resi¬ 
due (7) 

9 Joyful 15) 

10 Find out (5) 

11 French bean (7) 

13 About 1092 yd (9) 

17 Goods sent back (7) 

19 Hidden store (5) 

20 Celebrated (5) 

22 Fr. city, papal palace (7) 

23 Swinging bar (7) 

24 Learned volume (4) 


DOWN 

1 Body tissue strength (6) 

2 Racecourse card game (9) 

3 Clearly understand (3.3.7) 

4 Loathe (5) 

5 Jump on one leg (3) 

6 The prairie wolf (6) 

7 Underground passage (6) 
12 A loudening of sound (9) 

14 Ploy (6) 

15 Advantage (6) 

(6 Session with medium (6) 
18 One between furrows (5) 
21 NZ extinct bird (3) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1559 

ACROSS: 1 Cowling 5 Radar 8 Sheaf 9 Endemic 
10 Esperanto 12 Axe 13 Parson 14 Aprons 17 Leo 
IS Enamoured 20 Station 21 Arrow 23 Exert 24 Tremble 
DOWN: 1 Caste 2 Woe 3 Inferno 4 Gretna 5 Rodeo 
6 Demeanour 7 Rackets 11 Personate 13 Pelisse 
15 Profane 16 Garnet 18 Evict 19 Dowse 22 Rob 


TH£<£S§&TIMES BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 


The TimsTUoOo**«*»fc(»iqL ?-££93. TTk rimesCnKwnb(Bo* 31 Cr»pbc-EZ‘M). TTic 

_ - ---’----- *-I (KRTMWj wtHlr sup- 


Times Junta Crosswunfa Boob 1 k ataibbfc to Times readers hr jus 41 
rtOcc Ian Iran TV Times Bwum 
T!ic Toms Computer Croramrds on .Ink may also he onknd. »nh free diHncn. alone with am 
ocher boobs trom Tl irTu nts BnoLshcp. 

lbonfer s&npfy caUO*» 134 459 far cmlii caul nnfcrsor far further touh. If laying by deques 
POM rime make np«t tu News Books/Crawwnis anti send nr The Times BtvAsftm m 


Hoc WS. FshnuUh. 


. Deliver* in HM4 days and subtea n mifadjihv 


Hillsborough for the game 
against Arsenal on September 
26, when Paolo Di Canio. the 
Sheffield Wednesday player, 
pushed Paul Alcock, tile refe¬ 
ree, to the ground. 

Bean said that on their re¬ 
turn home be was explaining 
to his wife how Di Canio 
would face a long ban — the 
Italian was suspended for 11 
matches for that incident. “He 
is my lad's favourite player 
and he did not want him 
banned at all," he said. 

This is the sort of incident 
that Bean might now have to 
scrutinise m his new role. Af¬ 
ter that match finished, there 
were reports of incidents in the 
tunnel, with the police being 
involved. Bean would be ideal¬ 
ly suited to conduct any 
inquiries. 

He said: “I am the first pant 
of reference in disciplinary 
matters." Bean will advise the 
FA on whether action should 
be taken. If a personal hearing 
is then requested by a player 
before an FA disciplinary com¬ 
mittee. he will take on the role 
of prosecutor, a post that does 
not exist at present 

He was selected from a 
shortlist of ten. including solid- 
tors, policemen and other peo¬ 
ple familiar with the judicial 
system, but was engagingly 
modest yesterday, particularly 
about his background. ‘The 
FSA opened a lot of doors for 
me. I will never forget where 
my roots are," he said 
□ Peter Johnson is locked in a 
legal wrangle with Frank 
Corfe. the former Tranmere 
Rovers chairman, over the con¬ 
trol of shares in the dub worth 
more than E200.000. 

Lawyers acting for Corfe 
have issued a writ at the High 
Court in London against John¬ 
son. the Everton chairman, 
and Tranmere. Corfe claims 
that a move by Johnson to 
transfer 86 per cent of Tran¬ 
mere shares to one of his nomi¬ 
nee companies amounts to a 
breach of contract and is un¬ 
lawful He also daims that 
Johnson unlawfully trans¬ 
ferred loans totalling almost 
E4 million to the same compa¬ 
ny in October this year. 



In tile runs: Thorpe, left, and Ramprakash pose in front of the scoreboard that details their record stand. Photograph: Laurence Griffiths / Allsport 


Record silences England’s critics 


THE Australian predilection 
for demeaning anything Eng¬ 
lish had to be temporarily 
shelved yesterday when a 
record that had stood since 
1920 was broken with some 
comfort by two of the batsmen 
on whom the return of the 
Ashes may depend. 

Graham Thorpe and Mark 
Ramprakash turned a poten¬ 
tial innings defeat into some¬ 
thing close to a moral victory 
against South Australia by 
putting on an unbroken 377 
for the England fifth wicket 
on a day when Australians 
had woken to the most com¬ 
placent comments yet about 
the forthcoming series. 


Readers of the nation's tab¬ 
loid press were treated to the 
view that “Shane Wame must 
be foaming at the mouth and 
pawing at the raw earth at the 
prospect of sinking his daws 
into England's top order this 
summer'’. By evening, the 
cutting was pinned up on the 
wall of the England dressing- 
room, with appropriate re¬ 
sponses, after a partnership 
that showed that England 
have the will to defy defeat if 
not yet the wit to concoct 
victory. 

South Australia, having 
attained a first-innings lead of 
138 and reduced the touring 
side to 80 for four, failed to 


From Alan Lee 
CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
IN ADELAIDE 


take a single wicket in a day 
that ended 85 minutes early 
by rain and in which England 
added 308 runs. 

Ramprakash. whose un¬ 
beaten 140 should ensure his 
place for the start of the Ashes 
scries in Brisbane next Fri¬ 
day. looked irked when re¬ 
minded of the media scorn. 
The local press has been neg¬ 
ative about our cricket ever 
since we landed." he said.‘To¬ 
day, we have shown how hard 
we are to beat and that we are 
not going to roll over." 


Thorpe was equally dismiss¬ 
ive of a media foal has scarce¬ 
ly wasted a day in its efforts to 
pile contempt upon England's 
prospects, various Australian 
luminaries continuing to 
Dpine that it is no longer valid 
to play a five-Test Ashes 
series. 

There was no suggestion 
from either player that Eng¬ 
land haw turned the corner 
and nor should there be after 
their pitiful first-innings col¬ 
lapse to 187 all out. which 
obliged them to spend the 
next three days trying to save 
the game. 

Thorpe, having emerged 
from a night of sickness and 


diarrhoea to make a career- 
best 223 not mn, said: “We 
know the area in which we 
have got to be good to com¬ 
pete and that is in the first in¬ 
nings. In this game, we 
messed up badly." 

That they emerged in good 
spirits was entirely due to a 
stand that beat, by nine runs, 
die partnership between Wil¬ 
fred Rhodes and C. A. G. Rus¬ 
sell on this ground in 1920-21 
and became the highest for 
any wicket by an overseas 
team in Australia. 


Match report, page 43 
Simon Barnes, page 43 
Lara in charge, page 43 


Dalglish’s plans threatened by 
limited company with Celtic 


KENNY DALGLISH'S ven¬ 
ture to buy control of Celtic 
possesses more allure than it 
does plausibility. DaJglish, a 
former player with the club, 
who has also managed Liver- 
poof, Blackburn Rovers and. 
most recently, Newcastle 
United, is said to be joining 
Jim Kerr, the lead singer of the 
rock group. Simple Minds, to 
head a consortium that will 
bid for Celtic 

Anyone harbouring such an 
ambition has a tortuous path 
ahead of them, though Fergus 
McCann, who has a control¬ 
ling interest, intends to sell up 
next summer. Complications 
arise because of the manner in 
which the dub is structured. 
McCann, contrary to popular 
belief, does not own a majority 
of the shares. 

Celtic shares fall into two cat¬ 
egories: ordinary shares, 
which cany voting rights, and 
preference shares, which do 
not McCann is in command 


By Kevin McCarra 


for the moment because he 
bought more than half the ordi¬ 
nary shares. However, in 
2001 . he would only have one 
third of the total votes. 

Anyone who bought him out 
next year, therefore, would 


have absolute power for just 
two reasons. It remains to be 
seen how attractive that limit¬ 
ed prize will prove to men such 
as Dalglish, Kerr and their 
backers, although the consorti¬ 
um was said by Celtic pic, in a 



Kern consortium 


Dalglish: limited prize 


statement to the Stock 
Exchange yesterday, to have 
requested a meeting with Mo 
Cann. So far. it has been Mc¬ 
Cann's plan to offer his hold¬ 
ing. in the first instance, to the 
9.000 shareholders and to the 
50.000 season ticket-holders. 

Dermot Desmond, the finan¬ 
cier, is expected to increase the 
already significant stake that 
he has in Celtic. Many of Mo 
Conn's shares, which could be 
worth more than £30 million, 
are liable to be bought by 
those who see the dub mainly 
as a profitable investment. 

McCann intends that power 
over Celtic, after his depar¬ 
ture, should be widely dis¬ 
persed, a view he reiterated 
last nighL Any group wishing 
complete authority over the 
dub would have to forge an al¬ 
liance with Desmond and per¬ 
suade McCann lo change his 
mind. Where the Scots-Canadi- 
an millionaire is concerned, 
that has never been easy. 


Organisers bid to lure Maradona 


DIEGO MARADONA will probably 
never be forgiven for his “Hand of God" 
goal that helped to eliminate England 
from the 1986 World Cup finals, but foot¬ 
ball supporters in Great Britain could get 
a rare glimpse of an ageing and notori¬ 
ous talent in foe new millennium. 

Negotiations are now “quite ad¬ 
vanced" for the Argentinian, who has 
been at the centre of three drugs scandals 
in the 1990s. to be of one of me interna¬ 
tional stars for a six-a-side indoor tourna¬ 
ment scheduled to begin in April 2000. 

NeB Black, the managing director of 
Aladdin Management said: “We will be 
in a financial position to afford him. Al¬ 
though the vast majority of the players 
will be British, we would like a sprin- 


By John Goodbody 


(ding of overseas players and ore also 
talking to Jurgen Klinsmann and Lothar 
Matth&us. of Germany, and Dunga. 
from Brazil.'' 

Speaking of Maradona, who retired 
from competitive play earlier this year 
but is said lo be contemplating making a 
comeback in Spain. Black sakk “He 
would be perfect in a six-a-side tourna¬ 
ment and the British public would be 
very interested in seeing him." However, 
he added- "He has had huge personal 
problems in recent years. Obviously, we 
would only have players in the league 
who can conduct themselves like every¬ 
one else. This is not a arcus event, it is a 


serious competition. The public would 
not countenance expecting to see players 
who do not turn up." 

The first pilot event for the Masters 
tournament will take place at the Man¬ 
chester Arena on November 19. a quad¬ 
rangular competition involving Manches¬ 
ter United. Manchester City. Liverpool 
and Arsenal. Among the players expected 
to take part are Ray Wilkins. Bryan Rob¬ 
son. David O'Leary. Kenny Sansom. Phil 
Neal and Jan Molby. 

The tournament proper would be held 
in London. Manchester. Birmingham. 
Sheffield, Glasgow and Belfast. The or¬ 
ganisers are hoping that football will ac¬ 
quire the same popularity as Masters 
events in golf, athletics and tennis. 
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Unfikely. When companies make investment 
deastons, they want to know what they are 
getting for their money. 

Morse has Enterprise Computing Centres for 
just this reason. Clients can put large, complex 
systems throi^h their paces before they buy 
them. They olten camp out in our centres for 
weeks before they are satisfied. 

Our competitors have reaHy nice brochures. 
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Computers 
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W elcome to the 
world of “log 
books’*. The cen- 

_ tral plank of the 

Governments house-buying 
reforms — to be announced in 
a consultation paper this 
month — is the idea that sell¬ 
ers should gather and pay for 
information about their house 
and present it to buyers in a 
log book" or "sellers pack- 


--- - ip 

Selling a hou6e? 
Soon you’ll have 
to write a book 


WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 111998 
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Sellers may be forced to compile 
a histoiy of their properties to 
pass on to buyers. Rachel Kelly 
looks at a controversial new plan 


The package could include a 
structural survey, a measure 
which has left sellers and buy¬ 
ers nervous. Sellers are balk¬ 
ingat bearing the extra cost of 
surveys, planning searches, 
and other legal expenses. Buy- 
ers are nervous about taking a 
seller’s survey on trust. 


John Hodkinson is a 54- 
year-old retired engineer who 
has just bought a E610.000 
house in Bolham, near Tiver¬ 
ton. Devon. He is one of the 
first guinea-pigs of the system. 
The house came with a log 
book compiled by the seller. 

The bottle-green concertina 
folder with its red-ribbon trim 
was provided by the agent 
Knight Frank as part of its 


BOLHAM HOUSE'S LOG BOOK 


Mr Hodkinson's log book contains: 

■ Land Regsfey plans acquired from the vendor's sotictor, show- 
Ingthe property's registered tide: a plan of the area with a thick 
Hack Hne around the property. The process takes a couple of 
days. Sofititore may soon be able to get accessto the Land 
Regstiy direct Cost £&, 

■ The square footage of the property with floor plans and room 
types. The cost was £2,350, inducting photography costs and 
surveyor costs for the floor plans. 

■ Details of the tenancy agreements on the four let cottages 
at BolJam, provided by the seder's solicitor at no extra cost 

■ Grazing agreement provided by seder's lawyers showing how 
much a person is paying to #aze a horse on the field. 

■ Updated quotes from builders, plumbers and electricians on 
how much it would cost to redo the house. 

■ Letter from English Nature saying that bats in the roof must 
be protected.. 


£16.000 fees on selling the 
property (about 2 per cent of 
the purchase price) which was 
in the hands of receivers. The 
log book included land regis¬ 
try plans, the agents’ particu¬ 
lars. details of lour let cottag¬ 
es. a grazing agreement and 
quotes from tradesmen. 

“The log book was fantastic 
in that it speeded up the trans¬ 
action.” says Mr Hodkinson. 
That is the point of the reform. 
House sales that are speedier 
than today’s three-month aver¬ 
age should help to curtail ga¬ 
zumping. the process by which 
a seller reneges on a deal on re¬ 
ceiving a higher offer. 

But Mr Hodkinson is ada¬ 
mant that he would not feel 
comfortable with the seller's 
own survey. 

He says: “If 1 am going to 
buy something, then the princi¬ 
ple remains “buyer beware”. 
It’s up to me to spend the mon¬ 
ey to satisfy my own mind. It is 
open to a seller to get some¬ 
body they know to do their sur¬ 
vey and slip them a few hun¬ 
dred quid. 1 would rather get 
my own person." 

Mr Hodkinson's concerns 
have been echoed by the Incor¬ 
porated Society of Valuers and 
Auctioneers. Michael Day. 


chairman of the residential 
committee, says: "While a ven¬ 
dor pack going to the buyer 
sounds like a good idea, it 
could cause as many fresh 
problems as it solves. 

“It would slow liquidity in 
the market, as sellers tod; 
longer to put their homes on 
the market. If a seller provides 
the survey, then the insurance 
cover provided by a survey 
must be re-thought. 

“The report would be 
passed to die buyer, but what 
would happen if there was a 
problem? These details may 
not be insurmountable, but 
they must be considered.” 


T here are other diffi¬ 
culties. If a vendor 
fails to provide a sur¬ 
vey, is that a crimi¬ 
nal or civil offence? And 
though the reforms could 
make sellers more committed, 
will buyers pulI out more often 
if they have not invested in sur¬ 
veys or legal fees? 

For anyone frustrated by a 
fruitless search to find a hone, 
perhaps the most worrying 
aspect of the reforms is that 
they threaten to deter people 
from moving at all. At about 
one million sales a year, the 
market is already down by 
about one million sales com¬ 
pared with the late Eighties. 

Mr Day estimates that 40 
per cent of buyers don't put 
thetr house on the market un¬ 
til they have found something 
they like. The extra committ¬ 
ment needed by vendors may 
put them off even more. 
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Buy a flat with 
a year’s rent 
guaranteed 
page 4 

RICH KIDS 


John Hodkinson with the history of his house: “The principle remains ‘buyer beware’ 


Million-pound 
buyers are 
getting younger 
page 8 
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Berkshire 

Bray prices from £135 .boo 

Im Cat. High hat * aatpd rie»bi[narB af 
pt in 2.3 and 4 brim teas mb prate 
primal KBs a IV) ares of pa* {rends. 
Pteta Ed 01733 211511 

Essex 

Eraer»n Perk Prices from £399,950 

Gariad Wjf. haran i«H 5 bedim daubed 
boms in das very doirebk n**ot beWn 
Cri arte wafer. 

Flm Cri 11277 Z22Z77 

London 

MWI Prices from £299.950 

Hanria Hoc*, H a yb b at lad. That mptiml 
2 brim ipttuuL man a tbs brink 
biibyinx. no* Cd 11494 717211 

EC3 £ 199,000 to tA 10,000 
V IS Trottf Spin, fm. 1 ad 2 brims 
y n ma aw mij fer harfifp smqada. 
Oat flafaf mg of it Tbar d Lab*. 

Rose Cri 07000 BUflOte 
6B4M3 

ftkkSesex 

Stanmorc Prices £549,950 

Ain Head. OU Chart! lane- 2 i fcwh p m t of pa 2 
■fattri f Badri prapetm paring 5 bedims, 
4 naptha m ad 3 barimaL 
Hast Cri #1494 7S7MI 

Harrow on the HU1 Prices from £39*7,950 

tZ Grentaor Pba. Oubanu^ hm A njfidi 
dmbprar af 5 bod banns prairie 4 brims, 3 
reopoa roans ad 3 brinoas. 

Plan Cri llll 06 541 

Tcddington Price £513.030 

Part Hbn, Part tad. fan m naadetadnd 5 
brimaa m ban aitb pages, a sprier 
s pS ari a ad girdas appa da n; ft 

do» a BariKjr Pat Osif m rsnaf 
Hose Cri BITS! 211511 

Twickenham Priem from £749,500 

VKrifcgnt Pvt, Strawberry SLA pair if Brioarijr 
styfcd A bednoa Ban bones boeSobg ha a 
rrnpard iptokriar band ■ dnspirm 
tad nri Plan Cri BI753 211511 

Oxfordshire 

Goring on Thames Prices from 
Cl 59,509 to £347,530 

G Cam firios, Om lad. A irwria of mfce 
buy 2 bedims apa rt aw ts set ■ n m are p da s 
■ this, betaot Ibanedh riap. 

Plea Cal UQJ5 FI7457 


B«rco: 

Prises from £I70.TOC to £299.000 

£7 kmrie, Mbgdoe InUen hny (.2 ad 3 
bednwa i pit a m ad titta.2 ad 3 bedmn 
ifas, a d* bab of 4* bs ttanes, vith 
tads nan ad bmkapd pwiub . 

Phase Cri 01235 537457 

Oxford Prices Cram £t 10,COO 

E Giadpm flw. Inf Paid Qan. Snaad m ifae 
heart tl Oxfard Chjr Caere, due a the Khcr Ibanes. 
an my 2 bedroom apanoew rib riba n d pbb|. 
Phase U 01235 H7457 


Suffolk 

Newnvsrke: Prices from £225,000 

Argot Bate. Sadml bad. kx. 5 betbixxa detadxd 
baas af etteptiaral bare and mb. 

Jn irinsed br A Ptan Cri 01177 HUT? 


Surrey 

Dorking Prices from £135,000 to 
£215,000 

GOahan Pin, Paris Lon. fowwa. i ad 4 
brim boas bond a *e bat ri Oa B ■ tbs 
kart ri rie oaaopde. FIs* Cri IBM 74I92B 

Waken cr. TTames 
Price-, from £625,090 to £749,950 

E?lkah 6an.(NaB had. A acne pod 
dw ri a p ai of 5 brim dtoebed bam dkmg a 
wide nap ri xmm ia iaB rib sapetii 
spdBatMLPfaaK Call 01932 252529 

Esher Price £ 1 J00.DC0 

lit* Wariag Dta. Utriennb ln.Taa.5 bednw 
deoditd fanry bans sa m aam ybd. a a 
pnee tree Bari lae. PVaa Cri 01932 547580 


Sussex 

Rietington Prices from £124,950 

OeeiB Gan, latiapa. Enmriy ipba 3 brim 
i p wean aO oik gn& g. Hmt rib My SaM 
enpen. Pbn Cri 01403 211230 

Horsham Prices from £175.003 to 
£335,300 

H 5pa£U tab. hri Parib-A pad 
dattapeot al knay bam aad ap ar aan at ad 
arend a bm fat j a Ham. dan n the km 
can. Phan Cd DI4C 230221 

Ovin- near CKcKster Price £695,000 

SlAbOhms Baan.Qanb l»a.A saaag rehriobed 
0 briaai Grade D bad bar oarage, aitb 4 
lupanpad tanas set in B0 atm. 
Pine Cri 8I«U 211238 
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FLORIDA- 
OflLANDO 
Prime VBa - 
HotHmeahara 

CiSJKoeup Urania biw 
kmy gtr-oondDonM 3 Md 2 
twh taw MrtnMt iah too 
do gdl <nn& me gcC ton IB 


HAMPSTEAD VILLAGE 

Eummta dnarfnd 3 bwtoom. 

pattad conaga. PmnM It 
Mdudad locmad DO v«tJ fnm 
Th* Fomras hie opflt 

towd bvtfig O dtntng rooms «*. 
coraanorm wtndoivi onu 
Saudi tabng tanaca. 2 bod* 
opsn big onto courtvaid pdn. 

team caflnoo. anSwwvn 
ongmal turndown & Bra ptaco. 
£745,000 F/H 
Tel: 0171 435 5146 


KENSINGTON 

GREEN 

Oak lodge Marines 
Road W8 

1 bed flats, car patfc. 
£495K -£550K 

Snilablr for hnestment 

0171497 0788 


A lowdy rafcirtddirrf 
2 badraora, 2 bathroom tn 
in a popntarstrat 

£225,000 

Uane 0171 622 9686 



_IWl>aMtlniW> 

honL SDiteZngn *pw« 4 
qd MMVIWm ta M04. 

Price. Guide; £165.000 
Fbc 0034 976 399 423 



Brachin 

Tet 01764 662243 
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LUXURY AMBMENTS 
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Directory 


WHSTLER. 

BRUSH COLUMBIA. 

CANADA 

For sale by owner-naort property 

16 iriKon pounds Mrvtaed lot 24.000 sq fc. Print* iH*v itoou* 
traS Exdiolvp location on Whtofcr Mounnbi. Sojnn^g views. 
Easy access do vtoge. 5005 sqfcbddaliie log home. 

Fax: 001 604 274 9319 
Phone 001 604 961 5499 




GUHJS £360,000 

gmH 4 05 « ■* mm 6 fc fat 

iMmnkHmWi S£>" 

ram. Mr hob, i*M kWwf 
bate* mm. unnla? pa*. <uUe 

pe<aoi«naaahtta 

Tel: 0467 616825 



CENTRAL LONDON 


Wami. oamforabla datadiad 
Cw n W nvto Irnnilv ham* *1 
ou«< euHta-mc butt. 1985 
4bfldnm 2 ma|a.nHhUd 
htchwVdhwr. canawvaWV. 
dbla gnraga. GFOl Ah gbnd 
amughou. nr Qdl oourm. 2 
mis tiwr, 

£189,950 

let 01903 330100 
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LoMbuH House l6«o«rai» 
tool 

3 bads. 3 both*. 3 raeapdau. 
pnta. 

Hymn. 

emx«ic 

TeU 0171 352 3731 



C00MBEN1UL ROAD 
Pnvaw florat 3/4 Acn 
•djouMig OoH courts. 
Modnn - bugs bed bourn (2 
me dnmgme mat a BnwHo 
baihnra. 2 bvwigrma. tmWy im. 
loSty and irrads. room, snoakor 
n>onx wary him corewivatory. 
heal e d asrega lor fM> cars. 
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CHESTERTQNS 


Barnes-0181 748 7733 Kendngtaa-6171937 7266 
Batersea-OITI 924 3344 tilth Veto- §171266 2369 
Ctefcea- 0171 589 4585 Mayfair- 6171 629 4513 
CKswiek- 61817473133 Wimbledon VBage #181 879 7922 
(titan-1171 731 3111 ftnfico- 0171834 9998 
Hanpatead-61717941125 Putney-0181788 4551 
Hyde ft* 6171 262 5066 Tower Bridge- 6171 357 6911 

Excellence 

IN THE RENHK5 OF PROPERIY W LONDON SU4CE 1805 



CHISWICK 

Nrarfy nfcubWrad 4 bMeom 
home on Ora barton irf 
BnSaid Pork. 

Tno rawdon room*. batbnj 
braddad. IraBwom, draw a 

ctosiooom. 40‘raoi garden, goo 

corMhoabng. 

RMhoM Plica £354^10 
tsloibi 99 * ozeaama 779073 


SW11 

PRfNCE OP 
WALES DRIVE 

Br**m Crtfioaom urpfrjacflam 
{MyrmsWlbfil. 

SomAJmcoX * tmrm P ar *- 

J doti. I tart. I m*rp, (g bfedefc 

L H 9Tgyn <atd tkrttfF.7/. 


Offers over £330,000 
Tel: 0171 498 SS23 



NORTH WALES 

PENRHOS, PWULHBJ 

Deodud 4 bedroanrd Worahn 
rvMovueniiuBffvuiavMi 
9«BdeiEiWmowMraita 
mi ScTafcn! Ube*. 

Spoanhe^toMorudpK 

baas OPCH DGiddilracspaoo 
ramsdUiibgaiqrabibaMh 
S*« tnsw-wtaDfL 

ORO £129.000 
Tet 00 353 56 31930 


Zbatha. 3 nee 

unity, decree 





Association of Res»d«aatial Letting Agents 

• Provides financial security through a clients 
money bonding scheme 

• Sets strict criteria for membership and 
operates a stringent code of practice 

• Provides extensive training for members and 
promotes high management standards 

• The voice of the private rented sector 
influencing government policy and 
legislation 

• Over 1300 member offices covering the 
whole of the UK through 21 regional 
branches 

• The only professional body dedicated solely 
to the residential lettings market 




Luxury; five storey Victorian 

w I . u 

Townhouse £ 475,000 

Set overlooking Wandsworth common, these houses 
offer the character of an original Victorian townhouse with 
the modem luxuries of a new home. 

Refurbished to a high 
specification that boasts 

♦ five bedrooms + three 
reception rooms ♦ high 
ceilings ♦ three bath¬ 
rooms ♦ self contained 
basement apartment with 
fully fitted kitchen and 
luxury bathroom 

♦ decorative features 
throughout ♦ garden 
terrace to rear. 

Situated under % mile 0181 877 @171 

from Wandsworth Town , 

mil station. Waterloo b "“ ^ ^ u m rsd 5 '^; 0 M °" day 

is only 12 minutes away. . _--——. 

Cad today to arrange FaifTOW 

an appointment to view. newhombw c. 






SW7 

2 Flats. Voy large 
Reception Room 2 
Bedrooms Kitchen & 
Bathroom CH 
4373/4435 pw 

0171225 3068 


COUNTRY RENTALS 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION, OR FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON RATES AND 
DEADLINES 

PLEASE CALL THE PROPERTY 
TEAM ON 

0171 481 1986 



Association of Residential Letting Agents 


r tUIEND^I 

pALCKK ■ 


293 Brompioo Road 
London SW3 2DZ 
Tel: 0171 225 0814 
Fax: 0171 581 0720 


Ironsides 


34 Beauchamp Place 
Knightsbridge 
London 
SW3 INU 

0171 581 5877 


CLUTTONS 

Da;tie( Smith 


5LOANE AVENUE: 73 Skrax Area*. Lorata SW3 3DH 
Td: 0J7I AM SJTi Fax: 0171 AM IllSJ 
HYDE PARK: 23 Alran Sows. Ltnfcn W2 1\S 
Tet 0171 aB 722b Fat 0171 2bJ I lofi 
TOWES BKJDCE: 3 GaaeftnJ Som. Lmdoa SEl 2NE 
Tet 0171 «7 3669 Fra: 0171 407 4479 
ST JQBN5 WOOD: 25 Si Mbm Woo] Fat. London NWS MJK 
Td: 0171 4E3 2972 Fat I1|7I 722 1257 
BUTLEKS WHARF: 36 Shad Unnea. Loadw SEl 2YE 
Td: 0171 403 **0* Pu: 0171 407 *m 
SURREY QUAYS: 303 RoAahuhc Saw. Loodnn SE16 IEY 
Td: 0171 2J7 7575 Fat 0171 237 7378 



BIRCH & CO 

18 lermyn Street 
London 
SW1Y6HP 

Tel: 0171 734 7432 
Fax: 0171439 4742 


CENTRAL ESTATES LETTINGS 
75 Wigmote Sireel 
London W1H 9LH 
TEL0171 224 3773 
1A2C 0171224 0033 
E-maltle ttings*9cenftal 
ei lores demon.co uk. 


MLgapp] 


Contact: 

Tracij Condskey 
Kate Acne* 
or Nicola Polver 
5 HiUpjlc St 
London W8 7SP 
Tel: 0171 20 0964 
Fax*. 0171 727 7SSO 


silts a LtrriN&s 

RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 


Kensington 0171 937 9777 
Chiswick 0181 995 5439 
Ealing 0181 997 57 77 




SOUTH LONDON 


TSuIJivan Thomas! 


361 Fodhan PaJacf Rood. 
London. SW6 6TA 
TeL 0171 731 033 
Kaa: 0171 7J1 4607 

|<J Rellrrue Road. 
London SW17 TEG 
Td: 0181 682 3121 
Fat: «]R1 o82 0089 



MARLER 

& MARLER 


LANDLORDS 

Ha\t you a Property to Iati? 

Wc currently see firM class properties. 

Please contact our experienced leuings leam. 

6 Stoanc Street. Kniphisbridgc. London SW1X 9LF 
Tel: 0171 235 9641 F«: 0171 235 1173 


DUNCAN ALLEN’ 


212 Timer Bridge Road 
LomkaSEi :up 
T f fop bone: 

0171 407 279* 

Facimifo: 

017| 407 J27S 


■KESlDENTIATi'S/U.ES" 
.XfitETFnNG-XCFVJ 


NEW HOMES 


THE ATO 


No ordinary house. 

THERE ARE THREE ATRIUMS AT ST. MICHAELS HILL, LIMPSF1ELD, NR OXTED, SURREY. 
PRICES FROM £625,000 0181 765 2308 


TOTAL FLOOR 
AREA 3,358 SQ FT 


73“ CEILING 



15V HIGH 
CATHEDRAL 
WINDOW IN 
ATRIUM 


M25,J6 

UNDER 4 MILES 
=t= OXTED 
TO LONDON, 
VICTORIA 
AVE. 39 MINS 



SEEOR 
YOURSELF- 
VIEW HOME 
NOW OPEN 


All details 

relate to Plot 9 


Wates 




I o 9 13 
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Why there’s 

room for 
change in 
the kitchen 

The right cooking area is vital for an 
ideal home, says Katherine Bergen 


PEOPLE & PROPERTY 3 


O ne person in ten is dissat¬ 
isfied with the kitchen 
they have and the Brit¬ 
ish spend £900 million a 
year on improving or replacing 
them. According to research, it is 
usually the first room to be tackled 
on moving house. Now that the 
function of kitchens has changed as 
lifestyles and eating have become 
less formal, they are being rede¬ 
signed and doubling up as break¬ 
fast rooms and dining areas as well 
as just being updated. 

JSffiP Hayes, for Siematic, 
(01438 369327), has seen the change 
of the role of the kitchen over the 
past decade: “Once only very dose 
friends would be invited into the 
kitchen. Now it is truly the heart of 
the home and guests even help with 
the preparation of the food." Mr 
Hayes adds that customers are 
much more demanding about the 
performance of equipment 
“Rsople want two or three differ¬ 
ent cooking methods, like a steam 
oven as well as being able to use a 
wok. Formerly, customer interest 
was much more about the cosmetic 
appearance of kitchens." 

With the huge interest in cook¬ 
ing, customers care about all the 
details. Mr Hayes says that proper¬ 
ty developers are paying much 
more attention to customer's needs. 
"People buying in new develop¬ 
ments want choice, not just an iden¬ 
tical look. Developers are looking 
at customising to a greater degree." 

There is a huge variety and price 
range to choose from. Siematic 
kitchens can rise to the £40,000 to 
£60.000 bracket 

Woodstock Furniture, (0171-245 
9989). specialises in the design and 
crafting of bespoke furniture and 
kitchens from around £10,000. Tim¬ 
bers are mostly imported from 


North America from sustainable 

and renewable sources and indude 
maple, cherry and oak, although 
the company will use any suitable 
material or specialist finishes, 
including painted, veneered inlays. 

Roundhouse Design (0171-428 
9955) is a partnership of architects 
and furniture designers who com¬ 
bine contemporary style with tradi¬ 
tional workmanship. Kitchens are 
tailored to each client's demands. 
James Taylor, for the company, 
says: "The future for kitchen design 
combines smooth curves with 
streamlined efficiency." 

Foggenpohl (0800 243781) is well 
known for contemporary design, 
ergonomic innovation and the huge 
choice of materials and colours in 
its five kitchen ranges. Prices 
include the cabinets, appliances, 
floors, lights and fittings and are in 
the £30.000 range. 

B ulthaup (0171-495 3663) of¬ 
fers innovative design 
which is modem and 
highly functional Unlike 
most manufacturers it produces 
just one range, the elements of 
which are all interchangeable. The 
current System 25. which costs 
from £15.000. will be joined by the 
modular System 20. 

Roundel Design (01580 712666), 
based in Kent, has even construc¬ 
ted a Gothic oak kitchen in an oast 
house. The Gothic arched panels 
are echoed in the pelmet fretwork 
and glazed display cabinets. Bow- 
fronted leaded light windows add 
to the theme. The company special¬ 
ises in timbers reclaimed from dis¬ 
used warehouses in old pine, oak. 
maple and ash. 




Custom built by Woodstock, complemented by limestone worktops 



SieMatic kitchens harmonise traditional and modem styling 



A Gothic arch is radical but fits perfectly in this Roundel oast house scheme. Right, a traditional kitchen in light oak for more conventional customers, also from Roundel 


THE WHITE HOUSE 




The White House commands a magnificent vantage point on London's South Bank. Rising some 50 metres (160 feet) 
above the River Thames and overlooking Westminster; Big Ben and the Gty itself - are a limited collection of newly 
created 10th floor stateroom apartments and 11th & 12th floor duplex penthouse suites. Each individually designed 
apartment represents probably one of the finest new residential opportunities in the CapttaL 
■Jhe specification of each apartment indudes mioo-processor controlled air temperature and dmilatioa marble 
decor and features-key code’dedicated lift services direetty from the underground car park. Stateroom and tollhouse 
total areas range from 120 sq.m. 0300 sq.ft) up to 191 sq.m. 0050 sq.ftUhe White House will have a private health 
Sl leisure complex, indoor swimming pool and ftiDy serviced LT. business centre. 


Prices from £560.000 to £13 nation. 


The viewing of London's Premiere Stateroom show suite & state of the art 
virtual reality tour is by appointment only. 

Please ask for David Caiman at The White House Hospitality Suite 
Tek 0171 6201500 Fax: 01716201508 

THE WHITE HOUSE, BELVEDERE ROAD, SOIT1H BANK. LONDON 






GALJ-IARD HOMES LIMITED 
OMoaiMaMt 

FBO CMCKE ESTATES PLC A FA..V..W new homes plc 


$& George's tariff Goughs Lm. 
Bcgax mama houses in crdt i wt 
hcaOmfsrihendftSaiaimgpiMthasen 
Prices from £505,006 <£■ 

WB 

St- La wrence Quay 
Waterside Village offSe&onSt. 
Toanhousesandapartmmsina 

fiNjpqfiuwt wotowfe bcotian. 

Townhouse* from £129,950. 

Tbo Bed Apartments from 

£75,950 

H a ste n Coart, Bexton Road 
3 bed 3 stony tmmhouses dose m 
town centre. 

Prices from £159,950 


The Fairways, Manor Road 
7iw on^r bedroom detached bouses 

orcthokinf’BnmK& Go? Course. 

Price £425,000 


St liter's Mews Smaf dewfcproenr 
of 3 stony three bod uwnhouses wfth 
parting spaces. 

Prices from £129,950 

Manchester city ai^niE 
109 Princess Sheet 
Superb axn a siun to s /y is h awcemparay 
apar tments . 

A par tme nt s from £72,950 ® 

yrium 

WSow Crescent, Rhrer Street 
Sx 3 bedroom mms tam/toases 
ombakiag the fifw Safin dose to town 
centre 

Prices from £155,008 

rai^^cHesHiii 

Lady's Vtood,VttMKbkfe 

Thnx 5 bedmom houses in , . m - 

Modbnd setting. 

Prices from £327,500 


Dunham Court, Stanhope Road 
Luusy of 3 StOTCf three 

bedroom townlwuses. 

Prices from £269,950 



The move to your.new Crosby home is the most stylish you'll 
ever make. Each location is carefully selected for its distinctive 
character and charm, every home is meticulously built with 
exquisite attention to detail. Whichever Crosby home you 
choose , you can be assured of the lifestyle you deserve 



Horeton House, Groby toad 
Desdbpmwt af3 bedroom apvtmaR^ 
handy for town centre 

Prices from £313,950 


Sevenoafcs, Bexton Lane 
A superb deyefapraent ofane 4 bedroom 
and jk*5 faedmoro detached propertbs 
Prices from £319,950 


a week 


For further details on any of 
the sites listed please telephone 

0161 928 9516 

CROSBY HOMES (NORTH WEST) LID, 
CROSBY HOUSE, 92 DUNHAM ROAD, 
ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE, WA14 4AD 

.com 



VS* ^ *3 

V 


The most styfeh mom yetril ewer make 


A member of Tire Berkeley Croup pie 
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How buyers are 

lured with a few 
canny incentives 

Homeseekers cash in as developers offer deals to 
beat off competitors. Maty Wilson reports 


T he slowing market may be 
causing a few headaches 
for developers, but for 
canny purchasers things 
could not be looking more rosy as 
house-builders do their best to 
make their product more attractive 
than competitors. When the going 
is good, incentives disappear as fast 
as quicksilver, but now these are 
back, aimed at investors and own¬ 
er-occupiers alike. 

Galliard Homes has never shied 
away from offering a carrot to sell 
its homes and at three of its most 
recently launched London Dock¬ 
land developments it is paying pur¬ 
chasers 10 per cent deposits. 

Marketing director Roy Conway 
says: 'The market is far from dead 
but we want to be one step ahead of 
our competitors, if it means offer¬ 
ing an incentive to purchasers, that 
is what we will do.” 

Two-bedroom apartments are 
available at Cubitts Wharf, a ware¬ 
house conversion overlooking the 
Millennium Dome, priced from 
£195,000; at Tamarind Court, far¬ 
ther east along the Thames at But¬ 
lers Wharf from £230,000 and Old 
Bell Cate, a new development close 
to Canary Wharf, from £165.000. 

Prospero House in The Minor- 
ies, London. EC3, is an office to resi¬ 
dential conversion by WfllowAcre. 
which prides itself on building the 
right product in the right place. But 
even this company is offering a 
year's guaranteed rental income to 
tempt the investor to its 14 apart¬ 
ments rather than the other 
schemes available in the City. 

“Last year we had no problem in 
selling our schemes off plan,” says 
Barry Glantz. of WfllowAcre, "but 
now buyers are more cautious. We 
have total confidence that when 
Prospero House is finished it will 
be a popular and sought-after City 
address. So. as an indication of our 
confidence, we are offering buyers 
a guarantee for the first year from 
completion of a 10 per cent gross 
return on their investment” 
Jonathan Vandermolen, of the 
agents Blenheim Bishop, which is 



selling this development, says: 
‘The difference now is that there is 
not such an incentive to buy off- 
plan because there is little per¬ 
ceived growth at the moment Al¬ 
though we havE seen more activity 
in the last few weeks, buyers still 
want to feel they are buying well.” 

Prices range from £150,000 to 
025.000. 

At St John'S, on the site of the old 
Westminster Hospital. London. 
SWl, Ballymore Properties is turn¬ 
ing the block, which was the Queen 
Mary’s nurses home, into 184 one, 
two and three-bedroom apart¬ 
ments. These overlook St John’s 
Gardens, hence the name of the 
development, and are priced from 
£160,000 to £1 million. 

Although they have sold well so 
far — 126 apartments went in four 
months — the latest phase to be 
released has the added attraction of 
a free interior design service. 

The show Oat for these "Limited 
Edition" apartments has been 
designed by international interior 
designer John Stefanidis, and pur¬ 
chasers of any of the 17 apartments 
will be offered the complementary 
interior design consultancy servic¬ 
es of Mr Stefanidis. 

Sean Muliyan, chairman of 
Ballymore. says: “We are always 
aiming to establish new bench¬ 
marks in design and luxury in eve¬ 
ry scheme we undertake. We be¬ 
lieve purchasers at Sr John's are 
looking for something different 
that can be created to their needs. 

“Buyers of the limited Edition 
apartments can take the John Stefa¬ 
nidis design a stage further by ask¬ 
ing him and his consultancy to cre¬ 
ate a total look by offering a com¬ 
plete design service.” 

Apartments in the new phase 
start at £475,000 and once purchas¬ 
ers have moved in, they will be able 
to make use of extra sendees includ¬ 
ing chambermaid services, valet 
parking, laundry and an equipped 
business suite and health spa. This 


pro-active encouragement to new 
buyers is not restricted to London. 
In Swansea, South Wales, Galliard 
Homes offered to pay the 5 per cent 
deposit for 44 one and two-bed¬ 
room apartments at Mannheim 
Quay. It seemed to work. At the 
launch a few weeks ago all but one 
of the flats were sold. 

Free leisure facilities are also on 
offer at a number of developments, 
which have their own gynasiums. 
saunas or swimming pools. 

At the Apex Building, an office to 
residential conversion by Berkeley 
Homes (North London) in Bunhill 
Row, London, EC1. the company 
has just announced that new pur¬ 
chasers will be given a year's free 
membership of the 7.000 sq ft gym¬ 
nasium to be built at the develop¬ 
ment of 34 one; two and three- 
bedroom apartments. The remain¬ 
ing 20 apartments are priced from 
£125.000 to £248,000. 

A nd at Wimbledon Cen¬ 
tral. southwest London, 
the developer. Pathfinder 
Properties, has included a 
year's free membership of the 
24,000 sq ft Esporta Health Club 
with its 20-metre swimming pool. 
One third of the development was 
originally sold to the Far East, be¬ 
fore the Asian crisis, and so far the 
agents, Hamptons, reckon that half 
the 104 flats have sold for invest¬ 
ment Prices for the 26 remaining 
apartments range from £152300 
for one-bedroom apartments to 
£241300 for a two-bedroom. 

So although the number of Far 
Eastern investors may have greatly 
diminished, those from the UK. 
from Europe and most recently 
from southern Ireland are finding 
that there are many good deals for 
the taking. 

• Galliard Homes. 01S1-508 1281; 
WUlowAcre, 0171-309 9900; Blen¬ 
heim Bishop, 0171-495 1253; St 
John's Marketing Suite. 0171-630 
8866: Berkeley Homes (North Lon¬ 
don), 01494 787200; Hamptons. 
0171-808 9015. 
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Prospero House in The Minories, London, EC4 — buyers are offered a guaranteed 10 per cent gross on their investment in the first year 



Bridgewater Square. London, EC2 — nine buyers at the Barbican site were attracted to the flats because they were so dose to work 


Seeking a walk on the mild side 

It’s slick to live in the City and take a 
stroll to work. Amanda Loose reports 

7rTT wi®if r_? 


Expatriates return to 
find more than 
they bargained for 



C ity stickers are setting up 
home in the Square MDe. 
Fed up with commuting, 
more and more are opting to live 
near their offices, spurred on by 
the renaissance of City living. 

Many of the big names in res¬ 
taurants and retail have decided 
to ply their trades. Sir Terence 
Conran recently opened Coq 
d’Argen there, as has Gary 
Rhodes with City Rhodes. A Tes- 
co supermarket is due to open in 
the old fire station in Bisb- 
opsgate. Marks & Spencer is 
opening another store in Grace- 
church Street and Harvey 
Nichols is opening a new restau¬ 
rant in LeadenhaU Street next 

spring. 

Andrew CulverwelL at Hamp¬ 
tons International in the Royal 
Exchange, says: “1 believe that 
people are disillusioned with 
commuting and are fed up with 
journeys or more than an hour. 
They are beginning to realise die 
benefits of living just a five or 
ten-minute walk from the office. 

“The City is also coming alive 
after dark. Most of the wine bars 
stay open laic and the infrastruc¬ 


ture is being pul in place. Appli¬ 
cants vary from young City pro¬ 
fessionals to older high-powered 
businessmen or chairmen look¬ 
ing for a weekday pied-a-terre. 

“U is something of a snowball 
effect. Once a person moves in 
they tell their friends and col¬ 
leagues. And rents are slightly 
cheaper than in the West End: a 
good two-bedroom flat here will 
achieve about £300 a week, com¬ 
pared with around £450 a week 
for the same flat in Chelsea.” 

Nine of the buyers at 6-9 
Bridgewater Square, for sale 
through Hamptons Internation¬ 
al and Knight Frank, bought the 
flats near the Barbican Centre so 
they were able to walk to work. 

People were moving out of the 
City ten years ago, says Jonathan 
Vandermolen, at Bleinhem Bish¬ 
op, but now people who travel in 


from the country and the West 
End are deciding not to com¬ 
mute any longer. “People are 
now moving back. They have to 
work harder to make a living 
and are expected to spend more 
time at the office. People fed that 
commuting fa time wasted.” 

Bleinhem Bishop sold several 
flats at Sovereign House, next to 
the site of the propo s ed new Gold¬ 
man Sadis building, off Fleet 
Street, to City people wishing to 
walk to work. Many of those 
bought as investments have been 
renlied by similar types. 

Barry Glanz at WfllowAcre, 
who developed the scheme, says: 
“One stop on die Tube is a com¬ 
mute. and I am not die only one 
who thinks so. A high number of 
those buying or renting in our 
City schemes work within a short 
distance of their new homes.” 

Paul VaHone. at Berkeley 
Homes which has a number of 
schemes on the go in the City, has 


noticed a growing demand for 
properties in the City over the 
past three years: "We have four 
of five schemes there at the 
moment, whereas five years ago 
we would only have one at any 
given time. 

“Any form of travelling by 
train. Tube or car is stressful, 
and any distance between your 
front door and the office an 
inconvenience.” 

WfllowAcre fa currently devel¬ 
oping 14 flats at Prospero House 
in the Minories. Mr Glanz fore¬ 
casts a shortage of residential 
accommodation in the City over 
the next year or so: “It fa highly 
iffcdy that when the current 
schemes are finished and sold. 

there will be few similar develop¬ 
ments coming onto the market. 
But we believe that the demand 
will continue to rise. 

“The investors who bought at 
Sovereign House are already 
receiving rental returns in excess 
of 12 per cent, a figure we bdievc 
may increase further as the 
demand continues to rise and the 
supply diminishes.” 

Canny speculators take note. 


A growing number of expatri¬ 
ates are returning to Britain 
following the handover of 
Hong Kong to China and the more 
recent economic turmoil in South- 
East Asia. The average expatriate 
has been out of the country for at 
least two to ten years, during which 
time the changes that have taken 
place, especially in the residential 
property market, are enormous. 

Robin Paterson, group manag¬ 
ing director of the property agency 
Hamptons International, which 
sold nearly 3.000 properties last 
year, explains: ‘The first difference 
someone returning to live in Brit¬ 
ain will see is a financial one. The 
asking price for a four-bedroom 
family house in Wimbledon, south 
London, would have been £300,000 
a decade ago, or £175.000 for a 
house of similar sire in Guildford. 
Surrey. Today the house in Wimble¬ 
don is priced at £595.000 and the 
Guildford home at E349300.” 

That represents a sizeable 
increase in the cost of buying a 
house, even taking into considera¬ 
tion inflation over the past ten 
years and an increase in sramp 
duty from I per cent to 3 per cent. 

Another area where expatriates 
will notice a significant difference is 
in the rental market, which has 


also seen a considerable rise in 
monthly rental costs: a four-bed¬ 
room family house in Esher, Sur¬ 
rey. has increased from £2,150 a 
month to £2300. while a similar 
size house in Wimbledon has 
increased from E2.000 to £4,000. 

“We are now beginning to notice 
that expats are becoming more cau¬ 
tious on their return to Britain and 
it is far more likely that they will 
rent for their initial six months 
back home.” says Mr Paterson. 
“This is usually because people do 
not want to commit to a purchase 
in a particular area, or they might 
be uncertain about their long-term 
career prospects, having been out 
of the countiy for so long. 

“In some cases it is simply 
because they may warn to take rime 
before making the purchase of a 
new house so soon after arriving 
back in the country.” 

Relocation advice lo people on 
the move has also undergone a 
change in the standard and range 
of services available. Ten years ago 
the extent of relocation advice for 
the average company executive 
returning to Britain would have 
included a choice of three houses in 


a certain location and an informa¬ 
tion pack from the company's 
human resources department. 

Employers are now taking the 
lead and providing their work¬ 
forces with a much greater level of 
support Today, employees of multi¬ 
national companies have an ‘‘orien¬ 
tation consultant” to advise them 
on legal and financial matters, rent¬ 
al agreements, where the best 
schools are, careers advice for their 
spouse and even quarantine laws 
affecting their pets. 

“Companies used to own their 
own residential property portfolios, 
which was limiting to their staff. 
The trend is now to employ an inter¬ 
mediary to provide employees with 
a more comprehensive service.” Mr 
Paterson says. "Our customers 
now demand a comprehensive serv¬ 
ice that will take on board all the 
worry of a major relocation or 
move back to Britain.” 

Hamptons, in a field that is 
becoming an ever more complex 
market for residential services, is 
developing its business with that in 
mind — and is now in detailed nego¬ 
tiations with a joint venture part¬ 
ner. with the aim of providing that 
comprehensive service. 

Christopher Warman 
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CONCIF.RGH, VAI.ET PARKING, PORTERAGE, IAIN DRY, 
CHAMBERMAID, BUSINESS SUITE AM) HEALTH SPA. 


with the Houses of Parliament and Westminster abbey as its neighbours, and overlooking one of London's 
OLDEST GARDEN SQUARES. ST JOHNS IS THE CAPITAL'S MOST ELEGANT RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT. 

Containing apartments fitted to the highest specification using materials of uncompromising quality. 
LIFE AT St John’s is enhanced by a range of services and facilities that surpass those available in any other 

APARTMENT COMPLEX IN THE CAPITAL. 

. T he fir st phase of one hundred and thirty apartments is sold, the second phase includes 

SEVENTEEN UNIQUE APARTMENTS CREATED BY INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DESIGNER JOHN STEFANIDK. 


1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS PENTHOUSES FROM 

from £230,000 from £399,000 £1,900.000 


SOLE AGENTS 



ST JOHN’S 






HUTCHINGS WHARF - ISLE OF DOGS El 4. 

• EXCELLENCE OF DESIGN • EXCELLENCE OF CONSTRUCTION 
* EXCELLENCE OF SPECIFICATION 


u 


UNBEATABLE VALUE FOR MONEY 


55 


MJ 



AVYAfTD WINNING ARCHiTSCTUnZ 
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OPPOSITE CANARY WHARF 


RIVERSIDE LOCATION 



s!i) 


r 




EXCEPTIONAL SPECIFICATION 



EXCELLENT TRANSPORT 


UNBEATABLE VALUE 


950 SQFT 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM 
RIVERSIDE APARTMENTS WITH LARGE 
TERRACES ONLY £167,850 

1,550 SQFT 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM 
TRIPLE LEVEL APARTMENTS WITH ROOF 
GARDENS ONLY £172,750 



* Riverside location opposite Canary Wharf * Excellent specification using 
the highest quality of materials, fittings and finishes • At! apartments have 
en-suite bathrooms and fitted wardrobe * Fully fitted kitchens fully 
oppIUinced • Gas central heating • Cherry wood strip flooring tr. halls and 
living areas * Secure underground car parking » 10 year N.H.B.C. 

FI NALPHASEOF^2 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE NOW 


A ervrli.rrr.en: bv 


HOLLYBSOOK 

C OA 

0171 363 8888 


Studios. 1. 2 & 3 bedroom apartments and 
penthouses available at West India Quay. 
Well placed for the Jubilee Line (opens spring 
1999). DLR and London City Airport. 

SALES OFFICE 

0171 537 0000 

http://www.manloft. co.uk 


WEST INDIA QUAY 107 WAREHOUSE APARTMENTS ADJACENT TO CANARY WHARF PRICES FROM £175,000 




LAST A Pm f.'T M ENT! 



Maidenhead, Berkshire 
Two substantial listed 
convened bams ao ihis unique 
courtyard devdopnem 
sumuoded by open bnntands. 
M4 junction iW apprwwMlely 
Ovo miles main bnesunan 
(Paddington) nrortwinuueW 
three miles. 

The TitV Bara 
Large vaulted reception rooms, 
kjtchcn/brcnkfasi room, Body. 
4/5 bedrooms, gaBeried landing, 
ihref batfn'ooniVdiawer rooms, 

Hay wood Bm 
Larne vaulted reception areas, 
kitchen with breakfast area. 4/5 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
mod size garden, large garage, 
^ftke pride £440.000 

Please contact die Sole Aga m 
Tor further inTocnatjoo: 

Pike Smith A Kemp 
22 Oueen Street Maidenhead, 
Berks. SL6 1HZ 
Tel: 01628 621177 or Fix: 
01628 784400 
e mail:- PSK— 

njaMathead^cnTnouservexom 


RATH 

1 LaBBtom CRBecnl 




1 an Oc end of ear 


8j00«,A«rth 

■mie mare. The 




HI 325 469511 _ 


THE-® TIMES 


THE SCXDAVTIMES 


S. v.’i.RNii r- 


AM ( 




Annr-j Anpodm ^orewntt a, be Ml 

THE ADDRESS ALONE 
SAYS IT ALL. 

Set in idyllic Famham Common, by the magnificent, age'old broad leaf trees of 
Burnham Beeches, these distinguished new two and three bedroom apartments share 
one of Buckinghamshire's most exclusive addresses. 

Sovereign Beeches itself offers a walled front with fine electronic entrance gates, 
communal gardens, lift... and a serene, secure atmosphere. Nor to mention Fart 
Exchange on your old house. Visit and ask for 
details, this weekend. 

New two and three bedroom apartments — some 
with garages - from £229,995 to £29^995. Close to 
all local shops, amenities and the M40 (J2) and M25 
for commuting. Show apartment open from 10am to 
5pm, Thursday to Monday. 

Tel: 01753 646908. 


Westbury 

Cypress Heights is our luxurious development of jus/ 9 homes in 

teignmouth 


V*-' 


Afliilfa» «mbia ihh wlmi u cnM n me mtJNr 

.jfl icfcyfcj pcprtbcl s«bjrtt hi .Win urtiarl, 
mSJtltt aml nCTol BwiMI lUl hiouqy Cun- 
Alfaro. Ain Esinas nnnl) mUk 
—I— c»A iroulm no imI, mJ M,J. 
aim ■ V *&■ iMlho id dr tfatifaquiLiu. 


BARRATT 

QBritai/foi&emie* Mauser Skulder 



hnpyTuwukpsauik/hDindc 


There are just two homos 

ronwnng both with ^ 

5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, jh, * 

a double garage, a 
sumptuous specification 

and generous sized plots. 1 ’ H}*/ 

For information cal ^GHKg 

( 01626)777443 

5 bed detached homes at 

£210,000 & £215,000 A typed Vfabury 5 bedroom dskxfwJ ham. 

Port Exchange avrakdble* ■Oh»tad|^*VbMAire™ladft» 


:jfipE«SIMMOW= 

Visit our 
outstanding 
4 bedroom 
detached homes , 
featuring elegant 
elevations ; 
and superb 
specifications at 

'Riverside* 
Heath ride 
Strensall, York 

Prices from 

£141,950-£168£50 

Telephone 
01904 491199 

Sales Office open 
Thursday to Monday 

10am - 5pm 


IWANTED! 

LAND/SITES - without Planning Permission 
butopith possible development potential. 

Pr|$EMty in village/town locations, in 
& North West 

Ufa canskkjradl 

We arepg ^ in 
listed, 

has no permission m8y 

be entfhd$K5r vis wtlSSm has been refused. 
PLE^ftjRWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY 
jJP/KANMNG HISTORY DETAILS TO: 


V 

GOLDFINCH 

Goldfhich (Projects} Limited, 
Baton, West Road, Wsavwtianv 
Cheshire, CW8 3HH 
Tel: 01928 787800 
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The conservation couple 


HENLEY PARK, a near-derelict 
Jacobean manor house near 
Guildford in Surrey, is being 
restored thanks to the develop¬ 
ment of 11 new houses and mews 
cottages in its grounds by the fa us- 
band-and-wtfe team of Robert 
and Heather Castle, of Hescan 
Country Homes. 

The Grade II house; dating 
from the 17th century, was empty 
for 20 years until the couple were 
approached two years ago by die 
chief conservation officer of 
Guildford countiL 

Mr Cande says: “Henley Park 
looked a daunting task the first 
time we saw it it was on its last 
legs, with no roof and several 
walls falling down, but we could 
see the potential. As an enabling 
development, die restoration of 
the main house at Henley Park 
and its conversion into four hous¬ 
es will be funded fay die new budd¬ 
ings on die site.” 

The chief conservation officer, 
impressed fay the results of a pre¬ 
vious enabling development 
project in nearby Wanborough, 
asked whether Mr and Mrs Can- 
tie would like to restore Henley 
Park. At Wanbo rough, the cou¬ 
ple had rescued and restored the 
oldest bain in Surrey and given it 
as a museum to die local authori¬ 
ty in return for permission to de¬ 
molish 26.000 sq ft of redundant 


A Jacobean manor 
is being renewed 
thanks to a couple’s 
hard work, says 

Amanda Loose 


agricultural buildings and to 
buDd seven new houses. At 
Henley Park, the Canties, work¬ 
ing with local conservation and 
planning officers, plus their own 
team of workers, architects and a 
structural engineer, used as 
many of the original bricks and 
fittings as possible. 

After two years and much hard 
labour, the end is in sight at 
Henley Park.- the couple hope 
that work will be completed on 
the main house by next spring. 

The 27-acre site was once a me¬ 
dieval royal park, and die manor 
house is thought to have been 
built fay Sir John Glyttne. Lord 
Chief Justice of die King's Bench 
ha the middle of the 17 tit century, 
funded by profits from his suc¬ 
cessful legal career. Towards the 
end of the 1700s, Henley Park 


was bought by the Halsey family, 

who kept it until 1926. By 1941, it 
was the headquarters of the 
Yokes Group of companies. 

Properties on the site have 
been snapped up since the launch 
last month- Five are already sold. 
inHiiding one of die manor 
house properties. And although 
he acknowledges that the restora¬ 
tion and conversion was "tricky", 
Mr Cande is on the lookout for 
similar projects. “Enabling devel¬ 
opments allow us to rescue prop¬ 
erties in lovely settings, underpin 
the project financially and have 
the opportunity to give a budding 
new life for hundreds of years," 
he says. 

Another current Hencan 
project is to bufld one of die larg¬ 
est houses on the Wentworth es¬ 
tate in Surrey, on the site of 
Kingsboume, the house once 
rented by the Duchess of York. 
Hencan demolished die existing 
house and is constructing a 
14,000 sq ft property on the rite, 
which is for sale through Knight 
Frank for £6 nuttioo- 

Browns in Guildford is han¬ 
dling the sales at Henley Park 
(01483 531 166): prices for proper¬ 
ties in the manor house start 
from £355,000: new detached 
houses from £495,000 and mews 
houses and cottages from 
£225.000. 


j New dawn: one of the homes built in the grounds of Henley Park, a Jacobean manor house bong restored near Guildford in Surrey molish 26,000 sq ft of redundant end ot me iyuus. Heatey ran, ujavw. 

Many parts of Britain have suffered some of their worst flooding in years. Eve-Ann Prentice reports on the storms 

How to survive after the deluge 

A n Englishman's home 
may be his castle, but one 

insidious invader has bKeiy to De aneaea oy me latest 

robbed thousands of graphs. And the outlook is even floods, unless flooding continues 


A n Englishman's home 
may be his castle, but one 
insidious invader has 
robbed thousands of 
homeowners of their most precious 
possessions in the past tew weeks, 
and seems set to cause more ruina¬ 
tion in future. The seemingly 
unstoppable foe is floodwater. 

With pares of Britain suffering 
their wettest October on record last 
month, and predictions that global 
warming will make the country 
even stormier in years to come, 
floods are likely to become an ever- 
greater threat to our homes. 

Even now. as this winter has 
barely started to tighten its grip, 
thousands of householders have 
suffered flood damage — with all 
the misery of sodden carpets. lack 
of electricity and gas. foul-smelling 
sludge and die loss of treasured be¬ 
longings such as family photo¬ 


graphs. And the outlook is even 
bleaker. A report published by the 
UK Climate Impacts Programme 
has predicted that Britain will suf¬ 
fer ever more severe winter storms. 
along with hotter summers, over 
the next 80 years. 

The financial cost of this 
autumn’s deluge has already 
reached hundreds of millions of 
pounds, while the toil in human suf¬ 
fering — especially for those firing 
in the worst-hit areas of Wales and 
die Midlands — is incalculable. 

Flood victims in Wales may be 
particularly hard-hit. as nearly a 
thud have to home insurance. This 
is below the national average — in 
Britain as a whole, one in four 
households has no home insur¬ 
ance. Malcolm Tariing, of the Asso¬ 



ciation of British Insurers, says 
that insurance premiums are un¬ 
likely to be affected by the latest 
floods, unless flooding continues 
through the winter. 

So who is most at risk, and what 
can you do to help protect your 
home from disaster? Obviously, 
some areas of the country are more 
prone to flooding titan others (see 
map), though few people would 
choose where to live on the basis of 
this. Londoners living near the 
Thames used to be in fear of a 
drenching when high tides were 
coupled with strong winds, but the 
Thames Barrier has removed that 
threat The barrier is just part of 
24,000 miles of Bood defences now 
in place in England and Wales. 

Even if you do live in a flood-risk 
region — and these are likely to 
increase in the coming decades — 
there are precautions you can take. 

“When a storm is imminent, if 
you can. think about moving easily 
damaged items above flood level.” 
says Malcolm Tariing of the Associ¬ 
ation of British Insurers. “Remem¬ 
ber to move electrical items, as 
these will be ruined by water, and 
make sure that you have no loose 
roof tiles. If an insurance company 
finds that a house is poorly main¬ 
tained. it may well not compensate 
fully for all the damage.” 


B uildings with thatched 
roofs may look more vul¬ 
nerable to rain, but are 
probably at least as water¬ 
proof as tiles. “Generally, thatched 
roofs are no more at risk than tiled 
ones” says Christopher White, the 
chairman of the National Society of 
Master Thatchers. At least 75.000 
buildings have thatched roofs in 
this country, 50.000 of them being 
listed buildings, and nearly all are 
in the southern half of the country. 

The Environment Agency is re- 
ponsible for issuing flora warnings 
across much of England and 
Wales, and it gives guidelines to 
home-owners on how to protect 
themselves. “The risk of flooding 
from rivers and the sea is with us 
all the time," the agency says. “It 
can happen very quickly, often with 
little warning.” The organisation is¬ 
sues three categories of flood warn¬ 
ing: yellow for threats to some low- 
lying farmland and roads near riv¬ 
ers or the sea; amber for isolated 
properties, roads and large areas of 
farmland; and red. which warns 


vis ui uh> 

Holding bade the areas in light blue on the map depend on flood properties 
protection and land drainage works to enable the use of the land farmland; 



When the rains came: a community devastated by floods in Banbury, Oxfordshire. Experts say such disasters will occur more frequently 


about serious flooding likely to af¬ 
fect many properties, roads and 
large areas of farmland. The alerts 
are issued to the palioe. local author¬ 
ities and the media. Sometimes 
warnings are given directly to those 
at risk. The agency also runs a spe¬ 
cial hotline, the Telephone Flood- 
call, on 0645 881188, where all calls 
are charged at local rates. 


If you hear that a flood warning 
has been issued, you should call the 
hotline, alert your neighbours and 
listen to the local radio station (pref¬ 
erably on a battery-operated radio, 
in case power supplies are cut). 
Farmers may need to move live¬ 
stock and equipment to higher 
ground. If flooding is imminent, 
says the agency, you should move 


people, pets and valuables to a safe 
place, taking warm clothes, food, a 
torch and battery-powered radio 
with you. Block doorways and air¬ 
bricks with sandbags, which may 
be available from local authorities: 
and switch off gas and electricity 
supplies. 

If the worst comes to the worst 
and your home is flooded, this is 


what you should do after retumin 
get the gas and electricity check* 
before using them; boil all tap w 
ter until it is declared safe; if posi 
ble, avoid contact with floodwate 
as it may be contaminated: and co 
tact your insurers. 

For more information, coma 
the Environment Agency on 06- 
333 Hi during office hours. 


It’s not fire that scares you, it’s smoke 


WITH the recent spate of floods, many 
homeowners have been helped by their 
local fire brigade. Ian Goodfellow. who 
has worked as a fireman for more than 
20 years, in several brigades, talks 
about some of the realities behind the 
job. He now works as afire and training 
officer at the Ministry of Defence. 

6 IF you live above the sixth floor in 
England, you will not get rescued 
because the equipment wont reach any 
higher. And if we can’t stabilise the plat¬ 
form on the ground, we won't even get 
that high. 

I was a long-distance lorry driver and 
was passing Bristol Fire Brigade HQ 
with my then wife when i saw a notice 
asking for recruits. My wife said “that's 
a job you could never do” so of course I 
applied — and they invited me for an 
interview. 1 was already a first-aider 
and had done junior rescue and they 
took me on. At the time I had long hair 
and a long beard and I had to have it all 
cut off. but taking the job was the best 
move I ever made. 

We get many electrical fires. They are 
a big problem because you get lots of 
thick, black smoke. It's the fumes which 
arc the problem, more titan the flames. 
Once we were called to a house with a 
TV which had caught fire. It was just be¬ 
fore Christmas and myself and my mate 
went in using breathing apparatus. 
There is a lot of noise in fires — bangs 
and crashes. Because of the danger of 


Eve-Ann Prentice with the latest in her series 
on the secret lives of our eveiyday heroes 




floors collapsing, we always walk 
around the edges of rooms and 1 was do¬ 
ing this when I went upstairs to venti¬ 
late tite building. I didn't pay much at¬ 
tention to tiie crunching noises. When 
the air cleared a bit, my male said “you 
had better come and look at this”, and I 
thought he had found a dead body. 
Then I found out what had caused all 
the crunching noises — I had trampled 
all over the kiddies • Christmas presents. 

Another time we had a call from the 
RSPCA about a cat that had been up a 
tree for 24 hours. Rescuing kitty, you are 
a hero and we arrived to find these gold¬ 
en-haired girts aged about five and 
eight. We were both probationary offic¬ 
ers at the time and we were going to put 
the ladder up. But tin fire officer told us 
to get a one-inch hose and blow it out of 
the tree. 

He told us that in the days when fire¬ 
men wore lancer jackets. like US cavalry 
officers, he went on a roof to rescue a cat 
and buttoned kitty in his tunic Kitty- 
dug his claws in his chest and. because 
he was such a long way upw kiriy evacuat¬ 
ed his bowels. So we blew the cat out of 
the tree. It was okay, and it ran off into a 


hedge i can still see the look on the little 
girls’ faces. 

I can still remember the first person 1 
saw dead. A lady in her early sixties had 
literally roasted herself to death in from 
of the fire. From the back you could see 
her hair, but from the front you could 
see that her skull had slowly cooked 
away. 

The worst part of the job is when diil- 
dren are involved. "We were called to a 
motel fire in Avonmouth where two chil¬ 
dren had died. Their dad, who was a 
truck driver, had gone for a drink. It 
was ghastly because the superheated 
gases had exploded. 

Of course there are amusing inci¬ 
dents. At Soho fire station, the crew was 
called to a brothel where there was a 
gent upside down, naked, facing the 
door and hanging from leg-cuffs, 
chained to the banister. He was so ex¬ 
hausted after his exploits that he 
couldn't haul himself up again to undo 
the locks. The girls couldn't manage to 
lift him, either, so they called the bri¬ 
gade. 

We get everything, from someone 
superglued to a toilet seat to real trage¬ 
dies. London's Burning has been very 
good, but you don’t see what firefighters 
actually do; they are very* dedicated and 


professional. We were called to a chip 
pan fire, for instance — you deal with 
that by turning off the heat, getting a 
damp lea towel, putting it across the 
fire. We turned up at one house and 
there was a hero from the police force 
who had not done this. He was sitting 
there with half a moustache and half his 
hair singed off. 

Another time we were called to a bou¬ 
tique with rails and rails of dothes. and 
we could see flames at the-back. So we 
got the hoses and were aiming at the 
flames — but it had absolutely no effect. 
In the end it transpired that the actual 
fire was behind a rail of clothes and 
what we were aiming at was the reflec¬ 
tion of the flames in a mirror along the 
back wall. 

When the Greenhorn Common pro¬ 
test against nuclear weapons was on. we 
were called out because the protesters 
were holding torches which were a fire 
hazard. 

] am safety-conscious: I have a fire 
extinguisher in my house and l am for¬ 
ever going round switching off lights. 

Every time you go to a shout, you feel 
frightened because you don’t know what 
you will find. It is not the fire. 99 per cent 
of the time, it's the toxic fumes — and 
they can creep up on you. 

Frightened? John Wayne, eat your 
heart out. Aspic say to me 1 must be 
brave but no. it’s not like that. It's excit¬ 
ing. driving bic red lorries that go 'nur 
nur, nur nur’. 5 
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Fashionable location 3 City & West End 16 mins BR 
•'>.- En-suite bathrooms •£ Private off-street parking 
o Prices from *>£339,950 
c Sales centre open NOW 10am to 6pm daily. 
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New apartments 
at St. Katharine’s Dock 


The Gty Quay is a unique mama side 
development of 1,2 and 3 bedroom apartments 
arrfpenthc«^.iocatadOT 
witfan^^iheexdtrive St Katharine's Dodc. ••:"•' 


THE CITY QUAY 


Genuinely spadous, aB apartments are south or 
west facing with large taraces or bakdnies and 


mama views.; 


“ High level of spedfiration. Buhhaup kitchens 
with AEG appliances. 

• Private landscaped jprdens 

, • Secure u nderground parking 

• 24 hour security v * 

• 999 year leases 

•*. Woes from £250,000 




imrum woqdrow 

CAPITAL DEVELOPRUHTS 



Fbr further ^ to raster on our priority list please call the on-site sales office on 0171 481 9898 or hx on 0171 48l 0364 r emaih stepheaedwards@taywood.co.uk oitTasb eaoo 

: .. ••••• ■'••■■ .vr>.Vr. ■■'*■••••' - ; • ••• 


Salas & Lsttinss 



WELL ABOVE PAH 


Biddenham, Bedfordshire 


A strictly limited collection of luxury, detached 5 bedroom 
homes uniquely set within a fine golf course bordering open 


countryside at Biddenham, Bedfordshire 


St James offers residences designed 


in the great traditions of the English 


country house yet inspired try the 


lavish specification and practical 


features of American executive homes, 


Yon could move into one of these 


superb new homes with our Home 


Exchange scheme, taking away alt 


the pressures of selling your 


existing home, subject to criteria 


Five bedroom homes available from £299,000 to £356,000 


lb receive a brochure or to make an appointment, ring our dedicated line, 
we are open seven days a week 


Freephone 0800 328 3481 


EmaiL centmlsales@prowtinghomes.com Fftb: www.pnnvthtghomes.com 


ent investment opportunity 


H O R P B ’ S YARD 


A riverside development of high 
specficatfon warehouse 
. con^^ 


2&3 bedroom penthouses from 

£ 39(^000 

River view apartments from 

£ 285,000 

2 bedroom apartments from 

£ 190,000 
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Wealthy rock stars and computer whiz-kids are reshaping the top end of the housing market, say s Jenny Knight 

buyers are getting ... £ 

i. ▼ somethings now rou- *•£-■• -JaH is* .J' r '^liy« i 


M illion-pound house 
buyers are getting 
younger. Thirty- 
somethings now rou¬ 
tinely stroll into estate agents*offic¬ 
es with a list of minimum require¬ 
ments including swimming pools, 
acres of land, six bedrooms and a 
stable block. Many pay cash while 
the rest explain that they need only 
a small mortgage to take care of the 
last £100.000 or so. 

Some want a home suited to a 
simple lifestyle of hard work and 
socialising: a two-bedroom pent¬ 
house in Central London with plen¬ 
ty of space, great views, top security 
and parking for two cars. When 
they hear the price tag. they don’t 
blanch. 

The bulk of Britain's most expen¬ 
sive homes used Eo be bought by 
people in their fifties, with one in 
ten going to the over-sixties. Now. 
according to statistics from Knight 
Frank. 55 per cent of buyers are in 
their forties, ten per cent are in 
their thirties and only 3.5 per cent 
in their sixties. And there is even a 
smattering of sales to men and 
women still in their twenties. 

Foreign buyers account for a 
high proportion of £1 million-plus 
sales, and agents report that they, 
too. are getting younger. 

Rupert Sweeting, of Knight 
Frank's country house department 
says: “People used to aspire to a El 
million house and, after piling up 
their money for years, ended up 
buying a huge house, so that most 
buyers were in their fifties and six¬ 
ties. Now people are making mon¬ 
ey 1 younger and the age gap is drop- 
P* n g- 

L There is a smattering of young 
rock stars, sports stars and show- 
business people, but there are a 
number of amazingly young busi¬ 
ness successes, especially in the 
computer industry. These whiz- 
kids can sell out when they are still 
very young and make something 
like £40 or £50 million. 

'There are more millionaires in 
the UK than ever before and they 
are getting younger. Most like to 
buy country houses with lots of 
toys, like swimming pools, tennis 
courts, a cottage in the grounds and 
land. There has been- an increase in 
fortunes made by people in sport, 
fashion, entertainment, advertising 
and publishing. These professions 
are dominated by younger busi¬ 
nessmen and women.” 

Howard Elston, head of Strutt & 
Parker's Knightsbridge office, says: 
“It's not unusual any more to sell a 
£2 million house to someone in 
their mid-thirties. Single men and 
women in their early thirties might 
spend about £12 million on a flat, 
while those in their late thirties 
with children buy larger houses 
priced at £2 to £3 million." 

A lot of older people no longer 
want to live in London because it is 
too busy. “Most of the 60 to 70-year 
-olds we see in this offtre are selling 
up and leaving London." says Mr 
Elston. "Expensive areas like Bel¬ 
gravia and Rnightsbridge, which 
20 years ago were quite stiff and for¬ 
mal. are now dramatically different 
with a buzz and excitement which 
appeals to younger buyers." 




Labour of love: stonemason Andre Vrona and wife Patsy worked for nine years on Heath House, near Stamford, above (dining room) and right, virtually rebuilding what was an almost derelict property 

Young guns with loot to spare 


One of the reasons for the rise of 
the youthful buyer in the £1 mil¬ 
lion-plus bracket is die effect of 
inflation on house prices. Even rela¬ 
tively modest homes can now easily 
top' the £1 million mark. FPD 
SaviUs reports that Wandsworth, a 
once seedy area in southwest Lon¬ 
don. has registered average house 
price rises of 119 per cent over five 
years. It has seen a growing 
number of £1 million-plus house 
sales as the large homes near the 
common rocket in value. 

John Denney, Hampton's coun¬ 
try house director for Surrey, Sus¬ 
sex and Hampshire, says that even 
returning expatriates, who used to 
return home to England in their 
late fillies or early sixties looking 
for a grand retirement home, are 
getting younger. 

"Returning expats, many from 
South Africa, are now typically in 
their mid-forties,” he says. “As far 
as age is concerned, everything has 


come down a gear. The older age 
bracket is looking to capitalise on 
the good market —by scaling down 
to a smaller country place they can 
lock up and leave, with maybe a 
flat in town or a cottage abroad. 
Their large houses are being 
bought by much younger people. 
We now come across very wealthy 
35 to 40-year-olds. We no longer see 
so much family money, but a lot 
more new money which is being 
made at a much younger age.” 

Noticeably, only a small minori¬ 
ty of the £1 mfflion properties are be¬ 
ing bought by women. And Lottery 
winners are not well-represen ted. 
The ferocious cost of maintaining 
£1 million-plus homes means most 
Lottery winners simply haven't 
won enough to enter this market 
While a brand new million-pound 
house will not need a penny spent 
on it for the first few years, grand 
period houses shop up the money. 

“The bigger the house, the bigger 


the bills." Mr Sweeting says. “You 
need a very different sort of income 
to live in a major house. We esti¬ 
mate the annual cost of living 
between £43250 and E64.500. And 
it costs more to furnish a bigger 
house. The simple pine furniture 
and prints which might suit a.cot¬ 
tage are a long way from the heir¬ 
loom antiques and off paintings 
that are a requisite part of a manor 
house lifestyle.” 

Knight Frank says even a farm¬ 
house with four bedrooms and ten 
acres would cost up to £14,000 a 
year to run. This indudes £3,000 
for lighting and heating, £500 for 
water rates, £000 to £1200 council 
tax. £500 security. £800 to £1,000 
insurance, 0.000 to £4.000 on a 
gardener and deaner, and £5,000 
for annual maintenance. Running 
costs for an old rectory with six bed¬ 
rooms could readi E2I.900, while 
an eight-bedroom manor house 
can cost up to £64,000 a year. 


ARCHITECT and interior designer Nice Renscfa. 
40, has moved house five times in the past four years, 
progressively moving doser to the El million mark. 
He's on the move again, from a Gvebedroam house. 
Cheynes Farm, in Cottered, Hertfordshire, with pad- 
docks, stables and a two-bedroom cottage. 

“A million pounds still sounds a fascinating, big- 
time figure, but it is much more achievable nowa¬ 
days," he says. “I work for clients whose homes have 
cost several miQians. A recent dient with a £2 million 
penthouse was in his mid-thirties.” 

Mr Renscfa is housc4utnting in Sussex for some¬ 
thing suitable for his wife, two children, a horse, and 
four dogs. He intends spending 10 to 15 per cent on 
top of the purchase price on changes to the new 
house. "Cheynes Farm is a 500-year-old house, which 
seems a strange place for a modernist architect to 
live, but old houses were very simple and the two 
styles go together very wdL" he says. 

The Renscfa family is moving because he does a tot 
of work in Sussex and also because they feel (hey are 
not utilising die space they currently have: Cheynes 
Farm is priced at £875,000 (Strutt & Parker). 


ANDRE VRONA is a £1 million-plus buyer at the age 
of 42. after turning his present home. Heath House 
near Stamford, into a million-plus property. He and 
his wife Patsy are moving to Stanhoe Hall, in Norfolk, 
a Grade 1 Queen Anne house priced at E12S million, 
located four miles from Burnham Market. 

They have spent nine years turning Heath House 
into an attractive contemporary home with splendid 
gardens. It was nearly derelict when Mr Vrona bought 
it. prompted by magnificent views of open country. 

“It would have fallen down if we hadn't bought it,” 
he says. "The gardens were just a Geld bur now they 
are open to the public, and my pride and Joy.” 

The L-shaped house has been virtually rebuilt, retain¬ 
ing the style of an impressive but simple farmhouse. 
There are stone-mullioned windows, stone fireplaces 
and wall panelling. The use of traditional materials 
and techniques has avoided @ny hint of pastiche. Mr 
Vrona. a stonemason, did most of the work himself. 

"Quite a few who have looked at the house have been 
very young.” he says. 'Tastes used to be cultivated later 
in life, but these people are very discerning." Heath 
House is priced at £125 million (Strutt & Parker). 



Inside a designer’s home 

Katherine Bergen discovers how a tribal flavour can change your living room 


I nterior design gams say that one of die 
questions most frequently put to them 
is: “What does your own house look 
fiber In a new interiors book, pub¬ 
lished this month (House Sensation, Qua¬ 
drille, £19.99), Anne McKevift bravely uses 
her borne to illustrate how you can transform 
an interior. 

Ms McKevitt has gone native. She explains 
the inspiration for the tribal look; “I was 
influenced by a book of tribal portrait photog¬ 
raphy which strengthened my belief in the 
centuries-old need in humans for self-adorn¬ 
ment and decoration. 

The images and influences in my living 
room are of a more primitive way of life, but 
adapted to enhance a sense of calm living in a 
21st-century room. In other words, my aim 
was to forge a link between our organic roots 
and the manufactured." Ms McKevitt warns 
against being dictated to fay existing architec¬ 


ture. Her living room had once been four sep¬ 
arate rooms—it takes vision to imagine how 
the space would alter after knocking walls 
through. She colourblocked the wails, pick¬ 
ing up on the charcoal and red. vegetable 
dy&painted faces of the tribal portraits. Buff 
willow screens, providing a change in wail 
texture, are reminiscent of African huts. 

Veering away from Africa, the freestand¬ 
ing sculptures in her home remind her of the 
rocky outcrops and coastlines of her native 
Scotland. For more shape and texture, on a 
smaller scale, she has included cast-concrete 
pots and lavarstonc urns. To complement it 
all she has used classic furniture in graphic 
shapes, upholstered in fabrics in a mixture of 
neutral shades and brighter colours. 

Ms McKevitfs book is not confined to her 


own property. There is a useful chapter on 
decorating rented space. As she points out 
there are many restrictions on what you are 
allowed to do. Wall colours must remain the 
same, existing furniture cannot be tampered 
with and solid partitions cannot be built 
She advises a quick coat of paint — even 
one specified by the landlord — which can 
brighten up a tired, fading room. Remove 
any bad-taste objects and store in a cup¬ 
board, cover stain-covered sofas and arm¬ 
chairs with inexpensive throws or bed 
spreads. Ask the landlord if he would like the 
floorboards exposed and varnished instead 
of covered with a tatty carpet 
There's no point spending money on things 
you will have to leave behind so invest in rem¬ 
ovable fabric runners and wall hangings to 
change the space and mask unsightly objects. 

In case you are baffled by builders'jargon, 
she also has a section defining such terms. 


A superior interior 


WHOEVER buys the £4.75 million apartment in 
Chesham Place. Belgravia, above — being sold 
through Knight Frank — will get the haute couture of 
interior design. Carole Langton. of Langton Interiors, 
who was commissioned to decorate this property, says 
that a dassic mid-European look is the most likely to 
appeal to a buyer. "Anything too modern or trendy 
looks dated very quickly." she explains. 

Generally she submits several design schemes to the 
developers before they decide on one. In the case of 
Chesham Place, she furnished it with antiques. The 
buyer can then purchase anything required to keep. 

“We have sold the entire contents to new owners if 
they like the look." Ms Langton says. "Equally, we 
know that some clients get their own designers in and 


change everything.” The difference at this end of the 
interior design market is not just in being able to use 
the most expensive fabrics and antiques, but also in the 
additional attention to detail. Bathrooms even have 
chrome toothbrushes and perfumes — one, appositely, 
being Envy by Gucci. The fridges are foil of cham¬ 
pagne. and the flowers and fruit are changed daily. 

Another Belgravia property decorated recently by 
Ms Langton is at 118 Eaton Square, formerly the Ski 
Club of Great Britain. There you will find Louis Vuit- 
ton suitcases in the dressing rooms and even a pair of 
riding boots. 

After all, if you were paying more than £17 million 
for a 75-year lease, you probably would expect to have 
handmade curtain tiebaefcs. 



Culture dash; a mix of tribal photograph s and modern furnishings is aimed at creating a sense of calm in Anne McKevitfs home 
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homes ^ the sun command high rentals when not in use by the family, writes Diana Wildman T-fOW Vrtl 1 
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P ortugal and Spain hmv inn 
attracted northTm Euro~S 

Property purchases S' 3 " 
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^™ragmg investors front Sera 
Enrope to buy into purpose-built Span¬ 
ish schemes. Although we all tow the 
!** ^jral.finca deep in the Sierras 

on .going rental income is a 
farrmme practical option for most of us. 

‘ Sotogrande Estate at 

the western arid of the Cosia del Sol is 

? r its S"*"6 facilities 
These include three championship golf 
courses — one of which is Valderama 
venue for last year's Ryder Cup - tennis 
and racquet centres, two polo fields, two 
beach clubs and a marina. 

Sotogrande SA is selling a variety of 
property, including two-bedroom 
<3*and townhouses 
from £90.000 to £220.000. detached vil¬ 
las from £300.000 and three-bedroom vil¬ 
la suites. being sold on a sale and lease- 
back, agreement, ajoining the Abnenara 
Hotel planned for completion within a 
year, for £170.000. 

Nigel Smith, the managing director, 
plans to change Sotogrande into a self- 
contained leisure community and the 
company has its own year-round rental 
and management service. 

Estate agent Denise White of White 
Real Estate, based within Sotogrande, 
advises clients that families paying 
£1,500 a week for a three-bedroom 
detached house with a pool in July and 
£2,000 per week in August demand a 
well-presented home with good furnish¬ 
ings. a modem kitchen with all applianc¬ 
es and a telephone/fax machine. 

A two-bedroom beachside apartment 
is from £800 per week in August. Mala¬ 
ga airport is a Ihr 20min drive and 
Gibraltar a mere 15 minutes. 

La Manga on the Costa Cali da is a 
sporting complex par excellence and con¬ 
sists of numbers of purpose-built villages 
scattered among its 1,100 acres. Here 
Select Resorts have a variety of resale 
homes from £32,000 for a two-bedroom 
apartment in Bellaluze Village. 

Next January La Manga’s latest vil¬ 
lage. Los Olivos, being developed by Re¬ 
sort Properties, will start construction 
and will consist of 102 spacious two and 
three-bedroom apartments grouped 
around a central swimming pool within 
walking distance of the vast tennis and 
racquet centre. Prices are from E126300 
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The 420-acre Parque da Floresta estate at the western end of the Algarve is dose to fishing villages and beaches. Prices range from £115,000 to £225, 000 

Make profit at your leisure 


and reservations are being taken for off- 
plan sales with stage payments during 
construction. Select Resorts says that 
rents will be from about £850 per week in 
high season. 

Facilities at La Manga include three 
golf courses, riding stables, water sports, 
a five-star hotel and a wide selection of 
boutiques, bars and restaurants. 

A number of purpose-built residential 
schemes are being constructed in the roll¬ 
ing countryside near Lisbon, dose to the 
historic towns of Sintra and Estoril. The 
newly completed motorway system now 
means the 1.200-acre Belas Clube de 
Campo, a golf and tennis development 
is a mere 15 minutes from Lisbon airport 
and a ten-minute drive from both Sintra 
and the Atlantic beaches. 

Around the completed 18-hole champi¬ 
onship golf course at Belas some 240 spa¬ 
cious apartments are being built — all 
with balconies and faring south over two 
communal swimming pools towards the 
golf course. They range from one and 
two-bedroom properties at asking prices 


of £100.000 and £165.000 to a seven-bed¬ 
room duplex penthouse complete with a 
private pool for £380,000. About 200 
have already been sold. 

For those keen on a detached fairway 
villa, half-acre plots cost £170.000 and 
Alex Botelho, Belos’s sales director, says: 
“A package of plot and five-bedroom 
villa with swimming pool and double 
garage will cost around £400.000 with 
an l&month completion date. Most buy¬ 
ers so far are Portuguese and we have 
two types of purchasers. 


T hese are the retired, requiring a 
peaceful existence, and the forty- 
somethings with children, who 
need a good leisure home. We 
have a mini-market with laundry, tennis 
courts, a maintenance service and spe¬ 
cial green fees for owners and guests." 

The 420-acre Parque da Floresta estate 
at the western end of the Algarve is dose 
to fishing villages and sheltered sandy 
beaches. 

It boasts a leisure centre with swim¬ 


ming pool complex, gymnasium, four 
tennis courts and a bowling green. There 
is an 18-hole golf course and a selection 
of bars and restaurants. Already 180 vil¬ 
las and golf homes have been completed 
and a further 95 will be available. Some 
two and three-bedroom homes are for 
sale now, priced from El 15.000 and 
£225,000. 

Andy Burridge. Parque da Floresta’s 
marketing manager, says: “We guaran¬ 
tee a rental return to purchasers of 
E5.500 pa on a two-bedroom golf village 
house and £62500 pa on a three-bedroom 
villa. We will also pay the running costs 
of the property for a year but purchasers 
are liable for their own taxes. 

"In addition to the financial return 
owners are entitled to eight weeks’ use of 
their property in a year, two weeks in 
high season and six weeks off-peak.” 

The 2.000-acre Quinta do Lago estate 
is extremely popular, not least because it 
boasts three golf courses and is a mere 
20 minutes from Faro Airport Set on 35 
acres of a wooded hillside is its latest 


scheme called Encosta do Lago which 
has established landscaping, a stylish 
clubhouse, tennis courts, pool and access 
to the golf courses on which owners and 
rental guests are entitled to a 25 per cent 
green fee discount 

Select Resorts are selling a selection of 
two and three-bedroom apartments 
priced from £153.000 to £225,000 plus a 
selection of villa plots at Encosta do Lago 
which will be completed towards the end 
of next year. A 25 per cent deposit is 
required on contract with stage pay¬ 
ments through to completion. 

Pauline Bonanni of Select Resorts 
says: "Rental income will be some £1.000 
for a two-bed apartment and £1.200 for 
three-bedrooms during high season. The 
homes have broad terraces with views 
towards the wind-surfing lake and sea.” 

• Belas 00351 1962 6110; Parque da 
Floresta 01223 316 820; Select Resorts 
01202 291906: Sotogranda SA 01SI 940 
9406. ; Denise White 0034 956 795 699; 
Resort Properties 0034 968175000 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

0171481 1986 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
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How you 
can clean 
up in Spain 

AS I supervised the emptying of the septic 
tank for the second time in two weeks I pon¬ 
dered on the advantages of owning properly 
in Spain. A sludge-gulping tanker backed up 
to the manhole and the operative explained to 
me that the tank was divided into two sections 
—“solido v liquido". Thai was enough for me 
to know. I fell that I was doing my duty as the 
prestdente of die communidad that runs the 
apartment block in Javea. Alicante. 

In Spain, there is such a thing as “horizon¬ 
tal freehold”. This enables you to own an 
apartment freehold. It also means that there is 
no freeholder to attend to the maintenance. 
So each apartment freeholder belongs to the 
community association that handles the day* 
to-day administration of the whole property. 

The communidad elects a president as legal 
executor of duties to do with the whole of the 
property. Usually there isn't much to do as we 
hove handed over the administration to a 
property agency. But the smell of the sludge 
gnfper brought home the responsibilities and 
duties to be discharged by El Prestdente. 

Everybody else was at Ibe beach. I was 
supervising the discharge of the cesspit Next 
I had to go to the office of the Sotario (a Span¬ 
ish commissioner for oaths) to sign power of 
attorney to an agenq* representative. One of 
the apartment owners had not paid his com- 
munidad rales for three years; the power of 
attorney would enable the agency to chase 
him through the Spanish legal system. 

Earlier in the year the weather had taken a 
tarn for the worse on the Costa Blanca. The 
roof had needed repairs before this, but the 
rain brought the point home. I had to direct 
repair operations by remote control from Eng¬ 
land. These are typical of the problems faced 
by owners of foreign property and the least 
likely to be considered by a prospective buyer. 

These are my tips: 

• Never buy or put a deposit on a property 
dial is not finished. The Costas are littered 
with barely started developments, begun only 
in order to con deposits, or even the full price, 
out of buyers before the company goes bust. 

• Never hand over money to anybody without 
going through an abogado (solicitor). British 
expatriates have a habit of taking “key mon¬ 
ey*^ that is. you give them the asking price and 
they give you the keys. You cam live in a place 
for years on that basis. Problem is. one day a 
strange man waving the escritara (deed) will 
demand that you leave his property and the 
police will make yon. 

• Conveying the deal through the abogado 
win ensure that the eseritura will be recorded 
in your name at die Land Registry in Madrid. 
It is a slow process, but vital. If you do notun- 
cover any undeclared charges attached to a 
property before you buy, yon will be liable to 
pay them when they finally come due. 

Apart from al) that, buying a place in Spain 
was one of the best things I have ever done. 

Stephen Brennan 


FAX: 

0171 782 7828(TRADE) 
0171782 7799CPRIVATE} 


SPAIN 


FRANCE 


SPAIN - ON - SHOW' 

THE LARGEST INDEPENDENT SPANISH FREEHOLD PROPERTY 
EXHIBITION EVER SEEN IN THE MIDLANDS 
Over 5000 sq ft of fabulous bargains from Sonny Spain's top TO' award 
winning developers at low! low! low! prices. 

4-5 day viewing trips available. Best Exchange rate for 18 years. 

DEAL DIRECT - SAVE THOUSANDS 

DEDUCT THOUSANDS OFF'LAST YEARS PRICES! 

NO SALESMAN! NO GIMMICKS! JUST HONEST FACTS! 

Free advice on all legal and financial aspects for first time buyers. 
FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING - FREE REFRESHMENTS 

SAT 13th Nov + SUN 14th Nov 

FORTE-POSTHOUSE COVENTRY 

HINCKLEY ROAD COVENTRY Jnct % M6/M69 

(Conference Suite) 10-6 Both Days 
THE SPANISH FREEHOLD PROPERTY ADVICE CENTRE 

DETAILS ’Free-phone’ 0500780878 


CHANNEL ISLANDS 


WJUIIUH 3 tMdKMM dncM 
tam a talk t okMknwax tea 
vtoW-MfiOk. V0133« 4SS4SO. 


Fori wide range x-d : 
excliBivc Hsdngs, cx! j 
or Cut for our colour ; 

property guide. j 
TeL 01481 714*15 
Fax: 01481713811 . 

Shields© Co! 

Sitalf Agent: 


CORNISH & Co 

SOLICITORS 

Spanish Legal Specialists > f 

Offices: LONDON 0 SPAIN • GIBRALTAR 


To receive a free 
factsheet call 

freephone 

0800 163507 

or ww.cornishco.com 


You've found the home 
of your dreams. Don’t 
let buying it become a 
headache— 

Your problems wflJ dissolve away 
when you fa our opal raoldfiiigiBl 
staff find your srtunm. 


Lbx House, 1/7 HahauH Street, Ilford, London IG 1 4EL - 



RATES. 

CALL THE PROPERTY TEAM ON 

0171 481 1886 


COSTA DEL SOL 

Bcmn TOWOX AT® NEWA 

THREE BEDVIUAS wrfll 
MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAIN ad 
SEA VIEWS ON 5 JOOM2 PLOT 
FROM: L 98X00 

TEL/FAX W»4 *52 
ItUotiaBl JENNY 
MU AM TO 1ZJB rM 
CESTJMMWLFXAK CISCO RUB 


LA MANGA CLUB 

Award Winning Resort 
y^citing new project 
and resale properties 
at all price levels. 

|g KsoriitJoa 

Itoort Pnpcntas 
Cd SELECT RESORTS •» 

01202 291906 
Fax: 01202 294833 
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Love London? 



Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apartments from 
£ 136,950 


T * 



CHARTER QUAY 


KINGSTON UPON THAMES 


The start of a new 


cosmopolitan style in Kingston 


Live London! 


o Attractive spacious and secure apartments, 
o Allocated underground parking, 
o fitted kitchens and bathrooms, 
e TV linked entryphones. 
o Landscaped courtyard. 

> Acton Town (Piccadilly and District) only V* mile. 
Acton Central (N. London Line) only 'h mile. 

Open daily 1 Gasn-Gpm 

0181-896 9828 
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70% SOLD 


COOPERS GAJ£ 
Central .Acton, VV3 
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ST GEORGE ??:C-?EHO 


: V bating riverside apartments and penthouses around a 

central piazza in Kingston town centre. 

• Sales Centre open, daily, 10.00am to 6.00pm. 

, "Riverside Court' now available to buy. 

' • One, two and three bedroom apartments and stunning penthouses. 

.' : • Exceptional views across the river towards Hampton Court. 

■ * Distinctive spedficatibn and .24 hour security management. 

• Fitness Centre with fully equipped gym and sauna. 

. Prices from £124,950 - £379,950 

• Sales Centre, 16 High Street; Kingston; Upon Thames 

M O 181 547 2922 

Details oanect at time of going to press. .______— 
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Bmfort are set in stone 

Bradwell Village, Burford. 

|1|||| A village environment of new homes in the Cotswolds, created in true 

Cotswolds tradition and surrounded by a superb traditional dry stone wall 

HI If a home in the Cotswolds is jour dream, then surroundings, yet including allthestylishfeatures 

KHI Brodwdl Village is the reality. Located on the outskirts you would expect for comfortable hmag. 

9Bj of the unspoilt market town of Buford, Oxfordshire, BmdweUViUage wW also have its own community 

Mm L charming new development comprises * varied hall and several village greens protndmg a higher 

selection of 2,3 and 4 bedroom homes. Each designed quality of life within an attractive awuonment that 
|S|| in traditional CotswoU style, to blend with its is your ddi&htfd ‘Gateway to the Cotswolds . 

||re| Two and three bedr oom homes available from £117,000 

To receive a brochure or to make an appointment, ring our dedicated line, 

_ we are open seven days a week 

Freephone 0800 328 3482 

WESMsmBBl Email: centralsales@pvwtinghomes.com Web: www.prowdnghomes.com 


warehouses- 

arf. Manchester Road, Isle of Dogs. 

of 2 bedroomed apartments 
Prices from £200,000 

*ELEASE NOW AVAILABLE 
aeLs cad 0171 531 9997 


unique location is what'you 1 If. discover when 
uses’ at Millennium Wharf. Situated next to the 
rc-ss lo tos Millennium Dome, these prestigious 
rtments form part of one of the last warehouse 
the Isle of Dogs..With a 400 year oid heritage, 
itenens and limber floors, The Warehouses’ 
th style and individuality in a superb location, 
i discover the Redrew experience for yourserr. 
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Putting their trust in Blackheath 


one inner London village retained its charm 
t , e | a | 1 ^ e w hile others have been destroyed by 
aisiastetul development? Stephen Brennan reports 


L !Si?!L mon,h lh <* Black- 
SS£«n Society 

^i°5 a !l e ' vfornior pro¬ 
tection to the archiieciunl 
treasures of the hillton J 

vUlageiha, bears i“S'^ n d ™ 
conservanon order? Not at all rie 

vifla^oenne win ge, a clo«i^ r ! 

cult television (CCTV) , 

g”? against vandalism a „d 
crime- 

Due to be launched on Novem¬ 
ber 21, it Should brine neace nf 
^ ndl °^ shopkeepers wbohasr 

en out of bigger „—-—. . . 

local shipping 
precincts by im- 
proved security 

m ^ KS Tntsl Hg£^||gj 

shortfall in the 
ing as a ^estiire 

Project we do! Boone s Chapel 
the chairman 


L PRESERVATION 

Slreel lame) and Tina Eamshaw 
I Oscar nominated for her make-up 
work in the film Titanic) to make it 
their home. 

For the property buyer. Black- 
heaih docs not come cheap. A first- 
time buyer requiring a small, mod¬ 
em two bed roam terrace house 
would have to pan with upwards of 
£150.000. decent flats average 
£250,000. and recently a five-bed¬ 
room Georgian family house 







SlilllliilH 





Boone’s Chapel in Lee HighRoadwas probably deigned by Wren 


says ‘this one will make us bank¬ 
rupt." says Neil Rhind. the Trust 
secretary. 

Few urban village so close to the 
centre of town can match the ele¬ 
gance of Blackheath; but its preser¬ 
vation has been no accident. Sixty 
years of risk-taking by conserva¬ 
tionists have paid off. 

Blackheath became developed as 
one of the first stockbroker belts for 
the City of London at the turn of the 
19th century. There was no railway 
then, so businessmen would take a 
coach to Greenwich and then a 
barge to the City. 

From the heath, which adjoins 
Greenwich Park, there are spectacu¬ 
lar views across London. These, 
plus the village's old world charac¬ 
ter - with names such as Tranquil 
Vale. The Paragon and Vanbrugh 
Castle - have tempted oelebrities 
such as Glenda Jackson. Danny 
Baker. Ken Morley {of Coronation 


changed hands at £1.4 million. 

Many purchasers, however, 
might think the money well spent 
to live in a village where even the 
almshouse chapel was designed by 
Christopher Wren. Or was it? 


T he rescue of Boone’s Chap¬ 
el in Lee High Road, a 
Grade I listed building at¬ 
tributed to Wren and dat¬ 
ing from 1683. is the Trust’s latest 
project Originally it was an alm¬ 
shouse chapel built for Christopher 
Boone, a citizen of the City of Lon¬ 
don. allegedly to the design of 
Wren. 

Wren and Boone, both members 
of the Merchant Taylors Company, 
were good friends and historical de¬ 
tectives have concluded the chapel 
is almost certainly the work of 
Wren, though no one can be posi¬ 
tive. It has been empty and not 
used for worship since the Forties. 


I[ is the only Grade I listed build¬ 
ing in Lewisham and until 1998 
was on the English Heritage build- 
ings-ai-risk register. 

The Trust is seeking aid from 
English Heritage and the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund. The 
Blackheath Historic Buildings 
Trust, a new charity, is being set up 
so that conditions of grant aid can 
be met However, restoration work 
will be supervised by the Black- 
heath Preservation Trust. 

The Trust was rounded in 1939 by 
Alan Roger Martin and William 
Stephen brfnnan Davidge. A pii> 
neering organi¬ 
sation. it had 
two prime 
goals: "to adapt 
existing build¬ 
ings to modem 
* 1 ^ T —f-. uses and to con- 

Jjk\ serve the 

present amcni- 
ggff&A’x ties in Black- 

heath: and to 
protect from di- 
* iapidanon, dis- 

i : AjSgf -1 figurement or 
destruction any 
ZzL building or 

‘ _ place, in or near 

" v ^ Blackheath, 

which is of beau- 
.j " i = fy ° r historical 

j StL .V' .’- . interest ” 
T' y---: •- The tech- 

■—niques that the 
- - | Trust pioneered 

ngnedbyWren in the Thirties 
were then con¬ 
sidered novel, but have since in¬ 
spired many similar organisations. 
The Trust sprang from the Black¬ 
heath Society, founded in 1937 by 
the distinguished wood carver 
Douglas Percy Bliss. He was 
alarmed at the “unenlightened pub¬ 
lic and rapacious private enter¬ 
prise” which was threatening to 
overtake the district. 

By then, the best parts of Lewi¬ 
sham and Lee Green had already 
been destroyed tty speculative devel¬ 
opment The society and its crea¬ 
tion, the Trust were determined 
that Blackheath Village, then still 
less than a century old. would not 
be vandalised. 

Martin and Davidge drummed 
up a fighting fund of £3.000 and set 
atom saving the area using an un¬ 
tried tactic buy up, secure, do up 
and sell on. 

In this way. the Trust gathered 
momentum and became a signifi- 
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BROOKLANDS HOUSE was built by George 
Smith in 1826 when be was surveyor to the 
Color family, the local landlords after whom 
the estate is named. Now its turret apartment 
is for sale at £199,950. Brooklands, used as a 
family house until 1918, passed into social dub 
use and tennis courts were bnflt in its large 




grounds in the Thirties. The house was bought 
by die Blackheath Preservation Trust in 1983— 
just in time, because it had been allowed to 
deteriorate from die Thirties to the Seventies. 
Now the building has been restored and the 
truncated grounds landscaped. The two-bed¬ 
room apartment features a luxury bathroom 


and kitchen and is located on the first floor. 
The second bedroom, with balcony, is in the 
turret and a trap and retractable ladder leads 
to the second room in die turret Original fea¬ 
tures include wooden blinds built in to the case¬ 
ments of the living room windows. 

• Contact Winkworth. 0181-852 0999. 


cant landlord in its area. It has 
been largely through its efforts that 
Blackheath has kept its identity, 
while other areas have not 

S ince its foundation, the 
Trust has rescued and re¬ 
stored many buildings 
with no public money. 
Most of them are now listed by the 
Department of National Heritage. 

The Trust owns five acres of 
woodland between Maze Hill and 
Vanbrugh Hill in Greenwich, 


which it keeps as a wildlife sanctu¬ 
ary. 

its best-known properties include 
Vanbrugh Castle (Grade I, 1719), 
Blackheath Concert Halls (Grade 
II. 1895), Blackheath Railway Sta¬ 
tion (Grade 11. 1848). The Cedars, 
Westcombe Park Road (1865). 3-9 
Tranquil Vale (Grade II. 1845) and 
POplar Cottage. Charlton Road 
(Grade II. part Iate-15th. part 
late-I7th century weather-boarded 
cottage). 

• Its most recent completed 


scheme was the Blackheath Art 
Club (1885) at 47 Bennett Park. The 
building once housed the GPO film 
studios (where Nightmail was 
made in 1936. and Target For To¬ 
night in 1942). 

The Trusts repaired the building 
and converted it into 11 one and 
two-bedroom apartments, which 
were sold on long leases. 

As part of the jubilee. Mr Rhind 
says: ’We sponsored a seminar on 
historic bui fding management with 
the Association of Building Preser¬ 


vation Trusts. We had about 50 peo¬ 
ple from preservation trusts from 
all over the country. We had speak¬ 
ers including some senior people 
from English Heritage and held a 
reception at Blackheath Concert 
Hall.” 

He describes the Blackheath Con¬ 
cert Halls as “probably our finest 
hour — but I think every project we 
get involved in is the most exciting, 
and then when it's done we’re on to 
the next one, another challenge.” 

• Neil Rhind: 0181-31S S&?2. 


Parents with children at boarding school need nearby homes, says Diana Wildman 


L ong gone are the times when 
parents bade a tearful fare¬ 
well to their young offspring 
at the gate of a rural boarding 
school knowing the family would 
not meet again until the half-term 
exeat. Today’s parents are expected 
to participate fully in many aspects 
of die school curriculum. Pupils 
seem to have free time virtually eve¬ 
ry weekend and the expectation is 
that they will go home. 

As so many of top public and 
prep schools are set in. beautiful 
locations, many parents are consid¬ 
ering investing in a second home 
near the chosen school. Stephen 
Kingsley. 45. a solicitor, and his 
wife Jennifer, who live in Kensing¬ 
ton, have two sons, Thomas. 12. 
and Patrick, nine, who board at 
Horris Hill prep school in New¬ 
bury. Last monrh they bought a 
five-bedroom. 18th-century mill 
house in two acres by the River 
Lamboum in the village of Don- 
nington. West Sussex, which, when 
the new A34 opens, will be only ten 
minutes’ drive from their son's 
school. 

Mr Kingsley says: “When Tho¬ 
mas first boarded, we bought a cot¬ 
tage near Salisbury, but this 
proved impractical because it was a 
two-hour return journey to the 
school and too small for entertain¬ 
ing. So we sold it and rented while 
searching for our precise require¬ 
ments. The plan is to keep the Mill 
House for at least the next five 
years until Patrick leaves Horris 
Hill; but everything is flexible these 
days. Thomas is going to Eton next 
year but can easily get to Newbury 
by train from Slough just a 
30-minute journey. 

“Jennifer and I drive from Lon¬ 
don on Friday evenings and the 
boys simply love being in their new 
home 20 minutes after I pick them 
up. Spending up to four hours pch 
weekend ferrying the boys back 
and forth before returning to Lon¬ 
don — as we used to — is not fun. 
We bought a large House and we 
plan to spend a lot of the school holi¬ 
days plus half-terms rttere. 

The Kingsleys bought their home 
through David Million of Knight 
Franks Hungerford office for more 
than E700.000. Mr Mifiigan says- 
“Concepts have changed over the 
past ten years and parents are ex¬ 
pected to participate in a child s 
boarding-school education. Several 
parents were considering buying 
Sunny home, anyway, so it makes 
sense for them to buy as dose to 
their child’s school as possible. 

-Marlborough College has a 
number of paren ts who own after 
a town house within wafting dte 
lance or a cottage in the surroimd- 
ing Wiltshire countryside^ dun 
example is Primrose Cottage, d prej 
^-bedroom village house rom- 
pieie with heated swimming pool 



Bath fears it could 
drown in own waters 


Four-bedroom Primrose Cottage, at £365,000, is ideal if your children attend Marlborough College 

Easy terms available 
with country houses 


and double garage in Shalboume. 
a conservation area nine miles 
from Marlborough. The asking 

price is £365.000. For parents want¬ 
ing to lei during summer holidays. 
Primrose Cottage could fetch £500 

3 Charles Yeoman of Strun & Park¬ 
er's Harrogate office deals with in¬ 
quiries from parents with children 
at Ampleforth in North Yorkshire, 
Sedbergh. Will Carling's alma 
mater in Cumbria, and prep 
schools, including Bramcote in 
Scarborough. Though school fees 
are the same as in southern Eng¬ 
land. a two-bedroom cottage can be 
bought at a fraction of the price. Mr 
Yeoman says: "A small terrare cot¬ 
tage near Sedbergh on the edge of 

the Lake District can cost £75 000 
and could be let for between £200 
and £300 in the prime holiday sea¬ 
son. The same size cottage in Am¬ 
ple forth would cost more lhan 
£100.000 and the summer rental 

would be die same.” 

With so many good boarding 
schools in and around Glouc^ter- 
shire and Oxfordshire, the Lots 
wolds attracts families seeking a 


country home in a delightful loca¬ 
tion. yet close to schools. 

Derek Lewis, a partner with the 
City law firm Theodore Goddard, 
and his wife Bridget, who live in 
Richmond, Surrey, have recently 
sold their four-bedroom house in 
the Cotswold village of Weston Sub¬ 
edge and have bought a two-bed¬ 
room period cottage in nearby Lav- 
erton, paying £185.000 through 
Hayman Joyce, a local agent 

T heir daughter. Sarah-Jane, 
was at St Mary's. Wantage, 
and their sons, Christopher 
and James, attended Radley Col¬ 
lege near Oxford. As James comes 
to the end of his schooling and the 
two elder children no longer week¬ 
end regularly with their parents, 
the family’s needs have changed. 

Mrs Lewis says: “We inherited 
the house, a 45-minute drive from 
Oxford, six years ago, which made 
it much easier to bnng the children 
out at weekends. We had been con¬ 
sidering buying for a long time be¬ 
fore that. We now love the area so 
much that we have decided to keep 
a country base here long-term. 


“We found that we were at one 
school or the other every weekend 
to watch the boys in matches, meet 
the teachers or just to take the chil¬ 
dren out to tea on non-exeat week¬ 
ends. Having a country base dose 
to the schools transformed our 
weekends.” 

Cheltenham has several world- 
renowned public schools, including 
the Ladies College. Earlier this 
decade, its then headmistress mar¬ 
keted her school in the Far East 
and attracted a lot of pupils from 
Hong Kong. 

According to Lynn Simmonds of 
Hamptons, many parents have 
bought a town centre apartment as 
a UK base, which they use for sever¬ 
al months of the year. 

They buy to lock up and leave so 
they look for good security and 
parking.” she says. “Proving popu¬ 
lar are the new mock-Regency 
apartment blocks built by Beaufort 
A typical two-bedroom, two-bath- 
room apartment costs about 
£ 220 . 000 . 

• Knight Frank. 014SS 68772b; Strutt & 
Parker, 01423 561274: Homan Joyce, 
013S6 S58510: Hamptons. 01242 222909 


B eneath the elegant unruffled 
Georgian foundations of 
Bath, something is stirring. 
Millennium plans to restore the re¬ 
mains of five sacred Roman spas 
are causing concern that the extra 
visitors they will entice to the tity 
centre will spell extra congestion. 

The re-opened spas will not just 
be museum pieces. Visitors will pay 
up to £14 for two hours of refresh¬ 
ing therapy in the calm of foe sensi¬ 
tively rebuilt pools and treatment 
rooms. These new Elysian Fields 
will be dad in designs by foe ac¬ 
claimed architect Nicholas Grim- 
shaw. But with Bath already flood¬ 
ed by tourists will foe £20 million 
Bath Spa Project, bringing an esti¬ 
mated 600 more visitors every day. 
really benefit residents? 

Malvin Tyler, who owns a com¬ 
puter hardware company and lives 
in a house m The Circus after mov¬ 
ing from London, is used to large 
numbers of visitors peering 
through his ground-floor windows 
as they pass by. 

“We wave back at them, there's 
no problem. But I’d like to see tour¬ 
ist coaches switching to natural 
gas; some of them are 30 years old 
and belch out black gas in your 
face, which isn’t too good for us or 
the drivers. To switch would be a 
reasonable compromise.'’ 

Comments such as these temper 
his overall support for foe project, 
which is expected to start m earnest 
in spring next year, with Dutch spa 
operator Thermae working dosely 
with Bath council to make the ven¬ 
ture a success. 

John Croft who lives in Circus 
Mews, regrets that some of the 
members of the Circus Residents' 
Association, many of whom are re¬ 
tired, have a negative response to 
the spa project. 

’This may change when it gets 
underway,” he says. On environ¬ 
mental grounds foe association, of 
which he is chairman, finds the ex¬ 
tra numbers of tourist coaches it 
will bring into the city objectiona¬ 
ble. There needs to be more priori¬ 
ty for pedestrians ” he says. “We’re 
lather overrun tty these lumbering 
buses, this is a hilly city and it's not 
easy for disabled people. It'S got to 
be better organised.” 

Comments such as these on a 
range of initiatives spurred Bath 
residents to form a federation of res¬ 
ident associations ten years ago. 
William Bloomfield, its chairman, 
leads no fewer than 18 groups with 
a catchment of about 20,000 peo¬ 
ple. While very supportive of foe 
project's goals he longs for foe day 
when there will be an integrated 
public transport system, and ur- 



Traffic congestion in Bath from tour buses is already acute 


gently wants to see all cars out of 
foe dry’s premier shopping zone. 
Mi Isom Street. 

"The pollution in the rity is 
acute." he says. The pavements 
overflow at busy times. Bath coun¬ 
cil is always crying wolf about its fi¬ 
nances yet it owns the city centre 
and is always commissioning re¬ 
ports from outsiders. 1 am not anti- 
council bur some of the decisions 
come from the wrong people." 

Mr Bloomfield is confident new 
transport links within the rity will 
be in place when the spa project is 
ready, but is frustrated by the time 
h lakes to get replies to letters writ¬ 
ten to foe council. “Bath needs this 
project. Why can’t all the council¬ 
lors be behind it?" 

John Cowley, senior partner at es¬ 
tate agent Crisp Cowley in Stall 
Street, says he is not a rity centre 
resident “And I would not want to 
be." he says. The number of tour¬ 
ist coaches — about 28 — going 
through foe rity all the time is exces¬ 
sive — six would be quite enough. 
On foe other hand, I know people 
who like living in the centre. As for 
the impact on property prices. 1 
don't think more congestion will 
lead to an adverse effect." 

Less convinced is Simon Water- 
field. a commercial property agent. 
“More traffic will be a disadvan¬ 
tage to Bath. I’ve noticed how 
things have got worse in foe last six 


years. All this won’t help foe resi¬ 
dential market, or any other busi¬ 
ness which isn't connected to the 
tourist trade.” 

Like Mr Bloomfield. Mr Water- 
field believes the plans deserve rec¬ 
ognition. But he doubts whether lo¬ 
cal people will make much use of 
the pools and treatment rooms 
priced ai foe lower end of foe scale. 
The new buildings will be interest¬ 
ing to people who like Roman re¬ 
mains and who come for the day." 
he says. 

Bath council estimates the 
project will inject another £5m eve¬ 
ry year into foe local economy. In 
her essay Holy Water, the writer 
Joan Didion wrote that pools are “a 
symbol not of affluence but of con¬ 
trol over the uncon troll able". Like 
foe Romans before, Bath’s city fa¬ 
thers are seeking to exploit their re¬ 
sources in a controllable, orderly 
fashion, harnessing teams of 
experts to give them an edge in tour¬ 
ism’s competitive arena. 

But foe environmental price of 
this may be high, and unpleasant 
For those residing within this hu¬ 
mid bowl of the Cotswolds. There 
are already worrying signs of wear 
and tear to parts of foe historic city 
— even to its most famous architec¬ 
tural landmark. 

The fine stone and wrought-iron 
fences of the Royal Crescent need re¬ 
pairing. It is possible that increas¬ 
ing numbers of visitors will take 
the glow off living in such a beauti¬ 
ful city. 
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APARTMENTS FROM £235,000 TO £520,000 * TOWNHOUSES FROM £495,000 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL OUR MARKETING SUITE 0181 741 7401 
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PointWest Kensington 


Five star living from £295,000 
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Viewing by appointment onfy, 11am - 6pm daily 

Cromwell Road London SW7 

Telephone 0171373 3100 
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